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Congress lawmaker Ranjeet 
Rajan, wife of Bihar politi-
cian Pappu Yadav, has in-
troduced a private members 
bill in the Lok Sabha seek-
ing to curb the menace of 
overspending on weddings 
in India. This bill seeks to 
restrain anyone who wants 
to spend money in excess of 
Rs. 5 Lakhs on a wedding 
function. The first time MP 
seeks to curb the show of 
wealth and prevent unneces-
sary extravagance.
Often people spend lifetime 
of their hard earned savings 
just to satisfy the status equa-
tion in hosting marriages of 
their children. Many times, 
people often run up huge 
debts to host these lavish 
weddings. This is not a good 
trend for society at large. 
The bill will be tabled as 
'The Marriages (Compulsory 
Registration and Prevention 
of Wasteful Expenditure) 
Bill'. It is likely to be taken 
up in the Lok Sabha during 
the upcoming Budget ses-

sion of Parliament scheduled 
to start on March 9.
The bill provisions that in fu-
ture all marriages have to be 
registered within 60 days of 
solemnization. It also seeks 
to put a limit on the number 
of guests to be invited and 
dishes to be served in wed-
dings. It also mentions that 
anyone spending more than 
Rs. 5 lakhs on their wedding 
function, or even that of their 
family members, will have 
to contribute 10 per cent of 
the excess amount towards 
marriages of those who are 
poor, or live below poverty 
line. 
The bill adds that the gov-

ernment may even fix an up-
per limit for the number of 
guests invited to weddings, 
and the number of dishes to 
be served to these guests. 
This would be valid both for 
wedding and allied ceremo-
nies in order to prevent the 
wastage of food items. 
If passed, this bill will go 
on a long way in protect-
ing the poor and the middle 
class who are often forced to 
undertake unreasonable ex-
penses often at the instance 
of the grooms side or soci-
etal pressures, as now no one 
would be able to force some-
body to spend extravagantly 
in contravention of law.

Bill in Lok Sabha seeks to Curb 
Extravagance in Indian Weddings

ISRO created history when 
its year old programme 
successfully launched 104 
satellites in space recently. 
It is seen as a huge accom-
plishment which has beaten 
previous world record of 
launching consecutive sat-
ellites held by Russians for 
launching of 37 satellites.
ISRO injected the Cartosat-2 
Series satellite and 103 nano 
satellites into precise orbit 
after a textbook lift-off from 
Sriharikota spaceport, about 
100 km from Chennai. The 
104 satellites consisted of 
three Indian satellites — the 
714kg Cartosat-2 series sat-
ellite along with two other 
Indian satellites and 101 
international co-passengers 
which were for ISRO, it was 
a giant leap from 20 to 104.  
After the launch both the 
President and PM Narendra 
Modi congratulated ISRO. 
"This remarkable feat by 
ISRO is yet another proud 
moment for our space sci-
entific community and the 

nation. India salutes our sci-
entists," said Modi to ISRO 
Chairman, A S Kiran Kumar. 
On June 22 2016, it had 
placed 20 satellites in orbit 
in a single shot which gave it 
confidence to raise the num-
ber of satellites it can fly. In 
this mission, the total weight 
of all the 104 satellites flown 
was 1,378 kg. 
The scientists and engineers 
in the mission control room 
were anxious and confident 
same time considering the 
complex nature of the mis-
sion. Prior to   take-off, the 

weather was a 'go', and a 
few minutes later came an 
announcement that mission 
computers and all tracking 
stations were ready for the 
flight. "The PSLV-C37 mis-
sion is ready for launch," the 
vehicle director informed 
mission director B Jayaku-
mar.
With 15 minutes to go, Jaya-
kumar declared that all sys-
tems were a "go" and gave 
the green signal to authorise 
the launch sequence. Ten 
minutes before the lift-off, 
the automatic launch system 

was activated, which means 
that all the launch activities 
were taken over by comput-
ers. All external power for 
the rocket was withdrawn 
and the on-board computers 
were put into flight mode. 
Then came the much-awaited 
countdown. The rocket with 
its precious cargo emerged 
through the thick jungle 
around the launch pad. For a 
few moments, it was sound-
less. "Lift-off normal," an of-
ficial from the mission con-
trol room announced. As the 
rocket pierced the morning 
sky leaving behind a yellow-
ish plume of smoke, the area 
reverberated to the thun-
der and roar of the vehicle. 
Nearly 17 minutes and 30 
seconds into the mission,the 
indigenous Cartosat-2 series 
satellite separated, evoking 
loud applause in the mission 
control room. Within sec-
onds, the other two Indian 
satellites, ISRO nanosatel-
lites, went into space and 
created history.

ISRO creates World Record; 
Launches 104 PSLV Satellites in Space

Sources have confirmed re-
cently that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has asked 
his ministerial colleagues 
to give details of all official 
tours undertaken by them 
during the last three months. 
This is seen as an exercise 
to know if they promote 
demonetisation and other 
government initiatives ef-
fectively.
Minister for Rural Develop-
ment Narendra Singh Tomar 
has been directed by the 
PMO to coordinate with all 
the ministers for this sensi-
tive task. “All the ministers 
will have to compulsorily 
furnish details of their tours 
or if they attended office in 
Delhi or not” said Tomar.
This action by PM Modi has 
sent a strong signal to his 
cabinet that he will not en-
courage wasteful expendi-
ture of public money by his 
government.

PM asks 
Ministers 
to furnish 

travel details

The Central Government 
has asked the apex court to 
decide if triple talaq, po-
lygamy and nikah halala 
are legal? The government 
believes  that triple talaq 
and polygamy violate fun-
damental rights of woman 
and should be discouraged. 
It also insists that it does not 
form a part of the “essential 
religious practices” in Islam.
A three judge bench headed 
by chief justice JS Khe-
har said that the arguments 
raised by the centre needed 

more attention by a larger 
bench and are constitutional 
issues. The court is likely to 
hold hearings after assembly 
elections in five states. There 
is no word on when the court 
will deliver the judgment but 
it is expected in doing so be-
fore August-end.
Triple talaq lets Muslim men 
get instant divorce by saying 
“talaq” three times while ni-
kah halala bars a man from 
remarrying the woman after 
triple talaq unless she con-
summates her marriage with 

another man, and her new 
husband dies or divorces her. 
The court is hearing a batch 
of petitions opposing triple 
talaq.
The bench, also comprising 
Justices NV Ramana and 
DV Chandrachud, intends 
to finalise the questions 
that the constitution bench 
should answer on March 
30. It, however, stressed that 
the court would only look at 
these practices from a legal 
prism, and not go by facts in 
individual cases.

Under Digital India drive, 
the Income Tax department 
is developing an app that 
will help you to pay tax on-
line. The department is also 
looking to develop PAN to 
access within minutes by 
way of e-KYC authentica-
tion using Aadhar, a move 
that will help bring more 
people to get Permanent Ac-
count Numbers (PAN).
Finance Ministry has recent-
ly approved the pilot project 
of developing the app. It will 
also be beneficial to track tax 
return and tax benefits.
Aadhaar-based e-KYC facil-
ity would allow individuals 

or entities wanting to apply 
for PAN to verify details 
such as date of birth or ad-
dress through biometric 
identification using thumb 
impressions.
So far, more than 111 Crore 
Aadhar Card Numbers have 
been issued. The Unique 
Identification Number is be-
ing used for getting a new 
SIM card, for opening bank 
accounts, transfer of subsi-
dies and also for biometric 
based digital payments un-
der Aadhaar Enabled Pay-
ment System.
As per the government esti-
mates, every year 2.5 crore 

people across the country ap-
ply for PAN cards. There are 
currently more than 25 crore 
PAN Cards in the country.
Government has made PAN 
quoting mandatory for cash 
withdrawals of Rs 50,000 
and cash purchase of above 
Rs 2 lakh. January 1 on-
wards, the tax department 
have started issuing newly 
designed PAN Cards which 
are tamper proof and written 
in both Hindi and English.
With this new move, govern-
ment has reflected its com-
mitment to making all its 
services more citizen friend-
ly in the country.

Mobile App to Pay Tax soon

In the latest supreme court 
ruling, it said movie goers 
need not stand when the 
national anthem is being 
played in the cinema halls 
across the country.
The court also clarified that 
it is not mandatory for the 
audience to sing the song 
when the national anthem is 
played in the hall.
The judges said, “the love 
and respect for the mother-
land is reflected when one 
shows respect to the Nation-
al Anthem as well as to the 
National Flag,”
Discussion on this sensi-
tive and emotional issue had 
been going around since the 
time Supreme Court had 
made it compulsory to play 
the anthem inside the the-
aters before a movie screen-
ing begins and standing by 
the audience as a mark of 
respect in a recent previ-
ous ruling. It had created lot 
of chaos as reports started 
pouring in from across the 
country of groups fighting 
inside halls over the issue.

Indian Construction and 
Manufacturing Conglomer-
ate, Larsen and Toubro has 
collaborated successfully 
with European arms manu-
facturing group MBDA to 
supply missile and missile 
system to the Indian armed 
forces.
Larsen and Toubro aims to 
double its revenue to Rs 
2 Lakh Crore by 2021 for 
which it has formed a Joint 
Venture with the European 
giant. However, government 
allows foreign companies 
to own 100 per cent equity 
in the defence sector, where 
49 percent can be owned 
through automatic approval.
AM Naik, Group Executive 
Chairman, L&T, has dis-
closed that about 500 skilled 

people will be hired by the 
group and later could be sent 
to Europe for further train-
ing and skill upgradation.
Though he did not reveal 
any financial aspects of the 
deal and declared it to be a 
successful venture in the fu-
ture.
“This is a strategic joint 
venture between India and 
Europe. This joint venture 
should give the Indian au-
thorities confidence to in-
volve private organisations 
with ‘Make in India’,” said 
Antoine Bouvier, CEO, 
MBDA. Both the ventures 
are working on developing 
subsystems involving com-
plex technologies and so-
phisticated weapon systems. 
They are looking forward 

to jointly develop and sup-
ply fifth generation anti-tank 
guided missiles, missiles for 
coastal batteries and high 
speed target drones required 
by the Indian Army.
Sources estimate that the 
Indian Government plans to 
spend a huge chunk of its 
defense budget to the tune of 
Rs. 250 billion over the next 
decade in order to modernise 
its Army. In this, govern-
ment has been relentlessly 
pursuing  a greater role and 
scope of domestic defense 
firms. Foreign companies 
seeking to bid for contracts 
must establish joint venture 
with Indian firms as a rule of 
the central government un-
der its ‘Make in India’ policy 
initiative.

SC Clarifies: 
Not necessary to 

stand for National 
Anthem in Cinema 

Indian Army to buy 
Missile Systems from L&T

The Appointments Commit-
tee of the Union Cabinet ap-
proved the appointments of 
the Full Time Directors to 
the Indian Institute of Man-
agements (IIM) in Bodhga-
ya, Sirmaur, Visakhapatnam, 
Tiruchirappalli, Nagpur, 
Sambalpur, Raipur, Rohtak, 
Ranchi and Bengaluru re-
cently. 
Since 13 of the 20 IIMs were 
functioning without a full 
time director, taking this step 
was the need of the hour. 
Amongst all these appoint-
ments, Neelu Rohmetra be-
came the first woman to head 

one of country’s most pres-
tigious B-schools, IIM Sir-
maur (Himachal Pradesh). 
Ganesan Kannabiran has 
been appointed as the Direc-
tor of IIM Bodhgaya, Chan-

drasekhar Mylavarapu for 
IIM Visakhapatnam, Bhim-
raya Metri for IIM Tiruchi-
rappalli, L.S. Murty for IIM 
Nagpur, Mahadeo Prasad 
Jaiswal for IIM Sambalpur, 
Bharat Bhasker for IIM Rai-
pur, Dheeraj Sharma for IIM 
Rohtak, Shailendra Singh 
for IIM Ranchi and G. Ra-
ghuram for IIM Bengaluru. 
Furthermore, the directors 
are elected for a period of 5 
years or until they turn 65. 
All names were approved by 
the Prime Minister keeping 
in mind the qualification and 
experience of the candidates.

Govt appoints New Directors in 10 IIMS
IIMs get their First Woman Director in Neelu Rohmetra

Supreme Court all set to decide 
legality of Triple Talaq and Polygamy
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100 new centres are being 
opened with a fund of Rs. 
5.35 Crore under the aegis 
of Pandit Deendayal Upad-
hyay Unnat Krishi Shiksha 
Scheme launched in the year 
2016 to promote agricultural 
education, said Shri Radha 
Mohan Singh, Union Minis-
ter for Agriculture & Farm-
ers’ Welfare.
Six new colleges have also 
been opened in CAU, Imphal 
and the total number of such 
colleges increased up to 13. 

Rs. 122.5 crore each has 
also been released to Acha-
rya N.G. Ranga Agricul-
tural University in Andhra 
Pradesh and SKTLSHU in 
Telengana.
All courses upto Agricul-
tural Graduate are being 
linked with employment and 
are being made profession 
oriented. From last year, 
5th Dean Report has been 
implemented in all the cen-
tre funded Agricultural Uni-
versities of the country and 

will be enforced from the 
academic session of 2016-
17. ICAR has launched 
“Student Ready” scheme.  In 
this scheme, from the year 
2016-17, scholarship to the 
students has been increased 
from Rs. 1000 to Rs. 3000.  
In the arena of International 
Co-operation, a MoU has 
been signed for Establishing 
a BRICS Agriculture Plat-
form (a Virtual Network). 
and Education in Mayanmar. 
Similar cooperation is also 

being provided in Afghani-
stan and the African Conti-
nent. It is necessary to take 
forward “Lab to Land Pro-
gramme” and for this KVKs 
have a major role to play.  
To achieve the Govt’s tar-
get of doubling the income 
of farmers, all the institutes 
of ICAR should emphasise 
on developing economically 
feasible models.  It is nec-
essary for the Institutes to 
work pro-actively in the area 
of digitization.

Mumbai and New Delhi are 
the only Indian cities to make 
it to the top 100 best cities 
for students in the world, ac-
cording to the Quacquarelli 
Symonds (QS) Best Student 
Cities Ranking 2017.
The international ranking 
agency QS, compilers of the 
QS World University Rank-
ings unveiled a list of 100 
best cities. The report ana-
lyzes cities according to per-
formance in six composite 
indicators: affordability, de-
sirability, student mix, rank-
ings, employer activity and 
student view.
Mumbai has got the 85th po-
sition, while New Delhi is in 
86th position in the ranking 
topped by Montreal, Paris, 
London, Seoul, Melbourne, 
Berlin, Tokyo, Boston, Mu-
nich and Vancouver in the 
first 10 positions.
Indian cities perform best 
in the affordability metric, 
which measures the cost-of-
living in each city. New Del-
hi is ranked 15 in affordabil-

ity, while Mumbai is in the 
30th position. Kuala Lum-
pur, Surabaya, Riyadh, War-
saw and Mexico City top the 
list of most affordable cities 
in the world, according to 
the ranking.
In terms of graduate em-

ployer activity, Mumbai is 
ranked 40, while New Delhi 
ranked 50.
Both the cities have regis-
tered an increase in their 
desirability score, with 
Mumbai in the 90th posi-
tion followed by New Delhi 

in 91. The desirability score 
measures a number of indi-
cators pertaining to quality 
of life, including pollution, 
corruption, and safety.
The ranking, since the inau-
gural ranking of 2012, places 
Montreal in the top spot for 
the first time. Paris, which 
topped the list for all the past 
rankings, has slipped to the 
second spot this year. The 
ranking, till last year, ranked 
top 75 cities only, against 
100 this year.
Our entire higher education 
ecosystem is not represented 
well in the global ranking, 
which has a bearing on our 
best student cities rankings 
too. In Indian higher educa-
tion institutes, the represen-
tation of foreign students 
and faculty too, are not sub-
stantial. We need to work on 
that. The factors of pollu-
tion, safety and corruption, 
are factors, which improved 
upon in the near future can 
help us in improving our 
rankings further.

Mumbai, New Delhi rank in 
World’s 100 Best Cities for Students

100 New Centers opened to promote Agricultural Education

The GVK Group that runs 
the swanky MIAL (Mum-
bai International Airport), 
has bagged the contract for 
the proposed international 
airport in Navi Mumbai re-
cently. 
The new airport was pro-
posed in 1997 and received 
the government’s approval 
in 2007. However, the proj-
ect got delayed due to land 
acquisition issues and secur-
ing of necessary government 
permissions, including envi-
ronmental clearance.
GVK group outran GMR In-
frastructure, offering a high-
er revenue share to the pro-
vincial government-owned 
city-builder City and Indus-
trial Development Corpora-
tion (CIDCO). GMR offered 
10.44% share of revenue to 
CIDCO while GVK offered 

revenue sharing of 12.60%.
Weeks before the final bid, 
three of four shortlisted bid-
ders for the project had writ-
ten to CIDCO, opting out 
citing long-unresolved is-
sues such an incomplete re-
settlement of families in that 
area and delays in complet-
ing pre-development work. 
They also raised the issue of 

an unviable repayment struc-
ture for the soft loans raised 
for pre-development.
The airport is likely to be 
completed in four phases, ul-
timately giving it an annual 
capacity to handle 60 million 
passengers, spanning an area 
of 2,867 acres, a terminal 
building of 523,000 square 
meters and two runways.

GVK Group wins bid to construct 
Navi Mumbai International Airport

QS BEST STUDENT CITIES RANKINGS 2017

1 Montreal Canada

FranceParis2

3 London United Kingdom

4 Seoul South Korea

5 Melbourne Australia

6 Berlin Germany

7 Tokyo Japan

85 Mumbai India

86 IndiaDelhi
Source: Quacquarelli Symonds

8 Boston United States

The researchers at Goa 
based National Institute 
of Oceanography have re-
poreted that India’s only live 
volcano known as the Barren 
Island Volcano in the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands 
which had showed in-
termittent  activity in 
the year 1991 after be-
ing dormant for over 
150 years has once 
again started spewing 
ash. The Barren Is-
land volcano, located 
140-km north-east of 
Port Blair, dormant for 
more than 150 years 
last erupted in 1991 and has 
started erupting again after a 
gap of 26 years.
During the daytime only 
ash clouds were observed. 
However, after sundown, 
the team observed red lava 

fountains spewing from the 
crater into the atmosphere 
and hot lava flows stream-
ing down the slopes of the 
volcano. Researchers from 
CSIR-NIO have been study-
ing the past volcanic events 

in Andaman Basin, based on 
the ash layers in a sediment 
column. The Andaman Ba-
sin is known for its strong 
seismicity, many submarine 
volcanoes and hydrother-
mal activity and is an active 

back-arc spreading basin.
Scientists from CSIR-NIO 
have identified many small 
submerged volcanoes in a 
linear chain called a volca-
nic arc. A few of these sub-
marine volcanoes have been 

dredged for samples 
and pumice type of 
light volcanic rock 
have been recovered.
Earlier, tourists and 
citizens of India could 
visit the uninhabited 
volcanic island which 
is barren and devoid 
of any vegetation by 
chartered boats after 

obtaining permission of the 
Forest Department in Port 
Blair. With this reactivation, 
it is most likely that personal 
visit to the Barren Island will 
be disallowed till the volca-
no cools down.

India’s only Live Volcano in 
Andam & Nicobar reactivates

The National Green Tri-
bunal has slapped fines on 
Uttar Pradesh government 
and its agencies for not fil-
ing their responses on a plea 
of an NGO Social Action 
for Forest and Environment 
(SAFE), alleging callous-
ness of the UP Government 
in taking urgent 
steps to prevent 
the Yellowing of 
Taj Mahal and 
taking any fur-
ther corrective 
action. 
A bench headed 
by NGT Chair-
person Justice 
Swatanter Ku-
mar slammed the state au-
thorities for not filing their 
replies and slapped a fine of 
Rs 20,000 each on UP gov-
ernment, its ministry of ur-
ban development and plan-
ning, Agra Nagar Nigam and 
the District Magistrate to 
be paid to Central Pollution 

Control Board (CPCB).
"No reply has been filed on 
behalf of these respondents. 
Last opportunity is granted 
to file the reply. Let reply be 
filed within two weeks sub-
ject to payment of Rs 20,000 
each as cost to CPCB," the 
bench said.

The NGO claims that a joint 
study by IIT-Kanpur, Geor-
gia Institute of Technology 
and University of Wiscon-
sin had revealed that "brown 
and black carbons along 
with dust" were responsible 
for giving a yellow tinge to 
the 17th century white mar-

ble monument.
Subsequent to the report, 
the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Environment 
passed several directions to 
the Agra administration to 
curb pollution in the city. 
It said one of the major 
threats to the Taj Mahal was 

the high level 
of particulate 
matter (PM) 
which was be-
ing released into 
air due to large 
scale burning 
of MSW in the 
city.
The plea con-
tends that civic 

bodies in Agra were bla-
tantly violating Solid Waste 
Management Rules as more 
than 2000 metric tonnes of 
solid waste per day was be-
ing dumped in various part 
of the city besides plastic 
waste which was being con-
sumed by stray animals.

NGT raps UP Govt. for “Yellow Taj Mahal”

Zoom Air, India’s latest pri-
vate airline started its com-
mercial operations and it’s 
entry will intensify competi-
tion in the domestic aviation 
market. The airline is the 
country’s 12th schedule car-
rier for domestic flights.
Airlines CEO and Director 
Koustav M. Dhar had earlier 
said, “We will fill the gap of 
sectors which are less ca-
tered to by other scheduled 
airlines. We will connect Tir-
upati, Vijayawada, Mumbai, 
Shillong, Aizawl, Pasighat 
and Zero (in Arunachal 
Pradesh), Allahabad, Go-
rakhpur, Indore and Bhopal, 
atleast once daily from Delhi 
and Kolkata.”
“Produced by Bombardier, 
the carrier’s aircraft are ver-
satile for short sectors flying 
and aptly suited for Indian 

Tier II and Tier III cities. The 
airline is the first private car-
rier to join Ministry of Civil 
Aviation’s initiative for Re-
gional Connectivity Scheme 
(RCS). We envisage a 18-20 
percent year-on-year growth 
on such under-served and 

un-served airports. It is all 
about connectivity and regu-
lar reliable services,” Dhar 
further stated.
Zoom Air presently has three 
CRJ-200LR aircraft, under 
dry lease from CRJ Air-

craft Leasing, Dublin, out of 
which two aircraft have been 
imported. The airline has ac-
quired two more CRJ-200LR 
aircraft from Skyone FZE 
Aircraft leasing, UAE under 
dry lease which will join its 
fleet by April 2017 to com-

plete the fleet of five aircraft 
within one year – a condition 
by (Director General of Civil 
Aviation) DGCA required to 
be fulfilled by all scheduled 
commercial flight operators 
in India.

Zoom Air, India’s newsest Private 
Airline starts Domestic Passenger Flights
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Bollywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan is set to return to 
his TV audience after many 
years as the host of Hindi 
show ‘TED Talks India: 
Nayi Soch’.  Star India has 
partnered with TED for the 
show that will feature origi-
nal TED Talks in a language 
other than English for the 
first time. The show will fea-
ture inspirational speakers 
and big ideas. Sharukh Khan 
had earlier done popular TV 
shows like ‘Fauji’, ‘Circus’, 
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati’, 
‘Kya Aap Paanchvi Pass Se 
Tez Hain?’ and ‘India Poo-
chega Sabse Shaana Kaun?’.
TED is an internationally 
famous and iconic inspira-
tional talk show. TED cura-
tor Chris Anderson said it 
was exciting to bring the for-
mat to India. “The country 
is teeming with imagination 

and innovation, and we be-
lieve this series will tap into 
that spirit and bring insight 
and inspiration to many new 
minds. We’ve been so im-
pressed by the passion of our 
partners at Star TV and our 
host Shah Rukh Khan. We 
cannot wait for the launch,” 
Anderson said.
Shah Rukh said,“I believe 
‘TED Talks India: Nayi 

Soch’ will inspire many 
minds across India. It is a 
concept I connected with in-
stantly, as I believe that the 
media is perhaps the single 
most powerful vehicle to 
inspire change. I am look-
ing forward to working with 
TED and Star India, and tru-
ly hope that together, we are 
able to inspire young minds 
across India and the world.” 

NATION/CITY

Students of Delhi University 
are enjoying for some of the 
most exciting and entertain-
ing college annual festivals 
this month. Yes, we are talk-
ing about the familiar ex-
citement of star nights and 
celebrity visits, the finger 
licking food stalls. If you are 
looking for a perfect hang-
over of power packed rock-
ing performances, thought 
provoking theatrical display 
of emotions in the form of 
street plays, mecca organized 
by Hindu college should not 

be missed. There is already a 
lot of conjecture around the 
campus as to which celebrity 
will burn the floor this time. 
Some of the exciting and up-
coming college fest are -
1. Renaissance, Kirori Mal 
College, the fest is sched-
uled to be held on 23-25 Feb.
KMC’s fest is known for be-
ing one of the best in north 
campus. 
2. Tempest, Miranda House.
Their annual fest is looked 
up to every year with a lot 
of excitement as it hosts the 

best star performances.
3. Confluence, Hansraj  Col-
lege, to come up with better 
and bigger fest each year. 
The evening witnesses cul-
tural performances  by popu-
lar names that leave every-
one mesmerized.
So this month is going to be 
full of cheer, pleasure and 
enthusiasm for Delhi Uni-
versity students.
Last month, News on Dot 
also sponsored one such 
event, the Hindu Earth Sum-
mit 2017.

Gurugram police cyber cell 
took help of engineering 
students to crack down on a 
case of harassment of a 24 
year old woman recently. 
Kirti singh lodged a com-
plaint with the police against 
Amit Roy (name changed) 
who allegedly hacked into 
her facebook account and 
sent offensive messages to 
her friends. He also posted 
digitally altered pictures to 
defame her publicly after 
they ended their romantic re-
lationship.
The ethical hackers who 
also interned with the po-
lice department, assisted in 
breaking through her laptop 
password. They used a spe-
cialised set of tools and soft-
ware to recover all deleted 
files and data.
Gurugram police praised 
the hacking techniques in 
order to solve the increas-
ing cyber crimes. Last year, 
the cyber crime cell of Gu-
rugram police received more 
than 2,400 complaints and 
till now, the number of com-
plaints this year has already 
crossed over 350. In a bid to 
reverse the trend and tackle 
the challenge posed by cy-
ber criminals, the Gurgaon 
police roped in cyber experts 
last year and also started 
taking help from the group 
of ethical hackers from the 
North Campus University. 
Ethical hackers have helped 
police authorities in another 
case too where a complaint 
was registered by a woman 
that her account was illegal-

ly accessed and an amount 
of Rs. 5 lakh was withdrawn.
Ethical hackers found out 
that the app installed in her 
phone by the accused facili-
tated the fradulant transac-
tions for them.  Later, the po-
lice nabbed the criminals by 
tracking one of the accused 
at a cyber café in Gurgaon.
Sachin Kushwaha (21), a 
third -year computer science 
student of the university 
and a member of the group 
of hackers, said no security 
system can promise a hack-
proof, impregnable firewall 
to secure devices. He went 
to the extent of saying that 
the promise of 100% se-
curity is a myth and even 
the world’s best security 
system could be breached. 
“When we work with the 
cyber police, we take into 
account their strengths and 
also their weaknesses. There 
are technical issues and use 
of softwares needs special-
ized knowledge and we try 
to provide them with the 
same,” Kushwaha said.
Ethical hackers advised digi-
tal users of safe use of inter-

net. People should not share 
their personal information 
like data, photos, credit card 
info on unsafe sites. Such 
unsafe sites allow hackers to 
directly read and modify the 
website’s and user’s content 
depending on how insecure a 
site is. “A lot of people keep 
their private data/informa-
tion on the cloud. Most of 
their data remain on the serv-
ers owned by the companies 
they trust. Cyber crimes in-
clude preventing users from 
accessing a resource like a 
web page, email, the phone 
network, or something else. 
The best defence against 
these attacks is not to be 
lured by spurious messages. 
The receiver of a dubious 
message should be wary 
and get in touch with the 
organisation named in the 
message and check if it was 
indeed from them. Such un-
safe sites allow hackers to 
directly read and modify the 
website’s and user’s content 
depending on how insecure 
a site is. 
Last but not the least, the 
ethical hacking group also 

wants the users of social 
media sites to be careful 
while on Facebook, Twit-
ter and other sites. sixty per 
cent of profile pictures on 
social sites contains GPS 
coordinates of where it was 
taken. One’s personal infor-
mation could be misused to 
rob, blackmail and even for 
defamation. So being careful 
about personal information 
is crucial.
To ensure safety, the group 
suggests that users regularly 
check privacy settings on so-
cial networking sites, think 
before posting any photo-
graphs or financial informa-
tion online, turn the mobile’s 
GPS location off when not in 
use, respect privacy on the 
net and be careful about talk-
ing to “strangers” on a com-
puter network.
Gurugram Police commis-
sioner Sandeep Khirwar 
also backed ethical hacking 
for nabbing cyber criminals 
and wants people to be care-
ful about using internet. He 
declared ethical hacking as a 
useful tool in solving techni-
cal and complicated cases.

Gurugram Police gets cracking on Cyber Crimes; 
Hires Ethical Hackers as Student Interns

Delhi University celebrating its 
annual cultural fest this February

Lately the government has 
been looking out for ways 
in which it can increase the 
effectiveness of Aadhaar 
card in the country. Most 
recently, it has been made 
mandatory or each and every 
college as well as university 
student to have their unique 
UID numbers. In case any 
student wants to get scholar-
ship or fellowship from ei-
ther the State government or 
the University Grant Com-
mission (UGC), then he/ she 
must have the possession of 
their respective cards issued 
by the UIDAI.
The Commission took this 
decision of linking every 
student’s bank account with 
their respective Aadhaar 
numbers so that they can ap-
ply for their fellowship as 
well as scholarship without 
any chaos. The Commission 
has urged the universities 
and colleges in the country 
to implement this decision 
as soon as possible.
To ensure proper implemen-
tation of this scheme, the 

UGC has asked the universi-
ties for appointing regional 
officers representing their 
universities so that they can 
assist the students seeking 
these services while keeping 
an eye on the working of the 
educational institutions. The 
UIDAI i.e. Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of India has 
taken this major step of pro-
viding UID cards to the citi-
zens of this country so that 
they will be benefitted from 
the various welfare pro-
grammes as well as schemes 
run by the government. This 
scheme will also reduce cor-
ruption to a very large extent 
as there are going to be no 

leakages in the distribution 
of subsidies to the beneficia-
ries. 
The officers dealing with 
scholarships and Aadhaar 
cards will be functioning di-
rectly under the state govern-
ment. The UGC has already 
sent notices to the universi-
ties in this regard and has 
asked them to forward the 
work as fast as they can. The 
official representing UGC 
has asked the students to get 
their Aadhaar cards as soon 
as possible. However, there 
was no mention regarding 
the last date till when the 
students can get enrolled for 
their UID numbers.

Aadhaar made compulsory to avail 
University Scholarships and Fellowships

WHO declared the results 
after assessment of the status 
of the Indian vaccine regu-
latory system against WHO 
NRA Global Benchmarking 
Tool (GBT) and measured 
the maturity of the vaccine 
regulatory system in India. 
The National Regulatory 
Authority of India (NRAI) 
has been given the maximum 
ratings by global health body 
WHO for vaccine regula-
tions.
“The assessment has been 
done in respect of 9 dif-
ferent functionalities and 
Indian NRA has been de-
clared ‘functional’ with a 
maturity level of 4 which is 
the highest level as per cur-
rently evolved definitions in 
respect of 5 functions, and 
maturity level 3 in respect 
of 4 functions,” an official 
statement said.

While, maturity level 4 indi-
cates good results and sus-
tained improvement trends, 
level 3 reflects systematic 
process based approach, 
early stage of systematic im-
provements, data availability 
regarding conformance to 
objectives and existence of 
improvement trends, it said.
A fully functional NRA is 
a pre-requisite for WHO 
prequalification of vaccines 
and one of the requirements 
to become eligible and retain 
prequalification status is to 
have the National Regula-
tory Authority (NRA) as-
sessed as functional against 

the WHO published NRA 
indicators.
“This is indeed a great 
achievement and we would 
like to congratulate the In-
dian Health Ministry and its 
affiliated institutions - Cen-
tral Drugs Standards Con-
trol Organization (CDSCO), 
Central Drugs Laboratory, 
Kasauli, Pharmacovigilance 
Programme and Immuniza-
tion Division, and other rel-
evant institutions engaged 
in the regulation, control 
and testing of vaccines,” 
said Alireza Khadem, WHO 
Team Leader for the NRA 
Re-benchmarking.
India is one of the largest 
manufacturers and export-
ers of cost effective vaccines 
world-wide. With a poula-
tion of over 1 billion, India 
is also the largest consumer 
of vaccines in the world.

WHO gives highest ratings to India’s 
Vaccine Regulatory Body NRAI

Shah Rukh to host TV show 
‘TED Talks India: Nayi Soch’
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The Income Tax Depart-
ment has issued refunds 
to the tune of Rs 1.42 lakh 
crore so far this fiscal, 41.5 
per cent higher than last 
years.
The Centralised Process-
ing Centre (CPC) of the 
tax department has already 
processed over 4.19 crore 
income tax returns (ITRs) 
and issued over 1.62 crore 
refunds during the current 
financial year. 
As much as 92 per cent of 
the refunds issued are below 
Rs 50,000 due to the high 
priority is given to the ex-
peditious issue of refunds to 
small taxpayers. 
As a result of the emphasis 
on the expeditious issue  of 
refunds, 92 per cent of all 
I-T returns were processed 
within 60 days, demonstrat-
ing the Central Board of 
Direct Taxes' (CBDT) com-
mitment to faster and more 
efficient taxpayer service. 
As many as 4.01 crores 
ITRs have been e-filed, an 
increase of 20 per cent over 
the previous year. 
Also, more than 60 lakh oth-
er online forms were filed 
with an increase of nearly 
41 per cent compared with 
the previous year. 
In April-January, the total 
direct tax collection grew 
10.79 per cent to Rs 5.82 
lakh crore led by robust col-
lections in personal income 
tax.

Despite a softening of de-
mand due to demonetisation 
and rising fuel prices in the 
Indian economy, Spicejet has 
again managed to achieve 
profitability for eighth 
straight quarter ending De-
cember 2016. Although the 
airline reported profitability, 
in absolute terms it recorded 
a 24 per cent fall in net profit 
at Rs 181.1 crore even as the 
second largest low-cost car-
rier remained in the black for 
the eighth straight quarter. 
The airline had posted a net 
profit of Rs 238.39 crore in 
the corresponding quarter 
a year ago. The airline re-
ported operating revenue in 
excess of Rs 1,600 crore. 
After facing near bankruptcy, 
the airline has made a com-
mendable comeback under 
the dynamic leadership of its 
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector Ajit Singh. Currently, 
SpiceJet operates 343 daily 
flights to 45 destinations - 39 

domestic and six internation-
al - using a fleet of 32 Boeing 
737NGs and 17 Bombardier 
Q-400s.
Spicejet’s seat load factor 
stands highest in the industry 
at a whopping 90.7 per cent. 
What is even more interest-
ing is that spicejet has been 
able to sustain such a high 

load factor consistently over 
the last 21 months. Another 
area where the airline scores 
is that it maintains the low-
est cancellation rate in the 
Indian airline industry.
Notably, last year, in the 
largest commercial aircraft 
deal in the country, SpiceJet 
had announced it would pur-

chase up to 205 aircraft from 
Boeing worth over Rs 1.50 
lakh crore. With the new air-
craft order, the airline will 
be able to significantly bring 
down operating costs as the 
new aircraft burns 20 percent 
less fuel.
Despite demonetisation and 
higher fuel prices, the airline 

reported its eighth succes-
sive profitable quarter, even 
though passenger traffic re-
duced considerably both in 
domestic and international 
travel sectors. It is estimated 
that passenger traffic volume 
will take another six months, 
before it returns to normal. 
In the last quarter, SpiceJet 

carried 3.48 million passen-
gers as against 2.85 million 
flown by the carrier in the 
corresponding period in the 
previous year. Also, SpiceJet 
added some 20 per cent ca-
pacity, raising its fleet size to 
49 from 41 planes in the De-
cember quarter of last fiscal.
This year, SpiceJet plans to 
induct 7-8 leased single-aisle 
Boeing planes besides up to 
four Bombardier Q400 this 
year. It also aims to increase 
its ancillary revenue to 20 
per cent this year from the 
current 17 per cent.
With such high grounds 
achieved by the airline in 
all of its technical opera-
tion sectors, it looks all set 
to gain lot of traction and 
increased market share in 
highly competitive Indian 
airline industry. Spicejet re-
mains the poster of the Indi-
an aviation sector and is sure 
to set an example for other 
loss making airlines.

The I-T Department is one 
of the 20 government or-
ganisations' against whom 
maximum grievances are re-
ceived on the Centre's online 
public grievances resolution 
portal, called the Centralised 
Public Grievance Redress 
and Monitoring System (CP-
GRAMS).
After launching its innova-
tive and unique e-nivaran 
facility for online redressal 
of taxpayers' grievances, the 
Income Tax (I-T) Depart-
ment, income tax assesses 
are likely to experience a 
speedy redressal of their 
complaints and IT depart-
ment is set to become one of 
the most customer friendly 
government services being 
provided in the country. The 
roll out started some time 
back and till now about 60 
ASKs have started the facili-
ty. 104 more such ASKs will 
soon have the facility.
The facility will be launched 
at specially designated tax 
offices, called Aaykar Sam-
park Kendras (ASKs). A tax-
payer can register his or her 
I-T related grievance on an 
e-nivaran link of the depart-
ment's e-filing portal or can 

himself go to an ASK and 
register such a complaint. 
These complaints will be 
monitored electronically by 
help of specially designed 
softwares till the time the 
complaint is redressed suc-
cessfully. Taxpayers can reg-
ister all complaints related to 
delay in refunds, the filing 
of e-returns, tax deducted at 
source (TDS), PAN issues, 
those pertaining to their as-
sessing officer (AO) or any 
other issue at this facility. 
They will have to fill a sim-
ple one-page form and they 
will subsequently be provid-
ed with a unique number to 
follow the progress of their 

respective case. 
Income Tax department is 
also planning to roll out an 
easier application to obtain 
a Permanent Account Num-
ber, powered by the Aadhaar 
database, even as a mobile 
application is being prepared 
for the filing of I-T returns 
and other services.
The department took the ini-
tiative after PM Modi flagged 
the issue of high number of 
customer grievances in a de-
partmental review meeting 
and recently was awarded a 
central government award 
for disposing a record 96 
per cent grievances or over 
20,000 complaints last year.

IT department launches e-nivaran, 
Online Grievance Redressal Facility

Service to be launched at special tax offices, called Aaykar Sampark Kendras 
in 160 offices across the country; end of queues for the common man in sight

SpiceJet flies highest in Indian Skies; 
Posts profit in Eighth Straight Quarter

Besides, in urban areas 
housing loans of up to Rs. 
9 lakh and up to Rs.12 lakh 
will receive interest subsidy 
of 4 per cent and 3 per cent 
respectively, while in rural 
areas loans up to Rs. 2 lakh 
will get an interest subven-
tion of 3 per cent.
Elaborating on the steps tak-
en to ensure homes for poor 
and middle class in both 
rural and urban areas, PM 
Modi stated that two new 
middle income categories 
have been created under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yo-
jana in urban areas.

Loans of up to Rs. 9 lakh 
taken in 2017 will receive 
interest subvention of 4 per 
cent and up to Rs. 12 lakh 
will receive interest subven-
tion of 3 per cent. He added 
that, anyone who has applied 
and got a home loan sanc-
tioned after January 1 and 
has less than Rs 18 lakh an-
nual income, will be eligible 
for interest subsidy of 3-4%.
This benefit interest subsidy 
can also be availed by un-
married and earning young 
adults for acquisition/ con-
struction of a new house 
including repurchase. More-

over, flats measuring up to 
960 sq ft and 1,184 sq ft will 
be eligible for 3% and 4% 
interest subsidy respective-
ly for the specified income 
group. 
The ministry had held a 
meeting with banks and 
housing finance companies 
where the operational guide-
lines for "credit linked sub-
sidy scheme for middle-in-
come groups (CLSS-MIG)" 
was discussed. The rebate in 
interest rate is likely to push 
housing demand in urban ar-
eas and thereby help the sec-
tor to revive.

The last comparable high 
level of WPI was witnessed 
in July 2014 at 5.41 per cent. 
The RBI projected inflation 
will remain below 5 per cent 
in the January—March quar-
ter of this fiscal but harden-
ing of global crude oil prices 
and volatility in exchange 
rates could put upside pres-
sure in the next financial 
year.
It said inflation will be in 
the Wholesale inflation has 
shot up to a 30-month high 
of 5.25 per cent in January as 
rising global crude oil prices 
spiked domestic fuel cost, 
even as food prices moder-
ated.
The wholesale price index 
(WPI) based inflation, re-
flecting the annual rate of 
price rise, in December 
stood at 3.39 per cent.As per 
Commerce Ministry data, in-
flation in the ‘fuel and pow-
er’ basket more than doubled 
to 18.14 per cent in January, 
up from 8.65 per cent in the 
previous month. Inflation in 
diesel and petrol shot up to 

31.10 per cent and 15.66 per 
cent during the month.
Oil prices have been on rise 
since OPEC in early Decem-
ber decided to cut output for 
the first time in eight years. 
Spot LNG prices have also 
risen from $ 5.25 to about 
$ 9 per MMBTU on winter 
heating requirements. 
Food inflation basket wit-
nessed contraction for the 
second month in a row with 
inflation at (-)0.56 per cent 
in January as against (-)0.70 
per cent in December.
WPI inflation in vegetables, 
at (-)32.32 per cent in Janu-
ary, saw deflationary pres-
sure for the fifth consecutive 
month. This was helped by a 
substantial price fall in on-
ions, which stood at (-)28.86 
per cent.
Pulse inflation moderated 
to 6.21 per cent, from 18.12 
per cent in December. Po-
tato prices recorded sharp 
fall at (-)0.20 per cent, from 
26.42 per cent in the previ-
ous month.
Rate of price increase in egg, 

meat and fish was 3.59 per 
cent during January. Infla-
tion in manufactured items 
saw some uptick at 3.99 per 
cent compared with 3.67 per 
cent in December. While the 
rate of price rise in sugar was 
22.83 per cent, for fibres, it 
was 15.18 per cent, and 
25.44 per cent for minerals.
The WPI inflation for No-
vember had been revised 
upwards to 3.38 per cent 
against the provisional esti-
mate of 3.15 per cent.
The rise in wholesale infla-
tion is in contrast to the fall 
in retail inflation, which hit 
a five-year low of 3.17 per 
cent in January.
In its policy last week, RBI 
retained the benchmark in-
terest rate and changed the 
stance from ‘accommoda-
tive’ to ’neutral’, indicating 
that there will not be any rate 
cut in the near term.
It may, however, have to 
review its policy stance in 
the wake of retail inflation 
touching a record 30 month 
low in January.

WPI Inflation Spikes to 5.25%, 
Fuel prices rise continuously

Housing Loans on Subsidized Interests 
effective retrospectively from January 1

Seeking to create a global 
sized bank, the government 
today gave go ahead to the 
merger plan of SBI and its 
five associate banks. The 
new combined entity will 
have an  asset base of Rs. 37 
lakh crore or over $555 bil-
lion, 22,500 branches and 
58,000 ATMs including 191 
foreign offices spread across 
36 countries. It will have 
over 50 crore customers. 
Such a huge customer base is 
many times over the popula-
tion of most of the countries 
in the developed world. 
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley declared the clearance 
of the proposal in a series 
of tweets. He said that the 

proposal had been sent to the 
boards of various banks for 
the approval. After receipt of 
approval from all the boards, 
the Union cabinet has also 
cleared the proposal to allow 
the merger of State Bank of 
India with all its five associ-
ate banks. 
The associate banks which 
will be merged with the State 
Bank of India are State Bank 
of Bikaner & Jaipur (SBBJ), 
State Bank of Mysore 
(SBM), State Bank of Tra-
vancore (SBT), State Bank 
of Patiala (SBP) and State 
Bank of Hyderabad (SBH).  
Earlier, SBI had merged 
State Bank of Saurashtra in 
2008 and State Bank of In-

dore was merged with it.
With this merger, the SBI, 
with all these five subsid-
iaries merging in it, will 
become a very large bank 
both in the domestic In-
dian banking sector as well 
as the international sector. 
Such a giant bank will lead 
to unprecedented economies 
of scale. This will lead to a 
huge cost efficiency in man-
agement of operations for 
such a geographically spread 
banking network. Although 
it will take some trime, be-
fore the new combined en-
tity can truly achieve the de-
sired benefits of this unique 
consolidation move in the 
Indian banking sector.

The Directorate General of 
Hydrocarbons (DGH), an 
arm of the petroleum and 
natural gas ministry, has 
successfully conducted the 
bidding and shortlisted the 
companies for award of con-
tracts to around 31 oil and 
gas blocks to 22 companies 
soon, out of the total 46 con-
tract areas that were put on 
offer on the discovered small 
and marginal field (DSF) 
auction. The Union Cabinet 
is all set to clear allotment of 
these 31 blocks finalised by 
DGH and those blocks that 
will not be cleared for award 
are likely to be put on offer 
during the second round of 
DSF. 
Out of the 22 companies 
shortlisted, about 15 are new 
entrants to the oil and gas 
sector. The new companies 
that participated in the bid-
ding rounds included Sub-
hash Chandra’s Essel Group,  
Mahindra Infrastructure, 
Dilip Shanghvi’s Sun Pet-
rochemicals, Gopalka Sav-

ings, Ramayana Ispat, BDN 
Enterprises, Gem Labora-
tories, Quippo, Oilmax En-
ergy, Duggar Fiber, Nippon 
Power, Megha Engineer-
ing, Invenire Energy, Akhil 
Teja Natural Resources and 
Worldwide Oilfield. Existing 
players that bid were state-
run Indian Oil Corporation 
Ltd, Oil India, GAIL India, 
Bharat Petro Resources Ltd, 
Anil Agarwal-led Cairn In-
dia Ltd, Adani Welspun Ex-
ploration and Hindustan Oil 
Exploration Company.
About 42 companies took 

part and out of that 37 were 
private companies.  Forty six 
blocks got a total 134 e-bids. 
Though the Indian govern-
ment had conducted road-
shows in countries like the 
US, the UK, Canada, Asia 
and the Middle East, only 
5 overseas players partici-
pated in the bidding process. 
While all the 26 onland con-
tract areas received e-bids, 
only eight out of 20 offshore 
contract areas have received 
e-bids. It is estimated that 
these areas have an esti-
mated reserves of 88 mil-

lion tonnes of oil equivalent, 
which if produced can cut 
down India's oil import bill 
by Rs 3,500 crore annually. 
This time, the bidding was 
unique in that the revenue 
sharing bidding model 
had only three parameters 
— number of wells to be 
drilled, amount to be shared 
at lower revenue point and 
higher revenue point. This 
coupled with the fact that 
all the bidding was done 
through e-bids made the pro-
cess really smooth for even 
first time players. This gov-
ernment received full appre-
ciation from the industry and 
ensured bid participation by 
number of players. So much 
of competition will lead to 
a healthy bid unlike yester 
years when only a select few 
companies always managed 
to secure contracts with ex-
orbitant pricing and often 
causing huge loss to the na-
tional exchequer running 
into thousands of crores of 
precious foreign exchange.

Cabinet likely to award 31 Oil Blocks

SBI set to become a Global Sized Bank 
after merger with Associate Banks

Art buyers are a worried lot 
with the announcement of 
the recent tweak in tax rules. 
Expensive paintings, antique 
jewellery, vintage cars, real 
estate or any other art bought 
by individuals or companies 
will face I-T scrutiny from 
the next financial year and 
tax will be demanded if real 
price or fair value has not 
been paid on the art. 
In certain cases, many indi-
viduals would specifically 
form a company or deal 
through their existing com-
panies while buying expen-
sive art and immovable prop-
erties, as these items were 
not treated as ‘property’ for 
the purpose of applicability 
of Section 56(2)(vii) (of the 
Income Tax Act). The exist-
ing provisions applicable to 
the companies were only for 
acquisition of shares and the 
tax department could not tax 
the difference between the 
fair value and the purchase 
cost, except in the case of 
acquisition of shares. 
The government has changed 
this provision in this year’s 
budget, and now even art 
bought through companies 
can be taxed. Industry track-

ers said the tax department 
can scrutinise and tax art, 
bought at a lower price.This 
loophole has been dealt with 
through an amendment in 
the recent budget. The tax 
department is looking to 
rope in art valuers who can 
work out the market price 
of expensive art collections. 
To challenge discrepancy in 
the value of any art in legal 
forums, the department will 
need an alternative view 
from a credible source. 
People with expensive hob-
bies are now worried that 
tax officials could be at their 
door to ascertain the current 
value of purchases done ear-
lier.  This might just happen 
in the coming year  or so, in-
dustry trackers said. 

“’Value lies in the eye of the 
beholder’ is apt for art where 
it is extremely difficult to ar-
rive at the fair price of an art 
piece as the perceived value 
of an art differs from person 
to person. The rapid increase 
in value of some pieces of 
art is also likely to be ques-
tioned by the income tax au-
thorities.
Apart  from art and vintage 
cars, commercial and real 
estate properties were also 
purchased  through com-
panies. Many companies 
which  have huge real estate 
properties on their balance 
sheets, vis-a-vis their market 
capitalisation, could also see 
an intense scrutiny by the in-
come tax department in the 
coming days, experts said.

I-T Lens on Art Bought by Companies

I-T Department 
refunded Rs 

1.42 lakh crore 
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North Korea successfully 
test fired a missile into the 
Sea of Japan for the first 
time. The unique thing this 
time around is that this mis-
sile test was conducted on 
Solid Fuel technology. Al-
though, North Korea doesn’t 
have Inter Continental Bal-
listic Missile technology, it 
sure has raised some eye-
brows in Pentagon and the 
White House. 
North Korean missiles usu-
ally rely on liquid fuel, 
which is a very cumbersome 
way as fuel needs to be filled 
up in various stages with lot 
of logistics support and leads 
to easy detection by enemy 
satelleties. North Korea, 
like many nuclear powers, 
mount their nuclear-capable 
missiles to trucks. To launch 
a liquid-fueled missile, a gi-
ant convoy of military trucks 
must drive out to a location, 
fuel up the rocket with the 
multiple types of fuel for the 
different stages of launch, 
and then fire away. This re-
quires dozens of trucks and 
associated military person-

nel. Road-mobile missile 
launchers can hide easier, 
launch from almost any-
where, and take an enemy 
by surprise - but liquid fuel 
complicates all that.

The missile, a land-based 
adaptation of the submarine-
launched KN-11, doesn't 
have the range to strike the 
US but it can surely target 
US Military bases, South 
Korea, Japan and other 
neighbouring states in a very 
short span of time. With ac-
cess to solid fuel technol-
ogy, North Korea could now 
simply park a truck and let a 
missile fly. Another striking 

feature of the test was the 
transport erector launcher 
that was used to launch the 
missile. Images indicate that 
it ran on treads rather than 
wheels. This allows North 

Korea to move its missiles 
through more difficult ter-
rains.
To counter such a sneaky 
launcher, an adversary 
would have to spend exten-
sively on surveillance and 
reconnaissance technology.
This will lead to a further 
arms race between North 
and South Korea and will 
further deepen instability in 
the region.

North Korea's successfully 
tests Solid Fuel Missile

In the last four months, over 
forty thousand foreign na-
tional workers of Pakistani 
origin were allegedly ex-
pelled from the Saudi Arabia 
over visa violations and se-
curity concerns, as protests 
over unpaid wages continue 
to plague the administration. 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
cited numerous reasons for 
this unprecedented huge 
deportation in such a short 
span of time. Apart from 
visa violations and security 
concerns, the Saudi Gazette 
reported, other reasons as 
crimes including drug traf-
ficking, forgery and theft, an 
unknown number of those 
removed from the country 
were suspected to have links 
to ISIS and other extremist 
groups.
The alleged mass deporta-
tions come after a year of 
strikes and other unrest in 
the kingdom due to unpaid 
wages following the oil mar-
ket’s decline and subsequent 
blow to the Saudi economy. 
Official Saudi statistics say 
that 243,000 Pakistanis were 

deported between 2012 - 
2015. Mass deportations of 
migrant workers - which Hu-
man Rights Watch and other 
rights organisations say of-
ten involve illegal beatings 
and detainment in poor con-
ditions - are fairly common. 
2010 census figures show 
that 8.5 million of Saudi 
Arabia's 27 million strong 
population, or around 30 per 
cent, are foreign nationals. 
According to a 2014 Euro-
pean University Institute re-
port, there are approximately 
900,000 people of Pakistani 
nationality currently em-
ployed in Saudi Arabia’s vast 

construction industry and 
other low-paid service jobs. 
In Mecca in January, dozens 
of expatriate workers, most-
ly from poor Asian and Mid-
dle Eastern countries, were 
beaten and jailed over public 
protests against unpaid sala-
ries that turned violent.
While the Philippines and In-
dia have also seen hundreds 
of thousands of citizens re-
turned home after lay-offs 
in Saudi Arabia, the deporta-
tion of Pakistani workers has 
been mainly driven by secu-
rity concerns, the New Arab 
reported.
Several prominent Saudi 

politicians, including Abdul-
lah Al-Sadoun, chair of 
the security committee of 
the country’s Shura Coun-
cil, have called for tougher 
screening processes for Pak-
istani nationals before they 
are allowed entry into the 
country.
Approximately 80 Paki-
stani nationals are currently 
in prison in Saudi Arabia 
charged with terror or secu-
rity related offences. 
In 2016, 35-year-old Abdul-
lah Gulzar Khan, a Paki-
stani citizen who had lived 
and worked in Saudi Arabia 
legally for the previous 12 
years, blew himself up in a 
suicide attack near the US 
consulate in Jeddah. No oth-
er injuries were reported in 
the incident. 
Two Pakistani nationals as 
well as one Sudanese and 
one Syrian were also ar-
rested for allegedly planning 
a terror attack on a football 
match between the kingdom 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates in Jeddah’s Al-Jawhara 
Stadium last year.

Saudi Arabia ‘deports’ 40,000 
Pakistanis over terror fears

A state of emergency over 
drought conditions in Bo-
livia has reached 100 days, 
with the economy, business 
and communities taking a 
hit from water restrictions 
that have gripped the land-
locked nation.
The Andean nation is fac-
ing the effects of the La 
Nina weather phenomenon, 
where cooler ocean temper-
atures are bringing on dry 
conditions in the country's 
highlands. President Evo 
Morales said, that, with-
out rainfall in February or 
March swathes of the nation 
will suffer from a lack of wa-
ter due to global warming.
The mainstay of Bolivia's 
economy is primary and 
mining industries, water-
intensive sectors that are 
heavily reliant on an uninter-
rupted supply of water.
Bolivia's Vice Ministry of 
Civil Defence estimated 
that the drought has affected 
125,000 families and threat-
ened 716,605 acres of agri-
cultural land and 360,000 
heads of cattle.

Bolivia faces 
worst drought 

in 25 years

A Pakistani court has issued 
a bailable arrest warrant 
against a top jail official for 
failing to appear before it 
in connection with the 2013 
murder case of Indian na-
tional Sarabjit Singh.
The court’s order came after 
the Deputy Superintendent 
of Kot Lakhpat jail, where 
Sarabjit was murdered by 
two inmates, did not appear 
before it despite repeated 
summons.
An Additional District and 
Sessions Judge directed the 
Lahore Police Chief to en-
sure the appearance of the 
Deputy Superintendent on 
February 17. During the 
hearing, the judge admon-
ished the jail authorities for 
not cooperating with the 
court and also issued the 
bailable arrest warrant for 
the Deputy Superintendent.
Two Pakistani death row 
prisoners - Amir Tamba and 
Mudassar had allegedly at-
tacked Sarabjit in the jail re-
sulting in his death.
A one-man judicial commis-

sion of Justice Mazhar Ali 
Akbar Naqvi of the Lahore 
High Court had initially in-
vestigated Sarabjit’s murder 
case before the trial kicked 
off in the sessions court.
Justice Naqvi recorded 
the statements of some 40 
witnesses in the case and 
submitted its report to the 
government which is yet to 
make its findings public.
The one-man commission 
had also issued notices to 
Sarabjit’s relatives through 
the Foreign Ministry to re-
cord their statements and 
produce any evidence they 

had regarding his death. 
However, Sarabjit’s family 
did not record their state-
ments, the officials had said.
Tamba and Mudassar, in 
their statements to the com-
mission, had confessed to 
the crime and said they killed 
Sarabjit as they wanted to 
avenge the killing of people 
in Lahore and Faisalabad in 
bomb blasts allegedly car-
ried out by the Indian na-
tional. v
Sarabjit had been sentenced 
to death for alleged involve-
ment in a string of bombings 
in 1990.

In a sign of increasing de-
fence cooperation between 
India and the United States, 
the US Navy has signed the 
Master Ship Repair Agree-
ment (MSRA) with Reli-
ance Defence and Engineer-
ing Limited (RDEL). This 
makes the Reliance Shipyard 
at Pipavav in Gujarat the first 
Shipyard in India which can 
undertake servicing and re-
pairing works for the vessels 
of US Pacific Command’s 
Seventh Fleet.
Currently, the vessels of US 
Navy’s Seventh Fleet visit 
Singapore or Japan for such 
works. Largest forward-
deployed fleet in the region, 
the Seventh Fleet’s area of 
responsibility includes the 
Western Pacific and the In-
dian Ocean. The fleet has 
about 100 vessels of different 
types, including front-line 
war ships, supply vessels, 
patrol vessels and auxiliaries 
which can now be serviced 
in India.
After a decade of negotia-
tions, India and the US had 
signed a military logistics 
pact, called the Logistics 
Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA), on 
August 30, 2016 during De-
fence Minister Manohar Par-
rikar’s visit to the Pentagon.

The Seventh Fleet’s area of 
responsibility includes the 
Western Pacific and Indian 
Ocean. At any given time 
there are 50¬70 ships and 
submarines, 140 aircraft and 
approximately 20,000 sail-
ors under its command.
Earlier in January, Reliance 
Shipyard was qualified by 
US Navy as an approved 
contractor to perform com-

plex repair and alteration 
services for the US Navy’s 
Seventh Fleet vessels oper-
ating in the region.
After over a decade of ne-
gotiations, India and the 
US had in August last year 
signed the Logistics Ex-
change Memorandum of 
Agreement (LEMOA), a 
tweaked India-specific ver-
sion of the Logistics Support 

Agreement (LSA), which the 
US has with several coun-
tries with close military-to-
military ties.
The pact enables their mili-
taries to use each other’s as-
sets and bases for repair and 
replenishment of supplies, 
making joint operations 
more efficient.
LEMOA facilitates the pro-
vision of logistical support, 

supplies and services be-
tween the US and Indian 
militaries on a reimbursable 
basis and provides a frame-
work to govern them. This 
may include food, water, bil-
leting, transportation, petro-
leum, oils, lubricants, cloth-
ing, medical services, spare 
parts and components, repair 
and maintenance, training 
and other logistical services.

Sarabjit Case: Pakistan Court issues 
arrest warrant against jail official

Reliance Defence inks pact with US Navy 
to repair and service its Seventh Fleet

1.6 million people die every 
year in China from breathing 
toxic air. 300 cities includ-
ing China’s capital Beijing 
failed air-quality standard 
measurement in 2015. The 
Chinese government has de-
cided to fight back the situ-
ation. To achieve this target 
the government has launched 
‘War on Pollution’. China 
has launched a $7.6 billion 
fund to combat air pollution. 
The use of coal has been 
capped, new technologies 
are being used and the use of 
renewable resources is being 
promoted.
Pollution dings China’s GDP 
about 6.5% annually, ac-
cording to estimates. The 
economy suffers as the fac-
tories are intermittently shut 
down to avoid breathing the 
bad, toxic air. The hospital 
expenses affects the urban 
economy. The heart disease 
and lung cancer are very 
expensive to treat and also 
decreases availability of 
healthy labour force. Air pol-
lution also effects tourism.
China’s crop are damaged 

too due to the air pollution. 
Some 20% of the land is also 
contaminated. Country’s 
largest rice-growing prov-
ince, Hunan, has soil that’s 
lanced with heavy metals 
from factories. 
The government is commit-
ted to improve the quality of 
the air at least 10% by the 
end of this year. The govern-
ment has made some strict 
laws to punish the polluters. 
2500 small polluters firms 
will be shuttered by the end 
of this year. Heavy penalties 
are given to the violators. 
The use of coal have been 
capped. The government it-
self is keeping a close eye by 
launching carbon tracking 

satellites to reduce the car-
bon emissions. The burning 
of fireworks is strictly pro-
hibited by the government.
China is also trying all types 
of innovations to clean up its 
air. China’s big, polluted cit-
ies are using mist cannons, 
which shoot into the air a 
spray that disperses smog 
particles. IBM has been test-
ing a system called Green 
Horizons, which uses arti-
ficial intelligence that can 
predict how bad pollution 
will be in Beijing 10 days in 
advance. It crunches large 
amounts of varied data based 
on pollution drivers, like 
traffic, weather, industrial 
production and the like.

Bad Air Quality kills 1.6 
Million Chinese every year 

U.S shale producers have set 
a record by exporting 7 mil-
lion barrels of crude output 
into the world market. Even 
though OPEC members have 
cut back on their own output 
by nearly the same amount.
This is the indication as to 
where the U.S and its shale 
production stands in the 
world export market. It has 
become a significant player 
in the international market. 
Energy analysts were sur-
prised by the amount of 
exports, which have been 
running about 500,000 bar-
rels a day, and averaged 
685,000 barrels a day over 
four weeks. But they were 
not ready to say this is now 
a new sustainable level for 
U.S. exports.
The Energy Information Ad-
ministration's weekly inven-
tory data also showed that 
U.S. oil stockpiles swelled to 
a record 518.2 million bar-
rels last week, and gasoline 
inventories also hit a record 
259.1 million barrels, gain-
ing 2.8 million barrels.
OPEC and other producers 
held back about 890,000 
barrels a day from the world 
market in January, under 

their agreement to curb out-
put in order to support pric-
es.
China may have been a big-
ger destination for U.S. bar-
rels because of its purchases 
of U.S. shale operations, and 
the output cuts by other pro-
ducers have possibly made 
an opening. 
The U.S. government ex-
pects shale production to 
increase by 80,000 barrels a 
day next month, and it fore-
casts overall oil production 
to reach 9.5 million barrels 
a day next year. The cutback 
by OPEC, and the fact that 
prices have stabilized in the 
$50s per barrel, has given 
rise to a jump in U.S. shale 
production.
The U.S. barrels could run 
into trouble if too many are 
put on the world market at 
the same time sweet crude 
producers Libya or Nigeria 
ramp up. The OPEC pro-
ducers mostly ship heavier 
crude, the type that can be 
processed on the U.S. Gulf 
Coast. East Coast refiners 
are typically where lighter 
sweet crudes are refined, and 
the source for that has been 
the U.S. and Africa.

US exports record 1 Million 
Barrels of Oil per day

President Donald Trump is 
trying to look at all the pos-
sibilities when talking about 
a peace deal between Israel 
and Palestine.
In a meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Trump vowed to 
recognise Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, post truce 
settlement. A two-state solu-
tion is also not off the table.
At a joint news conference 
with Netanyahu, Trump 
vowed to work toward a 
peace deal but said it would 
require compromise on both 
sides and it would be up to 
the parties themselves ul-
timately to reach an agree-
ment. He also urged the Is-

raeli prime minister to curb 
settlement activity. “It will 
be up to the parties,” he 
said. “Yes, Israel will have 
to make concessions and we 
have made concessions.” 
An agreement will be hard 
to come by if issues, like 
that of settlements, are being 
"cherry picked". There are 
other issues of recognition, 
borders, Jerusalem, refugees 
and  security of course — if 
you put all of them together, 
you can negotiate, "If you go 
vertically, if you just cherry 
pick settlements and say, 
'well let's do settlements' and 
put all the onus on Israel, 
of course you cannot really 
move forward."

Trump to help negotiate 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace
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7 Most Beautiful 
Beaches of the World

Known for its white-sand 
beaches, coral reefs and as 
the Gateway to the Bacuit 
Archipelago, a group of islands 
with steep karst cliffs. Miniloc 
Island is famed for the clear 
waters of its small and big 
Lagoons. Nearby Shimizu Island 
has fish-filled waters. The area 
has many dive sites, including 
Dilumacad Island’s long tunnel 
leading to an underwater cavern.

El Nido, Palawan, 
Philippines

Bazurato Archipelago holds the 
largest population of Dugong 
in Mozambique of more or less 
than 120 animals. Water along 
this coastal area is very clear. 
Much of the sub-surface channel 
pattern around the island is 
discernible. Several narrow lines 
of plankton bloom parallel the 
shoreline. Underlying the area is 
limestone rock that has eroded 
into a pockmarked landscape, 
creating water-filled sinkholes.

Pansy Island, Bazaruto 
Archipelago, Mozambique

It is located at the end of 
Waiʻanapanapa Road off Hana 
Highway, Maui. Waiʻanapanapa 
means “Glistening Fresh Water” 
in the Hawaiian language, 
referring to nearby fresh water 
streams and sparkling pools. 
It offers camping facilities, 
including a small lawn where 
campers may pitch a tent, and a 
public bathroom nearby.

Honokalani Beach, 
Hawaii 

Located to the north east of 
Madagascar, east of Zanzibar 
and south of Socotra, in the 
middle of the Indian Ocean, it 
has clear water and pleasing 
scenery.
The beach is bordered by large 
granite boulders. However, 
unlike other beaches in the 
Seychelles, Anse Lazio is not 
protected by a coral reef.

Anse Lazio, Praslin, 
Seychelles

Sunset Beach is known for 
big wave surfing during the 
winter season. It is considered 
dangerous for inexperienced 
surfers, due to extensive coral 
formations near the surface.
The water is flat as a lake in the 
summers and has waves in the 
winters. All the world surfing 
championship contests take 
place in the winter, that being 
the time of the largest and best 
waves for surfing.

Sunset Beach, Oahu, 
Hawaii

Known for its distinctive 27 
metre tall natural arch, Honopū 
means “conch shell”, and the 
name is derived from the conch 
shell-like sound its arch makes 
when hit by winds from the 
north. It is isolated and not easily 
accessible except by water. No 
landing of any aircraft or boat is 
allowed in Honopū Valley or on 
its beach, so visitors must swim 
from an offshore boat or from 
neighboring Kalalau Beach.

Honopu Beach, Kauai, 
Hawaii

The word “Ipanema” did not refer 
originally to the beach, but to the 
homeland of the baron at São 
Paulo. Ipanema gained fame with 
the rise of the popular bossa nova 
sound, when residents Antônio 
Carlos Jobim and Vinicius de 
Moraes created their ode to the 
neighbourhood, “The Girl from 
Ipanema.” Its popularity has seen 
a resurgence with Diana Krall’s 
song “Boy from Ipanema”, 
released in 2008.

Ipanema Beach, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil

“I, Vipin S/o Ghanshyam 
R/o A-9 Y, DDA Flat, 
Jahangirpuri, North West 
Delhi, Delhi - 110033 
have changed my name to 
Vipin Gupta for all future 
purposes.”

NAME CHANGEFEBRUARY SUBSCRIPTION 
OFFER

1 Year Subscription
Rs. 750/- only

Please Contact: 

8506925000

POLITICAL INFLUENCERS
Political culture plays a critical role in fashion industry. Po-
litical change is reflection of today's fashion. Most of the 
political events and laws are affecting fashion in a way of 
creating fashion trend. Considering the relationship between 
fashion and politics, we can see how fashion is not only a 
matter of aesthetic but it involves politics as well. Within 
political references, we can see how fashion can change. PM 
Modi is a classical example of how political calss used en-
tire government machinery to promote the use of Khadi as a 
preferred textile in fashion industry.

TECHNOLOGICAL INFLUENCERS
Technology plays a large role in most aspects of today's so-
ciety. Technological influences are growing more apparent 
in the fashion industry. Advances and new developments are 
shaping and creating 
current and future 
trends.
Developments such 
as wearable tech-
nology has become 
an important trend 
in fashion and will 
continue with ad-
vances such as 
clothing constructed 
with solar panels 
that charge devices 
that enhance wearer 
comfort by chang-
ing color or texture 
based on environ-
mental changes, or sweat free clothing are few of the inven-
tions happening at a very fast pace in the fashion world.
Internet technology such as online retailers and social media 
platforms have given way for trends to be identified, mar-
keted and sold immediately. Styles and trends are easily con-
veyed online to attract the trendsetters. Posts on Instagram 
or Facebook can easily increase awareness about new trends 
in fashion which can create high demand for specific items 
or brands, new "buy now button" technology can link these 
styles with direct sales.

SOCIAL INFLUENCERS
Fashion trend goes beyond the aesthetic values, it emerges 
as an expressive tool for designers to deliver their message 
about the society. With the influence of social media, celeb-

rities and bloggers, their voice are easily being heard and 
have impact on fashion and trend at any time. Fashion and 
music are inseparable. Prabal Gurung highlighted the impor-
tance of music to his shows, saying "each season we want to 
tell a story for 10 minutes…. the perfect harmony between 
clothes and music allows this". Music is a representation of 
fashion that expresses the abstract design concept into relat-
able harmony for viewers.

ECONOMIC INFLUENCERS
As we undergo a global economic downturn, the "Spend 
now, Think later" belief is getting less relevant in our society. 
Today's consumer tends to be more mindful about consump-
tion, looking for just enough and better, more durable options. 
People have also become more conscious of the impact their 
everyday consumption has on the environment and society. 

They're looking 
for ways to medi-
ate their material 
desires with an aim 
to do more good in 
the world. Easy 
availability of 
Credit Cards and 
easy EMI options 
have also opened 
the volumes in the 
fashion shopping. 
It has given rise to 
the mall shopping 
culture in a huge 
way.

CONSUMER'S NEED INFLUENCERS
Consumers all have different needs and demands that have 
to be suited. A person's needs change frequently, which is 
why fashion trends even exist. An important factor to take 
into consideration when thinking of consumers’ needs is the 
key demographics of the customer. Gender, age, income, 
and even profession can help a company better understand 
the needs of their customers. For example, a woman who is 
pregnant could be looking for diapers, baby strollers, and 
maternity clothes. Her needs would differ greatly from a 
woman with children that just went off to college or a teen 
entering high school.
Often consumers need to be told what they want. Fashion 
companies have to do their research to ensure they know its 
customers’ needs before developing solutions.

The Fashion Influencers
Fashion refers to clothing, accessories which people carry. Fashion goes with trends.

Fashion trends are influenced by several factors including political, economical, social and technological. 
Fashion forecasters use this information to help determine growth or decline of a particular trend.

Steve Jobs once famously said, “You’ve got to start with the customer experience and work backwards to the 
technology. You cannot start with the technology and try to figure out where you are going to sell it”.

Want to Live Healthy? 
Eat, Sleep, Play, Repeat !
Today’s lifestyle has become very fast. Daily schedule of people has become hectic. In such 

a fast forward lifestyle, it becomes very difficult to maintain your physique. So here are 
some basic tips to maintain your daily routine and keep your body fit.

Firstly a rhetorical question, 
what is relationship? Re-
lationship is an agreement 
between two persons (now 
digitalized) to be together 
for future where love is sup-
posedly the key factor. 
Relationships sometimes be-
come just an escape mecha-
nism to get out of the diffi-
cult situations one faces with 
family, devoid of any under-
standing or love where they 
look for it outside and mis-
take the support of a friend 
as a everlasting love. It’s just 
a coping mechanism to deal 
with peer pressure or any 
other stress.

But really is love there??  
Sometimes, it's just a 
thoughtful activity carefully 
planned by one to have max-
imum likes on their social 
media accounts and basi-
cally to flaunt to peers, ‘Yo, I 
am in a relationship dude’! If 
your life is free and you are 
getting bored and nothing to 
do in life then relationship is 
the best choice  as felt by to-
day’s generation next. 
How can anyone not think 
about that internal feel where 
there is a constant need to 
be with other, to keep their 
needs and happiness ahead 
of yours and a basic under-

standing to confront each 
other problems.  It's just not 
a social post or escapism, 
it's the necessity of life as 
much as the basic amenities. 
You need to be cared for and 
loved!!  The minority of rela-
tionships are true where they 
become the support that one 
needs in their life and ready 
to balance their careers with 
it and even go to any length 
even convincing their par-
ents no matter how difficult 
it is to be with each other to-
gether with their families. 
So your relationships  is just 
a hoax or a beautiful bless-
ing?  You decide.

Relationships: A Hoax or Complex Truth?

YOGA
Yoga is said to be very essential for our body. Peo-
ple should perform 30 minutes yoga every morning. 
Yoga helps in keeping one’s body flexible, it im-
proves immune system, helps in proper digestion, 
better concentration, refreshes mind, relaxes body, 
reduces stress and anxiety level, control blood pres-
sure and helps to cure chronic diseases.

SLEEP
Because of over workload essential hours of sleep-
ing gets minimized, proper and deep sleep is as es-
sential as nutrients and exercise.
Sleep relaxes body, reduces stress, headache, body 
ache, refreshes mind, enhances face glow, reduces 
dark circles and regains energy.

EXERCISE
Daily exercise makes one’s body flexible, exercise 
helps in loosing muscles, proper exercises cures 
bone diseases like knock knee, bow legs etc. both ex-
ercise and yoga helps in effective and efficient flow 
of blood throughout the body.

NUTRIENTS
Today’s lifestyle has adapted the food like Chinese, 
Italian, and fast food which causes more of fat and 
are less nutritive. Lack of nutrients in the body hin-
ders proper growth and development. Proper nu-
trition should be taken so that body gets effective 
amount of energy which will enhance stamina, im-
proves energy level and reduce tiredness. 

If we were to sum up all of 
our views and feelings about 
single parents, we could use 
the word ‘respect’. 
Parenthood is not easy 
and it’s even a frightening 
thought for some people. 
But, when you do become 
a parent your strength gets 
renewed. You feel so em-
powered with feelings of 
love, sacrifice and courage 
to face al the difficulties of 
life. And why; for that little 
magic that you can hold in 
your hands, so that you can 
make a better world for your 
child. This strength increas-
es multifold when you have 
to raise that child alone.
Traditionally mothers have 
been a constant source of 
love for the child and fa-
thers are the disciplinarian. 
For single parents, the dy-
namic job of being both is 
immensely hard. They have 
to be what the child needs, 
wants or requires at simply 
all points of time. One can-
not even begin to compre-
hend how tough it would 
be to be the bread earner as 
well as the nurturer of the 
family. But as there is no 
shortage of strength in some 
single parents. Their life is 
an inspiration in itself.
The society we live does 
not help the cause of single 
parents in any way. To be 
honest, it makes their life 
even worse. Women often 
get maternity leaves eas-
ily, but no one cares for the 
concept of paternity leaves.  
This brings out the truth of 
the people who live around 
us. Societal hypocricy also 
make it very difficult for 
single parents to remarry. 
They are like all of us. They 
feel, want to live, love and 
have a normal life. And they 
deserve their fair share of 
happiness more than others.
It is from single parents that 
we can learn to never give 
up, to keep going and to 
have faith in our own selves.

The Joy of being 
a Single Parent
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Dilip Surana
Managing Director, Micro Labs

Started by Ghewar Chand Surana in 1973, this closely-held com-
pany is among the 20 largest pharma businesses in the country. The 
first steps were to bring in new products from Europe as India then 
did not have a patent act. Much of the business was based in south 
India. This grew slowly, with plants in multiple locations (such as 
Karnataka, Goa, Baddi in Himachal Pradesh and Pondicherry) as 
well as through investment in research. Then, in the 1990s, Surana’s 
sons, Dilip and Anand, who is also a director, joined the business 
and have since helped grow it to its present stature.
For 2013-14, Micro Labs recorded a turnover of about Rs 2,500 crore 
with a profit of Rs 350 crore. Management is divided between the 
two brothers—the older Dilip focuses on the domestic market while 
Anand manages exports which account for about 40 percent of the 
revenue. Much of the growth can be attributed to better margins for 
pharmaceuticals in the international markets. Going forward, Dilip 
even expects international sales volumes to exceed domestic basket. 
According to Dilip, the group’s philosophy has always been “high 
quality, high price”. Micro Labs focuses on formulations, and not 
so much on bulk drugs. It sells branded products around the world, 
except in regulated markets like the US. The Suranas are considered 
pioneers in India in speciality marketing and were among the first to 
create specialised business units (SBUs) focussed on different health 
problems. Micro Labs has 14 such divisions, which allows complete 
focus on research and marketing of molecules for the specific prob-
lem. There is a separate sales force and accounting team for each 
SBU as well.
Though his business is far away from desh (home state Rajasthan), 
Dilip’s cultural identity is immediately obvious to anyone who calls 
him. His cellphone caller tune is a Marwari bhajan dedicated to Lord 
Adinath. “I spend a fifth of my time on religious activities,” he says 
and is well-connected to his village in Pali district, a 100 km from 
Jodhpur. The entire family visits Pali at least twice a year.
Keeping costs low has been the group’s mantra. Expenses are al-
ways based on actual rather than expected income. “Problems start 
for business groups who do not follow this rule,” says Dilip. Work-
ing on low costs means never being a high-cost borrower. The group 
bargains hard to get the extra 0.5-1 percent benefit from banks. 
Anand is the financial whiz in the family, and has often been able to 
figure out the best structure for borrowings.
Sun Pharma founder and managing director Dilip Shanghvi is the 
role model for the Suranas. They hope to grow Micro Labs to a 
billion-dollar company by 2017. “The infrastructure is already in 
place,” says Dilip. “All we have to do is build on it.” They could 
even go public in four to five years if they require money for any big 
acquisition, he adds.

Ashish Goel
Founder, Urban Ladder

From McKinsey, to Amar Chitra Katha and to starting up at Ur-
ban Ladder; Ashish Goel’s professional progression bears no sign of 
being conventional. Every stint, however, was as successful as the 
other one. Ashish explains his choices by blaming them on his un-
quenchable thirst to learn. No wonder, he’s at the helm of an e-com-
merce company that is working on selling furniture via the internet.
Ashish Goel aka Ashgo(as friends love to call him), is the co-found-
er of the bright and upcoming Bangalore based furniture e-tailer, 
Urban Ladder. 
At the end of his stint with management consultancy firm Mckinsey, 
Ashish had already made up his mind up to start up. He said, “I al-
ways knew that I wanted to start up, and in 2007, he wanted to start 
up in the lingerie space. However, he went on board with Amar Chi-
tra Katha as their COO and worked with them for almost 4 years.”
Ashish quit his job with Amar Chitra Katha in early 2012, then he 
joined forces with old time friend and college mate Rajeev Srivat-
sa to start up in Bangalore. However, the concept of Urban Lad-
der came from a very personal pain-point for Ashish. After having 
moved to Bangalore, Ashish’s and Rajeev’s houses were devoid of 
any kind of furniture because of the lack of a trusted furniture brand. 
He said, “I don’t think there is a single furniture business, online or 
offline, which has the reputation of being a one-stop shop for every 
kind of furniture need. Furthermore, in a market estimated at $15 
billion in India alone, there isn’t a single player who is valued for 
more than $100 million. This just goes to show that there is some-
thing fundamentally broken in this space.” 
Hence, seeing a perennial customer need not being fulfilled properly 
and a large market opportunity, Rajeev and Ashish started Urban 
Ladder. 
Ashish also goes on to say that their secret sauce of success is mar-
keting - “Marketing is our trade secret. Our target market is an on-
line shopper who has made a purchase of a lifestyle product at least 
twice a month. Almost 80% of furniture designs on Urban Ladder 
is proprietary to them and they take care of the supply chain end 
to end. As an extension of their service minded approach to busi-
ness, Urban Ladder also takes care of delivery of their products to 
their customers.“We are a furniture brand, not an e-seller of other 
brands,” reiterated Ashish.
When asked about his team’s culture, he said, “We have 3 principles 
that we’re very serious about. I already told you about honesty and 
transparency. Customer obsession is another one. Every last mem-
ber in our team is obsessed with giving our customer the best shop-
ping experience. But most importantly, we really have to have fun in 
whatever we do. Whatever you’re doing isn’t worth it if you’re not 
having fun at the end of the day.” 

Neel Ghose 
Founder, Robin Hood Army

In India and Pakistan, the Robin Hood Army are fighting food waste 
and redistributing food waste from restaurants and weddings to the 
hungry
Last August, a group of six young Indians took to the streets of Delhi 
with one simple aim: to feed the homeless. Overnight, they drove 
to restaurants, collected unsold food, re-packaged it and gave it to 
around 100 people sleeping rough in the capital.
For 27-year-old Neel Ghose, it was a wake-up call. Friends, col-
leagues and strangers soon joined them on drives and their numbers 
began to swell. In less than a few months, a nationwide volunteer 
movement known as the Robin Hood Army (RHA) had emerged, on 
a mission to curb food waste and stamp out hunger.
Founders Ghose and Anand Sinha, also 27, were inspired by Refood 
International, an organisation based in Portugal. “Using a hyperlocal 
model, they collect excess food and give it to those who need it. But 
every community has their own Refood chapter,” explains Ghose. 
“I realised it was something that can be very easily done in India, 
where the need would be much more.”
The movement gained huge momentum after the launch of its social 
media campaign, and now boasts a 500-strong volunteer base spread 
out across 13 cities, including Hyderabad, Mumbai and Kolkata. In 
April, the group also began operations in neighbouring Pakistan, 
where volunteer groups sprang up in Karachi and Lahore.
 Volunteers get ready to distribute food packages throughout the city. 
“Our Facebook page has helped us get in touch with restaurants and 
our posts became a form of accountability,” says Sarah Afridi, a vol-
unteer who helped set up the group in Pakistan. Ghose agrees: “We 
realised that we would be much more legitimate if we showed res-
taurants pictures of what we were doing. That’s when things took a 
huge leap forward.”
The Robin Hood Army’s ideology revolves around decentralisation. 
Small teams, mostly young professionals, become responsible for 
specific areas; they scout for local restaurants, convince them to do-
nate surplus food, identify clusters of people in need – such as the 
homeless and orphanages – and carry out weekly distributions.
“Anand and I don’t have to be in cities physically to set up our pres-
ence,” says Ghose. “We simply guide people on how to form com-
munities for the RHA.” Sinha adds: “What’s happening at a grass-
roots level is completely driven by the locals.”
In Delhi and the National Capital Region alone, some 30 restaurants 
have been involved with the project, sometimes not only offering 
leftover food but cooking fresh meals for distribution.
Ghose is well aware of the scale of the problem: “Right now, we 
feed around 5,000 people a week ... In the bigger scheme of things, 
that’s still nothing.”

ACHIEVERS’ AWARDS

India’s Super 
Voice Bharat Ratna, Lata Mangeshkar

Lata Mangeshkar is India’s 
most well known playback 
singer.  She has sung in all 
the major Indian languages 
and is one of the most re-
corded artists in the world.
CHILDHOOD
Lata Mangeshkar was born 
on September 28, 1929 in 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh 
into a Maharashtrian Brah-
min household.  Her father 
was Dinanath Mangeshkar 
and her mother was named 
Shudhmati. Lata was the old-
est of several children.  She 
had a younger brother named 
Hridayanath Mangeshkar, as 
well as three younger sisters 
named Asha (Bhosle), Usha 
and Meena.  
Her exposure to music began 
in infancy.  Her father Di-
nanath was an accomplished 
classical vocalist and was 
very active in the theatre.  It 
is said that Lata made her 
acting debut at the age of 
five in a play in which her 
father was participating.
Lata studied under Aman 
Ali Khan, and later under 
Amanat Khan, and acquired 
a good background in classi-
cal music.
EARLY CAREER
1942 proved to be a very 
crucial year in her life.  This 

was the year that the film 
“Kit Haal” was released.  
This was the first film that 
Lata recorded for; unfortu-
nately her song would be cut 
and not make it to the fin-
ished version. 
Lata was only 13 years old 
when her father died, but as 
the oldest child, responsibil-
ity fell upon her to help take 
care of her families financial 
needs.  She took to acting 
in small films in order to do 
this.  Her first appearance 
was a small role in Pahili 
Mangalagaur (1942). The 
period in the early 40’s did 
not look promising for Lata.  
Her thin voice was very dif-
ferent from the heavier voice 
quality that was in vogue 
(e.g., Noor Jahan).  She re-
ceived numerous rejections.  
It was not until 1947 that she 
was able to get a toehold in 
the industry by singing “Pa 
Lagoon Kar Jori Re” in the 
film “Aap ke Sewa Main” 
(1947).  Lata sang several 
songs in other films over 
the next few years, but her 
first big hit was in 1949 with 
“Aayega Aanewaala”.
During the partition, there 
was a disruption when many 
directors, producers and art-
ists left Bombay, while oth-

ers migrated to India from 
Lahore.  One of the most 
notable artists to leave India, 
was Noor Jahan, who was 
the undisputed queen of the 
filmsong at the time.  This 
disruption opened the doors 
to Lata in an industry that 
previously may have been 
harder to get into for her in 
direct competition with Su-
perstar Singer NoorJehan.
As the 1950’s began, Lata 
was firmly established as a 
film singer.  Music directors 
she sang for included such 
greats as Shankar-Jaikishan, 
and Anil Biswas. The next 
three decades would see Lata 
Mangeshkar reign as the un-
disputed queen of the Hindi 
film song. Her work with, 
both S.D. Burman and R.D. 
Burman were very fruitful.  
She also worked with, Shan-
kar /Jaikishan, Salil Chowd-
hury, Naushad and a host of 
others.  It is often said that 
her best work came with 
her songs for Madan Mohan 
and C. Ramchandra.  It is 
interesting to note that O.P. 
Nayyar was one of the few 
major music directors to not 
utilize her talents.
However Lata’s reign was 
not always a smooth one.  
There was the well known 

professional rivalry with 
her sister Asha Bhosle.  For 
some years she would not 
sing with Mohd. Rafi due to 
a long standing dispute over 
royalties.  For some years 
she would not work with the 
music director S.D. Burman.  
During the peak of her ca-
reer, she had a tremendous 
political clout within the 
film industry and is known 
to have exercised this freely; 
this created ill will in many 
quarters.
LATA’S DECLINE
All great things come to 
an end, and Lata’s profes-
sional career was no excep-
tion.  Over the decades, the 
actresses for whom she was 
singing became younger, 
and Lata was growing older.  
It was inevitable that at some 
point it was no longer going 
to be a workable match.
We cannot pinpoint a time 
where her career started to 
decline.  However by 1980 it 
was clear that it was not a ne-
cessity to have Lata sing for 
a film.  Furthermore, there 
was a change in the style of 
the new songs. Emerging 
music directors such as A.R. 
Rahman just did not see La-
ta’s voice as fitting into their 
approach to creating music 

(although Lata did lend her 
voice for some of his work).  
The result of all of this was 
that Lata Mangeshkar gradu-
ally moved from the peak of 
her career into today’s state 
of semi-retirement.
Never-the-less, this period 
shows some of Lata’s most 
interesting work.  Songs 
such as “Sun Sahiba Sun” 
(“Teri Ganga Maili” - 1986), 
“Yaara Seeli Seeli” (“Lekin” 
- 1990), even today stand our 
as some of her most memo-
rable work.
LATA’S AWARDS
India’s highest award in cin-
ema, the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award, was bestowed on her 
in 1989 by the Government 
of India. She is the second 
vocalist, after M. S. Subbu-
lakshmi, to have ever been 
awarded the Bharat Ratna, 
India’s highest civilian hon-
our.
In 2001 Lata Mangeshkar 
was awarded India’s highest 
civilian honor the “Bharat 
Ratna”. She has recorded 
songs for over a thousand 
Hindi films and has sung 
songs in over thirty-six re-
gional Indian languages and 
foreign languages, though 
primarily in Marathi and 
Hindi.
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Receiving the Bharat Ratna from President KR Narayanan

Lata with Pyarelal, Laxmikant, Md. Rafi, Mukesh, Kishore Kumar

Lata with siblings Hridaynath, Meena, Usha and Asha
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