
Four renowned Sikh 
gurudwaras in Delhi, 
including Rakab Ganj 
and Bangla Sahib gurd-
warae are planning to go 
eco-friendly by adapting 
solar energy to meet their 
day to day electricity 
needs from April.

The four gurdwaras - 
Gurdwara Bangla Sahib, 
Rakab Ganj, Nanak Piao 
and Majnu Ka Tila - will 
install housetop solar 
panels with a capacity 
of 1 Mega Watt (MW), 
said Manjit Singh GK, 
the leader of Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Management 
Committee (DSGMC).

“The commissioning of 
solar plants will be com-
pleted by March-end,”  
he stated, including a 
function will be held one 

week from now to begin 
take a shot at the task.

An organization en-
rolled with the Solar En-
ergy Corporation of India 
(SECI) has been chosen 
via competitive bidding. 
A power purchase agree-
ment has been marked and 
the DSGMC is probably 
going to spare around Rs 
60 lakh for every year as 

power charge, GK stated.
The solar power project 

is a tribute to the seventh 
Sikh Guru Har Rai whose 
affection for the nature 
and teaching for its pro-
tection and preservation 
inspire the whole com-
munity to consider envi-
ronment, he included.

The DSGMC president 
said when the project is 

complete, it will create 
around 4,000 units add-
ed, which will add up to 
roughly 1.3 million units 
for each year.

Expressing that 1 MW 
solar power will be able 
to reduce 1,300 tons of 
CO2 emissions a year, 
he belives that after 
completing 25 years, the 
eco-friendly project will 
help in reducing emis-
sions close to 30,000 met-
ric tons of CO2.

“Other green measures 
like biogas project, langar 
waste and water manage-
ment, heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning 
(HVAC) energy saving 
projects are also being 
implemented by the re-
newable energy wing,” 
he added.

The Maldives was wa-
vering on the very edge 
of military rule on Sun-
day with the Abdulla Ya-
meen government hoping 
to smother the nation’s 
supreme court.

Highly placed sourc-
es in the Maldivian apex 
court, even as they en-
treated India and oth-
er democratic nations 
for help, revealed that 
Yameen was hoping to 
sack SC judges, includ-
ing boss equity Abdulla 
Saeed, by recording false 
arguments against them.

“The chief of judicial ad-
ministration, Hasan Saeed, 
had his home raided on 

bribery charges and judges 
are being intimidated. We 
need India to take tough 
measures to ensure that 
rule of law is implement-
ed in the Maldives,” a top 
source in the SC told

Things got ugly toward 
the beginning of the day 
as the country’s police 
chief and the Maldives 
National Defense Force 
declared they would take 
orders from attorney gen-
eral Mohamed Anil and 
not the SC.

However, later in the 
evening, the SC managed 
another hit to Yameen, re-
questing that he consent 
to its request to release 

political prisoners and 
reestablish nonconform-
ist administrators in light 
of the fact that their trials 
were “politically pro-
pelled and flawed “.

The attorney general 
blamed the SC for getting 
ready to impeach Yameen 
and said such a move 
would be illegal and will 
be opposed by the gov-
ernment.

Anil said Yameen’s ex-
pulsion from office by the 
court would dive the na-
tion into a “national secu-
rity crisis”. The best court, 
a week ago, had requested 
the release of every single 
political prisoners.
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25 years ago, @billclinton signed 
the Family and Medical 

Leave Act, which remains 
a success all these years 
later. Now we need paid 
leave to finish the job and 

create more equitable & 
family friendly workplaces. 

India remembers Dr. Zakir Husain 
on his birth anniversary. 

His contribution towards 
India’s freedom movement 
was tremendous. He also 
distinguished himself as a 

scholar and educationist.

The Mughal Gardens will 
remain open for the public 
from February 6, 2018 to 
March 9, 2018 between 

0930 hrs to 1600 hrs. 
Entry and exit will be 

from Gate No. 35 of the 
President’s Estate

Hillary Clinton, US presidential candidate’16

Ram Nath Kovind, President of India

quote

unquote

Representative Devin Nunes, 
a man of tremendous 
courage and grit, may 
someday be recognized 
as a Great American 
Hero for what he has 
exposed and what he has 
had to endure!
Donald J. Trump, US President

Narendra Modi, PM of India

14 February

Valentine’s Day 

of the Week

RS members condemn lawmaker for 
Facebook post against Venkaiah Naidu
Cutting across par-

ty lines, members in the 
Rajya Sabha on Friday 
condemned an unnamed 
lawmaker for posting on 
Facebook comments crit-
ical of chairman M Ven-
kaiah Naidu, and demand-
ed an apology from him.

Raising the issue, Na-
resh Agarwal (SP) said 
all members had full faith 
in the Chair and one MP 
posting on Facebook com-
ments alleging bias in his 
conduct of proceedings of 
the House, were unwar-
ranted and unparliamen-
tary.

Bhupender Yadav (BJP) 
said there can be political 
differences but posting 

such comments on social 
media was an insult to the 
Chair.

Leader of the Opposition 
and senior Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad said 
such an act is unparlia-
mentary and “we condemn 
it.”

Derek O’Brien (TMC) 
said the Chair gives all 
members enough opportu-
nity and there is no neces-
sity of going to any social 
media.

None of the MPs named 
the member who had made 
the remarks on Facebook.

Naidu was in the Chair 
when the matter was raised 
but he did not make any 
comment.

Indian national Kul-
bhushan Jadhav, who’s 
on death row in Pakistan 
for alleged espionage, is 
presently under trial on 
charges of “terrorism and 
sabotage”, Pakistani daily 
paper Dawn revealed to-
day, refering to an anony-
mous official.

The official didn’t 
state whether this trial 
too is being conduct-
ed in a military court. 
Jadhav, a former Navy 
officer, was condemned 
to death by a Pakistani 
military court in April a 
year ago. His execution 

was stayed last May by 
the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ).

The Pakistani author-
ity reportedly disclosed 
to Dawn that Jadhav has 
various cases against him 
in which he had been 
prosecuted on alleged ter-
ror- and sabotage-related 
charges. The official addi-
tionally said the trial in a 
charge relating to alleged 
spying had only just con-
cluded.

Jadhav’s execution was 
stayed in May a year ago 
after India appealed to the 
ICJ in The Hague. Jad-

hav has never been giv-
en  consular access. India 
challenged the Pakistani 
military court’s death 
sentence on Jadhav in 
The Hague for violating 
the Vienna Convention in 
not giving Jadhav consul-
ar access.

Pakistan has yet to give 
Jadhav consular access. It 
did allow Jadhav to meet 
mother and his wife in 
December, yet that fur-
ther worsened relations 
with India as Pakistani 
authorities harassed and 
intimidated Jadhav’s rel-
atives.

The party is over. India’s tech 
firms must re-invent or perish

Delhi’s renouned gurdwaras plan to go green

Maldives president declares war on SC, court seeks India help Kulbhushan Jadhav again under trial in Pakistan, 
this time for alleged ‘terrorism, sabotage’

You can see it in their 
faces, hear it in their voic-
es. The Japanese and Ko-
reans – on top of the world 
in the 1980s and 1990s 
– want the good old days 
back. When I meet Japa-
nese and Korean compa-
nies these days I find their 
executives among the 
most attentive and deter-
mined of any in the world. 
Years of economic stagna-
tion does that to you. Who 
doesn’t want to escape 
from a malaise? Willing 
alone won’t bring back 
the boom times – and I’m 
not yet ready to forecast 
a Northeast Asian renais-
sance. What I am ready to 
do is predict South Asian 
retrogression.

The complacency that 
caused Japan and South 
Korea to lose their edge 
at the end of the last mil-
lennium is about to afflict 
India. This is not to den-
igrate the talent base in 
the Subcontinent – Indian 
digital expertise remains 
world-class. It is a ques-

tion of attitude , an unwill-
ingness to face the reality 
of the industrial shift that 
is coming.

Much of India’s IT 
wealth comes from west-
ern outsourcing of IT ser-
vices – managing new and 
old world corporate IT 
systems and mainframes 
upon which they run. Yet 
about a decade ago, the 
balance of computing 
power started to change to 
favour individual users.

With the advent of tab-
lets, apps and cloud com-
puting, users have direct 
access to better technol-

ogy than their IT depart-
ments can provide them. 
They can download cheap, 
elegant, and powerful 
apps on their smartphones 
that make their corporate 
systems look primitive. 
These modern-day apps 
do not require internal 
teams of people doing 
software development and 
maintenance—they are 
user-customisable and can 
be built by anyone with 
basic programming skills. 
And with secure cloud 
computing, companies are 
doing away with servers, 
so corporate data centres 

are shrinking while Ama-
zon, Google, and Micro-
soft’s data centers expand.

Gone are the multi-bil-
lion dollar outsourcing 
deals that the Indian out-
sourcers celebrated every 
month.

When I talk to Indian 
CEOs, they acknowledge 
the threats of digital trans-
formation, and can see the 
opportunities for diversifi-
cation. Yet they turn away 
from our conversations to 
focus on closing another 
legacy outsourcing deal – 
fiddling while Bangalore 
burns.

Pakistan defence minister warns 
India against any ‘misadventure’

Pakistan’s defence 
minister Khurram Dasta-
gir has warned India of a 
“ response” if there is an 
occurrence of a “misad-
venture” by it.

Dastagir’s comments 
came amid a Kashmir 
Solidarity Day gathering 
at the President House on 
Monday which was facil-
itated by President Mam-
noon Hussain.

“They [India] may 
have the right to start an 
[unprovoked] misadven-
ture but the right to re-
spond, at what level and 
with what magnitude will 
be reserved by us,” The 
Express Tribune cited 
Dastagir as saying.

He likewise said that 

Pakistan was committed 
on the 2003 truce agree-
ment with India yet said 
that it ought not be inter-
preted as shortcoming to 
respond in an occurrence 
of a war.

“It makes it incumbent 
on me to demand that 
there must be an interna-
tional enquiry to deter-
mine the exact spectre of 
the crimes being commit-
ted by the Indian forces in 
Kashmir,” he said.

Talking at another 
event, the defence min-
ister said that Islam-
abad holds the right to 
choose the measure and 
modicum of response to 
ceasefire violations by 
India.

Bill introduced in US House to 
end non-defence aid to Pakistan

A bill on Monday 
was presented in the US 
House of Representatives 
to end non-defence aid 
to Pakistan as it “pro-
vides military aid and 
intelligence” terrorists. It 
sought that the amount be 
redirect to infrastructure 
projects in the country.

Introduced by Con-

gressmen Mark Sanford 
from South Carolina and 
Thomas Massie from 
Kentucky, the legislation 
will prohibit the US State 
Department and the Unit-
ed States Agency for In-
ternational Development 
(USAID) from sending 
American taxpayer mon-
ey to Pakistan.

Rather, these assets 
will be diverted to the 
Highway Trust Fund, the 
account that pays for road 
infrastructure in the US.

The administrators 
claimed that Pakistan “in-

tentionally” gives assets 
to fear based oppressors.

Sanford stated, “When 
the American people sup-
port other nations, our 
generosity shouldn’t be 
used to reward terrorists 
with US taxpayer dollars. 
Couple this with the fact 
that the Highway Trust 
Fund will be $111 billion 

short by 2026, and it sim-
ply makes financial sense 
to repurpose these funds 
for our infrastructure.”

“Let’s bring that money 
home and use it to help 
rebuild our infrastructure 
instead of giving it to a 
nation that persecutes 
Christians and imprisons 
people such as the doctor 
that helped us get Osama 
bin Laden,” he said.

The US, post 9/11, has 
given almost USD 34 bil-
lion in aid to Pakistan, in-
corporating $526 million 
of every 2017 alone.
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Ex-Bangla PM Khaleda Zia given 5 years 
rigorous imprisonment for graft

US begins reducing troops in Iraq 
after victory over ISIS

Virat Kohli explains how he braved cramps 
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The Siachen 
Glacier AFS is 
the highest air 

force station 
in India. It is 
measured at 

a towering 
22,000 ft or 

6,706 m.

Reliance JioTV app gets exclusive rights to stream 
Winter Olympic Games PyeongChang 2018 in India

Jio TV, the streaming app 
owned by the domestic 
telecom giant Reliance 
Jio, has been awarded the 
digital rights to stream 
Olympic Winter Games 
PyeongChang 2018 by 
the International Olym-
pic Committee for India. 
The app will be providing 
“comprehensive cover-

age of the Games in India, 
thus enabling millions to 
access live and catch-up 
content on their mobile 
devices, on the move.”
The Olympic Winter 
Games will begin from 
February 9 to 25 and 
will take place at Pyeo-
ngChang County, South 
Korea. Reliance says it’s 

JioTV app will have mul-
tiple channels to stream 
24x7 live content. In ad-
dition to live streaming, 
the app will also include 
highlight packages. Users 
can also see the repeat 
programs in the app.
Reliance Jio is trying its 
best to push the limits 
in order to overshadow 

its competition such as 
Airtel, Idea and Voda-
fone. By acquiring the 
content streaming rights 
for its JioTV app, the 
telecom firm is also mak-
ing strides in the content 
streaming market, which 
for now is dominated by 
Amazon Prime, Netflix, 
Hotstar and few others.
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Founded by Ronnie and Zarina Screwvala, the 
Swades Foundation operates with the single-minded 
focus of empowering rural India. Our vision is rural 
empowerment through best practices, modern tech-
nology and values. 

Our philosophy states that India lives in her villages 
and we cannot rise to our true potential as a country 
without a fundamental transformation in the lives of 
people in rural India. At the Swades Foundation we 
believe that the partnership of rural India with corpo-
rates, young urban India, the Government and other 
foundations is the key to create a permanent and irre-
versible change for good. 

We aim at bringing together the best global practic-
es, corporate thinking and accountability, the highest 
standards of corporate governance to create a model 
of sustainable development, which is a benchmark in 
the industry and can be replicated at scale. We strong-
ly believe in collaboration and working with multiple 
partners including other foundations, NGOs, corpo-
rates and the government. 

Our Mission is to empower 1 million rural Indians 
every 5-6 years, creating a permanent, irreversible 
change for good. We believe in a holistic 360-degree 
development with a focus on four key verticals - 
Health, Education, Water & Sanitation, and Economic 
Development. This model empowers our communi-
ties with the capability of creating choices for them-
selves and their families, allowing them to transform 
their own lives and ensuring a permanent and irrevers-
ible change for good. 

EditorialNEwsoNdot 
India needs sewage systems  

and not free toilets 

An approach declara-
tion about the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) 
in the 2018 spending 
discourse scarcely got 
any consideration. Al-
luding to the 60 mil-
lion toilets as of now 
built, the back pastor 
pronounced the current 
program a win, and re-
ported the goal to build 
an extra 20 million toi-
lets dispensing a finan-
cial plan of Rs17,843 
crore to this end. This 
has pulled in little 
feedback or acclaim. 
The reason is that In-
dians know about this 
arrangement; they are 
helped to remember it 
every day while pay-
ing the Swachh Bharat 
cess. What’s more, 
there is little debate 
over the requirement 
for more noteworthy 
levels of sanitation. 
Generally, this appears 
like a well meaning and 
sensible activity. 

Aside from a cer-
tain something. Access 
to free toilets has not 

helped resolve open 
crap in India. Also, 
the SBA is probably 
not going to prevail in 
its essential errand of 
taking out open poo by 
October 2019. The fun-
damental reason is that 
Indians don’t need free 
toilets, they need sew-
age frameworks. India 
has far more elevated 
amounts of open poo 
than different nations 
of a similar (GDP) per 
capita. For instance, 
India has a higher GDP 
for each capita than 
Bangladesh, yet in 
Bangladesh just 8.4% 
family units poo in the 
open, contrasted with 
55% in India. Essen-
tial restrooms are not 
that costly, and indi-
viduals in nations far 
poorer than India fab-
ricate reasonable lav-
atories to abstain from 
crapping in the open. 
Regularly, as countries 
get wealthier, open poo 
diminishes. In spite of 
increments in GDP per 
capita, and increment 

in restroom accessibil-
ity through the SBA, 
India has seen little di-
minishing in open crap. 

For what reason do 
Indians, even with avail-
able toilets, go in the 
open? Particularly when 
open crap is executing 
babies, influencing kids 
to wiped out, hindering 
their development. 

The SBA has insig-
nificant possibility of 
achievement soon. Re-
gardless of whether the 
administration fabri-
cates free toilets with 
no spillage or defile-
ment, India will, best 
case scenario have 80 
million new toilets that 
a substantial extent of 
Indians would prefer 
not to utilize, and at 
the same time abnor-
mal amounts of open 
poo. The administration 
needs to reconsider the 
answer for the issue of 
open poop and spotlight 
on giving open mer-
chandise like sewage 
frameworks rather than 
free toilets.

RuRAl eMPOweRMeNT
SwADeS FOuNDATION

Ban modified rickshaws, court orders the police
Witnessing them as 

a “menace” and risk to 
public health and safety, a 
Delhi court has intructed 
police to totally ban the 
‘jugaad’ vehicles or cy-
cle rickshaws fitted with 
scooter engines in Delhi.

“Plying of such ‘ju-
gaads’ is a menace to the 
safety and security of the 
pedestrian and other road 
users as has happened in 
the case wherein two mo-
torbikes were hit by such 
cycle rickshaws and the 
leg of one of the bikers 
was totally crushed,” said 
R K Chauhan, presiding 
officer of Motor Accident 
Claims Tribunal (MACT). 
The court said that even 
cycle rickshaws itself isn’t 

permitted inside the ju-
risdiction of South Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 
and New Delhi Municipal 
Council. “Thirty-two such 
‘jugaads’ rickshaws have 
been impounded in Jaitpur 
when found plying illegal-
ly. A huge number of such 
illegally modified rick-
shaws are plying in entire 

Delhi,” said the court.
It likewise witnessed 

that under the Motor Ve-
hicle Act, these ‘jugaad’ 
vehicles don’t ply under 
the ambit of any motor ve-
hicle and thus looked upon 
an action made report from 
the police by February 17 
in such manner. The case 
relates to a man being hit 

by a ‘jugaad’ rickshaw 
which was being rashly 
which pulverized his leg in 
Jaitpur a month ago.

The court stated, an im-
plication should be sent 
to the magistrates of Del-
hi Police and transport, 
government, for making a 
move against these modi-
fied cycle rickshaws.

Govt aims to transfer Air India to winning 
bidder by end of June, says Jayant Sinha

The government hopes 
to finish the privatization 
of Air India by end of 
this year and the winning 
bidder will be announced 
before the end of June, 
Union minister Jayant 
Sinha said on Friday.

The debt-laden airline, 
which is running on tax-
payers’ money, would be 
available to be purchased 
“four different entities”, 
while private players can 
have around 51% stake in 
the carrier.

The Minister of State 
for Civil Aviation said the 
memorandum for the pro-
posed disinvestment of 
Air India would be issued 
in the following weeks. 
The memorandum would 
lay out insights about dif-
ferent aspects, including 
what is going to be avail-
able for bidding, assets 
and how much stake the 
government would pos-
sess, he said.

“We expect to have a 
winning bidder by the end 
of June and the legal clos-
ing of this transaction by 
end of this year,” Sinha 
stated, including the two 
formal expressions of in-
terest have been received 
by the ministry.

Legal closing implies 
that at that point, all of 
the legal agreements, se-
curity clearances, transfer 
of assets, transfer of title, 
deeds, everything will be 
complete. So Air India 
will be operated by some-
body else”, he noted.

The interest for Air 
India disinvestment has 
originated from no-frills 

carrier IndiGo and a for-
eign bidder, who’s details 
were not uncovered by 
the minister.

Resuscitating the 
debt-laden carrier, a 
group of ministers, head-
ed by Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley, is working 
out the procedure of the 
stake sale.

“The government has 
also initiated the process 
of strategic disinvestment 
in 24 CPSEs (Central 
Public Sector Enterpris-
es). This includes strate-
gic privatisation of Air 
India,” Jaitley said during 
his Budget speech on 
Thursday.

Chinese firm to build four-lane roads in north Goa

Stone-pelting cases down by 50%: Government

A China-based 
company Quing-
dao Constructions 
has been appoint-
ed the work of 
four-laning the 
17.4km-stretch 
from Karaswa-
da to Bambolim 
(excluding the 
Mandovi bridge 
project). The 
company has en-
tered into a joint 
venture with a 
Hyderabad firm for the 
project.

The four-laning project, 
funded by the central gov-
ernment, includes roads of 
two carriageways of two 
lane each on either side 
with a median dividing the 
two carriageways, foot-
paths on either sides, and 
a service lane that gives 
enough buffer so that vehi-
cles entering the highway 
do not collide into the traf-
fic on the highway.

Work on the Karaswa-
da to Bambolim stretch is 

already underway in areas 
where the land is already 
in the state’s possession 
and  the land acquisition 
process is presently in 
progress for the remaining 
stretch,. “For the Karaswa-
da to Bambolim four-lan-
ing, a plant for batch mix-
ing of concrete has already 
been set up at Colvale,” an 
official said. The deadline 
set for both the sections is 
two years from the com-
mencement of work.

Under the multi-crore 
project, the national high-

way is slated to be widened 
from its current two-lane 
structure to four lanes. The 
vehicles will be allowed to 
cruise at a speed of 80 to 
100 kmph.

The project will also 
bring in a new bridge at 
Colvale and a number of 
elevated corridors at Por-
vorim, the Green Park 
junction at Guirim and the 
Binani junction at Colvale. 
The widening project will 
also include vehicular un-
derpasses all along the 
highway.

Chandrayaan-2 mission: Rover to spend 
14 days on moon’s surface, says Isro chief

Gearing up for its most 
challenging space mis-
sion, Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (Isro) 
is leaving no stone un-
turned to make the Chan-
drayaan-2 (lunar-2) mis-
sion a success. Unlike the 
first lunar mission when a 
PSLV rocket carried the 
spacecraft to the moon’s 
orbit, this time heavy-pay-
load lifter GSLV Mk II 
will launch the spacecraft 
weighing 3,290kg as the 
module will carry an or-
biter, a rover and a lander 
to the moon.

Giving exclusive in-
sights about the mission, 
Isro chairman Dr K Sivan 
said, , “Chandraayan-2 is 
a challenging mission as 
for the first time we will 
carry an orbiter, a lander 
and a rover to the moon. 
The launch date schedule 
in April. Once the GSLV 
rocket carrying the space-
craft is launched from Sri-

harikota, the orbiter will 
reach the moon’s orbit in 
one to two months.”

Dr Sivan stated, “Af-
ter reaching the moon’s 
orbit, the lander will get 
detached from the orbit-
er and do a soft-landing 
near the south pole of 
the moon. The 6-wheeled 
rover fixed within the 
lander will get detached 
and move on the lunar sur-
face. The rover has been 
designed in such a way 
that it will have power to 
spend a lunar day or 14 
Earth days on the moon’s 
surface and walk up to 
150-200 metres. It will do 
several experiments and 
on-site chemical analysis 
of the surface.”

“The rover will then 
send data and images of 
the lunar surface back to 
the Earth through the or-
biter within 15 minutes. 
After spending 14 earth 
days, the rover will go in 

a sleep mode. We are hop-
ing the rover will again 
come alive whenever that 
part of the moon (where 
the rover will land) gets 
sunlight and recharges 
the rover’s solar cells. 
Besides the rover, the 
orbiter will also capture 
images of the moon while 
orbiting it.”

On testing of lunar seg-
ments, Dr Sivan stated, 
“All three components 
of the lunar module are 
almost ready. Currently, 
their integration is going 
on.” On fixing launch 
date, he said, “The launch 
date will depend on var-
ious factors like the 
moon’s relative position 
with respect to the Earth.

Once the GSLV is 
launched, it will put the 
spacecraft in the 170 km 
x 20,000 km elliptical or-
bit. we expect it to reach 
the lunar orbit in two 
months.”

Ex-Bangla PM Khaleda Zia given 5 
years rigorous imprisonment for graft

Bangladesh’s ex-pre-
mier Khaleda Zia was on 
Thursday sentenced to five 
years rigorous imprison-
ment for corruption, a huge 
setback for the 72-year-old 
main opposition leader 
who may be barred from 
contesting the next general 
election in December.

The three-time prime 
minister was sentenced by 
Dhaka’s Special Court in 
connection with the em-
bezzlement of 21 million 
taka (USD 250,000) in for-
eign donations meant for 
the Zia Orphanage Trust, 
named after her late hus-
band Ziaur Rahman.

The verdict simultane-
ously sentenced Zia’s “fu-
gitive” elder son and Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP’s) senior vice presi-
dent Tarique Rahman as he 
was tried in absentia in the 
Zia Orphanage Trust case. 
Rahman and four others 
have been sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

Judge Mohammad 
Akhtaruzzaman, while 

delivering the judge-
ment, said: “The case was 
proved beyond any doubt 
against the accused”.

Zia, wearing a white 
sari, appeared in person in 
the heavily-guarded court-
room amid heightened po-
litical tension.

Sentencing Zia to rig-
orous imprisonment, the 
judge said that the shorter 
term was for “her health 
and social status”.

The judge read out the 
abridged version of the 
632-page verdict in 10 
minutes while several 
BNP leaders were present 
in the courtroom.

He said that all the con-
victs played identical role 
in the crime but Zia was 
given a lesser term taking 
into account her “age and 
social status”.

The court also said that 
the defence tried their best 
to hinder the trial pro-
ceedings as they sought 
time for 35 occasions in 
the name of changing the 
court.

Ayodhya case: SC asks parties to file 
English translation of documents

The Supreme Court 
on Thursday asked par-
ties before the Allahabad 
high court in the Babri 
Masjid- Ram Janmab-
hoomi dispute to file in 
two weeks English trans-
lation of documents ex-
hibited by them.

A special bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Di-
pak Misra said that it 
would hear the appeals 
on March 14 and clarified 

that it never intended to 
hear the case on a “day-
to-day basis”.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Ashok 
Bhushan and S A Nazeer, 
said it will deal with the 
instant matter as a “pure 
land dispute” and indicat-
ed that impleadment ap-
plications of those which 
were not before the High 
Court would be dealt 
with later.

 Stone-pelting incidents 
in J&K declined to 1,261 
last year from 2,808 in 
2016, junior Union min-
ister of state for home 
minister Hansraj Ahir in-
formed the Rajya Sabha 
on Wednesday.
The unusually high cases 
of stone-pelting incidents 
in 2016 were largely on 

account of violent pro-
tests that broke out after 
the killing of Hizbul Mu-
jahideen terrorist Burhan 
Wani in an encounter in 
July of that year. The to-
tal stone-pelting incidents 
recorded in 2015 were 
730.
Ahir, in written reply to 
another question in the 

Rajya Sabha, said 13 
protesters were killed 
in 2016 due to pellets 
fired at them, while 
there were four fatal-
ities from pellets last 
year. All the 13 kill-
ings in 2016 pertained 
to the four months 
of unrest following 
Wani’s killing .



In the BJP’s parliamen-
tary board meeting in 
Delhi today, party presi-
dent Amit Shah asked if 
it would be in national in-
terest to talk about Rafale 
deal, reported ANI.

“A lot has been said and 
discussed about Rafale 
deal. All the main points 

related to the deal are in 
public domain. Would it 
now be right to discuss 
all components of the 
deal threadbare? Would 
it serve our national in-
terest?” Union Minister 
Ananth Kumar quoted 
Shah as saying, after the 
meeting got over.

The Congress party has 
been up in arms against 
the NDA government in 
centre for its hesitance in 
making details of the Ra-
fale deal public. The party 
MPs have created ruckus 
in parliament and accused 
BJP of having compro-
mising national security 

while promoting “crony 
capitalism” and causing 
a loss to the public exche-
quer.

Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi has repeated-
ly targeted PM Modi on 
Twitter. He has claimed 
that there is a huge scam 
in the way Modi govern-
ment procured of 36 Ra-
fale fighter jets from Paris.

After the BJP meet to-
day, Anath revealed how 
Rahul’s behaviour was the 
topic of discussion in the 
gathering.

“Amit ji believes that 
Rahul’s style of politics 
is undemocratic. He is 
responsible for the heck-
ling and disruptions that 
happened during PM Mo-
di’s speech in Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha,” Kumar 
said.
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64% of antibiotics sold in India unapproved: UK study
Multinational or-

ganizations contin-
ue to manufacture 
and sell unregulated 
antibiotics in India, 
declining the issue 
of antimicrobial re-
sistance in the na-
tion and impeding 
endeavors to battle 
drug resistance all 
globally, a UK con-
sider said.

The report, to 
be made open on 
Monday by analysts at 
Queen Mary University 
of London and Newcastle 
University, said a huge 
number of antibiotic pills 
in the Indian market have 
not been regulated in In-
dia, the UK or US. The 
survey was published 
in the British Journal of 

Clinical Pharmacology.
It found that of 118 

unique details of differ-
ent formulations of fixed 
dose combination (FDC) 
antibiotics being sold 
in India in the vicinity 
of 2007 and 2012, 64% 
were not approved by the 
Central Drugs Standard 

Control Organization 
(CDSCO), despite the 
fact that sale or supply of 
unapproved new drugs in 
India is illegal.

The report stated that 
Abbott, Astra Zeneca, 
Baxter, Bayer, Eli Lilly, 
GlaxoSmith-Kline, Mer-
ck/MSD, Novartis, Pfiz-

er, Sanofi-Aventis, 
and Wyeth, pro-
duced 45% (53) 
of the 188 FDCs 
under 148 brand 
names.

Of these, 62% 
(33) were CDS-
CO-approved and 
only 8% (four) had 
been endorsed in 
the US or UK. Of 
the 38% (20) of 
FDC formulations 
manufactured by 

multinational organiza-
tions which had no record 
of CDSCO approval, 
90% (18) were manufac-
tured by Abbott, it said. 
By 2011-12, FDCs made 
up 33% of total antibiotic 
sales in India, with 34.5% 
of FDCs being unap-
proved formulations.

Delhi plans its first ‘green’ budget to tackle bad air
With alarmingly high 

pollution levels in the 
capital raising serious 
health concerns, the Aam 
Aadmi Party govern-
ment has come up with a 
multi- department action 
plan in the 2018-19 Delhi 
Budget, to be presented 
in March. . Discussions 
around what is being 
anticipated as Delhi’s 
first “green budget “ be-
gan a week ago and, by 
mid-February, the gov-
ernment intends to set-
tle proposition that will 
shape a piece of an activ-
ity intend to be executed 
in the new financial year.

Through this action 
plan, the government is 
going for an “visible im-
pact” throughout the fol-
lowing two years, sourc-
es say, including that the 

government feels that air 
contamination in Delhi 
has reavched emergency 
levels. Authorities re-
fer to a several scientific 
studies that show high 
exposure to particulate 
matter, nitrogen oxides 
and carbon monoxide can 
cause enduring health 
damage and lead to in-
creased mortality.

Department-level dis-
cussions for shortlisting 
the proposition began on 
February 2 and will go 
ahead till February 14. 
A budget meeting will 
be held on February 15 
to talk about and waitlist 
proposition from every 
office for inclusion of the 
“green budget”and these 
will be finalized between 

February 16 and 17. Every 
proposition will set down 
“destinations, time span 
for execution, proposed 
cost, potential effect on 
follution and conceivable 
troubles in implementa-
tion “. Authorities have 
been requested to harp on 
revenue generation possi-
bilities to meet the costs 
of the ambitious plan.

Talking about Rafale not in national 
interest, says Amit Shah in BJP meet

Mere misuse does not Justify Scrapping down Aadhar Act

Mere possibility of 
misuse cannot be a 
ground for striking down 
the Aadhar Act”, Justice 
D.Y Chadrachud. During 
a hearing on the validi-
ty of the unique identity 
scheme on this Tuesday, 
Chandrachud employed 
Section 7 of the Aadhar 
Act as his shield against 
the strong opposition by 

Kapil Sibbal, a senior ad-
vocate. The section pro-
vides an exhaustive list 
of purposes for the per-
missible use of Aadhar.

The much - heated 
topic is being discussed 
during an eight day long 
Constitutional Bench 
hearing. The five judge 
Bench has the Chief 
Justice of India, Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.K Sikri, 
A.M Kanwilkar, Ashok 

Bhushan and 
Justice Chand-
rachud on board.

The argu-
ment by Justice 
Chadrachud was 
backed by Jus-
tice A.K Sikri. 
Sikri observed 
that if the Gov-
ernment of India 
wished to access 
specific infor-

mation about a person, 
it could easily fulfil its 
purpose by sources other 
than the Aadhar.

These arguments how-
ever were met by strong 
opposition by Kapil Sib-
bal. Sibbal emphasized 
on the right of the citi-
zens to leave personal in-
formation undisclosed in 
the public domain. Point-
ing out Section 57 of the 
Act, Sibbal elaborated 

that Aadhar could in fact 
be used for a wide range 
of other services ranging 
right from bank accounts 
to even personal mobile 
phones of individuals. 
He further pledged the 
Supreme Court to take 
an appropriate decision 
in the regard as it will 
not only determine the 
strength of the institution 
for the times to come but 
will also affect future 
generations.

However, the entire 
hearing boils down to the 
question that the citizens 
need to ask themselves: 
Have we entrusted the 
law of the land with such 
power that now it even 
has the right to provide 
the level of risk we can 
“endure” in a “techno-
logically assured envi-
ronment”?

2 flyovers and why 
smooth ride will wait

The Public Works De-
partment (PWD) has be-
gun the repair work of 
Shahdara flyover in east 
Delhi. Authorities said 
that the work will be 
completed in a phased 
way as it will take five 
months to finish it.

The authorities be-
gan the work six months 
back. While around 40% 
of the work has been fin-
ished, authorities said the 
work to replace expan-
sion joints was pending. 
PWD had been looking 
for consent from Delhi 
traffic police to complete 
the rest of the work. “It 
is a two-kilometre-long 
flyover. We have carried 
out the repair work on 
half-a-kilometre stretch 
near Dilshad Garden. We 
are yet to get permission 
to carry out the work on 
the remaining portion,” 
said a PWD official.

From February 1, 
PWD began work with 

one carriageway towards 
Dilshad Garden. “It will 
take five months to fin-
ish the work as we need 
to supplant 150 develop-
ment joints and complete 
fundamental repair. The 
work on the carriageway 
towards Dilshad Garden 
will be finished in more 
than two months,” said 
the authority.

Traffic officials said 
that the flyover will be 
partially shut in two stag-
es, in the first stage one 
carriageway — Shah-
dara to Dilshad Garden 
— will be shut and traf-
fic will permitted on the 
other one and in the sec-
ond stage the other half 
portion of the flyover 
will be shut. Anticipat-
ing that snarls due to the 
repair work, authorities 
said drivers should take 
diversion through Anand 
Vihar and NH-24 to ab-
stain from being stuck in 
a traffic jam.

CBI probing how Aircel-Maxis draft report 
reached Chidambaram: Sources

The CBI is conducting 
an internal inquiry into 
how a 2013 draft report 
prepared by it in connec-
tion with the Aircel-Maxis 
probe reached former fi-
nance minister P Chidam-
baram’s residence, from 
where the Enforcement 
Directorate had seized it 
during a raid, CBI sourc-
es said. Sources in the ED 
said the document was 
seized by the sleuths of 
the agency on January 13 
from the Jor Bagh prem-
ises of the Chidambaram 
family. The agency, on 
that day, had searched a 
number of premises in 
Delhi and Chennai, linked 
to Chidambaram’s son 

Karti Chidambaram.
The ED, the sources 

said, subsequently sent 
an official note to the CBI 
informing it about the 
recovery and seizure of 
the document. The CBI 
sources said the agency is 
now conducting an inter-
nal inquiry over how these 
documents were allegedly 
leaked. It is understood 
that the document is a CBI 
draft report on the Air-
cel-Maxis deal case which 
was later submitted to the 
Supreme Court in a sealed 
cover by it in 2013 and 
sources indicate that some 
portions of the seized re-
port match with what was 
submitted then.

Pak violates 
ceasefire in 
J-K’s Rajouri
Pakistan never sits 

quietly and they always 
need a war. One of the 
live example is this. 
According to Reports 
Pakistan on Tuesday 
desecrated armistice 
and break in fighting 
in Manjakote sector of 
Jammu & Kashmir’s 
Rajouri district. Paki-
stan violated cease-fire 
in Poonch’s Shahpur 
sector. 

Officials also in-
formed that Pakistan 
Army arrived in full 
swing and they fired by 
using small arms, auto-
matics and mortars from 
0730 hours.

Captain and 4 soldiers 
were killed at the time 
of firing in Tarkundi and 
Sunderbani areas of Ra-
jouri district. One of the 
Indian Army jawan also 
sacrificed his life in the 
time of cross firing.  

After this incident 
at least 84 schools are 
closed on Monday as it 
spread a threat and dan-
ger in its surroundings. 
Rajouri District Col-
lector was camping and 
helping the persons or 
residents who have got 
affected in ceasefire. 

news Digest

TMC MP Dinesh Trivedi on Thursday criticised 
the Union Budget calling it a “jumla” (rhetoric) 
and alleged that several issues like the plight of 
farmers, better health services and education are 
yet to be addressed.
Disapproving of remarks by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi against his predecessors Rajiv Gand-
hi and Indira Gandhi in the Lok Sabha while 
replying to the debate on presidential address 
yesterday, Trivedi said there could be a difference 
of opinion but there should not be biases.

Budget did not address key issues like 
farmers’ plight: Dinesh Trivedi

West Bengal Governor KN Tripathi on 
Thursday asked TMC leaders, who had ac-
cused him of flouting the Constitution and 
bypassing the state government, to “look at 
their own faces in the mirror”.
Tripathi also asked the Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) to “stop throwing dirt” on the office 
of the governor.

West Bengal Governor hits out at TMC 
leaders

Sri Lankan PM Ranil Wickremesinghe 
to attend global IT meet in Hyderabad

The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Ranil Wick-
remesinghe will participate in the World 
Congress on Information Technology to be 
held in Hyderabad from February 19-21. It 
is being organised by Nasscom, World In-
formation Technology and Services Alliance 
and the Telangana state government.
IT minister K T Rama Rao said President 
Ramnath Kovind would be invited for the 
closing ceremony.
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Adi Godrej
ChAirmAn of Godrej Group

Adi Godrej was 
born in business 
Family. Burjorji 
Godrej was 
his father and 
mother’s name 
was Jai Godrej. 
He left India at 
a tender age of 
17 to study at the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Institute of Technology. He was interested in studying 
the mechanical engineering but he switched to 
management later on. When he came back to India 
after completing his studies, Adi Godrej joined the 
family business. Godrej was into manufacturing locks 
and vegetable-based soaps before current century. In 
fact, the Godrej products were the first indigenously 
manufactured products that replaced the foreign 
brands from the Indian scene.
He had led to the execution of many innovative ideas 
and eventually systematizes the management struc-
tures. He has implemented various process improve-
ments. His efforts led to the progress and growth of 
Godrej Group to great heights during the economy 
era. Adi Godrej was credited with the restructuring of 
many company’s policies for meeting challenges of 
globalisation. His restructuring processes led to the 
formation of stand-alone companies by year 2000.
Adi Godrej is serving as a Chairman of Godrej Group 
and he is regarded as the business icon of the Indian 
Industry. The group rose to great heights under the in-
spiring leadership of Adi Godrej. His vision and man-
agement style is widely appreciated and followed. The 
group also got involved into the philanthropic activi-
ties and Godrej has become the major supporter of the 
World Wildlife Fund in India. The group has a large 
property that has been developed into a green business 
campus at the Vikhroli, Mumbai. It covers the area of 
150-acre mangrove forest and also houses a school for 
the kids of company’s employees. The group has di-
versified a lot and there are large number of products 
are selling under Godrej brand today.

VIJAy SheKhAR ShARMA
FOuNDeR & CeO OF PAyTM

Mr. Vijay Shek-
har Sharma is the 
Founder of Paytm 
Mobile Solutions 
Private Limit-
ed and serves as 
its Chief Execu-
tive Officer. Mr. 
Sharma Founded 
One97 Commu-
nications Ltd in 
2000 and serves 
as its Chairman, 
Managing Direc-

tor and Chief Executive Officer. He is a Partner of 
One97 Mobility Fund. Mr. Sharma is responsible for 
the strategy and direction for One97 Communications 
and leads it in all areas relating to business expansion 
as well as product road map. He serves as an Advisor 
of Socialblood.org. He serves as an Investment Advi-
sor of One97 Communications Limited, Investment 
Arm. Mr. Sharma has more than 10 years of experi-
ence in the telecom and new media industries, hav-
ing founded his first venture XS Corps while he was 
at college, which he sold to Lotus Interworks LLC, 
New Jersey in 1999. Prior to founding One97 Com-
munications, Mr. Sharma played key roles in a number 
of organizations such as Riverrun Software Services 
Group Limited, Inter Solutions Software Private Lim-
ited, Startec Global Communications Limited, focus-
ing on the design and development of various products 
and applications for the technology, media and tele-
com industries. Mr. Sharma serves as the Chairman 
of MobiSwipe Technologies Pvt Ltd. He serves as the 
Chairman of Paytm Payments Bank Limited. He has 
been a Director of One97 Communications Limited 
since December 22, 2000. He serves as a Member of 
Advisory Board of Milaap Social Ventures India Pvt. 
Ltd. He holds a Bachelors degree in Engineering from 
Delhi College of Engineering.

In an Inc42 Facebook Live AMA, Vijay Shekhar 
Sharma, who also happens to be a die-hard fan of Jack 
Ma and Masayoshi Son (Masa), bares it all and reveals 
why Sachin Bansal is the reason that this country has 
this bright vibrant startup ecosystem.

Migrant apprehensions at the U.S. Southwest border dipped after the election, but 
have now returned to a normal level for this time of year in previous years (red line) 
: Michael Clemens, American development economist

Services PMI rose to 51.7% in January marking impressive improvement 
in orders across services : S.C. Garg, Secretary, Dept. of Economic Affairs

NanoSniff Technologies is a 
MEMS Fabrication and Product 
R&D organization incubated at So-
ciety for Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship (SINE) in Indian Institute 
of Technology Bombay. NanoSniff 
is a commercial spin-off from the 
Center of Excellence in Nanoelec-
tronics (CEN) at IIT Bombay and 
was formed to productize various 
technologies developed as a part of 
research work conducted at CEN. 
NanoSniff is the first Indian com-
pany to successfully commercialize 
to microcantilever and microheater 
sensor technologies and sell these 
devices off-the-shelf.

NanoSniff is mentored by Prof. 
Ramgopal Rao and Prof. Soumyo 
Mukherji. The Chief Technology 
Officer of NanoSniff isDr. Nitin 
Kale, Ph.D. in MEMS fabrication 
and their applications. He also 
heads the Micro/ Nano Fabrication 

activity forNanoSniff at IIT Bom-
bay. Serial entrepreneur and IIT 
Delhi alumnus, Mr. Kapil Bardeja, 
is the Chief Executive Officer. He 
has co-founded technology start-
ups in the past and specializes in 
academia–industry interaction and 
technology transfer.

The organization’s focus is to 
develop products arounds MEMS 
and NEMS devices, including 
fabrication of Micro-Sensors, Mi-
cro-Actuators and Smart Electron-
ics through Innovative Product 
Design. NanoSniff specializes in 
bridging the gap between cutting 
edge research in Nanotechnology 
and sustainable device manufactur-
ing through agile microfabrication 
process scale-up, increasing device 
yield and reliability, reducing man-
ufacturing costs and making devic-
es commercially viable and market 
ready.

We Develop  
Disruptive MEMS Sensor Technologies & Products.

startup watch NanoSniff

Business
GoAir appoints Jyri Strandman as COO

Brotin Banerjee, who was the youngest CEO in Tata 
Group’s history when he took over the reins of Tata 
Housing Development Corporation in 2008, has re-
signed.

Banerjee, who started his career with the Tata Group, 
will be serving a six-month notice period and will leave 
the conglomerate after a 16-year stint. Till a new CEO is 
appointed, Banmali Agrawala, president-infrastructure 
at Tata Sons, will oversee the housing unit. Agrawala 
is supervising group company Tata Power even as its 
CEO Anil Sardana is on his way out.

Brotin Banerjee quits as Tata 
Housing CEO

Bitcoin, the world’s best-known cryptocurrency, fell 
7 per cent on Monday to a fresh two-and-a-half months 
low of $7,599 on back of growing worries about a reg-
ulatory clampdown and bans on the purchase of the 
digital coins.

The price of Bitcoin on the Luxembourg-based Bit-
stamp exchange has now fallen by more than half from 
a peak of almost $20,000 hit in December. Last week 
it suffered its worst weekly performance since 2013.

Bitcoin falls to fresh two-and-a-
half months lowDays after its CEO Wolfgang Prock-Schauer left to 

join rival IndiGo as COO, GoAir has replaced him with 
Jyri Strandman. He will be responsible for strengthen-
ing GoAir’s operational functions of flight operations, 
engineering, airport security and airside operations, 
flight safety and inflight services, the budget carrier said.

“He will report to managing director Jeh Wadia and 
be a part of the airline’s core management team. Jyri has 
over 30 years of experience in the aviation industry.

Buzz

Mentha oil prices tum-
bled 1.84 per cent to Rs 
1,422 per kg in futures 
trade today as speculators 
cut down positions, trig-
gered by muted demand 
from consuming industries 
at the spot market.

Besides, ample stock 
position on higher supplies 
from major producing 
belts of Chandausi in Uttar 
Pradesh fuelled the down-
trend.

At the Multi Commodity 
Exchange, mentha oil for 
delivery in March declined 
by Rs 26.70, or 1.84 per 

cent, to Rs 1,422 per kg, in 
a business turnover of 197 
lots.

On similar lines, the oil 
for delivery this month 
traded lower by Rs 23.20, 
or 1.60 per cent, to Rs 
1,423.40 per kg in 341 lots.

Analysts said offload-
ing of bets by participants 
amid subdued demand 
from consuming industries 
in the spot market mainly 
led to the decline in men-
tha oil prices in futures 
trade.

Auto Expo 2018: Emflux One, India’s 
first electric superbike unveiled

A new Indian 
electric two-wheel-
er startup, Emflux 
Motors, on Thurs-
day unveiled the 
country’s first elec-
tric superbike at the 
2018 Auto Expo. 
Christened Emflux 
One, the motorcy-
cle will be priced 
around Rs 6 lakh 
(on-road), the com-
pany said. Alongside the 
standard version, the 
electric superbike will 
be available with three 
performance upgrades, 
costing up to Rs 11 lakh, 
Emflux Motors said.

The company is like-
ly to start bookings and 
test rides of the elec-
tric superbike after six 
months from now, while 
the deliveries are ex-
pected in April 2019.

The Emflux One is 
powered by a 9.7 kWh 
lithium-ion battery pack 
from Samsung that turns 
a 60kW motor. The Ben-
galuru-based bikemak-
er claims that the Em-
flux One is capable of 
achieving a three digit 
speed from the standstill 
in just 3 seconds and has 
a top speed of 200kmph.

The bike gets ad-
vanced features like 

Brembo brakes with 
dual-channel ABS, sin-
gle-sided swing-arm, 
Ohlins suspension and 
lightweight forged alloy 
wheels.

The company is also 
planning to bring a 
naked version of the 
sports bike, which will 
be called the Model 2 
which will come in two 
variants with a range of 
150 kms and 220 kms.

M&M sells 22% stake in JV Mahindra 
Sanyo for Rs 146.32 crore

Mahindra & Mahindra 
said on Friday it will sell 
22% of its stake in joint 
venture firm Mahindra 
Sanyo to Sanyo Special 
Steel Co for Rs 146.32 
crore.

“The company has 
today agreed to sell 
26,36,401 equity shares 
of Rs 10 each held by 
the company in Mahin-
dra Sanyo Special Steel 
Pvt Ltd (MSSSPL), ag-
gregating 22% of the 
paid-up equity share 
capital of MSSSPL, to 

Sanyo Special Steel Co., 
Ltd. for a consideration 
of Rs 146.32 crore,” 
Mahindra & Mahindra 
(M&M) said in a BSE  
filing.

MSSSPL is a joint 
venture (JV) between 
M&M (51%) India, San-
yo Special Steel Co Ltd 
(29%) Japan and Mitsui 
& Co Ltd (20%) Japan.

“Following the sale, 
company’s shareholding 
in MSSSPL would come 
down to 29% from 51% 
of its share capital, and 

MSSSPL will cease to 
be a subsidiary of the 
company,” Mahindra & 
Mahindra added.

The transaction is ex-
pected to be completed 
by March 31 depending 
upon receipt of requisite 
approvals.

Turnover of MS-
SSPL for the year ended 
March, 2017 was Rs 918 
crore.

Shares of Mahindra 
& Mahindra were trad-
ing 0.60% lower at Rs 
749.20 on BSE.

RBI policy: GST-hit small business get more time, money
The RBI’s policy has 

twin benefits for the mi-
cro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) 
segment. The central 
bank has allowed lend-
ers to give defaulters 
more time to repay and 
has at the same time re-
moved limits on loans to 
this segment.

Also, foreign banks 
with a branch network 
of over 20 — which in-
clude the likes of Stan-
Chart, Citibank and 
HSBC — will have to 
lend to the farm and mi-
cro enterprises segment 
to meet their priority 
sector obligations.

The central bank said 
that this was aimed at 
encouraging small busi-
nesses transition into 
a formalised business 
environment and over-
come the disruption 
caused by the goods and 
services tax (GST). The 
RBI has relaxed rules for 
GST-registered MSMEs 
which had not defaulted 
until August 2017, but 
who were overdue as on 
September 1, 2017. For 
these businesses, banks 
and finance companies 
have been asked to allow 
payments due between 
September 1, 2017 and 

January 31, 2018 with-
in 180 days from their 
original due date.

Also, the current loan 
limits of Rs 5 crore (for 
micro) and Rs 10 crore 
(for SMEs) have been 
removed.

Removal of the caps 
will particularly help 
those banks that were 
struggling to meet their 
priority sector obliga-
tions. With larger loans 
to the MSME segment, 
these lenders can in-
crease their priority sec-
tor loans and be spared 
from investing in the 
Rural Infrastructure De-
velopment Fund, which 
yields a very low rate of 
return.

On the priority sec-
tor targets for foreign 
banks, the central bank 
said that the sub-target 

of 8% of bank cred-
it or credit-equivalent 
amount of off-balance-
sheet exposure (CEO-
BE), whichever is 
higher, will be made 
applicable for lending 
to small and margin-
al farmers for foreign 
banks with 20 branch-
es and above from FY 
2018-19.

To encourage cashless 
transactions, the central 
bank has withdrawn the 
incentives it hitherto 
provided for banks to 
install ATMs and cash 
deposit machines.

Get latest news & live 
updates on the go on 
your pc with News App. 
Download The Times of 
India news app for your 
device. Read more Busi-
ness news in English 
and other languages.

Muted demand drags down mentha oil futures 1.84 percent



Black unemployment rises days 
after Trump’s boast

With a midnight gov-
ernment shutdown creep-
ing closer, both Repub-
licans and Democrats 
grappled with internal 
party divisions as they 
tried to push through a 
massive budget deal on 
Thursday night.

Frustrations mounted 
and the risk of a shut-
down increased as GOP 
Sen. Rand Paul held up 
voting on the broad mea-
sure in hopes of obtaining 
recorded votes on revers-
ing spending increases.

The No. 2 Democrat in 
the House, Steny Hoyer 
of Maryland, said his side 
would support a brief, 24-
hour stopgap spending bill 
to stave off a partial agen-
cy closure, but Republi-
cans rejected the offer.

The Trump adminis-
tration, which favoured 
approval of the broad 
budget measure, was pre-
paring for a “lapse’’ in 
appropriations, an official 
with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget said, 
commenting only on con-
dition of anonymity. That 
suggested a short shut-
down, if any, less than a 
month after the three-day 
interruption last month.

Agencies brought out 
now-familiar contingen-
cy plans. The partial shut-
down would essentially 
force half the federal 
workforce to stay home, 
freeze some operations 
and close some parks 
and outposts. Services 
deemed essential would 
continue, including So-
cial Security payments, 
the air traffic control sys-
tem and law enforcement.

Approval in the Senate 
seemed assured _ even-
tually _ but the situation 
in the House remained 
dicey. In that chamber, 
both progressive Dem-
ocrats and tea party Re-
publicans opposed the 
measure, which contains 

roughly $400 billion in 
new spending for the Pen-
tagon, domestic agencies, 
disaster relief and extend-
ing a host of health care 
provisions.

However, House GOP 
leaders were confident 
they had shored up sup-
port among conservatives 
for the measure, which 
would shower the Penta-
gon with money but add 
hundreds of billions of 
dollars to the nation’s $20 
trillion-plus debt.

House Democratic 
leaders opposed the mea-
sure arguing it should 
resolve the plight of im-
migrant “Dreamers’’ who 
face deportation after be-
ing brought to the US il-

legally as children but not 
with all their might.

The deal is a framework 
that repeals tight budget 
“caps” from a failed 2011 
budget agreement, but the 
spending won’t take ef-
fect until Congress passes 
a follow-up omnibus ap-
propriations bill that will 
take weeks to negotiate.

The agreement would 
increase the govern-
ment’s borrowing limit 
to prevent a first-ever 
default on US obliga-
tions that looms in just 
a few weeks. The debt 
limit would be suspended 
through March of 2019, 
putting the next vote on 
it safely past this year’s 
midterm elections.
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China to launch anti-dumping 
investigation into US sorghum imports

Al Qaeda still going strong as IS 
crumbles, warns UN report

Al Qaeda’s global network remains “remarkably re-
silient,” posing more of a threat in some regions than 
the Islamic State group, UN sanctions monitors said in 
a report seen by AFP on Wednesday.

The report sent to the Security Council said that al 
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), based in Ye-
men, served as a communications hub for the UN-des-
ignated terror group as a whole.

White House aide resigns after two ex-
wives allege domestic abuse

China will launch an anti-dumping and anti-sub-
sidy investigation into imports of sorghum grown in 
the United States, the Ministry of Commerce said on 
Sunday, in a sign of increasing trade tensions between 
the world’s top two economies.

The US is the world’s top exporter of the grain and 
China’s largest supplier by far, with imports from the 
US reaching 4.76 million tonnes in 2017, out of just 
over 5 million tonnes in total.

One of President Donald Trump’s top White House 
aides resigned Wednesday following allegations of do-
mestic abuse levelled against him by his two ex-wives.

Staff secretary Rob Porter said in a written statement 
that allegations that became public this week are “out-
rageous” and “simply false.” Porter said photos pub-
lished of his former spouses — in which one appears 
to have a black eye — were “given to the media nearly 
15 years ago and the reality behind them is nowhere 
close to what is being described.”

wORlD
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Black commu-
nity’s unemploy-
ment figures in 
America have ris-
en by almost one 
percent after Don-
ald Trump praised 
upon bringing the 
rates down to a re-
cord low.

Survey reports 
showed the rate 
of African-Americans 
unemployment touched 
6.8 percent in December 
- the lowest since the re-
ports were first presented 
by race, in 1972.

The President’s pro-
posal was a consequence 
of his economic poli-
cies. . “And something 
I’m very proud of, Af-
rican-American unem-
ployment stands at the 
lowest rate ever record-
ed,” he said. However, 
figures released on Fri-
day showed the rate had 
increased to 7.7 percent, 
as per the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics. General 

unemployment rates in 
America have remained 
low at 4.1 percent for the 
fourth straight month, 
with around 200,000 em-
ployments included in 
the month of January.

The news comes days 
after a tiff amongst 
Trump and rapper Jay 
Z, who denounced the 
President’s state of mind 
towards individuals from 
African nations. “It’s not 
about money at the end 
of the day,” and likewise 
it “doesn’t equate to hap-
piness”.

Donald Trump post-
ed on Twitter, saying: “: 

“Somebody please in-
form Jay-Z  that because 
of my policies, Black 
Unemployment has just 
been reported to be at the 
LOWEST RATE EVER 
RECORDED! Unem-
ployment is nearing re-
cord lows. We are on the 
right track!”

Pay rates are addition-
ally increasing in Ameri-
ca. Wage growth was the 
fastest in eight years last 
January, which confirms 
that low unemployment 
is constraining a few 
employers to pay more 
to keep or employ new 
work force. 

US government preparing for possible shutdown

Syrian rebels shoot down Russia’s Sukhoi-25, kill pilot
Russian plane was shot 

down in Syria by rebels of 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham on 
Saturday. The pilot who 
ejected on time was killed 
after parachuting into reb-
el-held territory, the de-
fence ministry said.

“A Russian Su-25 air-
craft crashed during a 
flight over the Idlib de-es-
calation zone. The pilot 
had enough time to an-
nounce he had ejected into 
the zone, under the control 
of al-Nusra Front fight-
ers,”  the ministry stated.

“The pilot was killed in 
fighting against terrorists.”

It also included that 
“according to preliminary 
reports, the plane was shot 

down by a portable an-
ti-aircraft missile system.”

The Russian armed 
force said it had execut-
ed killed “more than 30 
al-Nusra Front fighters” 
using a “high-accuracy 
weapons” in the territory 
where the plane was shot 
down.

The area where the air-
craft crashed is controlled 

by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, 
a jihadist furnish com-
manded by Al-Qaeda’s 
previous Syrian associate.

Rebel groups previously 
shot down Syrian planes, 
yet hardly those from the 
Russian armed force.

In August 2016, five 
Russian soldiers died after 
their helicopter was shot 
around rebles in Idlib.

Heavy snow in Japan traps 1,000 cars

A heavy snowfall in 
central Japan brought road 
traffic to a halt on Tues-
day, trapping around 1,000 
cars, local authorities stat-
ed, adding they have ap-
proached the military for 
help however have not re-
ported any injuries or dis-
ease among those trapped.

Snow has achieved 
1.36 meters (54 inches) in 
Fukui prefecture, 320 km 
(200 miles) west of To-
kyo, starting at 2pm (0500 
GMT) on Tuesday, the 
heaviest snowfall in about 
four decades in the district, 
a nearby meteorological 
observatory said.

The snowfall in Fukui 
is relied upon to proceed 
at least until Wednesday 
morning, the local ob-
servatory said.A heavy 
snowfall in central Japan 
brought road traffic to a 
halt on Tuesday, trapping 
around 1,000 cars, local 
authorities stated, adding 
they have approached the 
military for help howev-
er have not reported any 
injuries or disease among 
those trapped.

The snowfall in Fukui 
is relied upon to proceed 
at least until Wednesday 
morning, the local obser-
vatory said.

US begins reducing troops in Iraq after victory over ISIS

AL-ASAD AIRBASE: 
The US has begun to less-
en the number of its troops 
in Iraq following Bagh-
dad’s announcement of 
victory over the Islamic 
State group a year ago, an 
Iraqi government spokes-
person and Western con-
tractors said Monday.

The move denotes a 
move in priorities for the 

US following the collapse 
of the extremists’ alleged 
caliphate before the end of 
last year. It likewise occurs 
three months in front of 
Iraqi national elections in 
which paramilitary groups 
with close connections to 
Iran are set to assume a de-
cisive role.

Many US soldiers have 
been transported from Iraq 

to Afghani-
stan on dai-
ly flights in 
the previ-
ous week, 
alongside 
w e a p o n s 
and hard-
ware, the 
contractors 
said.

“The bat-
tle against 
Daesh has 

ended, and so the level 
of the American presence 
will be reduced,” said 
government representative 
Saad al-Hadithi, who uti-
lized the Arabic language 
acronym for IS.

Iraq pronounced victory 
over IS in December after 
over three years of gruel-
ing battle against the ex-
tremists — battles that to a 

great extent occurred with 
close US support. In 2014, 
at the height of the Sunni 
aggressor gathering’s en-
ergy, IS controlled about 
33% of Iraqi region.

While the self-styled 
caliphate crosswise over 
parts of Iraq and Syria has 
disintegrated and the mili-
tants no longer hold a con-
tiguous stretch of territory, 
the group still represents a 
security risk in Iraq, as per 
Iraqi and US authorities.

There were around 
170,000 US troops in Iraq 
in 2007 at the stature of 
the surge of US powers to 
battle sectarian violence 
released by the US- led 
invasion to topple dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein. US 
troop numbers eventually 
fell to 40,000 before the 
total withdrawal in 2011.

Anirudh Soni

Maldives president says willing to hold early election 
amid pressure to release political prisoners

The president of the 
Maldives said he will con-
duct the presidential elec-
tion early to enable voters 
to choose who they wish 
to lead the Indian Ocean 
archipelago due to the 
growing political agita-
tion after a court ordered 
the discharge and retrial 
of political detainees.

Speaking out freely for 
the first time since Thurs-
day’s order of the Su-
preme Court to discharge 
politicians contradicted 
to him, including the pre-
vious President Moham-
med Nasheed, President 
Yameen Abdul Gayoom 
said he was available to 
holding an election even 
before his term closes in 

November.
Additionally ordering 

the release of the polit-
ical detainees, the court 
likewise restored 12 leg-
islators who had been 
removed for joining the 
opposition. At the point 
when those officials are 

returned, Yameen’s Pro-
gressive Party of the Mal-
dives will lose its greater 
part in the 85-member 
parliament, which can 
bring about the legislative 
body working as a rival 
power to the president.

The opening of the par-

liament on February 5 for 
the year has been certain-
ly delayed, said opposi-
tion lawmaker Ahmed 
Mahloof. He said the rea-
son for the delay is most 
likely due to the govern-
ment’s fear of losing the 
majority.

Missing Oil tanker with 22 
Indian sailors released

An oil tanker Which 
was hijacked with 22 In-
dian mariners off the coast 
of west African country of 
Benin for more than three 
days was released on 
Tuesday. The MT Marine 
Express ferrying 13,500 
ton of fuel was reported 
missing in West Africa on 
February.

Relatives of one of the 
Indian sailors Sree Unni, 
who resides in north Ker-
ala, said the owners of 
the Oil tanker, a Mum-
bai-based Anglo Eastern 
Ship Management gave 
the news that they lost 
contact with the ship 
since Jan 31. The relatives 
sought assistance from 
the Ministry of Shipping 
which later got in touch 
with their partners in Ni-
geria and other counties 
of African provinces to 
help find the ship.

This was the second 

ship to disappear in over 
one month. In January, 
another ship MT Barret 
had disappeared off the 
shoreline of Benin and 
after six days the crew, a 
large portion of them In-
dians, were let go after 
supposedly paying ran-
som.

Sushma Swaraj tweet-
ed “I am happy to inform 
that Merchant Ship Ma-
rine Express with 22 Indi-
an nationals on board has 
been released”.

The ship had stopped 
over at Cotonou, Benin 
before it became miss-
ing from anchorage in 
the Gulf of Guinea. The 
Panama-registered ship 
was ferrying $8.1 million 
worth, 13,500 tons of oil.

“All crew members are 
reported to be safe and 
well and the cargo re-
mains on board said An-
glo-Eastern owners”.

Iran’s hijab 
protests have 
been years in 

the making
A spate of unprece-

dented protests against 
Iran’s mandatory head-
scarves for women have 
been tiny in number, 
but have still reignited 
a debate that has preoc-
cupied the Islamic re-
public since its found-
ing.

Walking through cen-
tral Tehran with a loose 
scarf tossed lightly 
over her head, Samar, 
a dentist, is typical of 
the relaxed approach to 
headgear many Iranian 
women have adopted 
since the 1990s.

She was referring to 
the conservative claim 
that men are unable 
to stop themselves as-
saulting women if they 
can see their hair.

A typical sign – at a 
hammam in Kashan, 
south of Tehran – 
compares the veil to 
a pearl’s oyster: “The 
oyster keeps the pearl 
safe from the hazards.”

Many agree.
“In our country, men 

are raised with the idea 
that women must be 
seen with a headscarf. 
I will never remove my 
headscarf in my coun-
try for as long as I live,” 
said Hanieh, a journal-
ist, wearing a much 
tighter scarf around her 
head.

The issue has re-
turned to the fore in 
recent weeks after sev-
eral women took the 
unprecedented step 
of protesting in pub-
lic without their head-
scarves. Police say  
29 people have been ar-
rested.



It’s no secret that Alia 
Bhatt wears everything 
we want to wear. And 
the actor’s style on 
Wednesday was no ex-
ception. It doesn’t get 
more summer dress-like 
than Alia’s latest en-
semble by Delhi-based 
designer Nakita Singh: 
The Brahmastra actor 
turned heads in a roman-
tic two-piece look 
at the party 
f i l m -
maker 
Karan 
J o h a r 
t h r e w 
for his 
t w i n s 
Roohi and 
Yash’s first 
birthday.
We love 
the sexiness 
of the plunging 
neckline paired 

with the sweetness of 
the white and powder 
blue print on Alia’s 
effortlessly gorgeous 
knee-length dress, in the 
prettiest pink hue. The 
colour was punchy but 
still subtle enough to 
work as a neutral, mak-
ing it an easy choice no 
matter the occasion.
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Is it safe to eat snow? here’s what research has to say
How safe is it to eat snow? 
A Romanian university 
has published the results 
of just such a study. The 
2017 experiment showed 
it was safe to eat snow 
that was a half-day old, 
and safer to eat it in the 
colder months. But by 
two days old, the snow is 
not safe to eat, said Istvan 
Mathe, a professor at the 
Sapientia Hungarian Uni-
versity of Transylvania.
Scientists collected snow 
from a park and from a 
roundabout in Miercurea 
Ciuc, central Romania, 
in January and February, 
and placed it in hermeti-
cally-sealed sterile con-
tainers. They then tried to 
grow bacteria and mould 
in them. The study took 

place in temperatures 
ranging from minus 1.1 
degrees Celsius to minus 
17.4 C (30 degrees to 0.7 
degrees Fahrenheit) in the 
city, one of the coldest in 
Romania.
After one day, there were 
five bacteria per milli-

meter in January, while 
in February that number 
quadrupled. “Very fresh 
snow has very little bac-
teria,” Mathe said Thurs-
day. “After two days, 
however, there are dozens 
of bacteria.” He said the 
microorganisms increase 

because of impurities in 
the air. Mathe first had the 
idea for the study when 
he saw his children eat-
ing snow. “I am not rec-
ommending anyone eats 
snow. Just saying you 
won’t get ill if you eat a 
bit,” he said.

Human eggs grown to maturity in lab, 
signals breakthrough in fertility treatment

Scientists have grown 
human egg cells to full 
maturity in the lab in a 
potential breakthrough 
for fertility treatment, 
they announced in a 
study published on Fri-
day. Researchers in New 
York and Edinburgh 
developed a new meth-
od to grow eggs from 
very early-stage cells 
obtained from ovary tis-
sue, a team reported in 
the journal Molecular 

Human Reproduction.
The eggs were grown to 
the point at which they 
could be fertilised. This 
had previously been 
achieved with mouse 
egg cells, while human 
eggs had been success-
fully cultivated start-
ing from a much later 
stage of development. 
“The latest study is the 
first time a human egg 
has been developed in 
the lab from its earliest 

stage to full 
maturity,” said 
a statement 
from the Uni-
versity of Ed-
inburgh.
Experts who 
did not take 
part in the re-
search hailed 
the achieve-
ment as 
p r o m i s i n g , 
but stressed 

it would take years to 
translate into a safe and 
proven therapy. The 
technique holds promise 
specifically for women 
who have to go through 
sterilising treatments 
such as chemotherapy. 
It would allow them to 
freeze early-stage egg 
cells before undergoing 
treatment, to be ma-
tured in the lab at a later 
time to be fertilised with 
sperm to make a baby.

Virtual reality-based ther-
apy combined with stan-
dard treatment reduced 
paranoia and anxiety in 
people with psychotic 
disorders, scientists re-
ported Friday. In clinical 
trials involving 116 pa-
tients in the Netherlands, 
virtual reality exercises 
led to less fraught social 
interactions, a team wrote 
in The Lancet Psychia-
try. Previous studies also 
showed that VR 
therapy can help 
treat phobias, 
addictions and 
anxiety disor-
ders.
More re-
search is 
needed to 
confirm the 
long-term 
b e n e -
fits of 
such 

technology, which gave 
the impression of being 
in an alternate reality 
populated by life-like av-
atars. Up to 90% of peo-
ple with psychosis suffer 
from paranoid thoughts, 
leading them to perceive 
threats where there are 
none. As a result, many 
psychotics avoid public 
places and contact with 
people, spending a lot of 
time alone.

So-called cognitive 
behaviour ther-
apy (CBT) 
— in which 
therapists help 

patients break 
down seeming-
ly overwhelming 

prob-

lems to render them less 
threatening — helps re-
duce anxiety, but does 
little to quell paranoia. 
Researchers led by Roos 
Pot-Kolder of VU Uni-
versity in the Netherlands 
extended this method into 
a virtual environment.
For the trial, the 116 par-
ticipants — all receiv-
ing standard treatment, 
including antipsychotic 
medication and regular 
psychiatric consultations 
— were divided into two 
groups of 58. Only one 
group practised social 
interactions in a virtual 
environment.

Can virtual reality reduce anxiety 
and paranoia in psychotics?

The It-girl way to wear a 
summer dress, courtesy 
of Alia bhatt. See pics

If you didn’t already 
have a massive girl-
crush on Priyanka 
Chopra, you’re about 
to. The Quantico ac-
tor graces the cover of 
the February issue of 
Filmfare magazine, and 
it’s one for the books. 
She looks, in a word,  
fierce.
The 34-year-old beauty 
looks hauntingly beauti-

ful in a striking dress 
from Italian designer 
label, Blumarine and 
a Haider Ackermann 
sequin embellished 
jacket, paired with 
luxe knee-length black 
Christian Louboutin 
booties: You’ve defi-
nitely never seen a 
Priyanka Chopra mag-
azine cover like this 
before.

Priyanka Chopra’s 
fashion shoot for 

Filmfare magazine 
screams fierce 

ethereal style

romantic ways of proposing to your 
girlfriend this Valentine’s Day5 

Do you think you have found the love of your life? Are you ready to become serious in 
your relationship and take a step forward? If yes, then don’t you think proposing to your 
girlfriend this Valentine’s Day would be the perfect idea for you? Valentine’s Day is the 

day of love and celebrating the bond you share with your girlfriend by proposing to her 
on this day can be extremely memorable for the both of you.

The way you propose to your girlfriend says a lot about how much you value her 
and think about her preferences. The proposal to your loved one becomes even more 

important because it is something that will be shared with your relatives, friends and also 
strangers sometime or the other. Thereforem picking the best way to propose to your 

girlfriend should be the top priority for you.

1 YouTube/Video proposal
Make a proposal video for your 

girlfriend utilising platforms like 
YouTube or other such platforms 
available online and send it to her 
through an email on V-day. Ensure 
that the mail seems work-related so 

that when she opens the link and 
sees the video, she is surprised in 

the right manner.

Take her on a romantic 
getaway

Spend the entire V-day with her, 
go on a romantic getaway, do the 
things she loves and finally at the 
end of the day propose to her and 
you are sure to get a positive an-

swer from her. This is a classic but 
a highly romantic way to propose 

your girlfriend.

Make it adventurous 
and fun for her

Why not plan a treasure hunt game 
for your girlfriend? The treasure at 
the end of the game would be the 

ring and your proposal. So prepare 
exciting clues for her to solve 

and turn your proposal day into a 
thrilling and memorable day for the 

two of you.

2

3

Utilise the radio for the 
proposal

You can get in touch with the radio 
station and take their help in pro-

posing to your girlfriend on V-day. 
Tell them to play her favourite 

song, followed by your proposal 
and a call to your girlfriend for her 
answer to your proposal. Just make 

sure your girl is listening to the 
radio at the right time.

 Alarm proposal
What you can do is get hold of 

your girlfriend’s phone for a while 
and prepare a sweet and romantic 
alarm for her on V-day. The alarm 
can convey your love for her and 
your proposal for marriage. It will 
be a great surprise for her at the 

beginning of the day.

4

5
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Olympic Athletes from 
Russia (OAR) made their 
debut at the 2018 Olym-
pics on Thursday but 
were routed by the United 
States as mixed doubles 
curling launched compe-
tition at the Pyeongchang 
Games.

Americans brother and 
sister Matt and Becca 
Hamilton ripped the hus-
band-and-wife team of 
Aleksandr Krushelnitckii 
and Anastasia Bryzga-
lova 9-3 in the first Py-
eongchang Games result 
-- and in Olympic history 
for the debut event.

The Russians entered 
under the Olympic flag as 
their homeland’s banner 
and anthem were banned 
along with many athletes 
in the wake of major dop-
ing violations at the Sochi 
2014 Olympics.

The Hamiltons jumped 

ahead 3-0 and needed 
only seven of eight ends 
to take the most lopsid-
ed win of the opening 
round-robin session.

The Hamiltons played 
down any political rivalry 
or doping scandal over-
tones in the USA-Russia 
matchup.

He did favour the sib-
ling bond over playing as 
a married couple, noting, 
“blood is thicker than wa-
ter” and “I can’t divorce 
my sister.”

He also stumbled onto 
his rear during the match, 
but laughed it off, say-
ing, “I’ve got more of a 
bruised ego than a bruised 
tailbone.”

After seven round-rob-
in matches through Sun-
day, the top four teams 
reach Monday’s semi-fi-
nals with medal matches 
on Tuesday.

6-0 is far-fetched I think: Virat Kohli after 
India take 3-0 lead vs hapless South Africa

Virat Kohli produced a 
virtuoso hundred as India 
comfortably triumphed by 
124 runs in the third one-
day international against 
South Africa at Newlands, 
Cape Town. India skipper 
Kohli scored an unbeaten 
160 off 159 balls for his 
34th ODI ton – leaving 
him just 15 shy of match-
ing Sachin Tendulkar’s 
all-time record – as the 
visitors took a 3-0 lead in 
the six-game series.
Can India win six-nil?
“You know, it’s quite a 
far fetched thing I think. 
There are still three games 
to go in the series and we 
just want to play like we 
have played until now. 
Maybe have more inten-
sity in the next game to 

close the series out,” said 
a modest Kohli in a post-
match chat on Wednesday.
“The biggest positive out 
of today is that with three 
nil up there is no way we 
can lose this series now, 
and that is certainly some-
thing that even lifts the 
team even much more.
“Compared to the mood 
in the first three games, 
we’ll have more intensity 
and more passion when 
we step out for the fourth 
game. Six games is too far 
fetched, we want to focus 
on one at a time and make 
sure that we do these 
things consistently well to 
be able to be in a position 
to win again,” said Kohli.
The 29-year-old Kohli 
displayed magnificent 

placement as he racked up 
14 boundaries, including 
two maximums, in fine 
fashion as India posted a 
commanding total of 303-
6.
“It was pleasing from the 
point of view that you 
know we want someone 
to bat through the innings 
and I was able to do that 
today. We could get to 

300-plus compared to 
275-plus and that is psy-
chologically obviously 
a big pressure on the op-
position knowing that we 
have those two spinners as 
well.
South Africa have strug-
gled against spin in this 
series and that theme 
continued as Kuldeep Ya-
dav and Yuzvendra Cha-

hal claimed four wickets 
apiece.
The Proteas never looked 
in contention after the re-
moval of JP Duminy (51) 
and lost their last five 
wickets for 29 runs as 
they were skittled for 179, 
meaning they must win in 
Johannesburg in to keep 
hopes of sharing the series 
alive.

Serena Williams ‘ready to go’, says 
US Fed Cup captain Kathy Rinaldi

Serena Williams will 
be “ready to go” when 
she returns to action this 
week in the United States’ 
Fed Cup first round tie 
against the Netherlands, 
captain Kathy Rinaldi 
said on Wednesday.
Williams has not played 
a WTA tournament since 
she won the Australian 
Open title last year and 
skipped this year’s open-
ing grand slam due to 
concerns about her fitness 
four months after giving 
birth to her first child.
Rinaldi said she ex-
pects Williams, who was 
named in the U.S. squad 
that will compete on an 

indoor hard 
court in 
Asheville, 
North Car-

o l i n a , to make 
a smooth 
t rans i t ion 
in her return to 
competitive tennis.
Williams, 36, has played 
once since winning an 
Open-era record 23rd 
grand slam singles title 
in Melbourne last year, 
losing to Roland Garros 
champion Jelena Osta-
penko in an exhibition 

match in Abu Dhabi last 
December.
For Williams, this week-
end will mark the first 
time she has competed 
in a Fed Cup tie since 
April 2015. She owns a 
13-0 singles record and 
3-1 doubles record in Fed 
Cup competition.
She heads a team made 
up of older sister Venus, 
world number 17 CoCo 
Vandeweghe and world 
number 62 Lauren Davis. 
The United States beat 
Belarus last year for a re-
cord-extending 18th Fed 
Cup title, their first in 17 
years.
The Neth-
erlands 
squad 
is 
com-

prised of 
world number 
108 Richel 
Hogenkamp, 
Arantxa Rus 
(124), Lesley 
Kerkhove 
(165) and 

Demi Schuurs, who is 
ranked 32nd in doubles.
Netherlands captain Paul 
Haarhuis said his squad 
would have to pull off 
what he felt might be “the 
biggest upset in U.S. ten-
nis history” to win.
“If you look at Serena, 
how often does she lose 
to someone that’s not 
ranked in the Top 10 or 
Top 20 or outside the 
Top 100?” said Haarhuis. 
“The odds are not good, 
but we do believe that it’s 
possible. “We’re the un-
derdog by far, that won’t 
change if they bring in 
five new players, we’re 
still the underdog, but we 
still have to believe that it 
can be possible.”
Play begins on Saturday 
with two singles match-

es and will contin-
ue on Sunday 

with two 

r e -
ve r se 

singles matches 
and the doubles 
match.

The winner ad-
vances to the April 21-

22 semi-finals.

Manchester United observe 60th 
anniversary of Munich Air Crash Disaster

MANCHESTER - Jose 
Mourinho and Michael 
Carrick have participat-
ed in an administration to 
check the 60th commem-
oration of the Munich Air 
Disaster. 
More than 4,500 Man-
chester United supporters 
went to the dedication in 
falling snow at Old Traf-
ford with all the more 
viewing on a wide screen 
on the forecourt outside. 
They were joined by 
Mourinho and club skip-
per Carrick, who laid 
wreaths to recollect the 
23 losses of the crash, in-
cluding eight of United’s 
“Busby Babes.” 
Survivors Sir Bob-
by Charlton and Harry 
Gregg were likewise 
present for the 40-min-

ute administration while 
previous administrator 
Sir Alex Ferguson, offi-
cial bad habit executive 
Ed Woodward and chief 
Michael Edelson gave 
readings. 
Gregg, 85, was at Unit-
ed’s Carrington preparing 
ground before in the day 
to meet Mourinho and the 
principal group squad, 
who were likewise in par-
ticipation at the adminis-
tration. 
Different visitors includ-
ed FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino; Mike Summer-
bee, speaking to Man-
chester City; and Kenny 
Dalglish, speaking to 
Liverpool. 
There were additionally 
delegates from Sheffield 
Wednesday, United’s 

first adversaries after the 
occurrence, and Bishop 
Auckland, who credited 
players to the club in the 
fallout. 
As a major aspect of the 
dedication, a moment’s 
quiet was held at 3:04 
p.m., the correct time of 
the crash.
“Today denotes a vital 
and serious commem-
oration in the historical 
backdrop of this incredi-
ble city,” she said. “Sixty 
years prior today, the Mu-
nich air fiasco killed 23 
individuals, with numer-
ous all the more enduring 
groundbreaking wounds. 
The team, writers and, 
obviously, the gifted 
footballers who passed 
on that day will never be 
overlooked.”

Record-setting Jhulan Goswami 
remembers each of her 200 ODI wickets

After becoming the 
first female cricketer to 
take 200 ODI wickets on 
Wednesday, India’s Jhu-
lan Goswami reflected 
back on sensational career 
so far; and believe it or 
not, she remembers each 
of her 200 wickets.

In an interview to bcci.
tv, Goswami revealed that 
she cannot pick any one 
wicket as the special one 
of the favourite as she be-
lieves that every wicket is 
important. “I remember 
each of my 200 wickets, 
right from the beginning 
of my international career 

in 2002,” said Goswami, 
who has played 236 in-
ternational matches for 
India.

“I still remember I got 
(Caroline) Atkins (the 
then England opener) 
out, caught in the slips. 
Mithali (Raj) was in the 
slip and she caught that 
catch. Whenever I bowl at 
a crucial time in the match 
and end a partnership, it 
becomes special for me. 

I cannot pick one. All the 
wickets are planned. Ev-
ery wicket is important,” 
said the 35-year-old.

The ICC Women’s 
Cricketer of the Year 
2007, Arjuna Awardee, 
Padma Shri winner and 
the once the fastest bowl-
er in women’s cricket has 
been the mainstay of India 
women bowling unit since 
her debut in 2002, and she 
credits her training regime 
for being able to play this 
long despite being a fast 
bowler.

With 290 Internation-
al wickets (Tests, ODIs 

and T20I), Goswami 
is the all-time leading 
wicket-taker in women’s 
cricket. After winning the 
ICC Women’s Cricket-
er of the Year 2007, she 
captained India. She was 
conferred with the Arju-
na Award in 2010, and 
the Padma Shri two years 
later and for her there has 
been no bigger honour 
than wearing the India 
jersey.

Ankita Raina wins vs Yulia Putintseva, but India 
crash out of Fed Cup World Group play-off

Ankita Raina showed 
nerves of steel in an in-
spirational win over a 
seasoned Yulia Putintseva 
but her effort proved in-
sufficient again as India 
lost the Fed Cup tie 1-2 to 
Kazakhstan after losing the 
decisive doubles bout.
Ankita not only had 
to grind it out but also 
shrugged off poor umpir-
ing to emerge a 6-3 1-6 6-4 
winner in two hours and 25 
minutes against a player, 
who was ranked as high as 
27 last year and had beaten 
top-10 players.
Before Ankita’s win, Kar-
man Kaur Thandi gave 
ample display of her talent 
but lacked consistency and 
lost the opening singles of 

the Asia/Oceania Group I 
tie to world number 55 Za-
rina Diyas.
However, the doubles 
proved to be a weak link 
again as Anita and Prartha-
na Thombare were demol-
ished 0-6 4-6 by Diyas and 
Putintseva. Prarthana has 
been focusing on doubles 
for some time now but she 
failed to anchor India in 
the decisive match for the 
second day in a row.
Today’s defeat means that 
India are out of the World 
Group Play-offs race. 
From Pool A, it will be ei-
ther China or Kazakhstan 
who will clash with win-
ner of Pool B for a place in 
the Play-off, scheduled for 
April. India, who next take 

on Hong Kong, will strive 
to maintain their place in 
the Asia/Oceania Group I.
Ankita, who had beaten 
world number 120 Lin Zhu 
yesterday, responded to the 
call from her team with a 
sensational performance 
against the world number 
81 Kazakh.
Captain Ankita Bhambri 
had an argument with the 
chair umpire and all this 
affected Karman, who 
served two double faults 
to drop the serve. Trailing 
1-4, Karman got one break 
back with a well-construct-
ed point. It was important 
not to lose serve from there 
on but she lost it at love, al-
lowing Diyas to serve out 
the match in the next.

Real Madrid should sign Neymar, says Ronaldo
Real Madrid need the best 
players and should sign 
Paris Saint-Germain star 
Neymar, according to Bra-
zil great Ronaldo.
Neymar made a world-re-
cord €222million move 
from Barcelona to PSG 
last year, signing a deal 
until 2022 with the Ligue 
1 giants.
Despite that contract, the 
26-year-old continues to be 
linked with a shock switch 
to the Santiago Bernabeu.
Ronaldo, who spent more 
than four seasons at Ma-
drid, said his former club 
were always looking to 
sign the best, and that 
included Neymar.
“Neymar is a 
su-

p e r b 
player, may-

be he will be the 
best in the world in a few 

years, and Real Madrid 
need the best,” he said on 
Wednesday, via Marca.
Despite the speculation, 
Ronaldo played down how 
close a potential Madrid 
move was for Neymar.
The two-time World Cup 
winner believes Madrid, 
who are fourth in LaLiga 
and 19 points behind 
Barcelona, feels his for-
mer side could 

p e r h a p s 
win a third 
s t r a i g h t 

Champions League de-
spite their struggles this 
campaign.
“I haven’t heard any offi-
cial representative of Real 
Madrid say anything about 
Neymar,” Ronaldo said.
“They should think about 
what they have and this 
year it’s difficult for Ma-
drid, they have to keep go-
ing and end well.
“The Champions League 
is a competition that they 
do well in and we will 
see how it ends, because 
everything changes very 
quickly in football.”

Virat Kohli explains how 
he braved cramps to score 
fiery 160* vs South Africa

Intensity is the hallmark 
of his batting and India 
captain Virat Kohli says 
he has no idea what he 
would do if that was 
gone, the primary rea-
son behind his obsessive 
focus of physical fitness. 
The 29-year-old run-ma-
chine slammed his 34th 
one-day hundred in the 
third ODI against South 
Africa on Wednesday, 
once again playing a 
pivotal role in a massive 
India win.
“Look I am going to be 
30 this year...I want to 
play this kind of crick-
et even when I am 34-
35. That’s why I train 

so much because I am 
a guy who likes to play 
with intensity. Once that 
is gone, I don’t know 
what I am going to do 
on the field,” Kohli said 
reflecting on his unbeat-
en knock of 160, which 
guided India to a 124-
run triumph for an unas-
sailable 3-0 lead in the 
series.
Kohli said Wednesday’s 
hundred was special in 
the sense that he had 
to continuously change 
his game through the 
innings. He said these 
were hard earned runs on 
a tough wicket against a 
good bowling attack.

Rough start for Russians as 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics open

Tottenham hotspur 
end Newport 

County’s FA Cup 
run in 2nd attempt

Tottenham Hotspur fi-
nally ended lowly New-
port County’s brave FA 
Cup run with a 2-0 win in 
a fourth-round replay at 
Wembley on Wednesday.

Eight-time winners 
Spurs were just eight 
minutes away from a hu-
miliating exit when En-
gland striker Harry Kane 
scored to salvage a 1-1 
draw away to fourth-tier 
Newport last month.

But it was a different 
story at Wembley where, 
with South Korea’s Son 
Heung-Min impressing 
for Tottenham, Dan But-
ler’s 26th-minute own 
goal and an Erik Lamela 
strike eight minutes later 
put Spurs 2-0 up before 
half-time.

It was not long be-
fore Spurs had their sec-
ond goal, when Lamela, 
getting on the end of a 
well-weighted through 
ball from Son, scored for 
the first time since finding 
the net against Gilling-
ham in September 2016.

Spurs were comfort-
able in the second half 
but late in the game 
Amond had a chance to 
add a Wembley goal to 
his one at Rodney Parade 
in the original tie only to 
shoot at Michel Vorm.
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