
The apex court this 
week expressed his con-
cerns over the homeless 
people who are denied the 
benefits of social welfare 
schemes and raised ques-
tions as for how could 
they make an Aadhaar 
card without a permanent 
address.

The concerns raised 
by the Supreme Court 
comes after the Centre de-
clared that the procedure 
of linking Aadhaar to the 
numerous social welfare 
schemes present in the 
country was only for the 
benefit of the people. 

A bench of two SC Jus-
tices -Madan Lokur and 
Deepak Gupta- stated that 
several homeless people 
in the country would suffer 
as they would be deprived 

of procuring the benefits 
of welfare schemes and 
thus, won’t do any good to 
their condition if govern-
ments keep on insisting 
for Aadhaar. 

A member of the bench 
said: “It denotes that such 
people are not-existent for 
the governments.” It also 
clarified that it was very 
unfair to say that people 
who do not possess Aad-
haar do not exist because 
they have other identifi-
cation cards like the voter 
IDs which contains the 
necessary details along 
with their address.

The Supreme Court 
passed the concerns after 
taking into consideration 
a PIL on lack of shelter 
homes for homeless peo-
ple in the urban areas. 

Taking into consideration 
the current situation, the 
court has made a deci-
sion to constitute certain 
committees in all states 
and Union Territories who 
would supervise construc-
tion of the shelter homes. 
It has further requested the 
Modi-led government and 
the petitioner to furnish a 
list consisting the names 
of people who could be 
entrusted the task in hand 
to monitor the construc-
tion of shelter homes in 
states.

Additional Solicitor 
General ANS Nadkarni, 
representing the Centre, 
forwarded a suggestion to 
the court to engage a com-
mittee in each of the states 
chaired by a retired high 
court judge who would 
monitor the implementa-
tion of the same.

The bench of judges, 
however, replied on a 
lighter note that in case re-
tired judges were appoint-
ed for heading the com-
mittee, then people would 
further criticise the court’s 
order saying that it was 
conceding post-retirement 
benefits to those judges.
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Reliance’s cryptocurrency launch

Donald Trump ready for Oprah 
Winfrey challenge in 2020
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CBI has identified its 
officer who hands to 
PC’s journo woman 
photo copies of all 
files on Aircel Maxis 

scam. PMO must take 
immediate action.

There might be many strong 
walls around us but 

the greatest yet is the 
one and only, Rahul 

Dravid. Happy birthday, 
Jammy! My best wishes 
for the U-19 World Cup.

Millions of persons have 
already shared Aadhaar 
number with many 
service providers. New 
security layer is like 
locking the stable after 
horses have bolted.

Subramanian Swamy, Indian Politician

P. Chidambaram, Indian Politician
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In new Quinnipiac Poll, 
66% of people feel the 
economy is “Excellent 
or Good.” That is the 
highest number ever 
recorded by this poll.

Donald J. Trump, US President

Sachin Tendulkar, Former Indian Cricketer

First Union Budget post GST will 
be presented on February 1

The Union Budget for 
the current year will be 
proposed on the first day 
of February, Ananth Ku-
mar, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister, disclosed 
this week. The Affairs 
Minister further reported 
that the budget session 
of the parliament will, 
however, take place from 
January 29 to April 6 of 
this year.

Further reports claimed 
that the first Phase of the 
session will be held from 
January 29 to February 
9 and the second Phase 
will go on from March 5 

to April 6.
Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley will present the 
Budget 2018 for the fis-
cal year 2018-19.

Additionally, President 
Ramnath Kovind will 

address the sitting of the 
two Houses jointly on 
January 29 and the Eco-
nomic Survey is sched-
uled to be tabled on the 
same date.

The upcoming budget 

holds special importance 
to the country as it will 
be the first budget after 
the implementation of 
GST (Goods and Ser-
vices Tax) regime. On 
the other hand, it will be 
Arun Jaitley’s last full 
budget as the General 
elections are scheduled 
in 2019. 

Last year, the budget 
was presented on Febru-
ary 1 for the first time, 
as opposed to the last 
day of the month, as the 
norm was prior to that. 
The government also put 
forward the practice of a 
detached railway budget 
last year.

Himangshu Das

Khadi witnessed 20% sales growth, set to have 
200 stores in malls across India

Khadi clothes will be 
made available in various 
malls in India as Khadi 
and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC) is 
seeking out new store 
formats to reach out to 
customers all over the 
country.  KVIC would 
soon be available in 200 
major stores in several 
malls in shop-in-shop 
formats.

The First Khadi 
Korner opened this week 
at the Great India Place 
Mall in Noida (Del-
hi NCR). A.K. Panda, 
MSME Secretary, and 
the KVIC chairman had 
gone face to face with 
around thirty CEOs of 
retail chains and design-
ers in Mumbai last No-
vember and eventually, a 
deal was fixed with Glo-
bus Stores, a unit of Ra-

heja Group. There would 
also be an expansion of 
the brand in Varanasi, 
Chennai, and Ahmed-
abad. Tie-ups have also 
been done with Cotton 
Bazaar at the financial 
Capital of India as the 
Khadi Korner launch is 
scheduled to open next 
month.

After starting from 
7,050 stores two years 

back, Khadi now is pres-
ent in a total of 8,087 
stores in India. It clocked 
sales of around Rs. 1342 
crore between April 
to December last year 
against Rs. 1160 crore 
during the same period 
in 2016. Thus, KVIC has 
witnessed a growth of 20 
per cent in sales at the 
end of third quarter of 
the present fiscal.

Trump wants Republicans to take over Russia 
investigation, as world laughs at America

Referring to the inves-
tigations into Russia’s 
intervene into the 2016 
election, US President 
Donald Trump has again 
stated that the whole 
torment is the greatest 
‘Witch Hunt’ in the his-
tory of Americans 
 and also said that Rus-
sia along with the world 
is laughing at the hype 
around the subject. He 
requested the Republi-
cans to take over the in-
vestigation.

Mr. Trump took to 
Twitter to express his 
views: “The single 
greatest ‘Witch Hunt’ 
in the American history 
continues. There was no 
collusion, everyone in-
cluding the Dems knows 
there was no collusion, 
and yet on and on it has 
been going. Russia and 

the world is laughing 
at the stupidity they are 
witnessing. Republicans 
need to finally take con-
trol.”

However, it is unclear 
which investigation the 
US President may have 
been pointing out to as 
there are several inves-
tigations which are cur-
rently being conducted 
concerning Russia’s in-
fluence two years ago in 
the 2016 election. It in-

cludes one in the House, 
one in the Senate, and 
also one being conduct-
ed by special counsel 
Robert Mueller.

As both the chambers 
of Congress are current-
ly being controlled by 
Republicans, therefore, 
both the investigations 
will be cooked by Re-
publican members of 
Congress. However, the 
Mueller investigation is 
an independent probe.

India is the largest market for 
freelancers, reveals survey

Indians are gradually 
drifting away from tra-
ditional aspirations and 
choosing more unortho-
dox ways of earning their 
day-to-day costs. From 
starting their own venture 
to providing expertise ser-
vices to support someone 
else’s ambitious visions, 
the country is always find-
ing new ways to earn.

According to a recent 
survey conducted by 
global digital payments 

heavyweights PayPal on 
500 freelancers, they have 
been earning approxi-
mately Rs. 19 lakh on an 
average every year.

Director of PayPal In-
dia, Narsi Subramanian, 
further added that India 
is the largest freelancer 
market in the world will 
over 10 million people 
indulged in it and also 
termed freelancing to be 
a significant growth seg-

ment for his company’s 
operations in the country. 

Mr. Subramanian said: 
“We are now focused on 
trade across borders and 
we will continue to as 
that is where a significant 
opportunity lies for us. 
And when it comes to our 
growth plan, the freelanc-
er segment is something 
that we have decided to 
focus on.

The report named ‘In-
sights into the freelancers 

ecosystem’ has highlight-
ed the constraints that are 
attached to making a liv-
ing as a freelancer. With 
most Indian freelancers 
being under the age of 40, 
it is, however, dominated 
by the male segment.

The report revealed that 
23% of Indian freelancers 
earn upto Rs 60 lakh per 
annum while another 23% 
earns between Rs 2.5 lakh 
and 5 lakh.

Amazon Founder Jeff Bezos possesses net 
worth more than Bill Gates ever did

The net worth of Jeff 
Bezos has reached $105.1 
billion this week as his 
venture Amazon.com 
Inc. shares experienced 
a 12-month high that has 
lifted the giant online 
shopping market’s value 
by more than 56 per cent.

Amazon shares got a 
step higher to 6.6% in 
this new year, with vari-
ous reports claiming that 
the company captured as 
much as 89 per cent of on-
line spending among com-

manding holiday retailers 
in just a five-week period 
starting from the day after 
Thanksgiving.

The latest high-
er-than-ever jump has 
helped the Amazon 
Founder’s fortune defini-
tively above the high limit 
reached by Bill Gates of 
Microsoft Corp. back in 
1999. The Amazon found-
er surpassed Bill Gates 
back in October with a net 
income of $93.8 billion 
and his fortune crossed 

$100 billion for the first 
time during a month later 
when the holiday shop-
ping season kicked off.

Bill Gates, however, 
would have possessed a 

total worth of more than 
$150 billion in case he had 
held onto the assets that 
he’s given away, mostly to 
the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

India should avoid copying Urbanisation 
strategies from China: Niti Aayog VC
Vice-Chairman of Niti 

Aayog Rajiv Kumar re-
marked this week that 
India should not repli-
cate foreign models like 
that of developed nation 
China for urbanization. 
It only requires creating 
growth hubs all across the 
country. 

He also commented 
that the country needs to 
use lesser resources per 
unit of Gross Domestic 
Product, whether it is 
materials or even envi-
ronment. He said: “We do 
not need to look for mod-
els outside the country 
for our own urbanisation. 
It is sad that we constant-
ly look for outside mod-
els for copy and pasting 
work. Considering our 
diversity and plurality, 

we cannot let inequitable 
or unbalanced urbanisa-
tion in our country. We 
should not allow India 
replicate what China has 
done before.”

He further added: “In 
China, development and 
modernisation happened 
along the coastline 
whereas other areas have 
remained backward. As 
a result of which on ev-
ery Chinese New Year, 
we can witness around 
5 million Chinese mov-
ing from coastline areas 
to inner parts. Thus, we 
cannot allow that to hap-
pen in our country. We 
cannot have people shift-
ing from South and West 
to East on major festivals 
like Holi, Diwali, or Ch-
hath.”

Indian Army Day

SC raises concern as how would a 
homeless person avail government 

benefits without Aadhaar

Government Mints stop production 
of coins, reports storages full

According to recent re-
ports, the Indian Govern-
ment Mint has drawn to 
a close to the production 
of coins as of January 8 
2018. The Indian Gov-
ernment Mint usually op-
erates four mints for the 
production of coins and 
the four mints are located 
in Mumbai, Noida, Hy-
derabad, and Kolkata. It 
is these mints that are re-
sponsible for the produc-
tion of coins which are 
further circulated by the 
Reserve Bank of India.

Reportedly, the Union 
of these mints has issued 

a notice last week to the 
General Managers of all 
the four mints to immedi-
ately stop the production 
of coins w.e.f January 8 
of this new year.

This comes as a report 
showed that the govern-
ment storage rooms are 
filled to capacity. The 
manufactured coins in 
huge quantities have 
been stored in these store 
rooms, thus, leaving no 
space for more coins.

As per reliable sources, 
there are already approxi-
mately 2500 million piec-
es of manufactured coins 

in the storage rooms 
waiting to be collected by 
the RBI.

An RBI spokesperson 
said: “The Reserve Bank 
of India is not the con-
cerned authority for the 
minting of coins. The 
General Managers of the 
Government Mints is the 
right authority to com-
ment on it.”

The spokesperson fur-
ther added that the halt 
in minting of coins will 
have no effect on its cir-
culation as there is no 
shortage of coins right 
now.

January 15

of the Week
Fact

The full track 
length of Indian 

Railways can 
circle the 

equator 
one and 

a half 
times.



IndiGo has been ac-
cused of threatening to 
use force against a horde 
of people who reported-
ly refused to vacate its 
seat at the Patna airport. 
Previously, the budget 
carrier has already got 
into the Parliament’s ra-

dar for the rude behavior 
of their staff. 

The recent incident, 
which happened back on 
December 30 last year, 
comes nearly after three 
months of a similar in-
cident when the staff of 
the Gurgaon-based air-
line reportedly thrashed 
a passenger at the Indi-
ra Gandhi International 
Airport in Delhi.

A passenger and Chief 
Executive Officer of a 
private college in Mum-

bai, Prasad Nandurkar, 
complained in a Face-
book page: “IndiGo 
airlines has threatened 
passengers to get down 
from aircraft, the refus-
al of which would leave 
them with no option 
but drag them out using 

CISF at Patna.” 
In the same post, Mr. 

Nandurkar further al-
leged that the airline first 
allowed its passenger to 
board and then canceled 
the flight.

In a response, IndiGo, 
however, said that all the 
passengers cooperated 
and deplaned on time 
except for a group of 20 
passengers who refused 
to go despite its staff po-
litely requesting them to 
cooperate.
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There are about 800 million hungry people and 82 
per cent of them reside in countries where there are no 
food shortages. If the problem is not lack of food, then 
why are there such a huge number of hungry people 
around the globe who are striving for a livelihood? In 
between our hectic job schedule, responsibilities, and 
social life, we tend to ignore this major problem. But 
a group of Robin Hood Army has come forward to 
take the initiative to remove hunger from the world.

The Robin Hood Army is a volunteer-based orga-
nization which works to provide surplus food from 
restaurants across to the less fortunate people. The or-
ganization is worked by friends and colleagues who 
hope to create a difference in their own small way to 
their own locality. For instance, volunteers in Green 
Park area will collect surplus food from the Green 
Park restaurants to forward it to the homeless locals. 
The Army looks upon the homeless families, night 
shelters, orphanages, and also medical patients from 
public hospitals.

Neel Ghosh along with Anand Sinha and four other 
started the initiative from Delhi by serving 150 home-
less people in its first month in 2014. With the help of 
social media and close friends, the group expanded 
its operations to other states like Mumbai, Bangalore, 
Hyderabad, and Kolkata. The Robin Hood Army 
launched its first ambitious project in 2016 partnering 
with Uber, Zomato, etc and with renowned artists like 
Farhan Akhtar, Vishal Dadlani to serve 5 lakh people 
on Independence Day. Now, the army operates in oth-
er countries too serving over 4.2 million people.

EditorialNEwsoNdot 
Minister Vs. Heroes: Time to 

collude, not collide

In an anomalous attack 
on the Indian defence 
services, Nitin Gadkari, 
the Union Minister for 
Shipping and Transport, 
bursted out at the top per-
sonnel of Navy for spurn-
ing permission for the 
construction of a floating 
hotel and a private jetty at 
the Nariman Point on the 
Arabian Sea.

The Bombay High 
Court rejected the Union 
Minister’s project pro-
posal following orders 
from the Navy. The rejec-
tion didn’t come out well 
for Nitin Gadkari, who 
flagrantly abused the In-
dian Navy at an event 
where Vice Admiral Gi-
rish Luthra, Command-
er-in-Chief of Western 
Navy Command was also 
in attendance. He said: 
“What does the Navy 
have to do with Malabar 
Hill. Instead, they should 
be guarding the borders 
of the country.”

The Navy officials re-
jected the proposal to 

build the jetty subject 
to the fact that their pri-
or proposal of building 
a land in the same place 
where they along with 
their families can accom-
modate themselves is 
still under the radar. They 
further stated security 
reasons for refusing the 
project.

Nitin Gadkari further 
added: “They have come 
to me seeking a plot of 
land. Now, I will not give 
them even an inch of 
land. You should better 
go to the Pakistan border 
as land on the eastern sea-
front is being developed 
by the state government 
and Mumbai Port Trust 
and this will be for the 
benefit of local citizens.”

With his party in pow-
er, the Union Minister 
could have easily found 
out an alternative solu-
tion for this instead of 
taking a dig at the offi-
cers, the same officers 
whose selfless service 
has been protecting the 

country from various 
threats. 

Stern statements made 
by Nitin Gadkari like 
“We are the government. 
The Navy and Defence 
ministry are not the gov-
ernment” speak highly of 
his mentality and respect 
towards the same people 
who are maintaining the 
safety of their country-
men from all kinds of 
trespassing or attacks on 
the country.

Are the men in uniform 
good as long as they sa-
lute or return in a coffin 
rapped in tri-colour? 
Why was he so upset by 
the Navy’s rejection of a 
private realty project that 
he had to express public 
outrage on decorated ser-
vicemen of the country? 
Such flock of minister 
proves their nationalism 
by creating useless con-
troversies on one day 
while on the other days, 
they come out to disre-
spect the true heroes of 
our country. 

‘Padmaavat’ to clash 
with Akshay Kumar’s  

‘Pad-Man’ on January 25
After several delays for 

numerous reasons, Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s Padmaa-
vat (previously Padmava-
ti) will finally hit the big 
screens on January 25, a 
day before Republic Day. 
The historical drama is 
named after renowned 
Malik Muhammad Jaya-
si’s 16th Century poem of 
the same name on which it 
is purportedly based.

Padmavat is a star-stud-
ded film which stars 
Deepika Padukone as 
Rani Padmini, Shahid 
Kapoor as Maharawal 
Ratan Singh, and Ranveer 
Singh as Alauddin Khilji. 
The movie was recently 
given a green signal by 
the Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC), af-
ter as many as five modi-
fications were forced to be 
made including a change 
in the title from Padmava-
ti to Padmavat.

Interestingly, this is 

the exact date on which 
R Balki’s Padman, star-
ring superstar Akshay 
Kumar, Sonam Kapoor 
and Radhika Apte, will 
release. Thus, two of the 
most anticipated movies 
will set for a mouth-water-
ing box-office clash, as the 
makers of Pad-man have 
stuck to their decision of 
not shifting the release of 
their film, for any reason.

However, the Shri Ra-
jput Karni Sena, which 
spearheaded the agitation 
against Padmavat, is not 
yet satisfied and is de-
manding a total ban on the 

film. On the other hand, 
Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Vasundhara Raje has 
stated that the film won’t 
be allowed to release in 
her state. She said it is a 
move to show respect the 
sentiments of the various 
people in the state. 

“Rani Padmini’s sacri-
fice is a matter of honour 
and pride for Rajasthan 
and hence Rani Padmini 
is not just another chapter 
in history but our digni-
ty. Therefore, we will not 
allow defamation of her 
honour,” the Rajasthan 
Chief Minister said.

Netflix turns two in India, 
still miles behind Hotstar

Netflix has 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 
completed two 
years in India 
last week. The 
video streaming 
platform decid-
ed to roll out 
its operations in 
more than 130 
countries in one 
go in January 
2016 including 
India. However in some 
context, it has been an 
uphill task to establish 
itself in a country which 
is more known for using 
free contents. Neverthe-
less, Netflix is aiming 
to get a stronger hold in 
the country by using its 
original content strategy 
which is more focused to-
wards millennials and the 
Internet-addicted urban 
audience.

“After its launch in 
January two years ago, 
Netflix has grown to a 
large extend in the Indi-
an OTT video streaming 
market, yet, it is miles 
behind other OTT play-
ers. Currently, Netflix is 
the fifth largest player in 
the country, behind cap-
tivating options for the 
people such as Hostar, 
Voot, Amazon Prime 
Video”, said Hanish 

Bhatia, Senior Analyst 
of Mobile Devices and 
Analytics, Counterpoint 
Research. 

A recent survey made 
by Counterpoint Re-
search has ranked Netflix 
in the fifth spot among 
the top-five OTT vid-
eo streaming services in 
India as it holds only a 
five percent share of the 
around 100 million strong 
market in India.

Sagoon App lauched 
in India, borrows idea 

from Sarahah
The first trailer being 

released back in Septem-
ber, a new social app –Sa-
goon- has been launched 
in India. The new app 
borrows its idea from a 
range of already existing 
social apps available in 
the market that includes 
Facebook and anony-
mous messaging app Sar-

ahah.
The new app provides 

a social commerce plat-
form, while its official 
app comes with a target 
to deliver users the ex-
perience of social media 
along with giving them 
an opportunity to earn 
as well. The app is now 
officially made available 
on the Google Play Store 
and has already been 
downloaded over 10,000 
times.

The app comes with 
three important features 
My Day, Secret, and also 
Mood Talk. ‘My Day’ will 

allow you plan your daily 
activities along with facil-
ities like setting remind-
ers, keeping track of your 
schedules. ‘Secret’, on the 
other hand, is a section 
that lets you have private 
conversations with mes-
sages that disappear. It 
also shares thoughts with 
others without disclos-

ing identity, and can also 
explore what everyone 
is talking about from the 
community.

Lastly, ‘Mood Talk’ 
is a chat feature that al-
lows you communicate 
with others using moods, 
that basically refers to 
real-time animated char-
acters which will reflect 
your current state of mind.

‘Sagoon’ has opened 
channels for Indian con-
sumers to invest in the 
company’s third round 
of funding by the crows 
through debit or credit 
cards. 

After three decades of service, INS 
Nirbhik and Nirghat decommissioned 
After serving India tire-

lessly for nearly three de-
cades, the country’s Naval 
ships Nirbhik and Nirghat 
were decommissioned at 
Naval Dockyard in Mum-
bai on January 11. Both 
Nirbhik and Nirghat have 
made a glorious history by 
serving the country for 30 
and 28 years respectively. 

The solemn ceremony 
in Mumbai involved a 
traditional lowering of the 
ensign and commissioning 
pendants with the playing 
of the ‘Last Post’.

Cdr Anand Mukundan 

along with Cdr Moham-
med Ikram was the last 
Commanding Officers 
to helm INS Nirbhik and 
INS Nirghat respectively.

The ceremony’s Chief 
Guest was Rear Admiral 
R.B. Pandit, Flag Officer 
Commanding Western 
Fleet, who had command-
ed Nirghat previously.

Cdr VR Naphade, (Retd) 
and Commodore S Mam-
pully (Retd), the com-
missioning Commanding 
Officers of Nirbhik and 
Nirghat respectively, were 
the Guests of Honour.

Democracy 
is at Stake in 
our Country, 
says 4 senior 

SC Judges
Democracy in the 

country is at stake, re-
marked four senior Su-
preme Court (Ranjan 
Gogoi, Madan Lokur, J 
Chelameswar, and Kurien 
Joseph) judges this week 
as they went public for 
the first time regarding 
complaints against Dipak 
Misra -the Chief Justice 
of India.

The unprecedented 
press conference saw the 
four judges complaining 
about things not being 
in order in the country, 
as they described it as 
“the administration of 
the Apex Court”. They 
revealed that their repeat-
ed attempts to make the 
Chief Justice alert about 
the raising concerns in 
the country have failed to 
make any kind of prog-
ress which is the reason 
that they have decided to 
come out publicly. 

They further said that 
an independent judicia-
ry is very necessary for a 
functioning democracy. 
When they were asked if 
the Chief Justice needs to 
be impeached, they want-
ed the nation to decide the 
same. 

The press conference 
was held at the residence 
of J Chelameswar, who is 
also the senior-most judge 
after the Chief Justice. 

They further added: “We 
owe a responsibility to the 
nation. Our recent efforts 
have failed miserably in 
convincing the Chief Jus-
tice to take steps to safe-
guard the institution.”

Reliance set to launch its own 
cryptocurrency called ‘JioCoin’

After toggling the tele-
com sector with its attrac-
tive free offers along with 
competitive tariffs, Reli-
ance Jio Infocomm Ltd. 
is now planning to create 
its own cryptocurrency 
–‘JioCoin’.

Reportedly, Mukesh 
Ambani’s elder son Akash 
Ambani has been lead-
ing the JioCoin project 
as Reliance Jio plans to 
build a 50-member team 
of young professionals to 
work on the blockchain 
technology, which will be 
made in view of develop-
ing the applications such 
as smart contracts and 
supply chain manage-
ment logistics.

A company represen-
tative stated: “The Com-

pany is planning to hire 
50 young professionals 
who are on an average 
age of 25 years and will 
be led by Akash Ambani. 
There are multiple ap-
plications of blockchain 
for the company and the 
50-member the team 
would work on various 
blockchain products.”

Significantly, Block-
chain is a digital ledger 
for storing data which is 
not limited to financial 
transactions. In simple 
words, blockchain decen-
tralizes any kind of infor-
mation without it being 
copied. The information 
is held on blockchain 
through a shared database 
accessible on a real-time 
basis. The same database 

is not stored on physical 
servers but on the cloud 
which makes it easy to 
store unlimited data.

The most popular app 
of the technology has, 
without any doubt, been 
cryptocurrency, and Reli-
ance Jio also plans to cre-
ate its own version called 
‘JioCoin’.

Interestingly, Bitcoin 
and other similar cryp-
tocurrencies have come 
under the radar of gov-
ernments across the globe 
for their soaring prices 
attracting several spec-
ulators and unsophisti-
cated retail investors in 
droves. This week, Bit-
coin dropped 12% which 
is its lowest since Christ-
mas day.

IndiGo staff accused of 
threatening Passengers 

at Patna Airport
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Recently-elected Con-
gress President Rahul 
Gandhi this week admit-
ted that he has made mis-
takes being a human being 
but promised to present 
the party in a new form by 
focusing to give a new vi-
sion to the people of India.

During an interaction 
with the NRIs, when one 
asked about the mistakes 
the Party has committed 
that has allowed a dismal 
performance in the elec-
tions since the last four 
years, he said: “You said 
Congress party accepted 
the mistakes. I am also 
admitting that I had made 
mistakes. After all, I am a 
human being. We all make 

mistakes.”
He added: “You said 

there is a gap. Yes, there 
is a gap in the media. 
The campaign could be 
one-sided in media. But, 
we are fighting on that 
ground. Gujarat is the PM 
Narendra Modi’s bastion 
and stronghold but they 
somehow managed to es-
cape the defeat in the as-
sembly elections.”

He continued: “The 
Congress party has ques-
tioned them the saffron 
party in the state. There-
fore, we are fighting them 
on the ground. Our main 
focus is to give the people 
of India a new vison, thus, 
a new Congress party to 

the people will be formed. 
If we give a new Congress 
party for you, it is not a big 
deal to defeat the Bharati-
ya Janata Party. We have 
made mistakes but we 
have the strengths in the 
party. Currently, there is 
a good mix of experience 
and youth in the Congress 
party. We will soon pres-

ent a new Congress party 
to you and a new vision to 
the country. You will see 
a dramatic change in the 
Congress party.” 

He also noted that his 
party will put pressure on 
the Modi-led government 
to pass the Women Reser-
vation Bill in Parliament.

The LGBT communi-
ty was in a state of relief 
this week as a three-judge 
bench of the apex court 
said it would rethink about 
the Section 377 which 
criminalises gay sex be-
tween consenting adults.

The bench comprising 
of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra along with Justices 
AM Khanwilkar and DY 
Chandrachud reported 
that the issue arising out of 
Section 377 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) is re-
quired to be worked upon 
in the coming days.

The SC bench has also 
realized that their earlier 
judgement on Section 377 

has hurt the sentiments of 
people in the country.

The bench of top offi-
cials further said: “Societal 
morality changes accord-
ing to time and law walks 
with life. A section of peo-
ple must not live in fear of 
their individual choice.”

The Supreme Court has 
also issued a notice to the 
Centre seeking a response 
on a writ petition filed 
thereon by five members 
of the LGBT community, 
who say they are living in 
fear of police.

The bench was forward-
ed a fresh plea filed by one 
Navtej Singh Johar who 
seeks to declare Section 

377 as unconstitutional to 
the extent till where it pro-
vides prosecution of adults 
for getting involved in 
consensual gay sex.

Renowned senior advo-
cate Arvind Datar, repre-
senting Johar, noted that 
the penal provision was 
unconstitutional as it also 

provided prosecution and 
sentencing of consenting 
adults found indulging in 
such natural sex.

Mr. Datar, referring to 
a recent nine-judge bench 
judgement, said: “You 
cannot put two adults in 
jail for being involved in 
consenting unnatural sex.”

3NATION/cITy
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Bollywood heartthrob Hrithik Roshan turned 
44 on Wednesday. He celebrated his born 
with his friends. He also called the media for 
the celebrations, met his fans, and clicked 
pictures with them. His ex-wife Sussanne, 
who was also present at the party, shared a 
priceless selfie of them along with the cap-
tion –‘Forever and always you stay the sun-
shine of my life.. Happy Happiest Birthday.’ 

Hrithik Roshan turns 44, ex-wife  shares 
adorable picture

Renowned scientist Sivan K has been ap-
pointed as the Chairman of Indian Space 
Research Organisation to take the place of 
A.S. Kiran Kumar. The announcement was 
made two days before the launch of the IS-
RO’s 100th satellite and 30 others in a single 
mission. Sivan K was serving as the Director 
of Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre.

Sivan K appointed as the new ISRO 
Chairman

CBSE exams for Class X & XII from 
March 5

The Central Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) has declared that the annual 
exams of Classes X and XII will be held 
from March 5. The Class X exams, in which 
16,39,000 students are expected to appear, 
will be over by April 4, while the Class XII 
exams, in which 11,86,000 students are ex-
pected to take shape, will end on April 12.
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Centre plans to spend whopping amount 
to make assemblies paperless

Centre has proposed 
a provision of Rs. 750 
crores to transform all the 
Legislative assemblies 
and legislative councils 
digital and paperless.

Union Minister for Par-
liamentary Affairs, Anant 
Kumar, disclosed the 
same while addressing 
18 the All India Whips 
Conference at Udaipur, 
Rajasthan this week. He 
named this five-year proj-
ect as E-Vidhan as the 
Centre sets to bear the 
cost.

Chief Minister of Ra-
jasthan Vasundhara Raje 
also talked about the sig-
nificance of health debate 
and ensured that the bills 
that were meant for pub-

lic interest were not held 
up due to the ruckus. She 
mentioned Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat, and Meenu 
Masani for setting the 
best examples for them in 
parliamentary debates.

She added: “We can 
learn immensely from the 
parliamentary values that 
they had set for us.”

Vijay Goyal, Union 

Minister of State for Par-
liamentary Affairs, also 
joined and called upon the 
simplification of rules of 
the procedure and shared 
his joy over the changes 
that the government is 
thinking to initiate.

Dignitaries present on 
the occasion released a 
coffee table book “New 
India-We Resolve to 
Make”.

SC to give the final hearing on 
‘Pictorial Warning’ on Tobacco 

Packs in March
The Supreme Court has 

decided to stay the opera-
tion of a Karnataka High 
Court order which has 
proposed to set aside the 
2014 rules mandating that 
85 per cent space on both 
sides of packets of ciga-
rettes and other tobacco 
products need to carry a 
pictorial warning of its 
harmful effects.

Staying the order of the 
Karnataka High Court 
placed on the December 
15 last year, the bench 
of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice AM Khan-
wilkar along with Justice 
DY Chandrachud came 
out to report: “We are 

inclined to consider that 
the health of a citizen 
has primacy and he/she 
should be aware of what 
can affect or deteriorate 
the condition of health.”

Stating the order, Chief 
Justice Misra: “We may 
hasten to add that dete-
rioration may be a mild-
er word and, thus, in all 
possibility the expression 
‘destruction of health’ is 
apt.”

After staying the oper-
ation of the High Court 
order, the court this week 
fixed the day of March 12 
for the final hearing re-
garding the matter.

The then-Central gov-

ernment in 2014 had 
amended the Cigarette 
and other Tobacco Prod-
ucts (Packaging and La-
belling) Rules defining 
that 85 per cent space on 
both sides of the tobacco 
packaging needs to be 
covered with a statutory 
warning telling consum-
ers that cigarette smok-
ing and tobacco chewing 
were injurious to health.

The amended rules 
came into force from 
April 1 2016. Prior to the 
amendment of the rules in 
2014, the pictorial warn-
ing was limited to 40% 
of the packaging and that 
too on one side only.

Centre appeals to Supreme Court to 
withdraw Order on National Anthem

A request to 
cancel the order 
which made it 
mandatory for all 
cinema halls to 
play the nation-
al anthem prior 
to a movie and 
the audience to 
stand while the 
song was played would 
come as one of the con-
troversial order passed 
by the Supreme Court on 
November 30 2016.

However, it was the 
BJP government that 
made a request regarding 
it with the top court this 
week. Explaining the is-
sue, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) released 
an affidavit stating that 
until an inter-ministerial 
committee constituted by 

the government comes 
out with its recommen-
dations within the next 
six months, the Supreme 
Court may restore the po-
sition to what it was prior 
to November 30 2016.

The Affidavit filed by 
Deepak Kumar men-
tioned: “The aforesaid 
committee has been 
formed to look upon 
the aspects related to 
the playing or singing 
of the national anthem 
upon consideration of 

the recommen-
dations made by 
the committee. 
The Centre may 
bring out the 
requisite notifi-
cation or rules 
in this regard, 
as and when 
required. The 

Hon’ble court needs to 
consider the restoration 
of status quo ante until 
then, thus, restoration of 
the position as it stood 
before the order passed 
by this court on Novem-
ber 30 2016.”

Justice DY Chandra-
chud also expressed that 
one does not need to wear 
patriotism on his sleeve 
and people goes to the 
movie hall only for undi-
luted entertainment.

PMI, makers of Marlboro to 
stop selling cigarettes

Tobacco giant Philip 
Morris International, also 
the makers of Marlboro 
cigarettes, is aiming to 
stop selling cigarettes. 
However, they are plan-
ning to replace them with 

another alternative such as 
e-cigarettes.

As per a recent report, 
while taking a New Year’s 
resolution, the company 
established back in 1900, 
stated: “We are planning 
to give up cigarettes.” 
PMI placed full-page ad-
vertisements in various 
newspapers in the United 
Kingdom to disclose their 
intention and new ambi-
tion in 2018 is to eventu-
ally stop selling cigarettes.

The Philip Morris ad 
in a newspaper read: “No 

cigarette company has 
done anything like this 
ever. You may wonder if 
we really mean it.” 

There’s been a market 
trend away from tradi-
tional cigarettes to devices 

like e-cigarettes and those 
which slowly heat and 
roast, rather than burn, to-
bacco. And Philip Morris 
may simply be making an 
attempt to invest in devic-
es, like e-cigarettes and 
those which slowly heats 
and burns rather than 
burn, trend with an aim 
to boast the public health 
interest.

Another announcement 
from PMI regarding the 
same news read: “We are 
building the future of PMI 
on smoke-free products 

that will be a much bet-
ter choice than cigarette 
smoking. Our vision is 
these products will one 
day replace cigarettes.”

This comes after the 
company realized the 

necessity of a change in 
strategy due to the dis-
order in people’s health. 
The advisement further 
added information that it 
had already spent British 
Pounds 2.5 billion in re-
search and development.

The company current-
ly runs in 180 countries 
outside the US through 
its wide range of largely 
famous tobacco products 
such as Marlboro, Red and 
White, Benson & Hedges, 
and Longbeach and many 
others.

BJP, Other Parties attacks Mamata 
Banerjee over ‘Purohit Sammelan’

The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party has ac-
cused West Bengal 
Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee of ma-
nipulating the Hindu 
community post al-
leged minority ap-
peasement for years 
after her party -the Trina-
mool Congress- hosted a 
purohit sammelan, where 
there was a congregation 
of Hindu priests, in Bir-
bhum district this week.

Current President of 
Birbhum district Anubrata 
Mondal was seen wearing 
a saffron kurta and bowing 
down before all the gath-
ered Hindu priests.  He 
said while his hands: “In 
case I have said anything 
offensive, forgive me. We 
need you priests during 
our birth, marriage and 
even in death. You are so 
very necessary in the so-

ciety. Nothing can happen 
without you.”

After the event, BJP at-
tacked West Bengal CM 
Mamata Banerjee over 
the Trinamool Congress’s 
‘Purohit Sammelan’. The 
event held at Bolpur drew 
mockery from various 
political rivals. Majority 
appeasement by the West 
Bengal CM to counter the 
fall out of her earlier mi-
nority appeasement, they 
came out to say.

The National Secretary 
of Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty from Bengal, Rahul 
Sinha, noted: “Trinamool 
Congress did so much 

appeasement of 
Muslims, which 
is the large sec-
tion of people in 
Bengal, are upset. 
They are now try-
ing to please the 
Hindu section.”

CPM leader Su-
jan Chakraborty attacked 
both the BJP and Trina-
mool stating: “An event 
of Hindu priests being or-
ganized by Trinamool is 
shocking. This is compet-
itive communalism. BJP 
and Trinamool are some-
what moving in the same 
direction.”

A purohit, Sunil Sarkar, 
revealed: “We came with 
the expectation of a sti-
pend like it was given to 
Muslim clerics. But they 
didn’t give it. They are 
thinking about it. May be 
because panchayat polls 
are round the corner.”

Supreme Court to revisit Section 377, 
seeks response from Centre

A Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence official 
reported that a crew mem-
ber of Jet Airways was 
arrested in the Capital city 
this week for allegedly 
carrying US dollars which 
were worth Rs. 3.21 crore.

“US Dollars worth Rs. 
3.21 crore was recovered 
from a crew member 
(lady) of a Hong Kong-
based Jet Airways flight 
last night in New Delhi,” 
revealed the Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence 

official in a statement.
A Jet Airways statement 

later said: “In an inspec-
tion by the DRI team, a 
huge sum of foreign cur-
rency was recovered from 
a lady employee of the 
airline. The employee has 
been taken into custody 
immediately.”

The statement further 
read: “As per the inves-
tigations and inputs from 
law enforcement agen-
cies, the airline will take 
further action.”

Mithulal Bafna, a resi-
dent of Thane, Mumbai, 
raised a huge Rs. 43 lakh 
with much difficulty and 
struggle to pay the medi-
cal bills for his 56-year-old 
beloved wife, who died a 
fortnight ago. But the 
thing to highlight is that a 
heart valve was specially 
ordered for his wife fell 
into her heart during a pro-
cedure carried out by top 
heart specialists at Mahim 
Hinduja Hospital. 

Mr. Bafna didn’t take 

time to lodge a com-
plaint with the Maharash-
tra Medical Council last 
week. He said that the doc-
tors had assured him be-
fore the operation that the 
new procedure ‘transcath-
eter mitral valve repair’ 
was 200 per cent safe and 
his wife, Manju, would re-
cover in five days. But to 
his shock, she left the hos-
pital in a comatose state 
after almost 2 months and 
thereafter died a few min-
utes later in an ambulance. 

The hospital refunded Rs 
12.47 lakh to 60-year-old 
Bafna on humanitarian 
grounds. The hospital au-
thorities have reported to 
the media that was no neg-
ligence in her care-taking.

The family insisted that 
they weren’t informed 
about the extent of risk 
involved. Additionally, 
the cardiologist who flew 
down from Jaipur for the 
transcatheter procedure, 
never met them before the 
procedure. 

Jet Airways lady crew 
member arrested

Woman dies in Mumbai after 
doctors assured ‘200%’ safety

A new Congress with a new vision will 
be presented soon, says Rahul Gandhi
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SAcHIN BANSAl
cO-FOuNdER, FlIpkART
 The country is now 

shopping online 
like never before, 
and Flipkart is one 
of the hottest des-
tinations of every 
internet shopaholic 
who wants every-
thing at their door-
step. However, 
the master-mind 
behind the estab-
lished business 
is one of the first 

people to establish an e-commerce website in a coun-
try like India -Sachin Bansal, who is an IIT graduate 
along with being a business man who created some-
thing new and innovative in the history of the great 
Indian shopping market.
Sachin was born in 1981 in Chandigarh, where he went 
to the Saint Anne’s Convent School. He was always a 
grade A student right from his schooling days. His father 
was already in business and his mother is a homemaker. 
He did his graduation from the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology in Delhi where he studied Computer Science 
Engineer. Sachin was considered a typical Indian geek. 
Since his early schooling days, Sachin had a wish of be-
coming a professional gamer.
One would think an IIT graduate with a computer sci-
ence engineering degree would definitely have a spar-
kling star-like future, especially in the era when software 
was on a rise and new innovations were in great demand. 
As soon as Sachin completed his graduation, he bagged 
a job in Techspan and then later on, he went on to work 
for Amazon as a Senior Software Engineer, which is one 
of the biggest e-commerce websites of the world. 
After working few years on Amazon, he decided to open 
up his own venture after witnessing the great value Am-
azon has been possessing in the global market. He want-
ed to start something keeping the Indian mass in focus. 
Thus, after few struggles, Sachin is the co-founder and 
executive chairman of Flipkart since 2007. Significantly, 
he loves the word “billion”.

BAlAjI VISWANATHAN
cEO, INVENTO ROBOTIcS

In his bio, 
Balaji has de-
scribed his per-
sonality as a 
wanderer, writ-
er, marketer, 
product man-
ager and also a 
crazy driver. Al-
though he runs a 
robotics compa-
ny, has addition-
ally added in his 
bio -”We build 
our robots, not 
in China.”

He won the 
prestigious medal from the National Design and Re-
search Forum as many as three times for his innovative 
research. During his days as a student, he was once invit-
ed to meet the most loved President of India at his office 
for a face to face discussion.

Proving his brilliancy, he also has two full-time Mas-
ters Degrees and both of them on scholarship. He has 
worked with few of the top professors in Artificial Intel-
ligence or Multi-agent Systems and did his thesis work 
on Multi-agent Systems.

He began his earning career as a software engineer in 
Windows core division in Microsoft HQ in Seattle, later 
on in Live Labs and then Windows Phone. He was one 
of the youngest to be hired directly as a developer into 
the core Windows department. By the time he quitted 4 
years later, he had become well experienced around the 
company’s distribution lists.

After working 5 years in the US, he returned to his 
motherland with romantic notions of revolutionizing 
education. He started with the MOOC platforms, i.e., 
NalandaU, in 2009. The venture bombed out and he piv-
oted. he co-founded a fin-tech company namely Zingfin 
which had better successes than his before ventures. 

Currently, the CEO of Invento which manufactures 
their humanoids in India. Regarding the feasibility level 
and use case of humanoids for the longer run, Viswana-
than stated that about 20 years ago people thought that 
cellphones were fancy and very expensive.

Delighted that IIM Act 2017 will enable 20 IIMs to give degrees instead 
of diplomas & doctorates instead of fellowship: Amitabh Kant

Electoral bonds will cleanse the political funding system by 
permitting clean money in donations: Arun Jaitley

Rivigo is a technology-based lo-
gistics company which is primarily 
focused to deliver reliability through 
their well-established network and 
concentrates on par excellence service 
to clients. Founded in 2014, Rivigo 
has been disrupting the sector with 
their unique operational model and in-
novative technologies.

Their innovative ‘driver relay’ mod-
el ensures that their delivery people, 
mostly referred to as pilots, live a life 
of fulfillment, dignity, and respect. 
Each and every pilot associated with 
them now spend less time away from 
their families, thus, helping them live a 
meaningful and well-balanced life.

Rivigo Labs, which is the very own 
technology think-tank comprising of 
the country’s best data scientists and 
engineers of the company, has been 
held together to build process auto-
mation along with analytics and data 
science. It has re-envisioned the truck 
as an Internet of Things platform with 
intelligent sensors which at every mo-

ment interact with a real-time respon-
sive logistics network.

Against the average distance of 
approximately 15 kms per hour as 
recorded by the industry, Rivigo’s 
technological innovations and op-
erational excellence have always 
ensured that their truck covers 50 
kilometres or more than that in an 
hour which in turn enables them to 
provide the fastest services on Indian 
road conditions, therefore, overcom-
ing delays at numerous checkpoints 
across all the 29 states in the country.

The company is inspired to harness 
the power of entrepreneurship with 
technology and innovation to make a 
positive impact in the society. Rivigo’s 
immense success has been measured 
both on financial performance and 
social impact verdicts. Driven by mis-
sion and passionate about improving 
the lives of truck-drivers, the company 
is destined to continue to improve their 
job prospects and help them move up 
the economic and social ladder.

Building the New India
startup watch Rivigo

Business
Kodak launches its own 
cryptocurrency ‘KodakCoin’

Lamborghini has finally launched the Urus SUV in 
India. It comes with a price tag of Rs. 3 crore (ex-show-
room India). The Italian car maker’s performance SUV 
was in the making for a long time and now it becomes 
only the second SUV in the company’s history, as su-
percars had taken precedence. The car distinguishes 
itself as a slightly practical car as it can be taken on 
broken tarmac as well along with being a five-seater. 

Lamborghini Urus SUV comes 
to India, priced at Rs.3 crore

The country’s biggest outsourcer, TCS, reported 
a net profit of Rs. 6,531 crore in December quarter. 
This is a little higher than the Rs. 6,446 crore collect-
ed in September quarter. Its income from operators 
surged to Rs. 30,904 in December quarter as com-
pared to Rs. 30,541 crore in the previous quarter. Ad-
ditionally, the revenue and profit numbers were also 
in line with the estimates.

TCS reveals Net Profit of Rs. 6,532 
crore in December Quarter

Kodak has launched its own cryptocurrency for 
photographers –KodakCoin. Soon after its launch, 
Kodak’s stock surged up with a 60 per cent gain. Its 
current stock price is $5.02. It will work as tokens in-
side the new blockchain-powered KodakOne rights 
management platform, which will create a digital led-
ger of rights ownership which can be used by the pho-
tographers to register and license new and old work.

Buzz

Gujarat on Top of logistics 
index, J&K placed last

In an indication of the 
efficiency in terms of its 
logistical services, Guja-
rat has topped logistics 
index chart. Commerce & 
Industry Minister Suresh 
Prabhu released the first 
set of rankings this week. 
Punjab has been placed 
a spot behind the leaders 
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh 
came third. 

Prepared by Deloitte, 
the report on Logistics 
Ease Across Different 
States (LEADS) is con-
structed based on the 
feedbacks from business-
es but unfortunately, it has 
come under attack from 
states that are ranked low. 
The state to hold the last 

position was J&K while  
Bihar did no good by oc-
cupying the second-last 
position in the list.

The index of LEADS 
was based on various 
parameters like rail and 
roads network, the effi-
ciency of regulatory pro-
cesses, & unscheduled 
stoppages, and so on. It 
is, however, a perception 
study on how stakehold-
ers take on the interna-
tional trade logistics per-
formance across the states 
and union territories. Bar-
ring safety of cargo, Guja-
rat topped the rankings on 
all parameters.

Suresh Prabhu reported 
that the rankings provide 

a useful initiating point 
for reliable identification 
of the concerned problem 
area so as to improve the 
logistics. The report re-
vealed a broad view that 
an overwhelming majori-
ty of 86% of the respon-
dents believed there has 
been a reduction in aver-
age unscheduled stoppag-
es due to documentary 
compliance.

The Centre has earlier 
noted that the removal of 
border check posts has 
helped to improve the 
travel time for trucks al-
though there comes scope 
for further development 
due to the introduction of 
tools such as EWay Bills.

Govt and RBI gives thumps up to 
Indian Overseas Bank

A senior bank official 
stated that Indian Over-
seas Bank proposal to set 
off accumulated losses by 
accumulating into share 
premium account was ap-
proved the board without 
any objection.

The state-owned Bank, 
under Reserve Bank of 
India’s Prompt Correc-

tive Action, in an anom-
alous move, witnessed 
worsening of the asset 
quality, last week, thus, 
cleared the proposal to set 
off accumulated losses of 
approximately Rs 6,800 

crore by using its share 
premium account balance 
of Rs 7,650 crore.

Indian Overseas Bank’s 
Chief Executive Officer, 
R Koteeswaran stated: “It 
was a unilateral board de-
cision.”

The government holds 
82 per cent shares in IOB 
with LIC owning another 

9 per cent. Interestingly, 
a similar move by Global 
Trust Bank back in 2001 
was shot down by regu-
lators. 

Mr. Koteeswaran re-
ported: “That was for 

the reason that they were 
under the Companies 
Act while we are under 
the RBI Act. The courts 
have viewed them under 
various provisions. In our 
case, we’re well within 
our rights to do it. The 
board representatives of 
the government and the 
RBI have also cleared the 

move.”
Earlier, Corporate gov-

ernance watch firm In-
Govern accused the Bank 
of using shareholders 
money to gear up crony 
capitalism.

BPL ties up with Amazon to work on 
the upcoming Alexa-based speaker

Amazon has been doing 
hard labour to ensure that 
Alexa reaches everyone 
across the country. It has 
already three Echo speak-
ers doing the job. Addi-
tionally, the company is 
also working with OEMs 
to reach a wider scale in 
India. Although the smart 
speaker demand in India 
is still in its infant stage, 
the companies are slowly 
trying to make a change. 
BPL, one of the OEMs, 
revealed that it is working 
with Amazon for the Al-
exa-based devices.

BPL has become one 
of the first companies to 
make use of the Alexa 
voice services kit. Chief 
Operating Officer of BPL, 

Manmohan Ganesh, said: 
“It’s true that BPL is with 
working closely with Am-
azon to shepherd in new 
voice-based speaker tech-
nologies to India. This is 
a part of the BPL’s part-
nership with Amazon and 
it goes beyond just selling 
consumer durables.”

The basic Alexa speak-
er will be priced at around 

Rs 4,000, but the more 
advanced speaker will be 
worth Rs 9,000. At these 
prices, the company will 
be competing with Ama-
zon Echo Dot (Rs. 4,499) 
and Echo (Rs. 9,999) in 
India. However, the fea-
tures of the speaker have 
not yet been disclosed by 
the company, but it prom-
ised to be first of its kind.

Niti Aayog set to frame policies 
for Electric Vehicles

The think-tank of the 
government, Niti Aayog, 
is planning to frame the 
policies for electric ve-
hicles while all the other 
concerned ministries will 
be there to implement 
them, as decided by the 
Cabinet secretary headed 
meeting this week, thus, 
ending the tug of war 
among various entities.

Sources from the meet-
ing revealed that the pro-
gramme will be chaired 
by a mission director 
while Niti Aayog will act 
as coordinator.

Cabinet secretary 
summoned the meeting 
after reservations were 
advanced by different 
ministries, which includ-
ed transport ministry, 
further stating that Niti 
Aayog is not liable to 
implement the agency 
for this pioneering pro-
gramme. 

The sourced who at-
tended the meeting fur-
ther disclosed that there 
needs to be a coordinat-
ed effort among all the 
ministries and concerned 
departments instead of 

trying to prove one-man 
ownership by one organ-
isation. Each ministry 
has to do its own bit to 
make it successful.”

Meanwhile, Niti 
Aayog has already draft-
ed a policy for the elec-
tric vehicles and has sug-
gested that EVs could 
enjoy green number 
plates. It further suggest-
ed that EVs may be given 
additional benefits like 
free parking facilities for 
first three years and also 
toll charges could be  
waived off.



US President Donald 
Trump commented in on 
recent speculation that 
Oprah Winfrey could be 
his potential 2020 White 
House election rival. He 
stated with immense con-
fidence that she would 
not run against him after 
two years, but if she did, 
he would win.

Donald Trump said re-
garding the Oscar-nomi-
nated actress and a show 
host: “I’ll beat Oprah.” 
However, he also that he 

likes her and knows her 
quite well. Trump is con-
fident of not going against 
the renowned personality.

Oprah Winfrey’s rous-
ing speech at last week’s 
Golden Globes Awards 
ceremony ignited various 
speculations that the bil-
lionaire chat show queen 
is having big Oval Office 
ambitions.

A bunch of Democrats 
who are still reeling from 
Hillary Clinton’s shock-
ing loss to Donald Trump 

donald Trump not worried about 
Oprah Winfrey running 
against him in 2020
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Marvel comics creator accused of  
Sexual assault

pakistan cuts down military and intel ties  
with the uS

Hunt for missing MH370 flight resumes

Islamabad has decided to suspend all military ties 
and intelligence sharing with the United States. This 
comes after US President Donald Trump accused and 
cut down all the security aids for Pakistan saying the 
financial aid will only be restart only if Islamabad 
takes action against the Afghan Taliban and Haqqani 
Network. Trump also set Pakistan on a watch-list for 
violating religious freedom.

It’s been four years since MH370 disappeared, but re-
portedly, Malaysia has signed a deal with an American 
firm to resume the flight’s search. The Malaysia Air-
lines jet that had 239 people on board, vanished back 
in March. The passengers were mostly from China and 
it was en route from to Beijing from Kuala Lumpur. 
Australian along with China and Malaysia ended a 
fruitless search last year.

95-year-old Stan Lee, the creator of iconic superheroes 
like Thor, Spiderman, and X-men, has been accused of 
sexual harassments, groping, and other inappropriate 
behavior by some of his in-home nurses. Reportedly, 
the comic book tycoon groped some of the women 
while they were performing their duties like checking 
his blood pressure. When the behavior was notified to 
the owner of the nursing company, he lodged a com-
plaint against Stan. Stan, however, has denied all such 
allegations.

two years ago has accepted the 
idea of having their own celeb-
rity leader.

But there is still no 100 per 
cent confirmation that the 
63-year-old lady actually 
wants the job.

Oprah’s best friend Gayle King 
reported: “I don’t think at 
this point right now she 
is actually considering 
it.” Gayle King, who is 
a television personality 
himself, however, not-
ed that the actress was 
fascinated by the idea of 
running for the hot seat. 
He quoted: “After years 
of watching the Oprah 
show, I also know that 
you always have the right 
to change your mind.”

china set to prosecute top military 
official on suspicion of bribery

A senior General Fang 
Fenghui, who was pres-
ent on the top military 
body of China, has been 
decided to be prosecuted 
on suspicious allegations 
of bribery.

China's military, which 
is also the largest in the 
world and is planning an 
ambitious modernisation 
campaign, has always 
been given a significant 
focus by President Xi 
Jinping as he aims to bat-
tle to stamp out corrup-
tion. 

Xinhua's short dispatch, 
with no other details pro-
vided, is the first official 
confirmation of the inves-
tigation process since a 
report back in September 
claimed that Fang was be-
ing interrogated on suspi-
cion of corruption.

Fang, who was with 
President Xi Jinping 
during his first meeting 

with the US President 
Donald Trump last year, 
was immediately re-
placed as the Chief of the 
Joint Staff Department of 
the People's Liberation 
Army in August without 
further explanation.

The 67-year-old top 
leader was thereafter 
replaced as a member 
of the Central Military 
Commission at a key 
five-yearly Communist 
Party congress last year 
in October as part of a 

rearrangement in the 
sweeping military lead-
ership.

Several top officers 
have been further inves-
tigated and put to jail 
which includes former 
Vice-Chairmen of the 
Central Military Com-
mission -Xu Caihou and 
Guo Boxiong. While 
Guo was sentenced to 
jail for life last year, Xu 
Caihou died of cancer 
two years ago before 
facing trial.Israel prime Minister under criticism 

after son’s ‘Strip club’ tape leaked

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu was 
in a dilemma as he was 
forced to defend himself 
this week after his son 
was recorded drunk out-
side a strip club talking 
about a natural gas deal 
to be made by his govern-
ment.

The audio recording of 
PM’s son Yair Netanya-
hu, who has earlier been 
the subject of controversy 
several times, picked up 
criticism of his father’s 
handling of the country’s 
natural gas industry that 
too at a time when he al-
ready faces two unrelated 
graft investigations.

Reportedly, the conver-
sation on the audio re-
corded also includes talk 
of strippers and prosti-
tutes.

However, Netanyahu’s 
family denounced the 
broadcast of the recording 
by Israel’s Channel 2 tele-
vision earlier this week 
as part of a witch-hunt 
strategy, while Yair Net-
anyahu defended himself 
by saying that he was just 
making a joke in the audio 
claimed to be from 2015.

Netanyahu commented 
at the meeting with am-
bassadors from NATO 
countries that his son had 
apologised for speaking 

foolishly about women 
and he knows nothing 
about the gas deal that his 
son referred.

He said: “Yair didn’t 
know anything about it, 
and whatever he said, he 
said under the inexora-
ble influence of alcohol, 
in a tasteless joke with a 
friend.”

26-year-old Yair Net-
anyahu was heard in the 
recording discussing with 
the son of a stakeholder 
in a company that owns 
shares in Israel’s offshore 
Tamar gas field.

“My father arranged 
$20 billion for your dad, 
thus, you can give me 400 
shekels ($116/97 euros),” 
the audio read.

Yair Netanyahu has 
been in controversy in 
the past which includes a 
bizarre Facebook post in 
September lat year sug-
gesting there was a con-
spiracy against his family. 
The post also included a 
series of anti-Semitic im-
ages.

US Woman deported for misusing 
Business Visa, Centre reoports Delhi HC
The Central Govern-

ment has informed the 
Delhi High Court that 
an American woman 
who happens to be an 
entrepreneur was de-
tained and denied entry 
at Chennai Airport and 
has been deported to the 
United States.

Apparently, the Amer-
ican citizen has been 
living in India for more 
than 10 years on a mul-
tiple entry valid business 
visas. She was detained 
at the Chennai Airport 
during midnight at 1:30 
am on January 5 and was 
informed that because 
there was a mark on her 
file, she had to be de-
ported back to the US.

The high court after 
taking note of the inci-
dent stated that as the 
48-year-old woman, 
namely Kasha Elizabeth 
Vande, has already been 
deported and it cannot 
restrain the authorities 

from sending her back to 
her country. The Court 
has been informed that 
the US national was 
boarded on a flight the 
same day and returned 
back to the US this week.

A bench of Justices S. 
Muralidhar and IS Me-
hta commented on the 
incident:  "In view of 
the development, the 
court grants the relief 
of retraining the author-
ities from deporting the 
woman does not arise." 

In addition to that, 

during the hearing, the 
counsel for the Ministry 
of External Affairs dis-
closed a letter from the 
last month that the entre-
preneur was blacklisted 
as she was involved in 
various NGO activities 
in Puducherry while 
holding a business visa.

According to recent re-
ports, Kasha Elizabeth 
Vande was running a 
cafe and boutique named 
‘Kasha ki Asha’ in the 
Union Territory.

Bollywood actress Mallika Sherawat 
evicted from her Paris Apartment

Renowned Bollywood 
actress Mallika Sherawat 
has been summoned by 
a French court to leave 
their apartment situated 
in a posh area of Paris for 
failing to comply with the 
rent.

In a December 14 case, 
the court has finally told 
the Murder-famed actress 
and her French husband 
Cyrille Auxenfans to 
pay 78,787 euros which 
amount to $94,000 in 
rent owed and other re-
lated expenses. The court 
also gave the green light 
for their furniture to be 
seized.

The couple began to 
stay on rent the apartment 
in the costly 16th district 
from January 1 last year 
for a monthly rent of 
6,054 euros. But the own-
er has claimed that they 

never paid the rent, mak-
ing only a single transac-
tion of 2,715 euros.

At a hearing in a court 
of Paris back on Novem-
ber 14, the lawyer hired 
by the couple stated they 
were in financial diffi-
culty. But the claim had 
been dismissed by the 
owners of the apartment 
who revealed that she 
earned tons of millions 
during the rental period. 
However, they cannot be 
evicted out until March-
end, when a moratorium 
on wintertime evictions 
expires.

Again in December 
2017, the actress openly 
denied having an apart-
ment in Paris. She tweet-
ed: “It is absolutely not 
true and if anyone has do-
nated one to me, do send 
me the address.”

polish pM reorganizes his cabinet to mend ties with the Eu
Newly elected Prime 
Minister of Poland has 
rearranged his Cabinet 
this week, ousting the 
controversial ministers of 
defense, foreign affairs, 
and the environment be-
fore traveling to Brussels 
for discussions with top 
European Union officials.
Mateusz Morawiecki, 
who was elected in De-
cember, made the chang-
es with the aim to avert 
possible EU sanctions 
on his country. European 
Union leaders have raised 
numerous concerns over 
Poland's changes to its 

justice system and the 
government-approved 
logging in an old-men 
forest.
Morawiecki has been 
able to persuade Po-
land's most powerful 
politician, the party 
leader Jaroslaw 
Kaczynski that the 
ministers who are 
most criticized by 
leaders of EU 
and by the 
oppo-
sition 
should 
be 
allowed 

to go.
PM Morawiecki stat-

ed: "We’re not and we 
don't want to go 

forward being 
a dogmatic, 

doctrinal 
government, 

or even a 
government 
of socialist 

or neo-liberal 
extremities." The 

Prime Minister 
further ex-

pressed 
his 
de-
sire 

that his country would 
play an important role in 

a strong Europe.
The formation of the 
new-faced government 
indicates that Poland is 
aiming for a more con-
ciliatory approach to the 
European Union.
The dismissals of For-
eign Minister Witold 
Waszczykowski and En-
vironment Minister Jan 
Szyszko, who bought 
criticism for the decision 
to cut trees in the pristine 
Bialowieza Fores, de-
notes a will to mend fenc-
es within the EU.

Former cricketer Imran khan annoyed by 
Gutter media campaign on Wedding Buzz

Former cricket-
er-turned-politi-
cian of Pakistan 
Imran Khan is 
very annoyed by 
the gutter media 
campaign which 
is focused on his 
plan to get mar-
ried for the third 
time. He in an 
emotional state-
ment asked the 
protestors if he 
had vended state 
secrets to India 
or laundered the 
country's wealth 
to deserve such a 
bad press.

Reportedly, he 
is planning to 
get married to his spiritual 
guru Bushra Maneka. Pa-
kistan's Opposition lead-
er pointed out the finger 
at ousted Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif and one 
owner of a private media 
house for the vicious gutter 

media campaign against 
him since few days.

The 65-year-old for-
mer flamboyant cricketer 
took to Twitter to say that 
said that he was just con-
cerned about his children 
and the conservative fam-
ily of Bushra begum. 

He claimed that the gut-
ter media campaign was 
being chaired by Nawaz 
Sharif and Mir Shakil-
ur-Rahman, founder of 
Geo Television Network. 
But he was determined 
to stand strong and these 
things did not bother him. 

Attacking for-
mer Prime Minis-
ter Sharif, Imran 
Khan stated: "I 
have known the 
Sharifs for more 
than 40 years and 
I know well all 
their sordid per-
sonal lives, but I 
would never go 
to stoop the level 
of exposing these 
sordid informa-
tion."

He further add-
ed: "Since the 
last 3 days I have 
been wondering 
if I have looted 
a bank or money 
laundered bns in 

nation's wealth or ordered 
a killing spree or have I 
revealed state secrets to 
India? I have done noth-
ing but got to know I 
have committed a bigger 
crime, that is, wanting to 
get married." 

SpaceX reveals fine 
work of Rocket as spy 
satellite reported lost

A SpaceX rocket worked 
all well after it was suc-
cessfully launched of a 
secretive government sat-
ellite - named Zuma- last 
weekend.
President and Chief Op-
erating Officer of Cal-
ifornia-based SpaceX 
–Gwynne Shotwell- stat-
ed: "For clarity as after 
the review of all data to 
date, Falcon 9 did every-
thing perfectly on Sunday 
night. If we happen to 
find anything otherwise 
based on further review, 
we shall report it imme-
diately.” 
She further added: "Infor-
mation published that is 
against this statement can 
be considered false. Due 
to the classified nature 
of the payload, no more 
comments are possible."  
The Wall Street Journal 
earlier reported that the 
big budgeted payload 
didn’t make it into orbit 
and was presumed to be a 
great loss.
However, the nature of 
the mission stays cov-
ered in mystery as nei-
ther the industry nor the 

government officials 
would speak on the pur-
pose of Zuma. Northrop 
Grumman responsible 
for making the satellite 
said it was for the gov-
ernment and was target-
ed for low-Earth orbit, 
but again offered no oth-
er details.
The company's webcast 
did not show any live vid-
eo coverage of the Zuma 
spacecraft after it got sep-
arated from the first stage 
of the rocket, but con-
firmed that the fairings 
was deployed while the 
payload was on its way to 
low-Earth orbit.
The fairing happens to 
be the part of the rocket 
nose cone that holds the 
payload tight and splits 
apart at a fixed time so 
that the satellite can slip 
into orbit.
The launch of the same 
was earlier planned for 
November last year but 
was postponed in or-
der to allow SpaceX  to 
take a closer look at the 
data from recent fair-
ing testing for another  
customer."
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lessons regarding Work, Life, and 
Money I learned in 20176 

Life has always been a learning lesson for me and 
with every year passing, I have become the better 
version of me that I was a few years ago. Even then 
I believe the best is yet to come. 

While 2017 allows me to shred a smile on my face 
with all the good memories during the year, there 
were several ‘work, money, and life’ lessons that I 
learned from the passing year

1 Not allowing my money to control me
My parents didn’t teach me much about money 
management but I can’t take it as an excuse throughout 
my whole life. I will hopefully feel much empowered 
at the end of this year as I chose to learn the basics 
of money –the budgeting, unavoidable expenses, 
keeping an emergency fund and also saving some for 
keeping it luxurious for myself after retirement.

3 Patience is the key
I am a very impatient man. I need to get the fact in 
my head that my goals, which are worth striving, 
won’t be coming to me easily. While the world is 
transforming to be less patient, I will focus to hold 
on to my small wins everyday to accumulate it to 
garnish myself for the big picture one day. The time 
will pass in a blink of an eye and I may be the next 
big star. 

5 Experiment and be ready for failure
I have been in my comfort zone ever since I was born 
and this has led me to nothing worth complimenting 
myself. I will put my hand on different things from 
now on –both on the personal and professional level. 
While it always comes with a risk, I have embraced 
myself to face the fear of failure and rejection. 

2Sleep les
While that’s the hardest thing I have decided to 
compromise before heading towards a successful 
life. I usually get sleep for more than 6 hours on an 
average, which I’ll cut down to 6 hours from this 
year. I believe I won’t achieve any good if I spend 
several hours on sleep. While it may be a hard habit 
to incorporate, I trust my coffee to help me out.

4My uniqueness is my strength
I must remember that there exists no one in this world 
who is identical to me. More often than not, I have 
been trying to hide my own self for the fear of not 
getting accepted or may be for the eagerness to make 
an impression since the last few years. However, 
this year, whatever may be the consequences, I 
have decided to bring the original ‘me’ out from the 
camouflage. That will be the biggest strength while 
stepping into this new year.

6Let’s ‘Read’ more
I have seen many people around me stop reading 
books as soon as they come out of college. I opt not 
to be one of them. I remember how I used to spend 
hours on reading and now, I find the excuse of working 
six-days-a-week in the office for not persuading the 
books. Reading doesn’t need a specific place or time, 
I can do it anywhere. It will help me work on my 
wisdom.
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Big Boss 11 contestant set for grand Bollywood debut
Big Boss 11 contestant Bandgi Kalra 
is set to make her Bollywood debut 
this year. With a stint of popularity 
in the Salman Khan-hosted show 
and taking the small screen by storm, 
the 25-year-old Patna-born girl will 
soon be a part of an A-lister movie.
Sources reveal that Bandgi was 
approached for an important role in 
a big budget film where she will play 
a radio jockey. Reportedly, the film 
is still in the pre-production stage 
and will go on the floors within the 
next few months.
Bandgi, who completed her studies 
from Chandigarh, is an Indian model 
and gained fame for her beauty and 
link-ups in Big Boss. She was voted 

out from the show last month, but 
only after making headlines with the 
closeness with another contestant 
Puneesh Sharma. The closeness, 
however, raised questions about her 
relationship with boyfriend Dennis 
Nagpal, who later announced their 
break-up on Instagram. 
Bandgi, however, claimed that she 
ended her relationship with Dennis 
before she entered the Big Boss 
house and called him a publicity 
seeker when he alleged her for 
cheating with him.
In a recent interview, when asked 
about her life after coming out of the 
House, she stated that every bit of it 
has changed, for better.

We consider the likes of Albert 
Einstein and Leonardo Da Vinci 

as the genius that changed the perception 
of the world with their discoveries and 
innovative works. The already installed 
images of these greats in our mind make 
us realise their abilities to produce answers 
to the existing complications in the world. 

As, without Einstein, there would have 
been no Theory of General Relativity and 
how backward the world would be right 
now.  Da Vinci, on the other hand, makes 
us wonder how much progress we could 
have made if something was produced 

with the brilliant sketches he 
originated. 

The answers are what the history 
remembers, without anyone taking a 
moment to think what questions may have 
arisen on their minds back then. Neither of 
them really focused on the solutions as they 
were primarily driven by ‘asking’ rather 
than answering. Yes, it was the strength in 
their questions that eventually shaped the 
lives of the people on this earth.

We all thrive to know the meaning of 
life and what worth does our soul holds. 
We are in a constant search for a solution 
to guarantee happiness. We tend to spend 
our time looking for answers without even 
realizing what we exactly want from it. 
Yes, we all want to be happy, but what does 
that even mean and why in the world is it 
so much important?

Our love for answers comes from the 
urgent need for certainty of happiness. We 
have that attraction to the idea of knowing 
things, regardless if it is worth knowing 
or not. This attraction has been leading us 
in the desired direction in today’s world. 
Whereas, the likes of Einstein and Vinci 
knew that the real thrill is not to strive for 
certainty, but to be guided by curiosity. 
Firstly, they had to find the right questions 
to ask and then seek the desired solution.

The reality we live in is a massive 
confused place filled with complexities. 
Therefore, to dive in and find answers is 
this mess is to invite problems. 

What we can initiate is to make an effort 
for ourselves by paying attention to what 
is happening around us and make our own 
move accordingly rather than just fitting 
into the existing robotic world. Observe 
and then ask, it will definitely pay you 
dividends in the long run.

As Bertnand Russell quoted: “The 
greatest challenge to a thinker is stating the 

problem in a way that allows a solution.”
The good news for us is that you need not 

be a genius to make a difference. You just 
need to be more wary of the environment 
and be less attached to discovering pre-
packaged solutions.

Do we realise the under-utilized Power of ‘Questions’?

pedophilia is the ‘number one 
secret’ in Hollywood, claims 

former child Actor
American actor Corey Feldman is on a 
mission to expose as to how molestation has 
become an epidemic plaguing Hollywood 
and has raised a warning for all the parents. 
In a recent interview, Corey Feldman, who 
was a former child star, has recapitulated his 
past claim that pedophilia is the top-secret 
maintained in Hollywood. 
Feldman further stated that despite the 
recent awareness in the fraternity regarding 
sexual harassment and abuse allegations, he 
believes child molestation is an epidemic 
that is plaguing the industry.He quoted: “The 

parents must be shaking. I don’t bring my kid 
in this industry, what does that refer to you?”
The 46-year-old claimed that he and his best 
friend in personal life and co-star in several 
hit teen movies of the 80s –Haim- were often 
sexually abused by predators within the 
industry.
Haim is known for bravely battling drug 
addiction throughout his life, which Feldman 
says was a way Haim preferred for numbing 
the pain caused by years of sexual abuse. 
Haim died of pneumonia in 2010 when he 
was 38-years-old.

Hollywood turns black for Golden Globes 2018

The 75th Golden Globe Awards kick-
started the 2018 award ceremonies and 
as expected all the Hollywood ladies and 
gentlemen looked fabulous. The industry’s 
elite decided to turn the red carpet black 
during the ceremony to show their support 
against the increasing sexual harassment 
scandals over the industry.
Actors and actresses turned out in black 
this year in solidarity with the victims of 
Harvey Weinstein and several others who 
were exposed to the harassment and abuse 
scandal report. The ceremony was the first 
big chance for the industry to unite against 
the disgraced culture of sexual misconduct 
which has been brought to light recently.
Three-time Oscar winner Meryl Streep 

said some people are misusing their power 
causing an imbalance in the industry. It has 
led to abuse and it’s spreading. She felt it 
was necessary for the industry’s men and 
women to stand together in a thick and 
black line.
Actress Viola Davis expressed that by 
wearing black she along with all the actors 
showed their gratefulness and support to 
all the survivors and allies who dared to 
speak and force out a conversation about 
the harassment, assault, and gender biases 
they have been through.
Making his debut as the host, Seth Meyers, 
shared numerous jokes regarding the same. 
He said: “It’s New Year, marijuana has 

finally been allowed and sexual harassment 
finally isn’t. It’s going to be a great year.”
The ceremony filled with stars also saw 
winners, which included Oprah Winfrey, 
Nicole Kidman, and Laura Dern, took the 
stage to thank all the brave women who 
spoke out against the abuse. The show also 
forwarded their support for the ‘MeToo’ 
movement and the ‘Time’sUp’ campaign 
which allowed people from all across the 
world to speak up.
The ‘MeToo’ hashtag trended all over the 
world after a call to action from actress 
Alyssa Milano. The hashtag has been used 
by some of the biggest stars including 
Lady Gaga, Jennifer Lawrence, Reese 
Witherspoon, and so on.



Real Madrid may not 
be having the best of 

times as the year ended 
badly for them, but their 
coach Zinedine Zidane 
has been named French 
coach of 2017 for lead-
ing the Los Blancos to a 
La Liga and Champions 
League double.
After receiving the 
award, the French mae-
stro said: “I want to show 
everyone that I can also 
be a good coach in tough 
circumstances.”
Real Madrid is going 
through tough times as 
they are placed as low as 
fourth in the League table 
which is head by arch-ri-
vals Barcelona who is 16 

points ahead although 
Real has a game in hand. 
The most-awaited El Cla-
sico during the year-end 
was also dominated by 
the Catalan army as they 
crushed Real 3-0 in San-
tiago Bernabeu.
While Barcelona ended 
the year on a high, Real is 
finding it difficult to catch 
up with the leaders as 
they were held to another 
2-2 draw at Celta Vigo.
Zidane said: “Today, the 
danger is there, but that 
will not change me. I 
know that I have in front 
of me great players who 
listen to me with respect. 
I know how to play foot-
ball and I believe things 

will sort themselves out 
in the end.”
He further added: “I am 
not protected by what 
all I have achieved as 
a player for this club. 
Zinedine Zidane is no 
more a Real player. That 
Zidane doesn’t exist any-
more. Now, it is the coach 
Zidane who must create 
a career and bring more 
trophi es to the club.”
However, his tough-
est challenge will be to 
defend the Champions 
League this year as they 
get ready to face French 
giants Paris Saint-Ger-
man in the first knockout 
round on February 14 and 
March 6.

A dominant Australia 
hammered England 

to win the Ashes series 
4-0 and lifted the coveted 
Trophy.  In the fifth and 
final Test match held in 
Sydney, England was ex-
pected to show some fight 
to end the series on a good 
note, but Steve Smith’s 
side humiliated them yet 
again as they won the 
match by an innings and 
123 runs as England got 
bowled out for just 180 
runs in its second innings. 
After opting to bat first, 
England scored 346 runs 
in their first innings with 
Captain Joe Root lead-
ing from the front and 
scoring a deserving 83. 
Dawid Malan support-

ed his captain with 62 
runs. Australian pacer 
Pat Cummins was on 
target scalping 4 vital 
wickets. In its reply, 
Australia ended their 
innings on a mam-
moth 649 for the loss 
of 7 wickets. Usman 
Khawaja (171), Shaun 
Marsh (156), and 
Mitchell Marsh (101) 
rattled past the English 
bowlers and seemed 
quite comfortable while 
they scored runs fluently. 
David Warner (56) and 
Captain Smith (83) were 
the other notable scorers 
for the Aussies. 
England couldn’t handle 
the pressure and was bun-
dled out for 180 runs as 

Cummins again bagged 
4 wickets. Nathan Lyon 
(3) along with Starc (1) 
and Hazlewood (1) sup-
ported the youngster well 
enough.
Although it is not subtle, it 
was a slight improvement 
on England’s last visit 
Down Under where they 

lost 5-0 that included a 
three –day defeat in Syd-
ney. This time they were 
able to stress every match 
till the fifth day.
England will be hoping to 
restore their pride when 
they face the Aussies in 
five ODIs and two T20 
matches.

After a 72 runs loss in 
the first Test match of the 
three-match series against 
South Africa, India is 
looking to build-up for 
the second Test starting 
from January 13. Few el-
ements are required to be 
addressed by the Indian 
team before heading on 
to the pitch in Centurion. 
Which batsman would 
make the best eleven and 
a five-bowler attack at the 
cost of a batsman? 
In the first Test, the se-
lection of debutant Jas-
prit Bumrah over the 
experienced Umesh Ya-
dav and Ishant Sharma 
didn’t come out well. On 
the other hand, benching 

Lokesh Ra-
hul instead of 
Shikhar Dha-
wan or Mura-
li Vijay, and 
also opting for 
Rohit Sharma 
instead of the 
d e p e n d a b l e 
Ajinkya Rah-
ane came back 
to haunt the In-
dian selection 
team.
For the second 
Test, Captain Kohli needs 
to be brave to drop Dha-
wan, who has been slop-
py on the field too, and 
bring back the in-form 
KL Rahul. Dropping Ra-
hane, who has a tremen-

dous record when India 
plays overseas, was not 
a good idea and he needs 
to get back to the playing 
eleven to provide that ex-
tra dependability in the 
bottom-order. However, 

with Rohit Sharma being 
in good form, the only 
way India can include 
Rahane in the eleven is if 
they drop Ravichandran 
Ashwin, a decision that’s 
unlikely at Centurion.
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Important decisions to make as India take on 
South Africa in the second Test Dominant Australia seals Ashes 

4-0 over England

Players are now stronger, it’s tough 
to set new goals: Leander Paes

44-year-old tennis 
ace Leander Paes 

is having difficulty to 
set new goals for him-
self with as many as 
18 Grand Slam titles 
along with an Olym-
pic medal already in 
his cupboard. Yet he 
has decided to spend 
his off-season getting 
stronger in order to 
cope up with the mod-
ern day tennis which 
is mostly dominated 
by brutal power.
While majority of his 
contemporaries have 
hung up their boots and 
are on the coaching line 
and most of his juniors 
shining the racket for the 
country, this one Indian 
legend is hunger for ten-
nis and is far from being 
satisfied.
He said in a recent inter-
view: “The off-season for 
me is about skill, endur-
ance, core, weights, back 

and addressing my game 
to a new level because 
now the game has be-
come much physical. All 
these boys on the court 
are either 6’3” or 6’5”. 
They are very strong 
which gives very less re-
action time to its oppo-
nents as the ball is being 
hit so hard. Working on 
your power means that 
the serve can be powerful 
and the forehand can be 
stronger.

When asked if the ques-
tion of retirement keeps 
popping at this stage of 
his career and then with 
many wondering what is 
helping him to keep him 
going, the legend replied: 
“Currently, I am going 
through a beautiful part of 
my tennis career, where I 
don’t have to prove any-
thing. The ability to still 
control the ball and com-
mand the court is what 
keeps me motivated.”

Liverpool star joins Barcelona finally, bids 
emotional farewell to liverpool
Liverpool ace, Philippe 

Coutinho, has finally 
been hijacked by Span-
ish giants Barcelona af-
ter a long struggle over 
the summer to lure the 
services of the Brazilian. 
Barcelona has scouted the 
attacking midfielder since 
last summer as Liverpool 
rejected as many as three 
bids.
However, the current La 
Liga leaders have se-
cured the 25-year-old for 
£142million from An-
field. The club has been 
in great form this season 
as they are yet to taste de-

feat and with the arrival 
of Coutinho, who is 
likely to feature in 
the starting eleven 
from the end of 
January, the team 
looks even more 
formidable after a 
disappointing last 
season.
After Ney-
mar Jr 
departed 
for a big 
money 
t rans-
fer to 
Paris 

Saint-German last sum-
mer and midfield-

er Andres Iniesta 
being in his end-
ing phase of ca-
reer, the Ernesto 
Valverde-managed 

team was desperate 
to sign a world-

class mid-
fielder.
Coutin-
ho has 
been a 
r e v e -
l a t i o n 
in the 
P r e -
mie r 

League for the Reds. But 
playing for Barcelona 
was always his dream. 
He recently expressed: “It 
was hard for me. Every 
moment it has changed, 
three, then four months, 
and then we were here. I 
think I haven’t properly 
realise that I am a Bar-
celona player now but 
I will soon when I train 
with my new teammates. 
Liverpool did everything 
they could to keep me and 
tried their best to make 
me stay but finally, they 
understood that this was 
my dream, always.”

India excited as 2018 ICC Under-19 Cricket  
World Cup starts from January 13

Aanchal Thakur bags India’s first-ever skiing 
medal, pM Modi congratulates her

The ICC U-19 World 
Cup is just a few days 

away and the Indian Un-
der-19 cricket team, led by 
talented Mumbai teenager 
Prithvi Shaw and coached 
by cricket legend Rahul 
Dravid, will begin its cam-
paign from January 14.
India U-19 team has been 
placed in pool B along 
with Australia, Zimbabwe, 
and Papua New Guinea. 

While all of their group 
stage matches are day & 
night fixtures which will 
be played at Bay Oval in 
Mount Maunganui.
India will play their first 
match against heavy-
weights Australia in game 
number six of the major 
tournament on Sunday, 
January 14. In two days 
time, they will face Papua 
New Guinea. After that, 

the following Friday they 
will take on Zimbabwe in 
their third match.
This 2018 U-19 World 
Cup will be comprised of 
48 matches across seven 
venues in the beautiful cit-
ies of New Zealand. The 
16 teams are grouped into 
four groups of four teams, 
where each team has to 
play three league matches 
before the top eight ad-

vances into the quarter-fi-
nal stage. The quarter-fi-
nals will determine the 
final four contestants for 
the semi-finals. However, 
the teams that fail to qual-
ify for the quarter-finals 
will then feature in the 
Plate League knockouts.
The grand final of the 
cricket tournament will be 
held in Tauranga on Feb-
ruary 3.

Manali girl Aanchal 
Thakur successful-

ly marked her name in the 
history books by winning 
the country's maiden in-
ternational medal in ski-
ing. This comes as a big 
massive step, especially 
for a sport that usually 
begs for attention.
The 21-year-old clinched 
the bronze medal in the 
slalom race category in 
the Alpine Ejder 3200 
Cup organised by the 
Federation Internationale 
de Ski in Turkey.
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi couldn’t hold back 
from congratulating the 
21-year-old North Indi-

an resident on pocketing 
India's first-ever interna-
tional medal in the sport.
PM Modi praised her via 
Twitter: "Well done @
alleaanchal for winning 
an international medal in 
skiing. The whole nation 
is ecstatic on your histor-
ic win at the FIS Interna-
tional Skiing Competi-
tion in Turkey. Wishing 
you the very best for 
your future endeavours.”
Aanchal was over-
whelmed by the reac-
tion as she described it 
as unreal that the Prime 
Minister would tweet for 
her. She further added: “I 
hope we are finally be-

ing treated at 
par with ath-
letes of oth-
er popular 
sports. Right 
now, there 
has been no 
support from 
the govern-
ment.” 
A a n c h a l ' s 
proud fa-
ther Roshan 
Thakur, also the Gen-
eral Secretary of Win-
ter Games Federation 
of India, was overjoyed 
with the feat achieved by 
his daughter. He noted: 
"This is a breakthrough 
achievement for this 

sport in the country and 
the entire skiing fraterni-
ty is proud of this."
Rajyavardhan Rathore, 
the Sports Minister, took 
to Twitter to congratulate 
inspiring Aanchal: "Con-
gratulations Aanchal 

for the Slalom Skiing 
Bronze in the FIS Inter-
national Skiing Compe-
tition in Turkey. India, 
thus, opens the account 
by a first-ever medal in 
skiing. Well done!"

Real Madrid manager Zinedine Zidane 
named French Coach of the Year

Yusuf Pathan handed 5 months ban for 
doping charges, won’t miss IPL

Yusuf Pathan 
has been 

punished with a 
back-dated ban of 
5 long months this 
week after he was 
found guilty of 
doping violation. 
However, his ban 
will end on Janu-
ary 14, as it started 
on August 15 last 
year. The swash-
buckling batsman 
was banned after he inad-
vertently ingested a pro-
hibited substance, mostly 
found in cough syrups.
Significantly, the Baroda 
cricketer will be available 
for the players’ auction 
for Indian Premier League 
scheduled on January 27 
and 28 as he was not re-
tained by his former team 
Kolkata Knight Riders.
The 35-year-old provided 
a urine sample as part of 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India’s anti-dop-

ing testing programme 
and his sample was found 
to contain Terbutaline, a 
specified substance which 
is prohibited both in & 
out of competition in the 
World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy (WADA) prohibited list 
of substances. 
A BCCI representative 
stated: “Last year on Oc-
tober 27, Mr. Yusuf Pathan 
was charged with the com-
mission of an AD Rule Vi-
olation which falls under 
the BCCI Anti-Doping 

Rules Article 2.1 and thus, 
remained suspended pend-
ing determination of the 
charge.”
In his response, Pathan 
said: “Playing for India 
and Baroda has been a 
matter of immense pride 
and encouragement for 
me. Therefore, I would 
never act in any manner 
to bring my motherland 
in any kind of disrepute. I 
should have been careful 
and checked the status of 
the medications.

IOc chief considers North 
korea pyeongchang participation 

a great step forward

The decision of North 
Korea to be a part 

of the Winter Olympics 
in the South has been 
considered a great step 
forward by the Interna-
tional Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) Chief Thomas 
Bach.
Earlier, North Korea has 
boycotted the 1988 Sum-
mer Games in Seoul, but 
has decided to send its 
athletes to the Winter 
Games in the South, as 
the rivals announced ear-
lier this week following 
their first formal talks in 
over two years after high 
tensions regarding Pyong-
yang’s nuclear weapons 
programme.
Chief Mr. Bach said: 
“These proposals, thus, 
mark a great step forward 

in the Olympic spirit.”
An IOC spokesperson 
stated that the IOC will 
now stand by for the offi-
cial reports and the official 
proposals due to be made 
anytime soon.
The Chief further added: 
“After that, the IOC will 
discuss these proposals 
in particular regarding the 
participation along with 
the number and names of 
athletes from the NOC of 
DPRK, and also the for-
mat of their participation 
regarding the flag, an-
them, ceremonies, and so 
on, are concerned. We will 
continue to have these dis-
cussions in a positive and 
encouraging way follow-
ing which the IOC Exec-
utive Board will take the 
relevant decisions.”
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