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Apple agrees to pay huge amount to 
Ireland after agreement with EU

BJP demands President’s rule in 
Tripura

Cristiano Ronaldo wins fifth Balon d’Or, 
draws level with Leo Messi

Since Congress has 
suspended Aiyar from his 

primary membership 
for using derogatory 
remarks against PM, 
BJP should be graceful 

enough to stop making 
hue & cry on this issue.

For someone who grew up 
seeing you every day, 

your kind words and 
gestures influenced 
me so positively as a 
child. You will always be 

remembered, sir. Totally 
broken. #RIPShashiKapoor

A strong reminder of the 
urgency of road safety. 
Every four minutes, we 
lose a life to road traffic 
injuries in India. This is 
not an issue that can be 
ignored.

Sanjay Nirupam, Former MP

Shashi Tharoor, MP Kerala

quote

unquote

Heartiest congratulations 
to Rodali Barua, Harsha 
Singha & Bibhash Roy 
for winning two gold & 
silver medal respectively 
at the taekwondo 
nationals in Jammu.
Sarbananda Sonowal, CM of Assam

 John Abraham, Bollywood actor

Happy Human Rights Day
DECEMBER 10
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Aadhaar Card linkage deadline to be extended
K K Venugopal, At-

torney General of India, 
submitted before the Su-
preme Court of India that 
the Government plans to 
issue a notification on De-
cember 8, thus, extending 
the deadline for manda-
tory linking of Aadhaar 
with the concerned ser-
vices from December 31 
to another three months, 
i.e., March 31, 2018.

The extension would 
include more than 130 
government subsidies 
and services, which are 
funded out of the Consol-
idated Fund of India as 
per Section 7 of Aadhaar 
Act, 2016. The deadline 
for Aadhaar linkage for 
all these services is De-

cember 31 as of now.
Most likely, the 

extension would also 
include the manda-
tory linking of Aad-
haar Card with bank 
accounts. Govern-
ment lawyers in the 
SC stated that the ex-
tension of the dead-
line to March 31 of 
next year in the case 
of Aadhaar card and 
bank accounts link-
age could be done in the 
next few days as this will 
involve consultation with 
the Central Bank. 

Meanwhile, private 
citizens are at the risk of 
being locked out of ac-
cess to their own bank 
accounts in case they fail 

to link them with Aadhaar 
by the last date of Decem-
ber.

Mr. Venugopal further 
reported that it would 
probably require a judi-
cial order from the SC 
to extend the deadline to 
March 31, 2018 because 

the government is com-
plying with a February 6 
order of the court regard-
ing the Lok Niti Founda-
tion case in order to tight 
up the verification pro-
cess of mobile phone us-
ers through Aadhaar link-
age for national security.

Shashi Kapoor

Chhattisgarh is the fastest 
growing state in the Country

By erasing the evil 
presence of Naxalism, 
poverty, and malnutri-
tion, the Chhattisgarh 
Government has evolved 
as the most developing 
state in recent times. The 
all-round developments 
in the state along with 
training the youth for a 
better future has attribut-
ed to the cause.

Chief Minister Ra-
man Singh, who recent-
ly completed 14 years of 
dominant rule in the state 
mostly covered by tribal, 
gave an inspiring speech 
at the ‘Skill and Entrepre-
neurship Summit’. The 
veteran BJP leader was 
proud of the state’s ev-
er-growing development 
and congratulated all its 

citizens.
Raman Singh further 

added: "Chhattisgarh has 
been in the country for 
only 17 years now. Even 
our Bastar is bigger than 
southern-state Kerala. 

Over 45% of our land is 
under forest cover. Addi-
tionally, decades of neg-
ligence of the region had 
sadly pushed it into dark-
ness. But now, we are de-
veloping our population.”

Congress suspends 
Mani Shanker Aiyar

In a controversial deci-
sion, Congress suspended 
former Indian diplomat 
Mani Shanker Aiyar over 
his yet another acrimo-
nious oration where he 
described Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as being a 
‘neech aadmi’. 

He stated: “He (Naren-
dra Modi) is a neech kism 
ka aadmi who has no ci-
vility.”

Aiyar’s words, be-
lieved not to be so clev-
er, bought furious attacks 
from PM Modi and his 
followers. Rahul Gandhi 
was quick to disapprove 
Aiyar’s words and asked 
him to apologise imme-

diately. 
Coming days after the 

controversy over Kapil 
Sibal for alleged seek-
ing to delay resolution 
of the Ayodhya dispute 
by proposing the post-
ponement of hearing in 
the Supreme Court until 
after the next Lok Sabha 
elections, many mem-
bers in the party have 
expressed concern over 
these self-oriented goals 
during the last lap of the 
Gujarat polls. 

Previously, in 2007, 
Congress President So-
nia Gandhi was mocked 
heavily for calling Modi 
“maut ka saudagar”.

ISL just 
got better 
this week

The third round of 
matches took place last 
week. Fans witnessed 
some high-quality per-
formances from all the 
teams. The upset of the 
round was caused by Goa 
FC when they got the 
better of 10-men Ben-
galuru FC. The match 
ended 4-3 with Ferran 
Corominas scoring a su-
perb hattrick. Goalkeeper 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu 
got the marching orders 
in the 36 minute to give 
Bengaluru their first de-
feat. In other matches, 
an inspired NorthEast 
United got the better of 
Delhi Dynamos 2-0 to 
mark their first win of the 
season. Pune City beat 
Mumbai City 2-1 while 
Jamshedpur FC and ATK 
played a goalless draw. 
On double-header Sun-
day, Chennaiyin FC got 
lucky to beat Pune City 
1-0 courtesy of an 81st 
minute goal by defend-
er Sereno, while 10-men 
Kerala Blasters were held 
to a 1-1 draw at home by 
Mumbai City FC.

Twitter India Head plans to get hands 
on Trollers and Online Abusers

Himangshu Das

The Head of Twitter 
India has promised that 
it will have a smart plan 
in place for trolls and on-
line abusers by next year. 
The abusers have grown 
in numbers since the last 
two years and allegations 
over the twitter Head are 
that he doesn’t take any 
actions regarding the 
same. 

Twitter India's Director 
Taranjeet Singh told in a 
statement: "User safety 
is of utmost importance 
for us. It has probably 
become one of our key 
priorities now and going 
into 2018, in case you are 
not seen following the 
social media guidelines 
appropriate action will be 
taken." Mr. Singh further 
added: "We are trying to 
help people understand 

as to how they can report 
abusive language or trolls 
or things they think are 
inappropriate."

When asked about why 
there should be trends 
with the growing reality 
of trends actually being 
manufactured by paid 
armies, Mr. Singh urged 
that trends are what that 
makes Twitter, therefore 

there is little that can be 
done about this mislead-
ing nature of the trends 
nowadays. 

"We all are aware that 
news today first breaks 
on Twitter, trends are 
therefore equally import-
ant because that’s what 
people care about or talk 
about," he further said 
in his statement. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
remains the undisputed 
king of Twitter in India 
and his followers have 
grown by 52 per cent this 
year which is quite com-
mendable. When asked 
about him following ac-
counts of some trolls and 
abusers, Singh said that 
separate rules are made 
for every different people.

Navy Ship locates 180 people
An Indian Navy ship in 

its search and rescue op-
eration in the aftermath 
of Cyclone Ockhi locat-
ed around 17 boats with 
over 180 people off Lak-
shadweep coast. But, it 
was not sure whether the 
180 people they found in-
cluded the 100 fishermen 
who were reported miss-

ing after the hazardous 
cyclone. On the basis of 
the inputs by Naval P8I 
aircraft, INS Kalpeni was 
immediately sent to Ses-
ostris Bank/Bassas de Pe-
dro, which is a traditional 
fishing area off Lakshad-
weep Island. 

However, the people in 
the boats intended to con-

tinue fishing as claimed 
not to have encountered 
the cyclone at all. In ad-
dition, a relief camp was 
also established to dis-
tribute relief materials 
ferried by naval ships to 
all the 11 affected villag-
es through their village 
heads as requested by the 
Lakshadweep.

BJP MP Nana Patole 
resigns from party 

and Lok Sabha
Bharatiya Janata Par-

ty MP Nana Patole has 
resigned from the party 
and Lok Sabha on Fri-
day. This comes after 
the Maharashtra-based 
MP criticized his state’s 
government because he 

was not happy with the 
implementation of farm 
loan waiver scheme as he 
believed the implementa-
tion would go insensitive 
to the farmers.

Mr. Patole has been 
upset with his own party 
since last few months, es-
pecially after Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi told 

him to slow down during 
the latter’s meeting with 
MPs from the State. As 
per recent reports, MP 
Patole had questioned 
the decision to put up an 
independent OBC Minis-
try, which apparently PM 

Modi didn’t take down 
smoothly.

Nana Patole joined 
the saffron party back in 
2008 after ditching Con-
gress. 

Patole won the Bhan-
dara-Gondia constituen-
cy defeating Praful Patel 
of NCP in 2014 general 
elections.

We Miss You

India’s energy-
efficient railway 

station in Hyderabad
In a proud moment for 

the country, Kacheguda 
Railway Station under the 
South Central Railway 
has earned the special and 
unique distinction of be-
ing the first ever Energy 
Efficient ‘A1 Category’ 
Railway Station in all of 

Indian Railways.
According to Vinod 

Kumar Yadav, Gener-
al Manager, the station 
is reportedly 100 per 
cent energy efficient as 
it looks to replace 1,312 
conventional lights with 
light-emitting diode light-
ing, along with various 
other steps in between. 
Around 370 ceiling fans, 
too, were replaced with 
energy efficient Brush-
less DC Electrical motors 
fans, and 12 air condi-
tioners (ACs) with energy 
efficient inverter-type air 

conditioners. All these in-
novative measures is tak-
en to save more than 1.70 
lakh units and around ₹14 
lakh per annum with re-
duction of the connected 
load by around 46 kW for 
Railways.

Mr. Yadav compliment-

ed Divisional Railway 
Manager Arun Kumar 
Jain and his responsible 
colleagues V Venkata 
Ramana and P Prem Ku-
mar for the immense hard 
work they had put in to 
achieve this distinction.

Kacheguda Railway 
station is regarded as a 
historic building as it had 
completed 100 years. Sit-
uated in the heart of Hy-
derabad, it was built back 
in 1916 by the Nizam’s 
Guaranteed State Rail-
way during the reign of 
Mir Osman Ali Khan.

(1938-2017)
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With the country suffering from all forms of pol-
lution, a technology-enabled NGO, first of its kind, 
‘SankalpTaru’ is formed with the aim of making the 
country green again. While deforestation has forced 
mankind to survive under a poisonous shelter of air, 
this NGO is doing a favor by planting trees more 
for the people to restore the greenery. 

SankalpTaru, founded in 2013 by Apurva Bhan-
dari, an MBA in Oil and Gas Management, not 
only concentrates on planting trees, but also lends 
to helping to rural livelihood, empowerment of 
women in the society, promoting bio-diversity, and 
make the education centres cleaner and greener.

The online portal of the NGO is to assist various 
professionals from around the nation to not only be 
compassionately kind-hearted about giving back 
life to nature, but also to willingly form a strong 
bond through their tracking tools, and tree profiles 
with the help of their state of the art patented GPS 
satellite technology.

In 2012, it partnered with ONGC to work on a 
desert greening project. By summer 2014, the NGO 
planted more than 2,00,000 trees and doubled the 
number by August 2016. 

The target audience is anyone who wants to do 
their bit to make the planet better and greener, 
doesn’t matter if it is an individual or a large cor-
porate.

Founder Apurva believes there is still a long way 
to go when it comes to the social sector of the coun-
try.

EditorialNEwsoNdot 
Calling the PM of a country 

“Neech Aadmi”, Fair Enough?

Indian Political par-
ties pertain to winning 
by going to any heights. 
More than sharing con-
cerns over the major 
issues the nation is fac-
ing, they tend to get 
tireless while playing 
the blame-game. In the 
ongoing Gujarat polls, it 
is nothing different.

The ‘Chaiwala’ buzz 
in 2014 general elec-
tions backfired Con-
gress and handed them 
the worst defeat ever. 
Made with the intention 
to humiliate opponents, 
more often than not it 
tends to result in self-de-
feat. However, no one 
wants to learn because 
only ‘dirty’ and ‘blame’ 
politics is what makes 
the headlines in next 
morning’s newspaper.

Congress veteran 
Mani Shankar Aiyar has 
triggered another row 
to humiliate PM Modi 
by calling him a “neech 
aadmi”. He quoted in an 
interview: “Mujhko lag-
ta hai ki ye aadmi bahut 
neech kisam ka aadmi 
hai, isme koi sabhyata 

nahi hai.”
No matter how he re-

views PM Modi’s po-
litical deeds personally, 
one never gave him the 
license to use deroga-
tory language, that too 
against the Prime Min-
ister of a country, a 
country like India where 
people gets angry when 
a tennis player ‘Maria 
Sharapova’ tweets that 
she doesn’t know who 
Sachin Tendulkar is. 

What example is 
he setting for the mil-
lion people within the 
country’s boundary 
and beyond it? Insult-
ing a Prime Minister in 
national media on the 
grounds of winning a 
mere assembly election 
should never be tolerat-
ed, doesn’t matter which 
party or how much se-
niority he possesses.

Although Narendra 
Modi could have sued 
Mr. Aiyar for the same 
but chose otherwise. He 
played smart and narrat-
ed the woeful story to 
his home state’s public 
for the sole purpose of 

gaining sympathy. Yet, 
one cannot blame him 
for that.

However, the one man 
who deserves applause 
for taking a leader-like 
decision in such a situ-
ation is newly appointed 
Congress party presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi. Sus-
pending a veteran leader 
like Mani Shankar Aiyar 
require some guts espe-
cially after knowing 
that the after-situation 
could be worse consid-
ering Aiyar knows the 
Congress party from its 
roots and veins. How-
ever, we have to see if 
his suspension was only 
a publicity stunt for the 
assembly elections in 
Gujarat. We’ll have an 
idea only after Decem-
ber 18. At the end, there 
is no harm in elections, 
but the way these parties 
tend to approach it is 
what matters. Humiliat-
ing a nation’s top leader 
doesn’t make a good im-
pression on the people 
of the country when you 
look from an outsider’s 
point of view.

SANkAlpTAru FOuNdATION
ApurvA BhANdArI, FOuNder

CCTV cameras in Government buses
In an initiative to en-

hance the safety of the 
people traveling in public 
transportation, especially 
female passengers, Delhi 
Government has decided 
to equip the government 
vehicles, i.e., the entire 
coverage of Delhi Trans-
port Corporation (DTC) 
and clusters buses with 
CCTV surveillance sys-
tems.

As per the plan, Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment is ready to install 
at least three cameras in 
each bus and a screen to 
telecast the live cover-
age from each of these 
cameras. In a recent in-
terview, a senior gov-
ernment representative 

stated: “The proj-
ect envisages the 
implementation 
of a video based 
surveillance sys-
tem in accordance 
with the best stan-
dards available 
for monitoring the 
activities of all the 
commuters using 
the DTC and clus-
ter buses and also 
crew members.”

The official fur-
ther added that the 
plan is to cover 
as many as 6,350 
such vehicles around the 
city. “The actual idea is to 
be able to assess past and 
future recording of any 
incident in bus remotely 

through a central control 
room or as and when the 
authorities intend to view 
the live video.”

The DTC currently has 

a fleet of more than 3,700 
low-floor AC and non-
AC buses with a 1,000 
more schemed to be add-
ed within next year.

EC promises fair 
elections in Gujarat

Voting in Gujarat elec-
tions will take place in 
two phases on December 
9 and 14, and the count-
ing of votes will be on 
December 18 to elect a 
fresh 182-member As-
sembly in the western-
most state of the country.

The Election Commis-
sion of India is analysing 
the poll preparations in 
Gujarat over the last few 
days and has also directed 
the election machinery in 
the State for the smooth 
functioning of the polls.

Political parties have 
come up with their own 
suggestions for the EC. 
Few demanded that of-
ficers should be shuffled 
and not be posted in the 
same booth as they were 
in 2012. 

One political party has 
forwarded a request to 

install jammers at strong 
rooms and polling sta-
tions, and EVMs and Vot-
er –Verified Paper Audit 
Trails (VVPATs) should 
be manifested to them af-
ter setting of all the can-
didates.

As per the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner AK 
Joti: “The Commission 
took note of the concerns 
and suggestions of the 
parties and assured them 
that it would put in place 
an effective mechanism 
to ensure smooth conduct 

of the entire poll pro-
cess."

The assembly elections 
will be held at 50,264 
polling stations which 
include one all-women 
polling booth in each sta-
tion. There will be more 
than 4.30 crore voters, 
out of which 2.08 crore 
are believed to be wom-
en. 

As per reports, the CEC 
has seized Rs. 1.94 crore 
in cash and liquor worth 
Rs. 21.91 crore along 
with other drugs.

INS Kalvari ready to get back
After 17 long years, the 

Indian Navy will finally 
get her first conventional 
submarine. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
hand the green flag to the 
INS Kalvari in Mumbai 
on 14th December.

The Kalvari's commis-

sioning has been sched-
uled just six days after 
the Golden Jubilee of the 
Navy's submarine arm 
on December 8. In the 
event, President Ramnath 
Kovind will present the 
colours to the Navy's sub-
marine arm at the Eastern 
Naval Command in Vi-

sakhapatnam.
Another highlighting 

point of the Kalvari's 
commissioning on De-
cember 14 is that it will 
be done in attendance of 
Commander KS Subra-
manian. Mr. Subramani-
an was first commanding 

officer of the Indian sub-
marine, which was also 
called the INS Kalvari.

92-year-old Commo-
dore Subramanian com-
manded the Kalvari, 
which was the start of 
eight Foxtrot class sub-
marines, when she head-
ed at the erstwhile Soviet 

Union's naval base Riga 
in Latvia on December 
1967. That day, Decem-
ber 8, is marked as the 
‘Submarine Day’. The 
Kalvari retired in 1996 
after 29 years of com-
mendable service.

Built under a $3 billion 

contract with DCNS of 
France, the new Kalvari 
is the first of six Scorpene 
class conventional die-
sel-electric submarines 
built at the Mazagon 
Docks Ltd. The introduc-
tion of the submarine was 
delayed due to construc-
tion obstructions.

Manmohan Singh & PM 
Modi failed Lokpal Bill

Famous Social activist 
of India Anna Hazare has 
claimed that the Narendra 
Modi-led government at 
the Centre has purposely 
weakened the anti-cor-
ruption Lokpal Act.

He further added that 

the much needed bill was 
passed in the Lok Sabha 
without any hesitation 
and without any debate. 
It was later introduced in 
the Rajya Sabha on July 
28, and on the next day it 
was sent to the then-Pres-
ident for his signature. 
The law, thereafter, got 
weakened in just three 
days

In a recent interview, 
Hazare claimed: “Former 
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh rarely speaks, 
as a result of which he 
had also weakened the 
Lokpal law at the time 
it was framed. However, 
Narendra Modi has also 
weakened the law more 

by presenting an amend-
ment in Parliament on 
July 2016 by which a 
provision was made that 
relatives of government 
officers including their 
spouse, son, daughter 
and others will not have 
to submit details of their 
holding properties each 
year. 

According to the origi-

nal law, it was mandatory 
for Govt official’s family 
members to submit prop-
erty details” 

The anti-corruption ac-
tivist took part in a three-
day long ‘Jal Sammelan’, 
an arrangement pact of 
water conservation.

Hazare also alleged 

that according to 1950 
act, a compound interest 
cannot be levied on crop 
loans. Yet, the banks are 
charging the same and the 
government has failed to 
do anything about it. 

He demanded that the 
farmers who are above 
the age of 60 must get a 
monthly pension of Rs 
5,000.

Himangshu Das

SFIO report bring more 
trouble for Vijay Mallya

The Serious Frauds 
Investigation Office of 
the Ministry of Corpo-
rate Affairs claims that 
Kingfisher owner Vijay 
Mallya used his politi-
cal connections to com-
mit financial irregular-
ities causing around Rs 
9,000-crore loss to banks.

The report prepared 
by the SFIO will be pre-
sented before the West-
minster Court, London, 
as evidence in order to 
ensure Mallya's extradi-
tion back to India. The 
court heard the case on 
Dec 4 and the hearing is 
scheduled to go on until 
December 15. The report 
shows evidence of how 
Mallya didn’t regulate 
with the laws and how 
he offered favours to top 
politicians so as to make 
sure he continues with 
his illegal works. This re-
port has been submitted 

before the Crown Prose-
cution Service. 

The report also claims 
that Mallya sought help 
from then-Finance Min-
ister Pranab Mukherjee, 
NCP Supremo Sharad 
Pawar and former Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister Farooq Abdullah.

It also alleged that he 
waived off payments for a 
chopper traveled by J&K 
CM Abdullah during his 
election campaign. This 
favour was later used 
back by the Billionaire to 
pressure the top manage-
ment of J&K Bank to tow 
the lines of other leading 
banks for the benefit of 
Kingfisher Airlines.

The reports contain 
several other favours list 
and SFIO is confident it 
will be enough to detain 
Vijay Mallya who fled 
from India after the court 
found him guilty.

Government unveils 
huge export project

The centre announced 
export incentives of Rs 
8,500 crore for labour-in-
tensive sectors such as 
leather, agriculture, car-
pets, and marine products 
and services as it plans to 
blunt the impact of the 
Goods and Services Tax-
es (GST) and push ship-
ments from the country 
amidst positive signs of a 
pickup in global demand.

The government has 
recently faced criticism 
from exporters over tardy 
refunds and a reduction 
in drawback rates which 
resulted in an offset im-

pact of taxes. Thus, by 
increasing the incentives 
to 4 per cent under MEIS, 
the Central Government 
is hoping to address the 
concerns and protect In-
dian businesses from the 
negative impact of com-
petition.

The announced incen-
tive of the huge amount 
which will be applicable 
from November 2017 
includes higher benefits 
of around Rs 2,743 crore 
offered to ready-made 
garments and made-ups a 
few days ago. Altogether, 
there will a rise of 34 per 
cent in sops from the cur-
rent Rs 25,000 crore.

Himangshu Das
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Indian Cricketer Virat Kohli will finally 
tie the knot with his long-time actress and 
producer girlfriend Anushka Sharma next 
week in Italy. The Indian Captain has been 
rested from the Sri Lanka ODI and T20 se-
ries. Therefore, he will fly to Milan in the 
meantime. 29-year-old Anushka will fol-
low him with her family.

Virat-Anushka to get married next week

Jharkhand CM Madhu Koda, former Coal 
Secretary H.C.Gupta among others will 
be present before the court on the day of 
the hearing, i.e., December 13. The men-
tioned have been accused of irregularities 
in allocation of Rajhara North coal block in 
Jharkhand to Kolkata-based Vini Iron and 
Steel Udyog Ltd.

Verdict on Coal Scam Case on 
December 13

Mallya in trouble in London Court

India has invoked the UK Fraud Act 2006 
to get hold of the fugitive -Vijay Mallya as 
he has been accused of taking loans from 
public sector banks and failing to repay the 
same. Most importantly, he faked about his 
situation in the foreign land. Reports claim 
that India’s proceedings were going strong 
against Mallya in the London court. 
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Air Pollution can ruin a child’s future
The United Nations 

Children’s Fund has re-
ported that a growing 
body of scientific re-
search shows that pollut-
ed air can permanently 
damage the brain of a 
child. With the connec-
tion between air pol-
lution and respiratory 
diseases well-known 
to all, the findings have 
come out to hurt India 
the most. 

It comes at a time 
when India, especial-
ly the northern part, is 
facing serious issues 
with the air health. The 
air pollution has come 
to an extent where even 
the schools were declared 
closed in the National 
Capital Region.

According to a report of 

the UNICEF, the South-
ern part of Asia has the 
largest proportion of ba-
bies living in areas where 

air pollution has surged 
at least six times higher 
than international limits.

“Danger in the air”, as 

the reported was named, 
explained the fact that a 
child can suffer damage 
in his brain several mech-

anisms. With exposure to 
specific air pollutant par-
ticles, like magnetite, can 
lead to oxidative stress 

that will lead you to neu-
rodegenerative diseases. 
The UN report also noted 
that polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons, 
which are com-
monly found in 
areas of high 
a u t o m o b i l e 
traffic, adds 
to the loss of 
or damage the 
brain.

A n t h o n y 
Lake, UNICEF 
executive di-
rector, quoted: 
"Apart from 
harming the 
babies' devel-
oping lungs, 

pollutants additionally 
damage their develop-
ing brains and, therefore, 
their futures."

BJP demands President’s Rule 
in one North-Eastern state

With the Assembly 
elections due in ear-
ly 2018, the BJP has 
demanded President’s 
Rule in Tripura after an 
alleged deterioration 
of law and order, and 
serious attacks on its 
activists. 

During a protest out-
side a police station, 
BJP State Chief Biplab 
Kumar Deb stated: 
"Several BJP follow-
ers and members have 
been attacked and killed 
by CPI-M cadres. Also, 
some of our party offices 
have been destroyed by 
them. The worse thing is 
in every incident police 
either remains silent or 
file light charges against 
the guilty. The BJP de-
mands President's Rule in 
Tripura so that upcoming 
elections are held peace-

fully and in a fair man-
ner.”

He further added: "In 
case if the Left Front 
stays in power, there will 
be more killings before 
the polls."

Bharatiya Janata Party 
activists also covered 56 
of the state's 76 police 
stations later in the eve-
ning. The party also al-

leged that the Left Front 
Government had fully 
failed to maintain the law 
and order situation in the 
state."  

KV Sreejesh, the In-
spector General of Police, 
commented that the saf-
fron party's programme 
to surround the police 
stations was peaceful. Yet 
we had to arrest a large 

number of BJP picket-
ers who will later be re-
leased.

After the incident, 
Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist (CPI-M) 
leaders came out to crit-
icise the BJP acts. "Peo-
ple will subvert all the 
conspiracies of the BJP," 
promised CPI-M leader 
Narayan Kar.

BJP-Congress neck-to-neck in Gujarat
The Congress is going 

neck-to-neck with the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in Gujarat as 
per the recently conduct-
ed poll survey which has 
reported that both the par-
ties will get around 43 per 
cent votes each in the up-
coming Assembly polls 
in the westernmost state.

According to the final 
round of poll survey con-
ducted by a news channel, 
BJP, who has been ruling 
the state for over two 
decades, is likely to get 
around 91-99 seats which 
is a drop of 16 percentage 
points in four months, 
while the Congress, giv-
ing a though fight, is like-
ly to clinch 78-86 seats in 
the 182-member Gujarat 
Assembly.

Majority of the voters 

in the north and 
the south Gujarat 
were favoring the 
Congress while the 
BJP was leading 
in central Gujarat 
and Saurashtra area 
where Congress is 
likely to get a mere 
38 per cent votes 
and BJP going for 
54 per cent.

But when it came 
to north Gujarat, 
Congress is expect-
ed to take away 49 
per cent of votes, 
whereas the BJP is 
expected to clinch 
44 per cent of the 
vote share.

The opinion poll also 
alleged that the Patidar 
leader Hardik Patel’s 
popularity has been go-
ing down since last few 

months. A six per cent 
decline in one month was 
reported.

The assembly polls in 
Gujarat are scheduled to 

take place in two phases 
on December 9 and 14, 
while the counting of the 
votes will be done on De-
cember 18.

helpless family seeks help 
from Sushma Swaraj

Rabdeep Singh’s fam-
ily has urged Foreign 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
to help them get their son 
back from Saudi Arabia. 
The family from Jammu 
& Kashmir has report-
ed that he has been held 
captive by his current 
employer in the desert 
country. The family has 
even forwarded the fran-
tic messages received by 
them from their son. 

The 32-year-old texted 
his father on WhatsApp 
about his situation in the 
foreign land: "They took 
away my passport and 

won’t give me any salary 
for the past one and a half 
years, I am not able to 
move out. Additionally, 
the police are very strict 
in this country, if they 
find me without passport 
& visa, I’ll be put in jail 
and then my life will be 
lost in oblivion." 

It all happened two 
years back when Rab-
deep, a father of two, 
went to Riyadh to work 
as a driver in a private 
company named Hamood 
Mojeeri Alb Daidi. The 
job was provided to him 
by an agent from the cap-

ital city of the country.
But things didn’t go 

as per plan and Rabdeep 
along with two others 
were being held hostage 
over salary issues. 

Thereafter, the family 
has provided all the mon-
etary assistance from In-
dia but they also have run 
out of money now after 
two and a half years and 
wants him to come back 
home.

The parents of Rabdeep 
Singh are also seeking the 
help of a gurdwara com-
mittee for bringing their 
beloved son back home.

New  strict  laws  proposed 
for Delhi Metro riders

Delhi Metro Authori-
ty has revised its certain 
rules to maintain the dis-
ciple in the metros. The 
law says riders who are 
found in an intoxicated 
state, using abusive lan-
guages or creating any 
unnecessary nuisance in-
side the Metro premises 
could lead to a Rs. 5,000 
fine.

The Union Housing 
and UD Ministry has for-
warded the draft Metro 
Rail (Construction, Op-

eration and Maintenance) 
Bill of 2017 to the law 
ministry for approval and 
it contains clauses that 
will take the sight of not 
only the rules and regu-
lations for passengers but 
also the way Metro proj-
ects are being built and 
fares revised.

The proposed bill also 
contain huge fines for 

staffers who could be 
fined up to Rs 10,000 for 
general offences and an 
amount of Rs 30,000 and 
jail term of two years if 
their actions tend to trou-
ble any passenger.

M Ramachandran, a 
former urban develop-
ment secretary, stated:  
“Metro is a distinct sys-
tem from the rail sys-
tem and with networks 
expanding to all parts, a 
host of issues are found 
related to safety, opera-

tions and maintenance 
have come now, which 
were not addressed in the 
current law.”

If approved by the law 
ministry, the bill will go 
to the cabinet for final ap-
proval before being for-
warded to the Parliament. 
The current law came up 
in 2002 and was amended 
in 2009.

Case filed against 
Telecom Operator

Anil Ambani’s Reli-
ance Communications 
Limited (RCom) is the 
latest to enter the list of 
companies who have un-
paid dues in their names. 
A public relations firm 
decided to ask National 
Company Law Tribunal 
for insolvency proceed-
ings alleging that the 
telecom operator failed 
to pay its dues.

As a result of the alle-
gations, the shares of Re-
liance Communications 
saw a sudden drop of 
over 7 per cent in after-
noon trade. 

Reportedly, Fortuna 

Public Relations Private 
forwarded their issue to 
the Mumbai based NCLT 
saying the Anil Amba-
ni-owned company owes 
it Rs 43 lakh. The NCLT, 
however, has decided to 
hear the case on Decem-
ber 19.

The Public Relation 
firm joins a list of cred-
itors which already 
includes China Devel-
opment Bank, Manipal 
Technologies Ltd, and the 
Indian unit of Ericsson 
AB, who are seeking to 
compel repayment from 
the once second-largest 
phone operator.

JNU cancel 
two events

In order to maintain 
prosperity and commu-
nal harmony in the cam-
pus, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University has decided 
to cancel the scheduled 
events on Babri Masjid 
and Ram Janmbhoomi 
which included a speech 
by BJP leader and re-
nowned economist Sub-
ramanian Swamy on 
Ram Mandir. The pol-
itician was invited by 
the Vivekanand Vichar 
Manch, the same group 
who had previously or-
ganized the event to 
“salute legendary fighter 
and martyrs” of the Ram 
Janmabhoomi move-
ment. However, the se-
nior warden’s notice to 
cancel the events didn’t 
please the students much.  
Geeta Kumari, President 
of the JNUSU, alleged 
the decision to cancel 
their event as “censor-
ship”.  She further added 
that the University has 
been organizing the same 
programme every year. 
This year due to certain 
issues and claims by few 
students, the events re-
main canceled.

Himangshu Das

Himangshu Das

Virendra Singh Mast, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
MP, has described the 
ongoing Gujarat assem-
bly elections as a battle 
between ‘Ram Rajya’ 
and ‘Rome Rajya’. The 
MP also noted that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
symbolises ‘Ram Rajya’ 
and a win for the BJP in 
the state is obvious. He 
believes Modi will con-
tinue his rule in his home 
state for many more years 
to come. The much-an-
ticipated Gujarat polls 
are slated for December 
9 and December 14.

BJP MP lashes 
out at Congress
Himangshu Das
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India’s

Cxos
uper

yAShISh dAhIyA
cO-FOuNder, pOlIcyBAzAAr.cOm
 The co-founder 

of Indian online 
life insurance and 
general insurance 
comparison por-
tal ‘PolicyBazaar.
com’, Yashish 
Dahiya has come 
a long way since 
starting the venture 
and making it suc-
cessful. Known as 
the Ironman, Da-
hiya holds a Bach-

elor’s Degree in Engineering from Indian Institute of 
Technology, Delhi. He completed his post-graduation 
diploma in Management from IIM Ahmadabad and 
also an MBA from INSEAD. 
With enough experience in the business field and es-
pecially insurance, Dahiya finally decided to step up 
in his own business in 2008. His long-term smart strat-
egies have helped him turn his financial start-up into 
a hugely successful brand in the market industry in a 
span of just 5 years.
Outside the business world, Dahiya mostly spends his 
spare time outdoors with his family. Interestingly, he is 
called Ironman for a reason. He follows a strict fitness 
regime every morning amid his busy life. He can cycle 
over 100 km and run for more than 50 km at a stretch. 
The 45-year-old believes that it’s his physical fitness 
which helps him maintain his mental strength to deal 
with his daily business schedule.
In an interview, he stated: “Be it running a successful 
entity or approaching an active lifestyle, both require 
you to wake up early and make it your routine. Run-
ning a successful business is a 24x7 job and if you are 
not committed to it from the beginning, it will take you 
nowhere. 
Anyone who has ever played a competitive sport will 
know that if you aren’t willing to work hard and play 
everything solely on talent, you will only win a few 
battles but won’t earn the respect as a player and grow 
bigger.”

SATyA NArAyANA NAdellA
ceO, mIcrOSOFT

When the 
number one 
country in the 
world gives you 
a call, you ei-
ther pinch your-
self twice be-
fore receiving 
it or regret not 
answering it. 
The American 
dream got hold 
of the Indians in 
the 90s and still 
continues to do 
in the 21st cen-
tury.

One such Indian is Satya Narayana Nadella. Born in 
Hyderabad in 1967, Nadella had the dream to make it 
big since childhood. He traveled to the US for accom-
plishing his Master of Science degree in Computer 
Science. Later he received his MBA degree from the 
University of Chicago.  At the time of his marriage in 
1992, he held a green card in America. But his wife 
‘s VISA was rejected time and time again. As a result, 
she only had to visit him as a tourist in America. Tired 
of the situation, Nadella decided to take legal help 
from Microsoft’s lawyers where he has been working 
for sometime by then.

The lawyers came up with a solution that could have 
either freed Nadella and his wife Anupama or com-
pletely crush his green card. They advised him to give 
up his green card and apply for a renewable H1-B 
VISA where he can bring his wife to America with any 
problem. His plan worked out and he was able to meet 
his spouse after 2 years. Talking about his professional 
life, Nadella, the Executive Vice-President, has always 
led major projects in Microsoft which has helped the 
company to reach new heights. On February 4, 2014, 
Nadella was announced as the new CEO of Microsoft.

Under the Indian CEO, Microsoft has taken part in 
high profile acquisitions of other companies, with Mo-
jang being the best of all. Since Nadella took the hot 
seat, Microsoft’s stock has risen by more than 60 per 
cent, an all-time high.

Discoms will be penalised for undue load-shedding 
from 2019: R.K.Singh, Power Minister

The U.S. economy is running at its full potential for 
the first time in a decade: Sarah Sanders, Politician

Founded by Anirudh Gupta and 
Michael Lyngdoh, Tripoto helps the 
travelers from around the world to 
get together and share plus discover 
unthinkable and classic travel sto-
ries. Tripoto maps every single desti-
nation available, along with its asso-
ciated content and pictures.

Previously, while Anirudh was part 
of the starting team of Notion Ink, 
and also worked for Rocket Internet 
as an Entrepreneur, Lyngdoh earli-
er founded HST Operations, which 
raised its first round of funding from 
HBS alumni.

Anirudh came up with Lyngdoh in 
ISB, Hyderabad. The latter said in an 
interview: 

“I think business schools are a 
great place to meet your co-founder 
as you can find people with differ-
ent backgrounds and interests on the 
campus”

They had their own struggle in 
building a technology team. As good 

talents are locked up in big compa-
nies, it was very hard for them to get 
one. Anirudh stated: “We faced a lot 
of challenge in building the technol-
ogy team and invested a lot of time to 
get good people on board.”

Tripoto eases the process of sur-
veying and wasting useful time as 
you will also find authentic and 
amazing itineraries created by trav-
elers from various parts of the globe 
on its website which is linked with 
the traveler to help you understand 
personally before you jump on to the 
trip.

At present, the website has thou-
sands of itineraries which will help 
you to plan a travel destination in 
real quick time. It also has a gami-
fication feature to encourage sharing 
of travel contents along with inde-
pendent guide segments which will 
offer travelers a choice to directly 
book tours from these guides through 
Tripoto.

The Global Travel Community
startup watch Tripoto

Business
Debit card payment will involve less 
charges

On Wednesday, Bitcoin crossed the $15,000 mark 
to set a record for an all-time high. This came a week 
after it had surpassed the $10,000. Interestingly, the 
largest cryptocurrency by market value started 2017 
below $1,000 mark and has already seen a rise of 
over 1,000 per cent this year. It is set to end the year 
on a high.

Bitcoin reaches all-time 
high

Honda Cars India, which deals with a wide range 
of models from hatchback Brio worth Rs. 4.66 lakh 
to Accord Hybrid worth Rs. 43.21 lakh, has decided 
to increase prices of its vehicles in January by Rs. 
25,000 so as to deal with the rise in the input costs. 
Previously, Isuzu declared that it would increase the 
prices of its models by Rs. 1 lakh.

Honda to hike vehicle prices from 
January

Any businesses with a turnover of less than Rs. 20 
lakh will enjoy a lower merchant discount rate on use 
of debit card payments as fixed by the Reserve Bank 
of India. A small merchant is liable to pay only 0.40% 
of the total transaction value. The maximum charge 
has been fixed at Rs. 200. For those who have a turn-
over of more than Rs. 20 lakh, 0.90% will be charged.

Buzz

China set to become the 
world’s largest importer

A leading investment 
firm claimed that Chi-
na would become the 
world’s largest import-
er in 5 years, ending the 
long reign of the US. The 
country is leading the 
largest importer tag in 
41 countries and regions, 
compared with 36 coun-
tries of the US. China is 
already the world’s larg-
est exporter and has the 
second largest economy 
in the world.

In the last 10 years, the 
growth in the country im-
ports has been immense 
with an average increase 
of six percentage points, 
much higher than that of 
the US. And it is being 
predicted by China In-
ternational Capital Cor-
poration (CICC) that if 

it continues to grow at 
the same rate at least till 
2018 and thereafter aver-
ages by 0.15 percentage 
points in each of the fol-
lowing years in a base-
line scenario, China will 
eventually become the 
world’s largest importer 
by 2022. 

With the stabilization 
in the domestic market 
and imports rising by 
2.15 per cent in the first 

10 months of this year, it 
is also being suggested 
that in the worst scenario, 
China will surely over-
take the US by the year 
2025.

The East Asian country 
is also expected to be-
come the largest consum-
er market in the world 
as it will start importing 
more consumer-related 
products than industrial 
materials.

Arun Jaitley hits back at 
Congress over false allegations

Recently, the Congress 
party alleged the ruling 
Saffron party of not doing 
anything about the rising 
prices of basic commod-
ities which have been 
a reason of discomfort 
among various sections 
of the society.

In an interview held 
post-allegations, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley 
countered the Congress's 
statements of "price rise" 
saying that inflation data 
has shown a steady de-
cline in general prices.

The Minister took the 
twitter to share a com-
parative data on inflation 
when the UPA was ruling 
and the current Narendra 
Modi government.

Arun Jaitley tweeted: 
"Since the issue of price 
rise has been raised by 
some in the Congress 

Party, let the data on in-
flation figures speak for 
itself.” He further noted: 
"Inflation Data shows a 
steady decline in general 
prices."

Previously, the Con-
gress had targeted the 
blame on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for creat-
ing economic chaos in the 
country and also called 
that his government 
should take urgent steps 
to address the economy 

back on track and keep a 
check on further price rise 
in the country.

The Congress has also 
further gone one step 
ahead in the ongoing Gu-
jarat polls as it promised 
to cut state taxes on petrol 
products of the state and 
bring down their prices 
by at least Rs. 10 per li-
tre and in addition to that, 
they would also reduce 
power tariffs by 50% to 
curb inflation.

Himangshu Das

Government clashes with the RBI

The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) is scheduled 
to announce key lend-
ing rates after its two-
day long policy review 
meeting. It is very much 

expected that the Central 
Bank will retain status 
quo as far as flirting with 
the rates is concerned.

Repo rate, which is the 
rate at which the Central 
Bank lends money to oth-
er banks, was last reduced 
in August by 25 basis 
points. However, the RBI 
had decided against any 
change in its last meeting 
in October.

The change in the lend-
ing rates has caused a 
difference between the 

government and RBI for 
a while. 

The government has 
always been pushing 
the Reserve Bank of the 
country to reduce the rates 
in order to provide an im-
petus to sagging private 

investment sentiments, 
while the central bank has 
been cautious because of 
the rising rate of inflation, 
which currently stands at 
seven-month high lev-
els. The rate of inflation 
which plumped up to 
3.58 per cent in the last 
month is still well within 
the RBI's target which is 
of 4 per cent. 

But the central bank 
has claimed that the in-
flation in its current trend 
will surge to 4.2 to 4.6 

per cent in the next six 
months due to multi-
ple factors including the 
scheduled pay hikes for 
all the government em-
ployees.

Meanwhile, if RBI de-
cides to hold repo rate at 

its current levels then the 
government would not 
like it much with recent 
data showing that the 
government's fiscal defi-
cit in the year has risen to 
96.1% of the full-year tar-
get by the end of October 
as overall receipts lagged 
behind expenditure. 

With the economy 
showing signs of recov-
ery, the government will 
be expecting investments 
in order to fructify the 
green shoots.

Himangshu Das

ITC Credit harming Indian Oil Corporation
Oil refiner Indian Oil 

Corporation has report-
ed that the impact of the 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) would be near-
ly Rs. 4,200 crore for it 
won’t be able to claim the 
input tax credit for its au-
tomotive fuels that unfor-
tunately falls out of GST 
curriculum. ITC is useful 
for an entity as it reduces 
the tax on outputs by the 
same amount as paid as 
tax on inputs.

A.K.Sharma, IOC Di-
rector (finance), stated: 
“We have to face the bur-

den of dual tax compli-
ance. At first for non-auto 
fuels, which are under 
GST, and then on auto 
fuels which does not fall 
under GST and is consid-
ered under the old VAT 
rule.” 

He further explained 
that for automotive fu-
els like diesel and patrol 
which account for 60 per 
cent of the business, the 
company has not been 
able to claim ITC. “We 
have planned to talk 
the issue with the gov-
ernment. However, the 

permanent solution is to 
bring everything under 
the current tax regime 
which is a big issue.”

Sharma noted: “Denial 
of credit is mere enrich-
ing the state and central 
governments.”

An internal survey pre-
pared by the corporation 
shows that the organisa-
tion is bound to suffer Rs 
2,000 crore on revenue 
items and loss of another 
Rs 2,200 crore on capital 
items is estimated be-
cause of denial of ITC for 
auto fuels.
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TIME Person of the Year 2017 declared

Second-most popular tweet of 2017

Former US President Barack Obama’s tweet to 
condemn the racism acts that took place in Virgin-
ia in August has been ranked second-most popular 
tweet of the year, which was re-tweeted for more 
than 17 lakh times. Interestingly, Obama claimed 
three out of the Top 10 tweets in 2017.

UK must apologise for JB massacre

‘The Silence Breakers’ won the Person of the Year 
2017 award presented by the TIME Magazine for the 
enormous success of the initiative #MeToo move-
ment. The social media movement was aimed to 
shed light on the sexual harassments and assaults in 
the world. Donald Trump, North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un occupied the runners-up list.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan recently said that the 
time has come for the British Government to apologise 
for the Jallianwala Bagh massacre which took place in 
April 1919, and more than 377 people lost their lives. 
The British Army fired all guns blazing on Indian 
nationalists who stood tall against the Government’s 
forced conscription of Indian soldiers.
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Terrorist Saeed to contest in 
Pakistan general election 2018

It’s been just awhile 
that Lahore High Court 
released Hafiz Saeed 
from house arrest and the 
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) 
chief has already an-
nounced his future plan 
to contest in the general 
election 2018.

According to reports 
from Pakistan, the 26/11 
Mumbai terror master-
mind expressed his desire 
to seek a seat in the na-
tional assembly through 
the newly-formed Milli 
Muslim League (MML), 
but the constituency he 
would contest from is still 
kept confidential for the 
moment.

The MML was formed 
by when Saeed was de-
tained in Lahore. After 
campaigning for few 
weeks in Lahore, Saeed's 
alleged right hand Saiful-

lah Khalid announced the 
formation of the party 
three months ago.

Khalid had declared 
that MML will strive to 
make Pakistan a real Is-
lamic state. In September, 
the party’s leader Sheikh 
Yaqoob stated that the 
party is planning to field 
candidates in every con-

stituency of the country 
in upcoming elections.

Donald Trump adminis-
tration was upset with the 
release of the terrorist and 
said that he was designat-
ed a terrorist leader by 
both the United Nations 
and the United States and 
carries a bounty worth 
$10 million.

Apple agrees to pay 
huge amount to Ireland

Apple caught the 
headlines in the busi-
ness segment after it 
successfully reached 
an agreement with 
the European Union 
to start depositing the 
€13 billion in back 
taxes which they 
were ordered to pay 
Ireland last year, fol-
lowing its trademark 
decision to crack-
down on tax shelter 
policies and profit 
off-shoring.

In spite of the rul-
ing been issued more 
than a year ago in the 
later part of October 
2016, Ireland has re-
sisted collecting the 
money. The country 
strategically used low 
tax rates to increase 
domestic investments 
from foreign companies. 
But the practice has re-
sulted in companies like 
Apple effectively to use 
Ireland as a tax shelter by 
paying rates of 0.005 per-
cent on all European rev-
enues in ten years from 

2003 and 2014 with the 
help of subsidiaries and 
shell companies designed 
to collect and maintain 
offshore revenue. 

Apple has challenged 
this characterization of its 
tax schemes much before. 
CEO of the company Tim 

Cook called the EU Com-
missioner’s ruling a total 
political crap.

Due to the lack of ac-
tion taken by the Ireland, 
the European Union re-
ferred the government 
to the European Court 
of Justice which is also 

the highest court of the 
bloc’s governing body, to 
deal with the tax matters. 
Both Apple and the gov-
ernment of Ireland have 
appealed the ruling, with 
the Apple executives ex-
pect to recoup the money 
if successful.

Supreme Court gives huge 
boost to Trump’s decision
Donald Trump’s or-

der to ban travelers from 
six-Muslim majority 
countries along with two 
other countries received a 
huge boost when US Su-
preme Court declared that 
the rule could be imposed 
immediately as multiple 
court cases against the 
ban were resolved.

The ultimate hearing 
of the ban was predicted 
to take several months to 
get to any kind of agree-
ment, but the 7-2 ruling 
by the high court helped 
Trump’s decision to pre-
vail over the anti-dis-
crimination advocates 
who tried their best to go 
against the decision.

The six countries’ trav-
elers to be banned are 
Iran, Chad, Libya, Syr-
ia, Somalia, and Yemen 
along with Venezuela and 

North Korea. Howev-
er, an exemption can be 
made for travelers with 
bona fide links with the 
US such as business work 
or close family visits.

Justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Sonia So-
tomayor disagreed with 
the ruling proposal. But 

Justice Elena Kagan, who 
is a Barack Obama nom-
inee, decided to stay with 
the majority.

The progressive Center 
for Constitutional Rights 
completely dissented the 
ruling and stated: “We 
will not allow this to be-
come the new normal and 

whatever the courts may 
say, the ban on Muslim is 
inhumane and discrimi-
natory. 

We will continue to 
demonstrate that we re-
ject and will forever re-
sist the politics of fear, 
anti-Muslim racism, and 
also white supremacy.”

Jerusalem to be 
Israel’s Capital : US

US President Donald 
Trump has decided to 
acknowledge ‘Jerusalem’ 
as the capital of Israel 
and thereafter, move the 
American Embassy to the 
capital, a step that could 
potentially destroy his 
efforts to break peace be-
tween Israel and the Pal-
estinians.

Trump’s decision, con-
sidered a high-risk foray 
into the Middle East, was 
influenced not by diplo-
matic calculations but by 
a campaign promise that 
he made. He even made 

an appeal to evangelicals 
and ardently pro-Israel 
American Jews last year 
with a vow to move the 
embassy and since then 
he was focused to keep 
his word.

But the US president 
faced with a deadline of 
this past Monday to make 
that decision and he has 
decided to sign a national 
security waiver to keep 
the embassy in Tel Aviv 
for another six months, 
even as he set in motion 
a plan to move it to Jeru-
salem.

India signs drug 
agreement with Cuba

India reached an agree-
ment with Caribbean is-
land nation Cuba to en-
hance cooperation in the 
health sector by giving a 
boost to medical educa-
tion in the two countries.

J.P.Nadda, Union 
Health Minister, termed 
the deal as a historic 
one and stated that the 
relations between Cuba 
and India were always 
based on shared values of 
equality and justice.

The ministry of health 
signed a MoU with Ro-
tary International India in 
order to accelerate efforts 
under the polio eradica-

tion programme and for 
routine immunization.

The MOU will prove 
to be vital in the field 
of health and medicine 
between both the coun-
tries. It will also help to 
develop an institutional 
framework for bilateral 
cooperation. 

Mr.Nadda quoted: 
"One potential area is 

pharmaceutical and bio-
technology. Cuba has al-
ways made commendable 
strides in the field of bio- 
technology and pharma-
ceuticals." 

The Health Minister 
also took up a point to 
form a joint working 
group for the implemen-
tation of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding.

Himangshu Das

India clarifies with China 
regarding  violation of airspace

The Ministry of De-
fence in a statement stat-
ed that an Indian Army 
UAV that crashed into the 
China border was on its 
regular training mission 
and unfortunately lost 
contact with ground con-
trol due to some technical 
problem.  It also noted 
that according to the stan-
dard protocol, the Indian 
border security person-
nel instantly alerted their 

Chinese counterparts to 
locate the UAV and avoid 
any unwanted situations..

The Indian clarification 
was made after China’s 
Defence Ministry ac-
cused India of violating 
its airspace. “This move 
of the Indians strictly 
violated China’s territo-
rial sovereignty. Thus, 
we strongly express our 
dissatisfaction over the 
same,” quoted Zhang 

Shuili who is the deputy 
director of the Chinese 
Army’s western the-
atre combat bureau. The 
MOD later reverted with 

the locations information 
of the UAV. However, the 
exact cause of the unlike-
ly event is still under in-
vestigation.

Theresa May reach 
Brexit divorce 
deal with EU

Britain Prime Minister 
Theresa May and Euro-
pean Union Commission 
chief Jean-Claude Junck-
er have finally reached 
a Brexit divorce deal 
breakthrough in Brus-
sels, Belgium.

The EU Commission 
reported that Brexit gab 
should move on to trade 
talks as satisfactory 
progress had been made 
on the first stage which 
covered divorce issues, 
following talks.

“The European Com-
mission has further pro-
posed to the European 
Council as per Article 
50 to end that sufficient 
progress has been made 
in the first phase of the 
Article 50 negotiations 
with the UK,” stated the 
Commission.

 May made an early 
morning visit to Brussels 
after negotiators worked 
through the night to fi-
nalise the agreement on 
the terms of Britain’s de-
parture from the bloc.

The European Union 
took a deadline of com-
ing Sunday after talks 
failed to materialize on 
Monday as PM May’s 
Northern Irish allies 
strictly objected to terms 
for future arrangements 
for the Irish border. The 
EU has suggested on 
making sufficient and 
efficient progress on 
the Irish border on the 
Britain’s divorce bill, 
and also on the Rights 
of European citizens all 
around Britain before the 
second phase of negotia-
tions gets underway.

Japan prepares 
defense against 

North Korea
Japan is planning to 

acquire medium-range, 
air-launched cruise mis-
siles, which will be ca-
pable of striking rivals 
North Korea. Considered 
a controversial purchase 
of what will become the 
longest-range munitions 
of a country ever which 
has renounced the right 
to wage war.

Japan’s Defence Min-
ister Itsunori Onodera, 
however, did not refer 
his purchase to North 
Korea when announcing 
the acquisition. He said 
the new missiles will be 
only for defence pur-
pose as Japan still relies 
on the United States to 
strike any enemy bases.
The JSM is well-de-
signed by Kongsberg 
Defence & Aerospace of 
Norway and has a range 
of 500 km.

Same-sex 
marriage 
approved

Australian PM Mal-
colm Turnbull has boost-
ed several invites after 
the Australia law wel-
comed same-sex mar-
riage. Right from starting 
with a national postal 
vote in September, this 
historic reform was given 
royal assent and is being 
celebrated through-out 
the country. 

PM Malcolm ex-
pressed his happiness 
over the decision: “It is 
indeed a big Australian 
hug for all same-sex cou-
ples, saying we love you 
and respect you, now go 
out there and get mar-
ried.”
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Top 4 Regional Festivals in India
India is best known as a traveling destination as it is famous for its scenic beauty, rich heritage, and diversity. 

However, the country is most famous for its distinct festivals celebrated in every corner of the nation. 
If you are planning for holiday in India, here are the five festivals you should never miss out :
Bihu (Assam) Navratri (Gujarat)
Bihu is the most import-
ant festival in Assam. 
However, it is divided 
into three parts –Bohag 
Bihu, which is celebrat-
ed in April. It marks 
the beginning of an As-
samese New Year. Peo-
ple wash and worship 
cows, take the blessing 
of elders, and at night 
get tuned to Bihu func-
tions. Secondly, comes 
the Kati Bihu in Octo-

ber, where a peaceful 
environment is creat-
ed by lighting earth-
en lamps at the foot 
of household Tulsi 
plant, on the garden 
and the paddy fields. 
Lastly, Bhogali 
Bihu arrives in Jan-
uary which brings 
along all the region-
al foods. You won’t 
stop until your belly 
gives up wholly.

Dandiya, Garba, 
and tunes of Fal-
guni Pathak take 
the grand stage 
during Navratri 
in Gujarat. Lo-
cals also perform 
a Durga Puja in 
between this 10-
day lively fes-

tival. Acoustic 
music, dance, and 
a chance to wear 
the ethnic Guja-
rati costume, you 
just can’t afford to 
miss this regional 
festival in Octo-
ber. Some Ghagro 
na Choli !?

hemis Festival (kashmir)
This festival is cele-
brated on full swing 
in Hemis Gongpa, 
the largest & richest 
monastery in Kash-
mir. It is celebrated 
to honour the birth 
anniversary of Pad-
masambhava, the 
founder of Tibetan 
Buddhism. Men are 

dressed in traditional 
attires while women 
take up heavy jewel-
ry and headgears. It 
also marks the cel-
ebration of victory 
over evil. If you are 
in Kashmir during 
May, this festival 
will surely add extra 
stars on your trip.

ellora Festival (maharashtra)
Organized by Ma-
harashtra Tourism 
Development Corpo-
ration, it is a celebra-
tion of cultural, clas-
sical music, and some 
dancing at the Ellora 
Caves. It signifies the 

grandeur of Indian art 
and the various cultur-
al forms. The perfor-
mances are bound to 
leave you awestruck, 
especially if you’re 
into Indian arts, crafts, 
and traditions.

Indian Fashion Industry
is most competitive

Fashion has grown tremendously 
throughout the years and it has become 
more competitive now, according to Al-
lahabad-born designer Abhinav mishra. 
he has attained fame in 2009 after start-
ing his eponymous fashion project. 

In a recent interview, he expressed his 
views on the upgraded fashion industry 
of India. he urged the young talents who 
are aspiring to join the famed industry to 
stay updated about all the latest 
trends taking place in the 
market all over the world.

mishra comment-
ed: "Nowadays, peo-
ple are much clear 
about the industry 
and about what 
they need. It has 
become a lot more 
competitive mar-
ket, and that’s 
why I feel young 
designers should 
have more knowl-
edge about fash-
ion and the ongoing 
trends. It is critical to 
know and understand the 
pulse of the market and what 

consumers really want."
he further added: “There's a whole 

world outside of delhi-Ncr and we 
get orders from all parts of the world 
and this is an advantage young de-
signers definitely have benefitted 
from."

“Things have definitely im-
proved over the past few years 
and now there is more profes-

sionalism considering consum-
ers are also expecting a 

certain level of excel-
lence when they are 

spending.”
A b h i n a v 

mishra re-
cently added 
another fea-
ture to his 
cap when he 
successful-
ly launched 
h A S e e N , 
which is a 

Fall Winter 
2017 bridal 

wear line empha-
sized on the young 

and vibrant lot.

MovieReview
Sunny Leone 
starrer Tera Int-
ezaar, directed by 
Rajeev Waalia, 
hit the theatres on 
November 1. As 
expected, it was 
a disappointed 
with only Sun-
ny Leone pull-
ing the crowd in 
the theatres. The 
love-thriller-dra-
ma of 108 min-

utes contains no 
script, irritating 
music, and even 
poor acting. 
What more can 
you expect with 
Arbaaz Khan in 
the lead? Leone 
does look beauti-
ful in the film but 
her acting needs a 
whole lot of im-
provement. 
Stars : 0.5/5.

A step to fight violence against women
International luxury group 

Kering’s ancillary ‘The Ker-
ing Foundation’ has decided to 
stand against the gender-based 
violence going on around the 
world. It has recently launched 
a new digital movement in 
support of the International 
Day against Women’s Vio-
lence with the #ICouldHave-
Been campaign. 

During the Kering’s 6th an-

nual White Ribbon initiative, 
the campaign which ran from 
20th November to 25th No-
vember saw the brand’s iconic 
designers Alessandro Michele, 
Joseph Altuzarra, Christopher 
Kane along with Dennis Chan 
and board directors Stella 
McCartney and Salma Hayek 
gathered together to stand up 
against gender-based violence.

While addressing the media, 

chairman and CEO of Kering 
François-Henri Pinault stated: 
“Being taken birth as a girl 
should not equate to a higher 
risk of violence. Yet, it is the 
case in our world today. We 
must accept that we all could 
have been born a girl. This is a 
combat I am proud to join to-
gether with the Kering Foun-
dation.”

 Through the ICouldHave-

Been.org website, men will be 
invited to enter a female name 
on the website. After which 
they will be made aware of 
the issues and violence that 
would have affected them had 
they been a woman. With the 
gender-based issues faced by 
young people, such an ini-
tiative campaign brings in a 
much-needed blast of attention 
to provoke change.

Deepika stuns 
everyone at 
the red carpet 
Bollywood actress Deepika 

Padukone has recently been in the 
headlines for her next controver-
sial release ‘Padmavati’. But ac-
tress set the red carpet of Jio Film-
fare Awards Marathi 2017 on fire 
with her stunning look.

She slayed the show off-screen 
in her Sabyasachi Mukherjee sari.  
While every other actress was 
also looking stunning but Prakash 
Padukone’s daughter stood taller 
than the rest.  Her chose to wear a 
golden sari with floral embellish-

ments in pink and green. 
The matching trail attached 
to the sari added the extra 
beauty effect that caught ev-
eryone’s attention.

The designer Sabyasachi 
Mukherjee took everyone 
by surprise when he re-
vealed that the much talk-
ed about nine yard long 
garment actually took 47 
people and 39 days to 
give it the finishing fine 
look.

He further stated: "I love 
it when different faculties 
from every corner comes 
together to make a couture 
garment. 

The sari involved artists, 
embroiderers, printers, 
pattern cutters, and drap-

ing specialists along 
with skilled tailors. 
All the flowers 
were hand-painted, 
printed, embroi-
dered and finally 
hand-cut on fine 
tulle."
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Yuvi makes 
himself 

available 
for WC 2019

Fan-favourite Indian 
cricketer Yuvraj Singh 
has accepted without 
hesitation that he has 
been failing in the recent 
times, but the cricketer 
who has previously re-
covered from cancer says 
he won't give up on his 
career at least till world 
cup 2019.

The 36-year-old 
all-rounder has been 
struggling to keep 
a place on the 
side for some 
time now. In 
a recent in-
terview or-
ganized by 
UNICEF after 
the campaign 
‘the Power of 
Sports to Shape the 
Future of Adolescents’, 
he said: "I would say I am 
regularly failing. I failed 
the previous three fitness 
tests but the day before 
I passed my fitness test. 
But after 17 years I am 

still failing."
Yuvraj, who played a 

major role in India's 2011 
World Cup triumph, fur-
ther expressed: "I am not 
afraid of failure. I have 
gone through many ups 
and downs and I’ve seen 
defeat and that's what 
brings the pillar of suc-

cess. To be a successful 
man, you need to fail and 
you got to be defeated 
which will in future make 
you a stronger person and 

it will then take you to 
the next level."

Yuvraj also said that he 
was not quite sure about 
how many people still 
have the belief in him 
given his recent failures 
but he hasn't stopped be-
lieving in himself.

The left-hander, who 
has played 40 tests and 
more than 300 ODIs 

along with 58 T20 
In te rna t iona ls , 

also hinted that 
he may contin-
ue to play till 
World Cup 
2019: "I still 
want to play. 

No idea which 
format I am go-

ing to play. But I 
will surely push my-

self everyday as hard as 
I used to or may be harder 
than before as I am get-
ting little older. I do see 
myself playing cricket till 
2019 and obviously take 
a call only after that."

SL players wore mask 
to prevent Kohli’s 300

Former Indian 
Opener Virender Se-
hwag has alleged that 
the Sri Lankan team 
didn’t want Indian 
Captain Virat Kohli 
to complete his triple 
hundred in the on-go-
ing third and final of 
the series and that’s 
why they put up pollu-
tion mask while field-
ing to depict that they 
were suffering from the 
Delhi polluted weather. 
The situation led Kohli 
to declare the innings in a 
hurry. However, Sehwag 

further claimed that the 
same players who were 
wearing a mask while 
fielding didn’t appear to 
wear a mask when they 
were out to bat.

He questioned: "When 
they came to bat, why 
they didn't wear masks. 
Did the pollution level 
reduce all of a sudden 
then?"

Russian Olympic Team banned
Russia will no more 

take part in the 2018 
Winter Games to be 
held in Pyeongchnag, 
South Korea as their 
Olympics team has been 
banned from participat-
ing because of evidence 
of a systematic doping 
program. This has come 
out to be the harshest 
punishment in Olympic 
history.

However, Russian 
athletes can apply indi-
vidually to compete in 
the event but they will 
not be allowed to wear 
their country uniform. In 
addition to that, the coun-
try’s flag won’t appear 
at the opening ceremony 
and it’s national anthem 
will not be played either.

The harsh decision of 

International Olympic 
Committee came after a 
16-month long investiga-
tion of the Russians and 
two days ago, World An-
ti-Doping Agency report-
ed the confirmation that 

they possess evidence 
showing Russian author-
ities being involved in a 
scam with the athletes of 
the country.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has re-

fused any such allega-
tions over his country’s 
athletes. But in the mean-
time, several Russian ath-
letes have been exposed 
of doping and thereafter 
they lost their medals.

Atletico Madrid fails to Qualify, 
Ronaldo creates History

Teams to Qualify for Round of 16:
Group A: Man United, FC Basel
Group B: PSG, Bayern Munich
Group C: Roma, Chelsea
Group D: Barcelona, Juventus
Group E: Liverpool, Sevilla
Group F: Man City, Shakhtar
Group G: Besiktas, Porto
Group H: Tottenham, Real Madrid

Spaniard Llorente finally came good for 
Tottenham Hotspur since arriving from 
Swansea as he scored his first goal in 17 
appearances to help his team win 3-0 over 
a weak APOEL Nicosia team. In another 
match of the same group, Real Madrid got 
the better of Borussia Dortmund 3-2 in an 
evenly matched contest. Cristiano Ronal-

do scored the second goal of 
the team to become the first 
player in the history of football 
to score in all six group stage 
matches.

Liverpool qualified for the 
last 16 for the first time since 
2009 as they hammered Spar-
tak Moscow 7-0 courtesy of a 
Coutinho hattrick. Sevilla 
avoided an upset to draw 1-1 

against Maribor.
In Group D, Barcelona played out Sport-

ing comfortably even though Leo Messi 
was benched for the first 60 minutes. Paco 
Alcacer and one own goal gave Barcelona 
the top spot in the group. Juventus qualified 
as the second-best team by beating Olym-
piacos 2-0.

A late Sergio Aguero penalty wasn’t 

enough for Man-
chester City to 
avoid defeat 
against Shakhtar. 
The 1-2 defeat is 
the first for Pep 
Guardiola’s men 
this season. Feye-
noord caused an-
other upset beating 
Napoli 2-1.

Porto forced RB 
Leipzig to third 
place in the group 
with a convincing 5-2 win against strug-
gling AS Monaco.  Besiktas topped that 
group.

On Tuesday, Spanish giants Atletico Ma-
drid caught the headlines as they failed to 
qualify for next round with Chelsea and AS 

Roma taking the top 2 spots in the group. In 
another group, Bayern’s 3-1 win over PSG 
wasn’t enough to claim the top position. 
The defeat being PSG’s second consecu-
tive in all competitions saw them go level 
in points with the Allianz Arena but goal 
difference helped them to stay at the top.

Man United qualified easily with a 2-1 
win over CSKA Moscow. Lukaku and 
Rashford scored in a span of 3 minutes to 
help the team come from behind. 

The last-16 promises attacking and more 
entertaining football. Look out for some 
upsets.

Himangshu Das

Dhoni set to return to CSK
The Governing 

Council of Indian Pre-
mier League cleared all 
routes for MS Dhoni to 
return to his former side 
Chennai Super Kings. 
The former Indian team 
captain is currently 
under the Rising Pune 
Supergiants franchise. 
Chennai Super Kings 
will make a comeback 
in the 2018 edition af-
ter serving a two-year 
suspension for alleged 
spot-fixing and betting 
in the 2013 edition.

The Governing Council 
allowed CSK and Rajas-
than Royals, who was 
also banned for the same 
reason, to retain its play-
ers. 

Amitabh Choudhary, 
Acting Secretary of 

BCCI, stated in an inter-
view: "An IPL Franchise 
is eligible to secure up 
to 5 players by virtue of 
a combination of Player 
Retention and Right to 
Match option available 
during auction. The play-

er squad available for 
CSK and RR for retention 
or RTM will be the play-
ers who have played for 
them respectively in IPL 
2015 and who were part 
of RPS and Gujarat Lions 
squads in IPL 2017."

The Governing Coun-
cil of IPL has hiked the 
salary budget of all the 
franchises from Rs. 66 cr 
to Rs. 80 cr for the next 
year's auction, which is 
scheduled to happen in 
February.

Cristiano Ronaldo wins 
his 5th Balon d’Or, 

draws level with Messi
Real Madrid forward 

Cristiano Ronaldo beat 
Lionel Messi to win his 
5th Balon d’Or award on 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris. 
With consecutive wins, 
Ronaldo now possesses 
as many Balon d’Or as 
his counterpart Argentine 
who came second. Bra-
zilian Neymar Jr held the 
third position. 

This came after 
32-year-old Ronaldo 

helped Real Madrid win 
consecutive Champi-
ons League trophies and 
their first La Liga title 
since 2012 as they fin-
ished three points ahead 
of Spanish giants Barce-
lona. He has previously 
won the coveted award 
in 2008, consecutively in 
2013 and 2014, and lately 
in 2016.

Last season, he scored 
42 goals for his club in all 

competitions, apart from 
helping his national team 
win the Euro 2016. The 
former Manchester Unit-
ed player scored twice in 
the Champions League 
final to help his team beat 
Buffon’s Juventus 4-1. 

The Balon d’Or, which 
is voted by 173 jour-
nalists from all over the 
world, is awarded by the 
France Football every 
year since 1956.

Sri Lanka escapes 
with a draw, India 

wins Series

The third and final test 
match of the series end-
ed in a draw at Feroz 
Shah Kotla, Delhi. The 
Sri Lankans finally came 
good and gave the host 
a good fight. Centuries 
from Angelo Mathews 
and Capital Dinesh Chan-
dimal in the first innings 
and a hard-fought centu-
ry by Dhananjaya in the 
second was enough to see 
through the strong Indian 
side. 

Earlier, in the first in-
nings, Virat Kohli scored 
a massive 243 runs assist-
ed by Murali Vijay’s 155 
to help India post a mam-
moth 536. 

SL replied well but still 
fell short by 163 runs. In-

dia declared their second 
innings at 246/5 setting 
a target of 410 to win for 
their neighbors. While 
pundits expected Sri Lan-
ka to tumble under pres-
sure, their batsmen came 
good and ended the fifth 
day with 299/5. 

The draw made sure 
India wins the series 1-0, 
thus, India’s ninth con-
secutive test series win 
under Virat Kohli. The 
captain was adjudged 
Man of the Match as well 
as the Man of the Series 
for some prolific cap-
tain’s knocks.

India travels to South 
Africa in a month’s time 
which will be the ultimate 
test for Kohli and Co.

Himangshu Das
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