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Highlighting India's debt 
to GDP ratio, The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund or 
IMF has praised India for 
using "the right policies" to 
lower its level of debt.

About Ratio between a 
country's government debt 
(a cumulative amount) and 
its gross domestic prod-
uct or GDP (measured in 
years) - IMF said, India's 
share is "quite high", but 
New Delhi is trying to 

lower it using "the right 
policies."

The International Mon-
etary Fund has cautioned 
China, saying public debt 
in advanced and emerg-
ing market economies 
are "currently at historic 
highs." The IMF advised 
major economies like Chi-
na to "avoid policies that 
increase economic fluctu-
ations."

Abdel Senhadji, Dep-

uty Director, IMF Fiscal 
Affairs Department, told 
reporters at a news con-
ference that India's general 
government debt remained 
relatively high, at 70% of 
the GDP in 2017.

Senhadji said, "The debt 
level is relatively high (in 
India), but the authorities 
are planning to bring it 
down over the medium 
term with the right poli-
cies."

Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi on Tuesday 
held Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi directly re-
sponsible for the ATMs 
running low on cash in 
several parts of the coun-
try. The Congress chief 
said the cash crunch is 
happening because Modi 
has "destroyed the banking 
system," who is on a three-
day visit to  Amethi and 

Raebareli in Uttar Pradesh.
Mr. Gandhi said in Am-

ethi that "Nirav Modi fled 
with Rs 30,000 crore and 
PM didn't utter a word. 
We were forced to stand 
in queues as he snatched 
Rs 500 and Rs 1000 notes 
from our pockets and put 
them in Nirav Modi's 
pocket."

Later in a tweet, Rahul 
again attacked the Modi 

government and tweeted, 
“Samjho ab Notebandi ka 
fareb aapka paisa Nirav 
Modi ki jaib, Modi ji ki 
kya Malya maya notebandi 
ka aatank doobara chaya, 
Desh ke ATM sab fir se kh-
ali Banks ki kya halat kar 
dali #CashCrunch .”

Recently, the cash situa-
tion has deteriorated across 
India. With ATMs running 
dry, people are being re-

minded of the demonetiza-
tion days.

Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan on Monday 
claimed that Rs 2,000 
notes were vanishing from 
the market, and alleged that 
there was a "conspiracy" 
behind it.Andhra Pradesh 
has cited non-release of 
funds by the Centre as one 
reason for the cash crunch.

The BJP today said 
Congress chief Rahul 
Gandhi and his moth-
er Sonia Gandhi should 
apologise for "defaming 
Hindus globally" and cited 
a telegram sourced from 
Wikileaks to back its de-
mand.

The BJP's renewed 
attack on the Congress 
comes in the light after a 
special anti-terror court 
acquitted rightwing activ-
ist Swami Aseemanand 
and four others in the 2007 
Mecca Masjid blast case in 
Hyderabad.

BJP spokesperson Sam-
bit Patra said at a press con-
ference,"If Congress con-
siders India to be its own, 
then Sonia Gandhi and 
Rahul Gandhi must apol-
ogise to the whole coun-
try for defaming the great 

Hindu religion by trying to 
prove that there was some-
thing called saffron terror." 
According to the transcript 
of the conversation, Rahul 
Gandhi said saffron terror 
was a bigger threat than 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba. "This 
shows the mindset of Ra-
hul Gandhi towards Hin-
dus. His party has always 
take Hindus for granted," 
Patra said.

In the cable, Mr. Ro-
emer recalled Mr. Gand-
hi's response to his query 

about Lashkar e Taiba's 
activities in the region. 
Mr. Roemer recalled Mr. 
Gandhi said that "Al-
though there was evidence 
of some support for Las-
kar-e-Taiba among certain 
elements in India's indige-
nous Muslim community, 
the bigger threat may be 
the growth of radicalised 
Hindu groups, which cre-
ate religious tensions and 
political confrontations 
with the Muslim commu-
nity."

Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal on 
Wednesday approved a 
policy to compensate con-
sumers for unscheduled 
power cuts by electricity 
discoms in the national 
capital. The discoms have 
to pay a penalty of Rs 100 
for each hour of such a 
power outage.The gov-
ernment hopes that the 
policy will be approved 
by the L-G.

Delhi government state-
ment said, "In a first of its 
kind pro-power consum-
er policy in the country, 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal today approved 
the power department's 
policy for compensating 
consumers for unsched-
uled power cuts by private 
power distribution com-
panies in Delhi.”

It further added, "The 
Delhi government is 
confident that the L-G 
will concur with the pol-
icy and will endorse this 
pro-consumer step, which 
will become a model for 
other governments in the 
country.”

In 2016, Kejriwal had 
alleged that an order of 
his government to com-
pensate power consumers 
for unscheduled electric-
ity cuts but former Lieu-
tenant Governor Najeeb 
Jung had rejected such a 

plan to compensate con-
sumers.

According to the policy, 
private electricity distribu-
tion companies will have 
to pay a penalty of Rs 50 
for the second hour of an 
unscheduled power outage 
in Delhi and Rs 100 per 
hour from then on. In case 
of non-payment, consum-
ers can file complaints to 
the Delhi Electricity Regu-
latory Authority and claim 
compensation of Rs 5,000 
or five times the amount 
due, whichever is higher.

s Indian prime minister 
Narendra Modi lands in 
the UK, the details of two 
horrific rape cases in India 
have emerged. Huge pro-
tests are rocking India and 
in London angry people 
of Indian origin are tak-
ing to the streets to protest 
against Modi’s policies.

It would be wrong how-
ever to see these cases as 
simply part of the violence 
against women which has 
been endemic in India. 
In Kathua, in Jammu and 
Kashmir state, an eight-
year-old Muslim girl was 
abducted, drugged and 
brutally gang-raped and 
murdered in a Hindu tem-
ple by a group of men.

In the face of mass pro-
tests Modi finally broke 
his silence over these 
events. He condemned the 
“incidents” and promised 
justice to “daughters” – 
although refusing to use 
the word “rape” – but 
has failed to recognise 
the culpability of his own 
supporters. The reason 
is clear: as feminist law-

yer Vrinda Grover points 
out, “the Hindutva hate 
brigade is the BJP’s core 
constituency”. It is Hin-
dutva, the ideology of the 

BJP and of the family of 
rightwing Hindu organisa-

tions it belongs to, which 
is today attempting to pro-
foundly transform India 
into a monolithic Hindu 
nation from which mi-

norities and dissidents are 
forcibly excluded.

As Modi arrives in Lon-
don alongside his support-
ers, he will be greeted by 
thousands of protesters 
from the Indian diaspora. 
As the South Asia Soli-
darity Group, one of the 
key organisers, reminds 
us that “India is turning 
into a republic of fear but 
people across India are re-
sisting this courageously. 
Their voices need to be 
heard – we are protesting 
here to support them, and 
to give Modi the message 
loud and clear that he is 
not welcome.”

Pravin Togadia begins 
indefinite fast to protest 
Modi govt’s ‘inability to 

deliver promises’

Jagan Reddy Turns the Tables 
on Chandrababu Naidu, says 

he is cheating Andhra

RCB skipper Virat Kohli 
doesn’t want to wear the 

Orange Cap, and this is why

Former Vishva Hindu 
Parishad leader Pravin 
Togadia on Tuesday kept 
up his attack on Narendra 
Modi for ‘deceiving the 
people of India’. Togadia, 
who recently quit the VHP, 
has launched an indefinite 
fast in Ahmedabad to pro-
test the inaction of the gov-
ernment in constructing 
the Ram temple in Ayod-
hya.

The former VHP leader 
claimed, “Narendra Modi 
walked on the corpses of 
59 kar sevaks who lost 
their lives in the Godhra 
massacre in 2002. Three 
hundred Hindus were 
killed by bullets fired by 
the Gujarat police during 
the 2002 riots when Modi 
was the state chief min-
ister. Over 50,000 people 
were arrested of which a 
number have been sen-
tenced to life imprison-

ment. These people are 
facing these consequences 
only because they wanted 
a Ram temple built in Ayo-
dhya. They voted Modi to 
power because they want-
ed to see a temple.”

He also accused the rul-
ing BJP of double-stan-
dards. Togadia alleged, 
“When the Congress was 
in power, the BJP would 
shoot over our shoulders 
for the construction of the 
temple, but when they as-
sumed power they said 
that the issue would be 
resolved by a court. After 
four years of staying in 
power, they have threat-
ened that we drop the is-
sue, but I refuse to do so.”

A day before, he 
slammed Narendra Modi 
slammed Sweden and UK 
by saying the prime min-
ister is going abroad when 
"daughters are not safe".

Jagan Mohan Reddy, 
YSR Congress Party chief 
slammed Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu over the 
latter’s decision to conduct 
a hunger strike on Friday, 
April 20, which also marks 
the birthday of the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) chief.

Reddy had said he should 
have instead made all his 
MPs resign over special 
status to the state, as done 
by the MPs belonging to 
the YSRCP while accusing 
Naidu of cheating the peo-
ple of Andhra Pradesh.

YSR Congress Party 
chief said “He is cheating 
people again. What hap-
pened when all YSRCP 
MPs resigned and went 
on hunger strike? If he 
would’ve gotten his MPs 
to do the same then, it 
would’ve created national 
buzz and Centre would’ve 
given special status.”

The latter’s decision of 
hunger strike by Naidu 
comes in wake after 
Andhra Pradesh’s people 
forum held a state-wide 
bandh on Monday, de-
manding special status 
for the state. The Andhra 
Pradesh Samiti called 
Pratyeka Hoda Saadhana 
and asked opposition par-
ties to extend their support 
for the cause.

Responding to it, oppo-
sition parties such as the 
YSR Congress (YSRC), 
the Congress and the Left 
parties extended their sup-
port.

The ruling party TDP 
had opposed the bandh 
call. Reacting to the call, 
Naidu had said that bandhs 
were not welcome as they 
hamper development.

Jagan Reddy-led YSRC 
hit back at Naidu, accused 
Chief Minister for adopt-
ing ‘double standards’.

RCB Captain Virat 
Kohli scored a brilliant 
92 not out in IPL 2018 on 
Tuesday night and have 
overtaken Suresh Raina 
as the Indian Premier 
League’s (IPL) leading 
run-getter and displaced 
Sanju Samson from top 
of the charts in the on-
going season. However, 
Kohli's knock went in 
vain as Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore (RCB) 
ended up losing against 
the Mumbai Indians 
(MI). 

RCB skipper Virat 
Kohli, who has earned 
the ‘Orange Cap’ along 
his 92 as the leading run 
scorer for this season, 
isn’t interested in wear-
ing the Orange Cap, at 
least for now.

“It was a good game of 
cricket as far as Mumbai 
were concerned. I don’t 
feel like wearing this 
(orange cap) right now 
because it really doesn’t 
matter. We got off to a 
great start but we just 

threw it away, and need 
to reflect on our dismiss-
als. We knew there would 
be a little bit of dew, we 
needed not your 40-45s 
but 80-85s," Kohli ex-
pressed after the match.

Kohli believed the 
RCB batsmen didn’t play 
responsibly and almost 
“threw away” their wick-
ets in the pressure of a 
big run-chase.

However, Kohli waged 
a lone battle as none 
of their batsmen could 
provide any support to 
Kohli, as they faced an 
uphill task of chasing 214 
to win against Mumbai 
Indians in their backyard 
of the Wankhede Stadi-
um.RCB lost to Mumbai 
Indians by a margin of 
46 runs, following which 
they slipped to the sev-
enth spot in the IPL 2018 
points table.

RCB’s next game is on 
April 21 against Delhi 
Daredevils (DD) at the M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium 
in Bengaluru.
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FM Arun Jaitley: No cash crunch in India, temporary 
shortage being tackled

Virat Kohli overtakes Suresh Raina, becomes the 
highest run-getter in IPL history

quote / unquote

Indians are deeply intelligent. Most 
Indians, including those in the BJP, 
instinctively understand the truth about 
Mr Amit Shah. The truth has its own way 
of catching up with people like him.

So glad to see the babies r settling in, 
Curran Mavi & Gill. Dk Piyush Rana 
Kuldeep Robbie all showing the way to 
them. Sunil remains Sunil & Andre & 
Lynn ready to explode. Wow! Am I glad 
to be in ur team! #KKRHaiTaiyaar

Sanctuary Cities released at least 142 
Gang Members across the United 
States, making it easy for them to commit 
all forms of violent crimes where none 
would have existed. We are doing a great 
job of law enforcement, but things such 
as this make safety in America difficult!

I bow to the great Adi Shankaracharya 
on his Jayanti. Spiritual and scholarly, 
his unparalleled wisdom as well as rich 
thoughts have left an indelible mark on 
our society. Adi Shankaracharya rightly 
emphasised on a healthy culture of 
learning, debate and discussion.

Rahul Gandhi
(President, Indian Congress)

Shah Rukh Khan 
(Indian Actor)

Donald J. trump,
(President of the US)

narendra Modi,
(Prime Minister of India)

IMF Praises India For "Right Policies" To Lower 
Debt, Cautions China

Rahul Gandhi blames Modi govt for crash 
crunch says 'PM has destroyed banking system'

Citing WikiLeaks, BJP demands apology from 
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul for defaming Hindus

Delhi residents may soon be 
compensated for unscheduled power cuts

Amrit Wilson: India is a ‘republic of 
fear’, UK must keep the pressure on Modi
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With the country suffering from all forms of pol-
lution, a technology-enabled NGO, first of its kind, 
‘SankalpTaru’ is formed with the aim of making the 
country green again. While deforestation has forced 
mankind to survive under a poisonous shelter of air, 
this NGO is doing a favor by planting trees more 
for the people to restore the greenery. SankalpTa-
ru, founded in 2013 by Apurva Bhandari, an MBA 
in Oil and Gas Management, not only concentrates 
on planting trees, but also lends to helping to rural 
livelihood, empowerment of women in the soci-
ety, promoting bio-diversity, and make the educa-
tion centres cleaner and greener. The online portal 
of the NGO is to assist various professionals from 
around the nation to not only be compassionately 
kind-hearted about giving back life to nature, but 
also to willingly form a strong bond through their 
tracking tools, and tree profiles with the help of 
their state of the art patented GPS satellite tech-
nology. In 2012, it partnered with ONGC to work 
on a desert greening project. By summer 2014, the 
NGO planted more than 2,00,000 trees and doubled 
the number by August 2016. The target audience is 
anyone who wants to do their bit to make the planet 
better and greener, doesn’t matter if it is an individ-
ual or a large corporate. Founder Apurva believes 
there is still a long way to go when it comes to the 
social sector of the country, SankalpTaru is the first 
technology enabled NGO "planting trees by the 
people, for the people" across India. It just don't 
plant but also support rural livelihood, empower 
women, promote bio-diversity and make schools 
cleaner and greener.

Editorial

India's biggest 
private sector 

banks have nothing but 
contempt for their cus-
tomers. They've made 
this absolutely clear by 
the way they have re-
acted to the enormous 
amount of public criti-
cism. As far as anyone 
from any bank has an-
swered the criticism, it 
is merely to point out 
that the fines, charges 
and deductions are in 
keeping with the regu-
lations.

However, that's 
hardly an answer be-
cause the whole point 
that angry customers 
are making is that the 
regulations are in-
adequate and unfair. 
Our banking regula-
tor, the Reserve Bank 
of India has failed 
to protect customers 

from the rapacious 
ways of the banks. 
We believe banks 
shouldn't be charge 
customers more than 
it costs to fix a routine 
banking mishap such 
as a temporarily over-
drawn account. The 
argument from con-
sumer rights advocates 
like CHOICE – as 
well as legal profes-
sionals – is that banks 
shouldn't be allowed 
to impose fines on  
customers. 

Recently, ATMs in 
several states, includ-
ing Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, and poll-
bound Karnataka have 
run out of cash, cre-
ating a panic among 
people. s many as six 
states–Gujarat, eastern 
Maharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar, 

Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana–have com-
plained of cash short-
age with ATMs going 
dry. As a stark remind-
er of the post-demon-
etisation phase, there 
have been reports of 
non-availability of 
cash in the capital  
too.

When we don’t main-
tain a minimum Bal-
ance in our account, we 
have to pay a penality. 
Then why not bank 
pay penalty when they 
maintain minimum 
balance in ATM Ma-
chines?

This policy of “pe-
nality” asked by 
banks is only serving 
a purpose of looting 
the customers in the 
form of transaction 
charges and processing  
charges.

SANKALPTARU FOUNDATION
We DON'T JUST PLANT!

Haryana village panchayat bars girls from using mobiles, 
wearing jeans “as it makes them elope with boys”

New rules and regula-
tions of Haryana’s vil-
lage Panchayat of Sone-
pat district have passed 
a new law for girls 
which barred them from 
using mobile phones 
and wearing jeans “as it 
makes them elope with 
boys”. The decision of 
the sarpanch has been 
appreciated by many 
villagers.

The sarpanch of Isha-
pur Kheri village, Prem 
Singh, had ordered this 
diktat around a couple of 
months ago during a pan-
chayat but has got active 
now to ensure that the 
ban is implemented. Is-
hapur Kheri village has a 

population of over 5000.
The decision came to 

light when three col-
lege-going girls from 
the village had eloped 
with boys two years ago 
against their family’s 
wishes, bringing shame 
to the entire village. It 
was found that those 
three girls used to keep 
mobile phones and wear 
modern clothes.

In a conversation 
with Hindustan Times, 
Prem Singh said, “When 
they (girls) use mobile 
phones, they get in touch 
with boys and make 
plans to run away with 
them. By wearing mod-
ern clothes like jeans, 

they attract unnecessary 
attention.”

The sarpanch further 
added he himself has two 
daughters, both of whom 
are married. He also has 
a granddaughter in Class 
9, who is only allowed to 
use a simple phone for 
calling facility under her 

parents’ guidance.
Surender Singh, a 

panch in the village who 
works in government 
service said,  “After what 
happened in the village, 
it is a good step. We have 
a daughter in Class 10, 
but we have not given 
her mobile phone.”

Defence Minister visit Indo-China border, 
inspect IAF`s Gagan Shakti 2018 exercise

Defence Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman on 
Thursday visited the 
Indo-China border to 
inspect the Advanced 
Landing Ground of 
Indian Air Force’s at 
Pasighat, Arunachal 
Pradesh. He also visited 
the Chabua IAF base sta-
tion to witness its Gagan 
Shakti Exercise 2018 at 
Assam’s Dibrugarh, a 
pan-India exercise which 
is in its second phase.

After inspection, 
Sitharaman tweeted, 
“The scale and scope of 
#GaganShakti2018 are 
enormous & like nev-
er-before. Given here are 
only glimpses. Kudos to 
@IAF_MCC, CAS Air 
Chief Marshal BS Dha-
noa and to all #AirWar-
riors. @DefenceMinIn-
dia.

“Today at #Gagan-
Shakti2018. Appreciate 
the detail and exhaus-

tive plan with which @
IAF_MCC is executing 
this monumental exer-
cise. Our #AirWarriors 
displayed agility& great 
team spirit.”

A defence spokesper-
son Lt Col Harsh Ward-
han Pande said, the min-
ister inspected operations 
of SU-30 MKI fighter 
aircraft, C-17 Globe-
master aircraft and rock-
et loading on Mi-17 V5 
helicopters at Pasighat.  
He further visited the 
Air to Ground weapons 

range at Dullong Mukh, 
where the strike package 
of Su-30 aircraft was dis-
played.

Mi-17 V5 Helicopters 
also demonstrated their 
strike capability deliv-
ering 80mm rockets on 
a simulated target, the 
spokesman said.

Sitharaman then vis-
ited Chabua, interacted 
with the air warriors and 
was also briefed on em-
ployment of Air Power 
in the defence of Eastern 
Sector.

Karnataka Assembly election 
2018:Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi to address 16 rallies in 8 days

Owaisi vows to help families of Mecca Masjid blast victims, calls NIA blind and deaf

The Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) has an-
nounced its plans to 
launch a campaign blitz-
krieg in Karnataka with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expected to address 
nearly 16 rallies and the 
process will start from a 
rally in Kolar in South-
ern Karnataka and then 
another rally in Raichur 
on April 29.

 With the party facing 
a tough challenge in the 
state and most predic-
tions indicating a hung 
Assembly, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is ex-
pected to launch a cam-
paign blitzkrieg on April 
29 which seems to be 
finding it tough to carry 
on its "Congress Mukt"  
campaign

The Prime Minister 
will address two rallies 
on May 1 - Bellari and 

Belagavi and then two 
more rallies on May 3 
in Chamarajanagar and 
Udupi. 

Mr. Modi is also ex-
pected to address public 
rallies in Jamakhandi and 
Bengaluru on May 5, Ka-
laburgi and Hubballi on 
May 6, Shivamonga and 
Tumkuru on May 7 and 
Mangalore and Bengalu-
ru on the following day. 

The prime minister is 
also scheduled to hold 
two more rallies on 9 

May for which the ven-
ues are yet to be final-
ised.

Prominent names in the 
latest list include that of 
tainted mining baron G 
Janardhan Reddy's elder 
brother, G  Somashekar 
Reddy from Bellary City 
and son of late chief 
minister S Bangarappa, 
Kumar Bangarappa from 
Sorab. The BJP has re-
leased total 154 number 
of candidates it has de-
clared so far.

Kathua rape-murder 
case: SC pulls up Jammu 

lawyers, calls for fair trial

In the Kathua rape and 
murder case, Supreme 
Court on Thursday 
pulled up Jammu law-
yers for obstructing the 
filing of chargesheet as 
they claimed they were 
protesting on a different 
issue.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Jus-
tice AM Khanwilkar and 
Justice DY Chandrachud 
said, “We are not con-
cerned with anything, 
we are concerned with 
the fair trial. You creat-
ed a situation, police had 
to file the charge sheet 
at the residence of the 
magistrate.”

As the court was told 

that the protesting law-
yers have retreated and 
assured that there would 
be no obstruction in 
the trial of the rape and 
murder of the eight-
year-old victim from the 
Bakerwal community 
in Jammu’s Hiranagar 
area, Justice Misra said 
“Whatever may be the 
background (of the pro-
test), the resultant action 
was wrong.”

The court directed the 
matter for further on 
April 26, asking all the 
parties to file their re-
sponse about their inci-
dence and the conduct of 
protesting lawyers.

The Jammu High 

Court Bar Association 
told the Supreme Court 
that it did not support 
lawyers’ protest in con-
nection with the Kathua 
gangrape and murder 
case.

The Bar Council of 
India told the bench that 
they have constituted a 
team, headed by a for-
mer high court judge, 
which will visit Kathua 
to assess the situation 
relating to lawyers pro-
test.

Meanwhile, the Kath-
ua District Bar Asso-
ciation said they had 
already withdrawn 
the strike on April  
12.

4 Delhi University students 
arrested for allegedly stalking 

Union minister Smriti Irani

The Delhi police on 
Tuesday filed charge 
sheet against four peo-
ple for allegedly "chas-
ing, misbehaving and 
overtaking" Union min-
ister Smriti Irani's car 
in an inebriated state in 
Delhi.

Police reported that 
around 5 pm the min-
ister's security staff 
complained to the Po-
lice Control Room 
(PCR about the four 
youths chasing her car 
and trying to overtake 
her pilot car near the 
Myanmar Embassy in 
Chanakyapuri area.

According to Police 
report, All the four stu-
dents -- Anand Sharma, 
Avinash, Shitanshu, and 
Kunal -- are in the age 
group of 20-25 and were 
drunk and returning 

from a birthday party. 
Under Section 354 D 
(stalking) and Section 
509 (word, gesture or 
act intended to insult the 
modesty of a woman) of 
the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC), FIR was filed 
against the ‘chasers’.

According to the 
medical report, they 
were first detained for 
interrogation at the 
Chanakyapuri police 
station and later the four 
tested positive for alco-
hol, confirming that they 
were intoxicated while 
trying to overtake the 
Union Minister’s car.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) 
said that these students 
tried to overtake Irani’ 
vehicle when she was 
crossing the Moti Bagh 
flyover.

Pakistan rejects Modi's remarks on 
'surgical strikes', calls it baseless
Pakistan today rejected 

as "false and baseless" 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's claims 
on the 'surgical strikes' on 
terrorist camps in Paki-
stani territory.

At an interactive session 
at the Central Hall West-
minster in London, Modi 
said on Wednesday that 
India waited to inform Pa-
kistan about the operation 
before disclosing it to the 
media and the people.

"I said before India gets 
to know, we should call 
Pakistan and tell them. 
We were calling them 
since 11 AM but they 
were scared to come on 
the phone, at 12 we spoke 
to them and then told the 

Indian media,” Narendra 
Modi said.

Reacting to Prime Min-
ister Modi's remarks, Pa-
kistan's Foreign Office 
spokesperson Moham-
mad Faisal told the media 
that the claims about the 
surgical strike by the In-
dian military was a "lie" 
and "repeating it doesn't 
turn it into the truth".

India said its special 
forces conducted the 
surgical strike across the 
Line of Control (LoC) on 
29 September, which di-
vides Jammu and Kash-
mir between the two 
countries and inflicted 
heavy casualties on ter-
rorists preparing to infil-
trate into Indian Kashmir.

AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi has said he 
would provide all legal 
help to the families of 
any of the victims of 
the 2007 Mecca Mas-
jid blast in Hyderabad 
if they want to appeal 
against the verdict in the 
case.

The Hyderabad MP 
also slammed the Na-
tional Investigation 
Agency (NIA) by calling 
it blind and deaf, which 
had conducted the probe 
into the Mecca Masjid 
blast case.

“If the family of any 
victim wants to appeal 

against the verdict, then 
I am ready to provide 
them legal help. People 
call NIA a caged par-
rot, but I will say that it 
is blind and deaf also,” 
Owaisi said.

Earlier, Owaisi alleged 
that the NIA had in-
tentionally botched the 

probe into the case.
He alleged, “This 

whole prosecution done 
by the NIA was basical-
ly to ensure that all the 
accused are acquitted by 
courts,” “I do not have 
any complaint against 
the courts, as it is for 
the prosecution to prove. 

This is not a small 
crime.”

A special NIA court 
on Monday acquitted 
all the 10 accused in-
cluding Swami Aseema-
nand in the Hyderabad’s 
Mecca Masjid blast 
case citing a lack of  
evidence.
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Penalty only for customers, 
not on bank why?



Tamil Nadu Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit on 
Tuesday landed himself 
in the middle of yet an-
other controversy after 
patting the cheek of a 
woman journalist during 
a media interaction, 
though ‘patronisingly but 
without her consent’ at 
a press conference held 
in Raj Bhavan where he 
denied any link with a 
woman professor, who 

allegedly lured four girl 
students to offer sexual 
favours to top officials in 
Madurai Kamaraj Uni-
versity (MKU).

The woman journalist 
took to Twitter after the 
media interaction: “...
Still not able to get rid 
of it. So agitated and an-
gered Mr. Governor Ban-
warilal Purohit. It might 
be an act of appreciation 
by you and grandfatherly 

attitude. But to me you 
are wrong.” “This, mo-
ments after he dismissed 
a barrage of questions 
about allegations of sex-
ual misconduct against 
himself. Unprofessional 
behaviour — and com-
pletely uncalled for to 
touch a stranger without 
her consent, especially a 
woman,” she tweeted.

She further tweeted, “I 
asked TN Governor Ban-

warilal Purohit a question 
as his press conference 
was ending. He decided 
to patronisingly — and 
without consent — pat 
me on the cheek as a re-
ply.”

At the end of the press 
conference, Purohit 
shocked everyone when 
he patted the journalist 
on her cheek who asked 
her about the clear the 
air over the issue of the 
woman professor drop-
ping the name of the 
Governor in the leaked 
audio clip that went vi-
ral,

The governor also ruled 
out his resignation in the 
wake of the controversy 
over the sex scandal. He 
has denied his involve-
ment and said that he had 
nothing to do with the 
controversy.
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Manmohan Singh on Kathua, Unnao rape cases: PM Modi 
to speak more often, 'should follow own advice to me'

Hitting out at Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for his long silence over 
the Kathua and Unn-
ao rape cases, former 
Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh asked him to 
"follow his own advice” 
and “speak more often”. 
Often criticised for not 
speaking up on critical 
issues, especially during 
the last years of his 10-
year tenure, Manmo-
han Singh said he “had 
lived with comments 
like these his whole  
life”.

In an exclusive inter-
view, Singh said he was 
glad that Modi finally 
broke his silence last 
Friday at an event in 

Delhi commemorating 
the birth anniversary of 
B R Ambedkar when he 
said the “daughters of 
India” will get justice 
and the guilty won’t be 
spared. 

Two recent incidents 
-the rape and murder of 
an eight-year-old girl in 
Kathua district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the 
alleged rape of a teen-
ager by a BJP MLA in 
Unnao - have triggered 
massive protests in the 
country. After a long 
silence, Narendra Modi 
on Friday called the in-
cidents “shame” for the 
country and asserted 
that the guilty will not 
be spared.

He said, “But I think 
the Prime Minister 
should follow his own 
advice to me and he 
should speak more of-
ten. Through press (re-
ports) I know that he 
used to criticize me for 
not speaking up. I feel 
that the advice that he 
used to give me, he 

should follow it him-
self.”

Asked about the man-
ner in which the BJP 
would taunt him, call-
ing him ‘Maun-Mo-
han Singh’, the for-
mer PM said he “had 
lived with comments 
like these his whole  
life”.

Cash Crunch: Is there a Financial Emergency 
going on in the country asks Mamata Banerjee

Amid reports of ATMs 
running dry in several 
states, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee today said the devel-
opment was a reminder 
of demonetization days. 
She also asked whether 
a "financial emergency" 
was going on in the coun-
try.

There have been re-
ports of currency short-
age in at least six states 
-- Gujarat, eastern Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana.

Mamata Banerjee 
tweeted, "Seeing reports 
of ATMs running out of 
cash in several States. 
Big notes missing. The 
reminder of #DeMoneti-

sation days. Is 
there a Finan-
cial Emergen-
cy going on in 
the country? 
#CashCrunch 
# C a s h l e s -
sATMs.”

H o w e v e r , 
Union Fi-
nance Min-
ister Arun 
Jaitley said 
there was 
"more than 
a d e q u a t e " 
currency in circulation 
and the temporary short-
age in certain states was 
being "tackled quickly". 
He assured,  "Overall, 
there is more than the ad-
equate currency in circu-
lation and also available 

with banks. The tempo-
rary shortage caused by 
the 'sudden and unusual 
increase' (in demand) in 
some areas is being tack-
led quickly."

Complaints regarding 
the shortage of curren-

cy started from parts of 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
and Bihar on Monday. 
According to the Reserve 
Bank of India data, On 
April 6, currency in cir-
culation was Rs 18.17 
lakh crore.

TN governor Banwarilal in soup for 'patting' 
woman journalist on cheek 'without consent'

Sushma Swaraj to visit China later this 
week for Shanghai Cooperation Summit

India’s External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
slated to hold bilateral 
talks with her Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi 
during her two-day Chi-
na visit, which will begin 
on Saturday, 21 April. 
After her China visit, she 
will travel to Magnolia. 

Swaraj, who will be ar-
riving in China on April 
21, will meet Wang on 
the sidelines of the for-
eign ministers’ meeting 
at the Shanghai Coop-
eration Summit (SCO). 
She is scheduled to take 
part in the SCO Foreign 
Ministers meeting on 
April 24, official sources 
in New Delhi said.

This will be their first 
meeting since Wang’s el-
evation last month as the 

State Councillor, which 
makes him the top dip-
lomat in the Chinese hi-
erarchy. He will hold the 
dual posts of the State 
Councillor and Foreign 
Minister. 

The SCO meeting 
comprises China, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia, Tajikistan, Uz-
bekistan, India, and Pa-

kistan.
Visits by Swaraj and 

Sitharaman are tak-
ing place as India and 
China have stepped up 
high-level exchanges to 
defuse tensions follow-
ing last year’s Dokalam 
standoff.Sitharaman is 
due to take part in the 
SCO Defence Ministers 
meeting on April 24. 

This will be their first 
meeting which makes 
him the top diplomat in 
the Chinese hierarchy. 
He will hold the dual 
posts of the State Coun-
cillor and Foreign Min-
ister.

India-China ties were 
severely hit by the 73-
day military stand-off 
near their border in 2017.

Shiv Sena attacks Fadnavis 
over farmers issue said 

'Maharashtra CM beating 
drums without sound'

The Shiv Sena Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis today said Ma-
harashtra CM is beat-
ing drums that have no 
sound while taking a dig 
over the recent unsea-
sonal rains and falling 
prices of vegetables.

The Uddhav Thac-
keray-led outfit, which 
is part of the ruling co-
alition, said Fadnavis 
should pay attention 
to the falling prices of 
sugar, tomatoes, onions 
and other farm produce 
which have adversely 
affected agriculturists in-
stead of bragging about 
development during his 
tenure.

The Sena said in an 
editorial in party mouth-
piece 'Saamana' that 
"The chief minister talks 
about having details of 
development in his ten-
ure, increase in agricul-
ture production and effi-

cient implementation of 
the loan waiver scheme 
in a pen drive."

"The CM can con-
tinue beating this drum 
that has no noise but he 
should also pay attention 
to the falling prices of 
tomatoes, onions, sugar 
and other agricultural 
produce," the Marathi 
daily added.

The Sena further 
added a cultivator in 
Ahmednagar district 
called a music band and 
destroyed his own crop 
by letting cattle graze it 
amid music while citing 
an example of the trau-
ma the falling prices of 
farm items has had on 
farmers.

The Sena publication 
said distressed farmers 
have no option but to 
destroy their own crops 
if they do not fetch even 
the basic cost of produc-
tion.

DMK protests burnt effigies 
of H Raja, demands arrest 

over ‘illegitimate child’ jibe
The DMK held protests 

across Tamil Nadu after 
BJP National Secretary 
H Raja took a veiled dig 
at DMK Rajya Sabha MP 
and DMK President M 
Karunanidhi’s daughter, 
Kanimozhi and demand-
ed his arrest.Protests and 
demonstrations were held 
against Raja’s remark 
in Thiruvarur, Perum-
balur, Namakkal, Kara-
ikudi, Tiruppur, Velur, 
Salem, Cuddalore, and 
Tirunelveli.

Effigies of the BJP lead-
er were beaten up with 
slippers and burnt across 
the state with slogans 

rang in the air calling for 
his arrest in some places.

According to Puthiya 
Thalamurai, Women pro-
testers beat his effigy with 
brooms in Namakkal.

Protesters and the po-
lice clashed at the demon-
stration site in Thiruvarur, 
while all protesters were 
detained in Perumbalur 
due to tensions between 
those protesting and the 
police. As per the report, 
protesting DMK work-
ers blocked the roads in 
Karaikudi due to which 
the police beefed up se-
curity at H Raja’s home in 
the town.

BJP MP Rakesh 
Singh replaces 

Nandkumar 
Singh as Madhya 

Pradesh state 
party chief

The BJP leadership on 
Wednesday announced  
Rakesh Singh as Madhya 
Pradesh state party chief. 
The MP from Jabalpur in 
the state and chief whip 
of the party in the Lok 
Sabha will replace Nand-
kumar Singh Chauhan 
who had expressed a ‘de-
sire’ to be relieved of his 
duties.

Singh is considered to 
be a veteran in MP pol-
itics and his supporters 
have often highlight-
ed his social and public 
work.

According to sources, 
Singh's name was final-
ised in the BJP's state 
core group meeting in 
Bhopal last night. The 
meeting was also attend-
ed by Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
and BJP organisational 
secretary Ram Lal. Chau-
han, who had become 
the party chief in MP in 
August of 2014, recently 
courted controversy for 
saying the Kathua rape 
‘by Pakistan’s agents to 
divide to society’ has 
been in the post since Au-
gust 2014.
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Sushma Swaraj confirms All members 
of Indian family missing in US are dead

Jodhpur court allows Salman Khan to 
travel abroad

Kathua case: Delhi High Court slaps 
fine of Rs 10 lakh each on media 

house for disclosing victim's identity

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has 
confirmed the Indian family that had gone 
missing during a road trip between Oregon 
to California in the US is no more.Sushma 
took to Twitter to express grief over the tragic 
deaths of Sandeep Thottapilly and his family.

Bollywood actor Salman Khan, who is out on 
bail in a 1998 blackbuck poaching case has 
been granted permission to travel outside In-
dia by Jodhpur District and Sessions Court.
According to reports, the actor will be trav-
eling to Canada, Nepal and the USA from 25 
May to 10 July. But, Salman has not clarified 
the reason behind his requirement to travel 
abroad.

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday slapped 
Rs 10 lakh fine on each media house for re-
vealing the identity of the eight-year-old Kath-
ua rape victim and directed the fine to transfer 
the collected amount to Jammu and Kashmir 
victim's compensation fund. The court further 
warned that anyone disclosing rape victim's 
identity can be imprisoned for six-month.
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the value of digital payments through RuPay Pos has increased massively in 
the past one year, showing that the Indian economy is moving rapidly towards a 
digital economy. : Ravi shankar Prasad, Information technology Minister of India

Aviation sector registers a record 28% growth in March 2018. we are the 
fastest growing in the world. I am taking several steps to further boost this 

growth: suresh Prabhu, Minister of Commerce and Industry, India

India is a youthful country. 50% 
of India’s population is below the 
age of 35. The young population is 
poised to put India as the workforce 
of the world. However, that will hap-
pen only if India manages to create a 
pool of skilled and employable indi-
viduals who don’t become a liability 
on the nation. Venturesity is a startup 
that helps companies in identifying 
talents from the country. In the pro-
cess, it provides aspirants a platform 
to test their abilities.

 Venturesity offers several chal-
lenges from various fields on its 
website. An aspirant can take up any 
of these challenges and present a 
solution. Companies scroll through 
these solutions and determine em-
ployability of the applicants. The 
challenges range from coding tests 
to hacking tasks. The company was 
founded in 2013 by Prashant Koirala 
and Subhendu Panigrahi. Since then, 
it has received funding in excess of 
25K dollars from various corporate 

giants. In today’s date, over 200 
companies look out for promising 
candidates on the platform provid-
ed by Venturesity. The solutions of 
challenges are compiled in a port-
folio and present to hiring partners. 
The company also provides learning 
material to candidates before they 
take up a challenge. Venturesity is 
playing a leading role in solving the 
problem of talent dearth across the 
world. It brings employers and aspi-
rants together on one platform.

Job seekers can pick a particular 
problem, go through preparatory 
videos to prepare for the challenge 
and submit their solutions through 
their dashboard. The challenges 
could be offline ( like a hackathon 
or codesprint) or online ( product 
management challenge, app devel-
opment etc ).

 Venturesity believes in Start get-
ting noticed for the skillsyou have! 
Compete with the best and challenge 
yourself on

Business
Jio Home to offer HD channels in Rs 400 Per 
Month: ReportLife has become miserable for the majority of 

residents, especially traders with ATMs in the city 
running out of cash which reminded people of the 
demonetization days. The cash crunch in few states 
in the country including Gujarat has become worse. 

However, to take a stock of the situation, the Fi-
nance Ministry reportedly had a meeting with the Re-
serve Bank of India and other banks last week.

ATMs go dry, Cash crunch is back

Several parts of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Bihar and poll-bound Karnataka have report-
ed the shortage of currency and ATMs running down, 
the government on Tuesday said that it has taken steps 
to ramp up the minting of Rs 500 currency notes by 
five times.

Cash Crunch: Government to increase 
printing of Rs 500 notes by five times

After disrupting the dynamics of telecom sector in In-
dia, Jio Home TV, is set to be the telecom giant's next 
big project that will reportedly offer a fresh change in 
the Indian Direct-to-Home (DTH) space. Service that 
currently is being tested by the company. 

The media reports further claim that the Jio Home TV 
would allow users to watch SD channels for a monthly 
price of Rs. 

Buzz

Taking on the rising 
competition from market 
leader Ola, Cab aggrega-
tor Uber Wednesday said 
it is "doubling down" on 
its investment in the In-
dian market, pumping 
in funds to expand its 
products, partnerships 
and technology head-
count in the country.

Barney Harford, Uber 
COO said that India is a 
core market from Uber for 
now as well as the future, 
“We are doubling down 
on our investments in this 
country like never be-

fore,” Uber COO Barney 
Hardford told reporters.

Harford is slated to vis-
it Delhi, Hyderabad, and 
Mumbai during his four-
day visit from April 17-
20. Notably, Hartford’s 

visit to India comes with-
in months of Uber CEO 
Dara Khosrowshahi India 
trip in February this year.  

Further, he added that 
the company’s recent 
deal with Grab in South 

East Asia has “freed up 
resources which we are 
going to invest across 
people, products, and 
partnerships that can bet-
ter serve this country and 
the cities that we operate 

in”.
Company’s recent 

deal with Grab in South 
East Asia has "freed 

up resources which we 
are going to invest across 
people, products, and 
partnerships that can bet-
ter serve this country and 
the cities that we operate 
in", he added.

FM Arun Jaitley: No cash crunch in India, 
temporary shortage being tackled

Amidst the cash 
crunch reports in many 
states, Union Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley 
on Tuesday took to his 
Twitter account to ac-
knowledged that there is 
a cash crunch in various 
parts of the country.

"Have reviewed the 
currency situation in the 
country.  Overall there is 
more than the adequate 
currency in circulation 
and also available with 

the Banks.  The tempo-
rary shortage caused by 
‘sudden and unusual in-
crease’ in some areas is 
being tackled quickly", 
Jaitley tweeted.

The Reserve Bank of 
India on Tuesday formed 
a committee to tide over 
the cash crunch crisis 
that has hit a few states 
in the country to take a 
stock of the situation.

As per Business Stan-
dard reports, a recent 

analysis by the RBI to 
the finance ministry 
found that the rate of 
cash withdrawal was far 
more than the cash de-
posits in banks in states 
such as Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Karnataka, Ma-
harashtra, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Telangana. 

Complaints about 
ATMs going dry started 
flowing out after banks 
in Gujarat said they 
were not getting enough 
cash from the Reserve 
Bank of India. Business-
men and farmers are the 
worst hit as the trading 
cycle has been affected 
adversely.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley had blamed the 
temporary shortage on 
“sudden and unusual in-
crease” withdrawals for 
the situation.

India to Improve Banks’ Ability to go After 
Debtors : International Monetary Fund

India have to strengthen 
its ability of banks to go 
after debtors and warned 
that debts negatively im-
pact investments, Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) urged.

“The corporate debt 
overhang and associated 
banking sector credit qual-
ity concerns exert a drag 
on investment in India,” 
the IMF’s World Econom-
ic Outlook report released 
on Tuesday said.

The report further ex-
plains The recapitalisation 
plan of 2017 for major 
public sector banks “will 
help replenish capital buf-
fers and improve the bank-
ing sector’s ability to sup-
port growth”, it “should be 
part of a broader package 
of financial reforms to 
improve the governance 
of public sector banks, 
and banks’ debt recovery 
mechanisms should be 
further enhanced.”

The Reserve Bank of 
India said in a statement 
that such loans were 10.2 
percent of all the banking 
assets till September 2017 
and was projected to grow 
to 10.8 percent by March 
and 11.1 percent by Sep-
tember 2018 while high-
lighting the seriousness of 
the bad loans or non-per-
forming assets problem.

“India’s high public 
debt and recent failure to 
achieve the budget’s defi-
cit target call for contin-
ued fiscal consolidation 

into the medium term to 
further strengthen fiscal 
policy credibility,” anoth-
er cautionary note in the 
IMF report said.

Overall, “the medi-
um-term growth outlook 
for India is strong,” the 
report said.

It further added, 
“Growth is expected to 
gradually rise with con-
tinued implementation 
of structural reforms that 
raise productivity and in-
centivise private invest-
ment.”

Good news for PM Modi govt: India to 
make South Asia the fastest growing

The World Bank has 
observed that the Indian 
economy has recuperated 
from the negative effects 
of demonetisation and 
the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) and predicted 
a growth rate of 7.3 per-
cent for the country in 
2018. This development 
has come as a booster for 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The bank also acknowl-
edged that economic ac-
tivities have been setback 
due to disruptions from 
demonetisation and the 
implementation of GST 
which has the potentially 
larger negative effect on 

the poor and vulnerable. 
The apex international 

financial institution has 
also forecasted a rate of 
growth of 7.5 percent for 
2019 and 2020.

In its twice-a-year 
South Asia Economic 
Focus report, the World 
Bank said that the growth 
is expected to accelerate 
from 6.7 percent in 2017 
to 7.3 percent in 2018, 
and will subsequently 
stabilize.

The report also ex-
pressed that India should 
strive to accelerate in-
vestments and exports to 
take advantage of the re-
covery in global growth, 

supported by a sustained 
recovery in private in-
vestment and private con-
sumption.

Meanwhile, data 
showed on Tuesday that 
China's industrial out-
put grew 6.0 percent in 
March from a year earli-
er, missing expectations, 
while fixed-asset invest-
ment growth slowed to 
7.5 percent in the first 
quarter, also below fore-
casts.

Investment growth had 
also been expected to 
ease, to 7.6 percent in the 
first three months of the 
year, from 7.9 percent in 
January-February.

Uber plans to double the investment in Indian market

India’s
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MR. PUNIT GOeNKA
MD & CeO, Zee eNTeRTAINMeNT

AIMA Managing 
India Awards, one 
of the most coveted 
leadership honours 
in the country, to-
day honoured Mr. 
Punit Goenka, MD 
& CEO, Zee Enter-
tainment Enterprises 
Ltd. (ZEEL) with the 
‘Outstanding Con-
tribution to Media’ 
Award. The AIMA 

Awards facilitates outstanding achievers who have 
made a fundamental difference in the industry setting 
new benchmarks and created an edge above peers for 
others to emulate.
Being the Managing Director and Chief Executive Of-
fice of Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd. (ZEEL, Punit 
has been extremely successful in enhancing the compa-
ny's performance and in driving the company towards 
its set goals. Under his leadership, ZEEL has achieved 
scores of milestones and prestigious awards, elevating 
the brand to a global cadre. Dun & Bradstreet - Rolta 
Corporate Award, BusinessworldInfocom ICT Award, 
IMC Fusion Award 2013 for Excellence in Media, are 
some of the many such awards bagged by ZEEL during 
Punit's tenure. His futuristic vision and sharp acumen in 
the new media domain, has led the company to launch 
the nation's first ever Over the Top Television Platform. 
Punit is also responsible for expanding the company's 
global presence across 169 countries, and its reach to 
over 700 million viewers. Being an active member of 
the Indian Broadcasting Foundation, Punit has played 
a crucial role in the Industry's paradigm shift towards 
digitization and Broadcast Audience Research Council. 
He also has an honorary position on the Enactus India 
National Advisory Board
On being recognised for making difference , Mr. Punit 
Goenka said, “I dedicate this award to our Chairman, 
Shri. Subhash Chandra. It was his pioneering vision, 
which has sparked up an entire industry in itself, creat-
ing millions of jobs across the nation."

MALLIKA SRINIvASAN
CeO OF OF TRACTORS AND FARM 
eqUIPMeNT LIMITeD

When the num-
ber one country 
in the world gives 
you a call, you 
either pinch your-
self twice before 
receiving it or re-
gret not answering 
it. The American 
dream got hold 
of the Indians in 
the 90s and still 
continues to do 
in the 21st cen-

tury. One such Indian is Satya Narayana Nadella. 
Born in Hyderabad in 1967, Nadella had the dream 
to make it big since childhood. He traveled to the 
US for accomplishing his Master of Science de-
gree in Computer Science. Later he received his 
MBA degree from the University of Chicago. At 
the time of his marriage in 1992, he held a green 
card in America. But his wife ‘s VISA was reject-
ed time and time again. As a result, she only had 
to visit him as a tourist in America. Tired of the 
situation, Nadella decided to take legal help from 
Microsoft’s lawyers where he has been working 
for sometime by then. The lawyers came up with a 
solution that could have either freed Nadella and his  
wife Anupama or completely crush his green 
card. They advised him to give up his green card 
and apply for a renewable H1-B VISA where 
he can bring his wife to America with any prob-
lem. His plan worked out and he was able to 
meet his spouse after 2 years. Talking about 
his professional life, Nadella, the Executive  
Vice-President, has always led major projects in 
Microsoft which has helped the company to reach 
new heights. On February 4, 2014, Nadella was an-
nounced as the new CEO of Microsoft. Under the 
Indian CEO, Microsoft has taken part in high profile 
acquisitions of other companies, with Mojang being 
the best of all. Since Nadella took the hot seat, Mi-
crosoft’s stock has risen by more than 60 per cent, 
an all-time high.
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India working with US to resolve 
mutual trade issues : Prabhu

India and the UK to 
boost investment in huge 
potential sectors includ-
ing manufacturing, de-
fence, pharmaceuticals 
and start-ups, a report 
by the UK India Busi-
ness Council (UKIBC) 
has said.

The report disclosed 
that "Exciting trends in 
digitisation, including 
the onset of 4-IR (in-
dustrial revolution), are 
creating new investment 
opportunities. The rise 
of smart cities, the po-
tential of fintech, along 
with the start-up cul-
ture, has generated areas 
where investment poten-
tial is exponential but as 
yet largely untapped."

The industrial rev-
olution would impact 
virtually all sectors of 
the economies of India 
and the UK; and grow-
ing usage of artificial 
intelligence, robotics, 
Internet of Things, the 
blockchain, big data and 
3D printing open new 
opportunities for collab-
orations and investment 

in both countries.
It said that the current 

business environment 
in both the countries is 
conducive for mutual in-
vestment relationships, 
making a case for early 
negotiations for a free 
trade agreement.

UK and India bilater-
al investment relation-
ship report said that a 

continued focus on ease 
of doing business will 
pay more immediate 
dividends in promot-
ing investments and 
strengthening economic  
ties.

It further added, "A 
bilateral investment 
treaty, which includes 
provisions to protect 
and promote foreign di-

rect investment flows, 
would be a step toward 
securing the long-term 
UK-India trade and in-
vestment relationship."

UK investment in In-
dia's tier 2 cities includ-
ing Assam, West Bengal, 
and Telangana are ex-
pected to increase in the 
coming years, the report 
said.
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Miguel Diaz-Canel set to become First Non-
Castro Leader in almost 60 years

Sex assault claim against UNAIDS 
executive headway to full-blown crisis

Initiated with sexual assault allegations against a 
male UNAIDS executive and a heavily-criticised 
internal investigation that exonerated the accused. 
Now, The crisis involving sexual assault accusations 
against former deputy executive director Luiz Lou-
res has spread, raising pressure on the overall head 
of the organisation.

Airport remain Closed after Malaysian 
jet skids off runway

Cuba's Raul Castro was just hours away from re-
tiring as president on Wednesday, with his 57-year-
old First Vice President Miguel Mario Diaz-Canel 
Bermudez as sole candidate to succeed Raul Castro 
as president of Cuba, in a shift that will usher in the 
island's first non-Castro leader since the 1959 revo-
lution.

Nepal's only international airport remained closed 
Friday after all 139 people on board a Malaysian pas-
senger plane had a miraculous escape when the Kuala 
Lumpur-bound flight skidded off the runway.

The Kathmandu Post reported that Tribhuvan In-
ternational Airport (TIA) was forced to halt all inter-
national flights after the incident involving Malindo 
Air jet late last night. At least a dozen of international 
flights was cancelled after the incident.
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The government on 
Tuesday said it is en-
gaged with the United 
States to ‘work –out’ all 
trade issues even as the 
latter has decided to re-
view India’s eligibility to 
enjoy duty-free access for 
certain products under a 
tax benefit scheme.

Last week US Assis-
tant Trade Representative 
(USTR) Mark Limscott 
was here for talks pro-
viding India the first op-
portunity to put across 
its case for an exemption 
along the lines of the ones 
the US has allowed to Ar-
gentina, Australia, Bra-
zil, Canada, Mexico and 
South Korea, as also the 
European Union. About 
the visit, Prabhu said, “we 
are in touch with the US 
at all levels.”

In a conversation, 
Commerce and industry 
minister Suresh Prabhu 
said the US is India’s 
important trading partner 
and the latter has a large 

trade surplus with it. “We 
have a special relation-
ship with the US, which 
is multi-faceted, multi-di-
mensional and also very 
strategic. We are working 
with the US to address the 
trade issues.”

Besides, the fact that 
the US has dragged In-
dia to the World Trade 
Organisation’s dispute 
settlement mechanism 
challenging Indian ex-
port incentive schemes, 
US has also added India 
to its watch list of coun-
tries alleging question-
able foreign exchange  

policies.
In a conversation with 

Linscott, Prabhu said, 
"We are working with the 
US to address the trade is-
sues...they are among our 
most important trading 
partners."

He said that over four 
million Indians are living 
in the US and it is one 
of the major markets for 
goods and services ex-
ports. “In a situation like 
this, the US has taken cer-
tain unilateral actions. So 
we will follow the rules 
of WTO as well as talk to 
them,” he added.

UKIBC report: Immense opportunities 
in defence, manufacturing, pharma 

deepen India, UK investments

Major Airlines Inspecting Boeing 737 
Engines After Fatal Southwest Accident

Major airlines are ur-
gently inspecting Boeing 
Co's popular 737 jets in-
cluding Korean Air Lines 
Co Ltd said on Wednes-
day they were inspecting 
engines of the type that 
blew apart mid-air on a 
fatal Southwest Airlines 
Co flight. The emergency 
on Flight 1380 was caused 
after a failed fan blade in 
its engine sent shrapnel 
ripping into the jet’s fuse-
lage, smashing a window, 
which almost sucked a 
woman out the aircraft. 
One of 144 passengers 
died. Major Boeing cus-
tomers, including Korean 

Air and Japan Airlines, 
confirmed Wednesday that 
they would be carrying out 
inspections on aircraft that 
have the same fan blade.

A Korean Air official 
told Reuters as much as 
30 percent of its 35 Boeing 
737 jets use the same type 
of fan blade as the one on 
the Southwest jet. Two of 
its aircraft have the same 
engine type and will be in-

spected Wednesday, Japan 
Airlines said. But some 
Boeing 737 operators, 
such as Australia’s Qantas, 
said their 737 engines were 
slightly different from the 
Southwest type and won’t 
require inspection. South-
west said it is speeding up 
inspections of all related 
engines out of extra cau-
tion, which it expects to 
complete within 30 days.

Donald Trump's Green 
Signal to North Korea's 

suspension of nuclear tests
US President Donald 

Trump has delightfully 
welcomed a statement 
by North Korean lead-
er Kim Jong Un that he 
will immediately suspend 
nuclear and missile tests 
and abolish a nuclear test 
site. US President said he 
looked forward to a sum-
mit with Kim.

Trump took to Twitter 
to share the development 
and said in a message that 
"North Korea has agreed 
to suspend all Nuclear 
Tests and close up a ma-
jor test site. This is very 
good news for North Ko-
rea and the World - big 
progress! Look forward 
to our Summit."

The North's state media 
said in a statement that 
North Korea will suspend 
nuclear and missile tests 
effective immediately 

and abolish a nuclear test 
site in a bid to pursue eco-
nomic growth and peace 
on the Korean peninsula, 
ahead of planned sum-
mits with South Korea 
and the United States.

North Korea leader Kim 
Jong-un said his country 
has completed its goal of 
developing nuclear weap-
ons and no longer needed 
to conduct nuclear tests 
or intercontinental ballis-
tic missile tests, state me-
dia Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said.

KCNA said, "To guaran-
tee suspension of nuclear 
tests in a transparent man-
ner, the republic's northern 
nuclear test site will be 
abolished." after Kim con-
vened this year's first ple-
nary session of the Central 
Committee of the ruling 
Worker's Party on Friday.

South Korea to discuss peace agreement 
with North Korea ahead of summit

South Korea said today 
that it is considering how 
to change a decades-old 
armistice with North Ko-
rea into a peace agree-
ment, an unprecedented 
top-level meeting with 
the North Korean leader 
as confirmed by US of-
ficials. South Korea and 
a US-led UN force are 

technically still at war 
with North Korea after 
the Korean War ended 
with a truce, not a peace 
treaty.

With a bid to formally 
end the 1950-53 Kore-
an War a major factor in 
talks, old rivals North 
Korea and South Korea 
are preparing for their 

summit between Kim and 
South Korean President 
Moon Kae-in on April 27.

A high-ranking South 
Korean presidential offi-
cial said, “As one of the 
plans, we are looking at a 
possibility of shifting the 
Korean peninsula's armi-
stice to a peace regime."

"We want to include 
discussions to end hostile 
acts between the South 
and North"

Mike Pompeo become 
the first serving U.S. pres-
ident ever to meet a North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un when Pompeo visited 
Pyongyang over a week-
end at the end of March to 
discuss a planned summit 
with U.S. President Don-

ald Trump.
Pompeo's visit provid-

ed the strongest sign yet 
about Trump's willing-
ness to South Korea says 
it is considering how to 
change a decades-old ar-
mistice with North Korea 
into a peace agreement, as 
US officials confirmed an 
unprecedented top-level 
meeting with the North 
Korean leader.

Such discussions be-
tween the two Koreas, 
and between North Ko-
rea and the United States, 
would have been unthink-
able at the end of last year, 
after months of escalating 
tension, and fear of war, 
over the North's nuclear 
and missile programs.

Caravan won't end in Mexico, 
50 members reach U.S. border

Donald Trump's step 
to deploy the National 
Guard has not deterred 
a group of 50 Central 
American migrants, who 
set out from southern 
Mexico in late March 
have reached the U.S. 
border after having en-
dured the long journey.

Since peaking at 
around 1,500 people, the 
so-called migrant “cara-
van” has vowed to sepa-
rate those migrants with 
a right to stay in Mexi-
co from those who did 
not under pressure from 
Trump and Mexican mi-
gration authorities.

Some of those migrants 
on Wednesday began 

arriving in the Mexican 
border city of Tijuana and 
have requested asylum in 
the United States.

 Director of Juventud 
2000, an organization 
dedicated to assisting mi-
grants, Jose Maria Garcia 
said, “Since yesterday, 
some began to cross into 
the United States to turn 
themselves in from Tijua-
na and request asylum. 
We understand more of 
(the migrants) will do the 
same.” He further add-
ed, more migrants, many 
of whom are stranded in 
Mexico’s central states, 
are expected to arrive in 
the coming days.

“We will continue to 

receive them and it will 
be up to them if they stay 
in the country or leave,” 
Garcia said.

In Americas, Hon-
duras, El Salvador and 
Guatemala considered 
as the most violent and 
impoverished countries, 

prompting many peo-
ple to leave in search of 
a better life. Thousands 
of migrants -especially 
Central Americans- ven-
ture to cross Mexico and 
reach the United States 
every year, risking their 
lives along the way.

California rapper Kendrick 
Lamar becomes first rapper 

to win Pulitzer Prize for music

California rapper Ken-
drick Lamar has been 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize 
for music, the first pop art-
ist to win the august hon-
our, one of the most pres-
tigious arts awards in the 
United States.

Lamar, 30 won for the 
Pulitzer for his 2017 al-
bum DAMN, an eloquent, 
artful and fiercely soul-
ful album of hip-hop and 
modern R&B. With the 
honour, he has become 
the first music winner in 
the 100-year history of 
the Pulitzers to come from 
outside of the world of 
classical or jazz. 

With its 2018 prize, Pu-
litzer is telling the rest of 
world what many already 
know to be true: That Mr. 
Lamar, at 30 years old, is 
the greatest rapper alive, 
with a lyrical wizardry that 
is at turns poignant and 
knife-blade sharp – always 

fearless and often socially 
relevant.

Moreover, in honour-
ing Mr. Lamar, the first 
non-classical or jazz artist 
to win the award, Pulit-
zer places hip-hop on par 
with works by the greatest 
composers of the world. 
The other finalists for the 
prize were Quartet, by 
Michael Gilbertson and 
Sound from the Bench, by 
Ted Hearne.

Better is Pitchfork’s as-
sessment, in which Mat-
thew Trammell wrote that 
DAMN was a “widescreen 
masterpiece of rap, full of 
expensive beats, furious 
rhymes, and peerless sto-
rytelling about Kendrick’s 
destiny in America.”

Lamar's fusion of jazz, 
poetry, and blues with so-
cial themes and love songs 
has made him one of the 
most innovative rappers of 
his generation.

Blast near 
Indian 

Embassy 
Camp Office 

In Nepal, 
No Injuries
A small explosion 

took place outside a 
temporary Indian con-
sulate office in Nepal's 's 
Biratnagar. No injuries 
have been reported as no 
official was present in 
the office at the time of 
the incident. The tempo-
rary office was set up by 
India during the floods 
in Nepal and north Bi-
har in 2015. The office 
has been functioning 
since then. The security 
around the blast site has 
been upped after the in-
cident.

According to a source 
in New Delhi said a 
small explosion took 
place at Biratnagar at 
the Indian Embassy 
consulate office. The 
explosion took place 
around 8 pm last eve-
ning and caused a hole 
of around 1 foot by 1.5 
feet in the compound 
wall towards the se-
cluded rear of the office 
building complex.

Kathmandu Post re-
ported that Police said 
they are investigating to 
find out on who caused 
the blast. Biratnagar is 
the industrial capital of 
Nepal and 6 km north of 
the border of Bihar. 

Investigating officers 
suspect that cadres of 
a local political group 
have caused the blast. 
The party had called a 
general strike in Birat-
nagar.

Officials said, No one 
was in the office at the 
time of the incident.



Karan Johar’s Ka-
lank doesn't seems like 
an everyday film, the 
announcement of the 
film has increased the 
excitement of the fans 
to a peak level and the 
movie has become the 
talk of B-town. The epic 
drama set in the 1940s 
also features Madhuri 
Dixit and Sanjay Dutt 
will feature an ensemble 
cast of Sonakshi Sinha, 
Alia Bhatt, Varun Dha-
wan and Aditya Roy 
Kapur.

Interesting-
ly, Kalank has 
managed to 
pull off a casting 
coup of sorts as 
Madhuri and San-
jay will be reunit-
ing on the screen 
after a gap of 
20 years and 
only being 
backed by 
three power-
house producers 
but has 

Madhuri Dixit, who is 
currently shooting for 
Indra Kumar’s Total 
Dhamaal alongside Anil 
Kapoor, has been on 
the sets of Kalank and 
found it breathtaking.

The versatile actress 
took to Twitter to share 

her excitement and 
wrote, "Just finished 
my shoot with @An-
ilKapoor and #indra-
kumar on the sets of 
#TotalDhamaal and was 
phenomenal as usual. 
Now arrived at the sets 
of #Kalank 
with @

karanjohar for the look 
test. The sets are breath-
taking. Can’t wait for 
you to see both films!!"

“Kalank has been an 
emotional journey for 
me. A germ of an idea 
that I had nearly 15 
years ago; a film that 
was in pre-production 
stage helmed by my fa-
ther. I am now proud to 
pass it on to the capable 
and visionary hands of 
our director, Abhishek. 
The film is a beautiful-
ly structured story by 
Shibani Bathija, and has 

an exceptionally 
fluid narrative 

and screen-
play by 

Abh i shek ,” 
M e a K a r a n 
said in a 

s t a t e m e n t 
while talking 

about the film.

The ninth edi-
tion of Mi-

jwan event has be-
come a night worth 
remembering as 
the charming pair 
of Bollywood  
Ranbir Kapoor and 
Deepika Padukone 
came together to 
walk for a summer/
festive collection 
put together by 
designer Manish 
Malhotra.

The duo walked 
together for the 

first time for Mijwan. 
Showstoppers Ranbir Ka-
poor and Deepika Padu-
kone pose together at 
Mijwan 2018. Showstop-
pers Ranbir Kapoor and 
Deepika Padukone pose 
together at Mijwan 2018. 

The motive of the event 
is to spread awareness 
and garner support for 
the empowerment of ru-
ral women and their ed-
ucation.The annual fund-
raiser show inspired by a 
village in Uttar Pradesh, 
where late Urdu poet and 
Shabana Azmi’s father 
Kaifi Azmi was born, 
celebrates fashion for a 
cause.

Over the years, Mijwan 
has hosted some of the 
biggest stars from the film 
and entertainment indus-
try.Last year, the event 
was glittered by the im-
mense presence of Shah 
Rukh Khan and Anushka 
Sharma who had ramp to-
gether at Mijwan Fashion 
Show.

In Mijwan for Men, 
Manish Malhotra got Far-
han, Amitabh, Akshay, and 

Ranbir as showstoppers.
Both the actors have 

taken the spotlight at the 
fashion event. Malhotra 
is excited to showcase the 
variations of Chikankari 
along with elegant em-
broidery techniques with 
the 'Mijwan Summer 
2018' line.

Huawei sub-brand Hon-
or launched its latest 
flagship, Honor 10 at 
an event in Shanghai, 
China on Thursday. The 
AI 2.0-powered smart-
phone comes with 
a Huawei P20-like 
design language 
will make its global 
debut in London on 
May 15.
The phone has been 
launched in three 
colours – black, teal 
blue and a Twilight 
colour and bears 
‘notch’ on the front 
display, taking que 
from Huawei’s P20 
series. The Honor 10 
house dual-rear cam-
eras and a 24MP front 
camera. 3,400 mAh 
battery and retains 
the 3.5mm head-
phone jack.
The phone features 
a 5.84-inch full-HD 
LCD display with 
screen resolution of 
1080×2280 pixels. Pow-
ered by an octa-core 
HiSilicon Kirin 970 pro-
cessor, the phone’s 6GB 
RAM + 64GB variant 
has been priced at CNY 
2,599 (Approximate-
ly Rs 27,500) and 6GB 
+ 128GB variant will 
come at CNY (Approx-
imately Rs 31,500).

There is no official word 
on the launch of the 
phone in India. It may 
be recalled that Honor 
had launched the be-

zel-less View 10 smart-
phone with an Artificial 
Intelligence (AI)-en-
abled chipset in India in 
January at Rs 29,999.
The phone with Kirin 
970 chipset features 
AI-powered “Real-Time 
Scene” and “Object Rec-
ognition” technology. 

Honor 10 price has been 
set at CNY 2,599 for the 
6GB RAM/ 64GB in-
built storage variant and 
CNY 2,999 for the 6GB/ 

128GB version.
Connectivity options 
on the Honor 10 in-
clude 4G LTE, Wi-Fi, 
and Bluetooth. Dimen-
sions of the handset are 
149.6x71.2x7.7mm and 
weight is 153 grams. It 
has support for Huawei 
Pay in China.

Bollywood Superstar 
Salman Khan has filed a 
petition on Tuesday be-
fore the Jodhpur District 
and Sessions Court for 
permission to travel to 
four countries. The actor 
is currently out on bail. 

Salman’s petition comes 
in the wake of his bail 
in the 1998 black buck 
poaching case which had 
come with some condi-
tions, one of them being 
that he could not leave 
the country and is sup-

posed to appear in court 
again on May 7. He was 
released on two bail 
bonds of Rs 25,000 each.

The actor had been re-
leased on bail on April 7 
after being sentenced to 
five years in jail with a 
fine of Rs 10,000. The ac-
tor had spent two nights 
in Jodhpur Central Jail 
before he was granted 
bail by the Jodhpur court. 

Salman was the only one 
to be convicted whereas 
his co-accused, Saif Ali 
Khan, Tabu, Neelam and 
Sonali Bendre, walked 

free for lack of evidence. 
He was found guilty un-
der Section 9/51 of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972, for killing two 
blackbucks, which is 
prohibited by law. The 
incident reportedly took 
place on the intervening 
night of October 1-2, 
1998, in Kankani village 
near Jodhpur, during the 
shooting of Hum Saath 
Saath Hain movie. Along 
with five years of impris-
onment, the Bollywood 
superstar was also fined 
Rs 10,000.

Sanjay Dutt biopic is 
one of the most anticipat-
ed films of the year. The 
film, which stars Ranbir 
Kapoor portraying San-
jay Dutt’s journey is slat-
ed to hit the theatres on 
June 29.

The pics of Ranbir 
Kapoor in the Sanjay’s 
avatar from the set has 
already got the audience 
excited and went viral. 
The film is directed by 
Rajkumar Hirani.

Now as the release date 

of the film draws closer, 
fans have been eagerly 
waiting to get a sneak 
peek of the film in its 
teaser. As per the reports, 
the wait of Ranbir Ka-
poor's is almost over as 
the film’s trailer will ap-
parently be out on April 
27. Moreover, the film’s 
trailer will be attached to 
Hollywood film Avengers 
Infinity War from April 
27.

Ramesh Bala, Trade 
analyst took to Twitter 
and confirmed the news 
saying, #RanbirKapoor's 
#Sanju - The #Sanjay-

Dutt Biopic's Trailer 
will be released on Apr 
24th evening. Theatrical 
Trailer will be attached 
to #AvengersInfinityWar 
from Apr 27th.”

Meanwhile, the veteran 
actor Amitabh Bachchan 
has already watched the 
film’s teaser during his 
shoot with Ranbir in Bul-
garia and he was bowled 
by his performance. In 
fact, Bombay Times 
quoted Big B revealed 
that after watching the 
teaser, he was heard say-
ing, “So you got Sanju to 
do this shot?”
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The first four months of 
the year have been proven 
blockbuster at the box of-
fice for Bollywood. With 
Padmaavat leading the 
pack, the performances 
of the three lead actors — 
Deepika Padukone, Sha-
hid Kapoor, and Ranveer 
Singh — were lauded by 
the audience and critics.

And now, Shahid who 
has passionately por-
trayed the character of 
Maharawal Ratan Singh 
act will be awarded as 
the best leading actor at 
the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Excellence Awards this 

year. The actor has gar-
nered immense appre-
ciation for his dialogue 
delivery and to positive-
ly showcase the power of 
Rajput which has risen 
the flag of Rajput even 
more higher.

To be held on 21 April, 
the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Excellence Awards will 
also felicitate Ranveer 
Singh for Padmaavat, 
Anushka Sharma for her 
innings as a producer, 
and Tammannah Bhatia 
for her work in Baahub-
ali.

The award show orga-

nizers, the Mumbai-based 
Dadasaheb Phalke Foun-
dation, have joined hands 
with Smile Foundation's 
She Can Fly initiative for 
girl child empowerment, 
read a statement.

In the grand show, the 
talented actor Rajkum-

mar Rao will be feted as 
Best Actor for Newton, 
while Kriti Sanon will 
get Best Actress for Ba-
reilly Ki Barfi and Aditi 
Rao Hydari will get the 
Critic's Choice Best Ac-
tress honor for her role in 
Bhoomi.

Honor 10 with iPhone X-Like Notch 
launched: Price, specs and more

Grand Reunion! Ranbir, Deepika 
come together for Mijwan 2018

Dadasaheb Phalke Excellence: Shahid Kapoor to be honoured 
for historical character of 'Maharawal Ratan Singh'

Trailer of Ranbir Kapoor starrer Sanjay 
Dutt biopic to release on April 27

Prabhas movie Saaho to be distributed 
by T-Series in north Indian markets

After the humongous 
response to Prabhas’ 
Baahubali franchise, 
there has been immense 
excitement about the ac-
tor’s upcoming project 
Saaho. The film directed 
by Sujeeth is made in 
three languages (Hindi, 
Tamil, and Telugu) and 
also stars Bollywood 
actor Shraddha Kapoor 
in the female lead. Now, 
T-Series’ Bhushan Ku-
mar has joined hands 
with UV Creations 
to present the 
film in North-
ern markets of  
India.

S p e a k i n g 
about the col-
l a b o r a t i o n , 
the T-Series 
magnate Bhu-

shan Kumar said, “The 
universality of Saaho 
is what appealed to me 
as a filmmaker. While 
Prabhas is a pan India 
star, the content and its 
treatment will make for 
a film having a global 

appeal. It is an 
exciting col-
l a b o r a t i o n 
and we are 
looking for-
ward to pre-

s e n t -

ing the film to our Hindi 
audience.”

Meanwhile,  Saaho 
protagonist Prabhas 
said, “Ever since its in-
ception, Saaho has been 
larger than life story. We 
want to present our au-
dience with a memora-
ble visual experience.”

Saaho also stars 
other Bollywood ac-
tors like Neil Nitin 
Mukesh, Chunky 

Panday, Mandira Bedi, 
Jackie Shroff, Tinnu 
Anand and Mahesh 
Manjrekar — all in neg-
ative roles. The action 
choreography of the film 
is being supervised by 
Kenny Bates, who has 
already amazed the au-
dience with Hollywood 
hits like Transformers, 
Mission Impossible,  
Rush Hour and Arma-
geddon.

Salman Khan Seeks Court 
Permission to to visit 4 countries

Abhishek Bachchan Trolled 
For Living With Parents, 

Actor handled it like a champ

Bollywood celebrities 
who receive immense 
love and appreciation 
from their fans often 
subjected a lot of criti-
cism and online trolling. 
But unlike most of them, 
a few actors leave no 
chance to hit back and 
shut their trolls down.
Recently, Abhishek 
Bachchan, who was 
frequently active on 
social media websites, 
gets trolled by a user on 
Twitter. The user tagged 
Abhishek in a tweet 
and trolled him for liv-
ing with his parents. He 
thought Abhishek, who 
is known for his befit-
ting replies, would shut 
him up in a way that is 
not only savage but hits 
right back in the eye. 
Don’t feel bad about 
your life. Just remem-
ber @juniorbachchan 
still lives with his 
parents. Keep hus-

tling everyone!” wrote 
@stillyoungest the  
troller.
The actor has beautiful-
ly shut down the trollers, 
he tweeted , “Yes! And 
it’s the proudest mo-
ment for me to be able 
to be there for them, as 
they have for me. Try 
it sometime, you might 
feel better about your-
self.”
Earlier also Abhishek 
had politely reacted to 
trolls that target him or 
his family. From hitting 
back at comedian Aditi 
Mittal to firmly replying 
to people who targeted 
his daughter Aaradhya, 
junior Bachchan’s sar-
castic tone on social me-
dia is not unknown. 
Currently, Abhishek 
is filming for Anurag 
Kashyap’s Manmarzi-
yaan alongside Taap-
see Pannu and Vicky 
Kaushal.

Madhuri Dixit visited ‘Kalank’ 
sets, finds it breathtaking

Honor 10



After Kings XI Punjab 
cruised win over Sunris-
ers Hyderabad thanks to 
a century by Chris Gay-
le in the Indian Premier 
League (IPL), Kings XI 
Punjab speedster Andrew 
Tye heaped praised Chris 
Gayle, saying the West In-
dian played to perfection 
during his unbeaten knock 
of 104 against Sunrisers 
Hyderabad in their IPL 
match. In reply, the Sun-
risers fell short by 15 runs, 
Tye said, “Gayle played to 
perfection. He made sure 
that he stayed there until 
the end. You don’t often 
see (spinner Rashid) Khan 
get hit for more than 25 in 
one over. To make Rashid 
concede that many runs 
(55 in four overs) was 
awesome.”  About Gayle’s 
shot selection and execu-
tion was spot-on, Tye said, 
“I think he went about it 
very well. He knew that 
once he got through the 
powerplay, the spin would 
come on and then he got 
into the rhythm against the 
spin.”
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The Law Commission 
on Wednesday once again 
called on the Centre to 
bring the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) under the pur-
view of the Right to In-
formation (RTI) Act. The 
commission rejected the 
argument that the Indian 
Cricket Board was a ‘pri-
vate body’

The commission said.  
“It is recommended that 
RTI Act be made appli-
cable to BCCI along with 
all of its constituent mem-
ber cricketing associ-
ations, provided 
they fulfill the 
criteria ap-
plicable to 
BCCI.”

“ B C C I 
should be un-
der the RTI 
Act. They get a lot 
of government grants in 
terms of tax exemptions 
and land at concessional 
costs from the public ex-
chequer,” Justice Chauhan 
said.

‘Legal Framework: 
BCCI vis-a-vis Right to 

Information Act’ that the 
BCCI should be declared 
a public body, Law Com-
mission stated in its report.

The Law Commission 
Chairman, Justice BS 
Chauhan, had called for 
the BCCI to be brought 
under the act.The law pan-
el also said that the BCCI 
works as a limb of the 
state. “BCCI has received 
substantial financing from 
appropriate governments 
in the form of tax exemp-
tions and land grants,” it 
maintained.

Earlier also calls 
to bring BCCI 

under RTI had 
been made. 
The Justice 
RM Lodha 
panel, which 

recommended 
the overhaul of 

the Indian Cricket 
Board and Justice Mukul 
Mudgal, who headed the 
panel that investigated the 
spot-fixing controversy in 
the 2013 Indian Premier 
League, had called for the 
BCCI to come under the 
RTI.

Virat Kohli overtakes Suresh Raina, becomes 
the highest run-getter in IPL history

Royal Challengers 
Bangalore captain Virat 
Kohli on Tuesday sur-
passed Chennai Super 
Kings’ veteran Suresh 
Raina and earned the 
right to wear the Orange 

Cap as he becomes the 
batsman with most runs 
in this year's Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL 2018) 
so far.

Kohli achieved the 
mark during his val-

iant knock of 92 not out 
against the Mumbai Indi-
ans in the 9th over of the 
second innings as they 
looked to chase a steep 
target of 214.

When the RCB 
captain opened the 
innings with Quin-
ton de Kock on 
Tuesday, he need-
ed 31 runs to sur-
pass Raina and by 
the end of the contest, 
he had become 
the first player 
ever to score 
5,000 or more 
runs in IPL 
for any fran-
chise. Kohli 
remained un-
beaten on 92 
off 62 balls, 
in which he 

hit seven fours and four 
sixes.

The RCB captain 
waged a lone battle as 

none of their 
b a t s m e n 
could pro-
vide any 
support to 
Kohli, as 
they faced 
an uphill 
task of 

c h a s i n g 
2 1 4 

to 

win against Mumbai In-
dians in their backyard 
of the Wankhede Stadi-
um.

However, RCB lost 
to Mumbai Indians by 
a margin of 46 runs, 
following which they 
slipped to the seventh 
spot in the IPL 2018 
points table. Kohli 
waged a lone battle as 
none of their batsmen 
could provide any sup-
port to Kohli, as they 
faced an uphill task 
of chasing 214 to win 
against Mumbai Indians 
in their backyard of the 
Wankhede Stadium.

RCB’s next game is on 
April 21 against Delhi 
Daredevils (DD) at the 
M Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium in Bengaluru.

Mohammed Shami Summoned 
by Kolkata Police after 

complaint by wife Hasin Jahan
Cricketer Mo-

hammed Shami 
has been sum-
moned by the 
Kolkata police 
for interroga-
tion in connec-
tion with the 
complaint filed 
against him and 
his family for 
domestic abuse, 
rape and attempt 
to murder by his 
wife Hasin Jah-
an.

Shami and his 
four family members 
were booked under Sec-
tions 307, 323, 376, 506, 
328 and 35 in the Indian 
Penal Code.

According to reports,  
police asked him to 
be present at 2 pm on 
Wednesday for inter-
rogation. Shami is one 
of the main pacers 
for IPL’s Delhi fran-
chise. His team lost 
their match against the 
Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers (KKR) at the Eden 
Gardens in Kolkata on 
Monday.Shami’s wife 

had said that she had 
approached IPL’s Delhi 
franchise not to take him 
in the team.

Shami has been trying 
to focus on the game, 
with his side having 
lost three games in IPL 
2018 till now. Shami’s 
estranged wife Hasin 
Jahan had alleged that 
the cricketer had affairs 
with other women. She 
had shared the screen 
grabs of the purported 
chats on the social me-
dia. She had also alleged 
that Shami had been in-

volved in match-fixing.
The BCCI had set 

up a probe against 
Shami to investigate 
the match-fixing al-
legations. However, 
it later gave a clean 
chit to the pacer. The  
body also issued a 
central contract for  
him.

Shami had denied the 
charges, saying he and 
his family members 
were innocent. He was 
retained by IPL’s Delhi 
franchise for a whop-
ping Rs 3 crore.

World XI vs West Indies: Afridi, 
Malik confirm participation

Shahid Afridi, Shoaib 
Malik, and Thisara Per-
era are among the first 
set of players who have 
confirmed their par-
ticipation for the ICC 
World XI in a T20I 
against the Windies to 
be played at Lord’s on 
May 31. The match is 
being organized to raise 
funds and restore five 
major cricket venues in 
the for stadia in the Ca-
ribbean that were badly 
damaged following Hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria 
last year.

Afridi and Malik 
were part of the Paki-
stan squad that won the 
ICC World T20 2009 
at Lord’s, while Perera 
was a member of the Sri 
Lanka side that lifted 
the silverware in Dhaka 
in 2014.

The three World T20 
winners will lend 
a lot of weight to 
the ICC World 
XI side which 
will see more 
names being 
added in what 
is expected to 
be a star-stud-
ded line-up led 
by England’s 
w h i t e - b a l l 
captain Eoin 
Morgan, who 

has already been con-
firmed to lead the side.

Accepted the invite, 
Shahid Afridi said: “I am 
humbled to have been 
selected for such a no-
ble cause. Cricket is one 
big family and no matter 
how hard and tough we 
play against each oth-
er, there is tremendous 
comradery within the 
group. As such, it is our 
moral and professional 
obligation to stand up 
and support whenever 
and wherever we can, to 
assist our members, col-

leagues and cricket 
fans.”

“Lord’s is an iconic 
venue and the perfect 
location for this match. 
I have some fond mem-
ories of this great ven-
ue, having played the 
finals of the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 1999 and the 
ICC World T20 2009, 
and I look forward to 
visiting it again in May 
with an aim to entertain 
the fans,” he added.

Calling it a matter of 
great honour and pride, 
Shoaib Malik said it is a 

wonderful op-
p o r t u n i t y 
to play 
a l o n g 
with and 
aga ins t 
some of 

the big-
gest names 

in world 
cricket.

'Unique' Rashid Khan will 
have big impact on IPL 2018, 
says SRH coach Tom Moody

Sunrisers Hyderabad 
Coach Tom Moody has 
heaped praise on Af-
ghanistan spinner Rashid 
Khan and said 'Unique' 
Afghanistan leg-spinner 
Rashid Khan will have a 
major impact in the ongo-
ing edition of the Indian 
Premier League.
Since making his inter-
national debut in October 
2015 as a 17-year-old, 
Rashid has made rap-
id strides in February 
becoming the youngest 
to top the International 
Cricket Council's rank-
ings for bowlers in 
the Twenty20 and 
50-overs format. 
At last year's auc-
tion, Sunrisers 
H y d e r a b a d 
s p l u r g e d 
40 million 
r u p e e s 
($609,524) 
to land the 
unheralded 
leg-sp inner 

from Afghanistan, where 
sporting facilities are piti-
fully inadequate after de-
cades of war but cricket is 
highly popular.
In this year's auction, 
Rashid saw an intense 
bidding war before Hy-
derabad retained him 
with their right-to-match 
option for a whopping 
90 million rupees ($1.37 
million), more than dou-
ble what they paid for his 
services a year earlier.
Coach Tom Moody said, 
"Rashid is a pretty unique 
cricketer and he's had a 

lot of success with us 
last year," said Moody, 
52. "He's gone from 
strength to strength 
in the various tour-

naments that 
he has played 
around the 
world and 
also when 
he's repre-

senting his 
country."

Salman Khan Priyanka Chopra 
teaming up for Ali Abbas 

Zafar’s ‘Bharat’ after 10 years
The development about 

Salman Khan Starrer 
Bharat is getting bigger 
and more anticipated 
with each passing day. 
While there has been 
already immense excite-
ment about the film, the 
latest buzz is Quantico 
actress Priyanka Chopra 
has been confirmed to 
play the female lead in 
the project which will 
also mark her return to 
Bollywood after two 
years.

Priyanka shared her 
excitement on joining 
‘Bharat’ family and said, 
"Bharat it is!  I’m look-
ing forward to begin 
shooting this film and 
working with Salman 
and Ali again after a 
considerable time. I’ve 
learnt a lot from them in 
our previous collabora-
tions and am excited to 
see what this one has to 
offer. I’m also looking 
forward to working with 
Alvira and Atul and the 

entire team of Bharat.
To all my well-wishers 
who’ve been so patient 
and supportive… thank 
you for your constant 
support and I’ll see you 
all at the movies."

On casting Priyanka 
Chopra in the film, Ali 
says, “Bharat is Priyan-
ka’s homecoming to 
Bollywood after having 
proven her range as a 
performer in Hollywood 
films and a blockbuster 
global TV show. Bharat 
is rooted in India and its 

culture despite it span-
ning over 70 years and 
set across various coun-
tries of the world.”

Ali and producer Atul 
Agnihotri has traveled 
all the way to New York 
to meet Priyanka and 
gave her the narration of 
the film. Priyanka loved 
Ali’s script and she was 
convinced immediately 
to do the film. The duo 
was last seen together 
in ‘God Tussi Great Ho’  
and teaming up after 10 
years.

Karan Johar becomes First 
Indian Filmmaker to Get a Wax 
Statue at the Madame Tussauds

Ace Filmmaker Karan 
Johar, the man behind 
one of the most power-
ful Indian production 
house Dharma Produc-
tions says becoming the 
first director from India 
to have his wax statue 
featured at the legendary 
Madame Tussauds was a 
great honour for him.

The 45-year-old film-
maker shared a picture 
of himself holding a wax 
imprint of his palm and 
a copy of his biography 
“An Unsuitable Boy” is 
also seen in the frame. 
Sharing the picture, 
Karan expressed how 
honoured he feels with 
this latest development.

Karan Johar took to 

Twitter to make the an-
nouncement, where he 
shared his photograph 
holding a 'Madame Tus-
sauds' briefcase in his 
hand and with his palm 
imprint in wax in anoth-
er one, alongside a copy 
of his autobiography, 
"An Unsuitable Boy". 
The filmmaker seems 

to be on a career high, 
making headlines al-
most every other day. 

As of now, it is not 
known when the wax 
statue will be launched. 
Perhaps, the work on it 
will start now and may 
go on for a few weeks 
before it is ready for un-
veiling.

Rajkummar Rao-starrer 
Omerta's release date 

pushed to 4 May
The release date of Ra-
jkummar Rao-starrer 
Omertà, which was sched-
uled to release on 20 April, 
has been postponed to May 
6 as the clearance from the 
censor board on the film 
came in recently.
The makers disclosed the 
reason for the new release 
date in a statement,"We 
knew that it wouldn't be a 
cake walk with the Censor 
Board given that the film 
has a fair bit of violence 
and strong language. We 
didn't want cuts that would 
take away the essence of 
the film, so we had to wait. 
The Censor Board Chief 
and members of the revis-
ing committee understood 
how certain scenes could 
not be removed since they 
are essential for audiences 
to understand how a ter-
rorist's mind works. Hence 
the wait and that's why a 
decision has been taken to 
release Omertà on 4 May," 
director Hansal Mehta 
said.
Omerta Producer Nahid 
Khan added, "The team 

was waiting for CBFC’s 
clearance for the film. 
We’re happy to announce 
4 May as the release date 
for the film. We know au-
diences are eagerly await-
ing the film's release. It's 
just a small change of two 
weeks. We don't mind the 
delay as long as we have 
managed to keep the es-
sence of the film intact."
Omertà is the horrifying 
true story which explores 
the life graph of Sheikh, 
who was freed in ex-
change for passengers of 
a hijacked Indian Airlines 
plane in 1999 and was later 
accused of killing journal-
ist Daniel Pearl. "Omer-
ta" is presented by Swiss 
Entertainment and Karma 
Media

Bring BCCI under RTI, 
says Law Commission

Chris Gayle 
played to 
perfection 

vs Sunrisers 
Hyderabad: 
KXIP pacer 
Andrew Tye
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