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NOTA played a vital role 
in Gujarat & HP elections

In the recently ended 
Gujarat assembly election 
2017, the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party came to rule for 
the sixth consecutive time 
proving its popularity in 
the westernmost state of 
the country. Indian National 
Congress was the next most 
popular option on Electron-
ic Voting Machines. The 
third position did not be-
long to a party but a collec-
tive group of independents 
who contested the assembly 
elections this year.

Interestingly, the fourth 
most popular choice went 
to NOTA, i.e., ‘None of the 
Above’, which meant that 
voters did not want to choose 
any of the candidates con-
testing in their constituency.

To surprise all, NOTA, 
which was introduced in 
2013, ranked higher than par-
ties such as the BSP and NCP 
that took part in the Gujarat 
elections as well. Statistical-
ly, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
received 49% or 1,38,74,833 
votes, while the Rahul Gand-
hi-led party polled 41.4% or 
1,17,26,016 of all the voters.

The ruling party in Gu-
jarat made a strong come-
back to form government, 
while in Himachal Pradesh, 
the  saffron  party  ousted  the 
Congress party. In Himachal 
Pradesh too, NOTA played 

its part in defining the results. 
NOTA took the fifth place.

Since its introduction, 
NOTA have exceeded 1.8 
per cent only four times 
-Chhattisgarh (3.1 per cent), 
Madhya Pradesh (1.9 per 
cent) and Rajasthan (1.9 per 
cent) in the year 2013, and 
Bihar (3.5 per cent) in 2015. 
It, however, touched the 1.8 
per cent mark in the western-
most state of the country in 
the 2014 elections too when 
Modi wave was at its peak.

Out of the 182 constitu-
encies, almost 100 record-
ed more than 3,000 NOTA 
votes, whereas 16 constit-
uencies experienced over 
5,000 NOTA votes.

The most NOTA votes 
-6,461- was recorded in Dan-

ta region which was close-
ly followed by Jetpur with 
6,155 NOTA voters.

Delhi’s ruling party Aam 
Aadmi Party, however, was 
unable to make an impact 
in Gujarat as NOTA got 2.5 
times more votes than the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led party 
got overall in the 29 seats 
that it contested. Aam Aadmi 
Party had more votes than 
‘None Of The Above’ in only 
one seat –Katargam.

Given Bhartiya Janata Par-
ty’s hard campaigning of in-
novative ideas, the Narendra 
Modi-led party, as expected, 
performed well in high-in-
come urban areas, but Con-
gress got hold of the low-in-
come rural pockets.

IIM Bill passed by Rajya 
Sabha, more power to them

The Rajya Sabha passed a bill 
which stands to extend greater au-
tonomy to the Indian Institutes of 
Management by restricting the role 
of the government in their function-
ing and giving them the power to 
award degrees to their graduates.

The Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment Bill 2017, which was passed in 
the Lower House during summer this 
year, accords statutory powers to the 
IIMs in their functioning which in-
cludes the appointment of directors 
and faculty members. It also gives 
them the power to award degrees in-
stead of postgraduate diplomas.

Prakash Javadekar, Human Re-
source Development Minister, stat-
ed in a discussion: &quot;The bill 
will  offer  autonomy  to  these  insti-
tutes. With the help of this bill, we 
can remove all interference of the 
government and bureaucracy in the 
functioning of the IIMs. From now, 

they will themselves decide how to 
manage and run these premier insti-
tutes.”

He assured that the rules would be 
framed soon and the members of Ra-
jya Sabha would consider the same 
as the bill was passed by the Upper 
House unanimously.

The minister also declared that 
no poor students would be denied 
admission in the IIMs and the gov-
ernment would bear the interest on 
the education loan if required. Al-
though the existing board of IIMs 
would continue, changes will be 
made to comply with the provisions 
of this bill related to the representa-
tion of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled 
Tribes, and women in the board of 
governors. Along with justifying the 
autonomy for IIMs, Mr. Javadekar 
further added: “This is a new begin-
ning. Now, we must start believing 
in our best educational institutes.”

2G scam is one of the biggest 
scams. It rocked the coun-
try n was one of the rea-
sons for UPA’s downfall. 
Today everyone goes scot 
free. Did CBI mess up the 
case? Intentionally?

Deployment of Indian Navy  
& India Coast Guard assets 
for the Search & Rescue 
of  missing  fishermen  off 
Kerala & Tamil Nadu 

coast. IN’s Dornier aircraft 
is present in the area.

Nirmala Sitharaman, Defence Minister

Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi CM

Yuvraj Singh, Indian Cricketer

Pooja Hegde, Bollywood Actress

Many congratulations to 
Wrestler Sushil for win-
ning the gold medal at the 
commonwealth wrestling 
championship in South Af-
rica. Proud Indian, Jai hind.

Some films have to be made to 
change thought processes for 

the better, ‘PadMan’ looks 
like such a film..it’s time we 
end the stigma attached to 

menstruation..go ahead and 
watch this trailer..

Sri Lanka urges Russia to 
lift  ban over tea imports 

Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena has 
given a note to his Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin, requesting him to unfasten the temporary 
ban on tea imports from the island country.

The world’s largest nation announced a ban on 
imports of all the agricultural products from Sri 
Lanka, including tea. This came after agricultur-
al watchdog Rosselkhoznadzor found an insect 
(Khapra beetle) in one of the packagings of tea 
imported from Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka has decided to send two of its senior 
ministers to Moscow with intentions of persuad-
ing Russia to put an end to the ban along with 
promises to take action against its exporters. 
While addressing a gathering, President Sirisena 
expressed  his  confidence  that  Russia,  who  is  a 
long-standing friend of the Islanders, would have 
a positive response to the request.

The Minister of Industry and Commerce, Rish-
ad Bathiudeen, stated: “The ban is obviously not 
a refusal of Sri Lanka by Russia but only a tempo-
rary halt of one export product from us.”

Exports from Sri Lanka to Russia amounted to 
$ 114.18 million from January to August of this 
year, according to reports from the Ministry  of 
Industry and Commerce.

Centre planning to levy petroleum
under GST, but States must agree

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley expressed in the 
Rajya Sabha that the gov-
ernment is in favor to 
bring petroleum products 
under the revised tax re-
gime of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax, but will await 
confirmations from the 
states before making any 
such move.

Arun Jaitley, who is the 
Leader of the House, stat-
ed that the Constitution 
amendment, which has al-
ready been passed and rat-
ified by state assemblies, 
actually has kept petro-
leum products out of it.

Though, petroleum 
products are a part of the 
GST, but a decision to put 
GST on petroleum can be 
taken only after the GST 

council initiates a decision 
to do so. To be noted, the 
law need not be amended 
if petroleum products are 
to be brought into GST.

However, P Chidam-
baram, former Finance 
Minister, expressed that he 
was not fully satisfied with 
the response of the gov-
ernment. He quoted: “The 
question remains when 
the Goods and Services 
Tax Council will decide? 
When will the GST coun-
cil take up the matter and 
what is the position of the 
central government, which 
has a veto on the decision 
of the GST council?”

Mr. Chidambaram fur-
ther added: “If one goes 
by crude oil prices of May 
2014 then in October 2017 

there has been a rise in 
crude oil prices, allowing 
for exchange rate varia-
tion, price of petrol and 
price of diesel must have 
come down by at least 20% 
at the retail level. But what 
we see is at the end of Oc-
tober this year, the price 
of petrol stays the same 
as it was in May 2014 and 
the price of diesel was Re 
1 more than that in May 
2014.”

Hitting back at the for-
mer Finance Minister and 
Congress member, Arun 
Jaitley noted, “He will rec-
ollect that when his party 
was in power, they knew 
the limitations regarding 
petroleum. Therefore, in 
the 115th Constitution-
al amendment, petroleum 
was kept completely out of 
GST because Congress-led 
UPA knew very well that 
it will be a deal-breaker 
between the Centre and 
the states if you levy pe-
troleum under Goods and 
Services Tax. And, thus, 
did not even make an ef-
fort. Now when you’re 
in Opposition, you have 
far greater flexibility in 
reversing your own posi-
tion.”

Mumbai beats NEUFC away from home in ISL 4

Assam ready for updated NRC draft

RBI plans to hold back 
Rs. 2,000 notes

DPRK chief highlights
Korea’s missile programs

NorthEast United FC host-
ed Ranbir Kapoor-owned 
Mumbai City FC at the Indira 
Gandhi Athletic Stadium on 
Wednesday but failed to take 
advantage of the home condi-
tions as they were beaten 0-2 
by the Blues. 

The Highlanders had them-
selves to blame for both the 
goals, with the first one com-
ing off a goalkeeping error, as 
they were without  there first-

choice goalkeeper T.P. Rehe-
nesh, and the second resulting 
out  of  defensive  midfielder 

and De Deus’ favourite play-
er  Rowlin Borges’ miscalcu-

lation. Indian striker Balwant 
Singh put the ball at the back 
of the net on both occasions 
with ease. NEUFC strikers 
failed to convert three simple 
chances  in  the  first  half  al-
though they were clearly the 
superior side in the first half. 

The win helped Alexandre 
Guimaraes-coached Mumbai 
jump to the fourth spot while 
NorthEast United stays linger-
ing at the second-last position.

Assam will get to know 
for  the  first  time  how many 
citizens of India live in the 
north-east India state at the 
stroke of midnight on the last 
day of the year. This comes 
after more than three de-

cades since the climax of the 
six-year- long anti-foreigners 
movement that claimed more 
than 800 lives.

The Governments at the 
Centre and in the state have 
not been able to settle the is-
sue of the absolute number 
of illegal migrants from Ban-
gladesh, which is an inflam-
matory issue in the state. 
This has happened largely 
due to  the  lack of any effort 
to carry out a scientific enu-
meration of the population.
The first draft of the updat-

ed National Register of Cit-

izens (NRC), compiled after 
a lengthy and elongated pro-
cess, will make the scenario 
crystal clear.

State Coordinator of the 
NRC update process, Prateek 
Hajela, commented about the 
update during a press confer-
ence: “We are finally coming 
out with the first draft, which 
will be published at all NRC 
seva kendras as soon as it is 
made available past midnight 
of December 31. I will obvi-
ously stand by the findings of 
NRC, but I can not reveal the 
numbers now.”

Bollywood superstar SRK helps struggling 

Kaur Singh with Rs. 5 Lakhs

Vladimir Putin certain to be elected 

as President for the fourth time

Former Real Madrid and AC Milan 

midfielder Kaka retires from football 
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of the Week

India has won 
all  Men &

Women Kabaddi 
World Cups

held till now.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
is planning to either hold back the 
Rs 2,000 notes or could stop print-
ing the high denomination currency.
An SBI Ecoflash  report  revealed 

that some vital data 
were presented in 
the Lok Sabha re-
cently along with 
the one provided 
by RBI earlier in 
its Annual Report. 
However, the val-
ue of small denom-
ination currency in 
circulation up to March this year 
was over Rs 3,500 billion which 
signifies  that  the value of high de-
nomination notes was equivalent to 
Rs 13,324 billion as on December 
8, after banning out the small de-
nomination notes from circulating 
around the country.

The report further added that ac-
cording to the Ministry of Finance, 
the Central Bank has printed al-
most 17,000 million pieces of Rs. 
500 notes and around 3,754 million 

pieces of Rs. 
2,000 notes as 
on December 8, 
the total value of 
which accumu-
lates to about Rs 
15,800 billion.

Group chief 
economic ad-
viser of Re-

serve Bank of India, Soumya Kanti 
Ghosh, remarked: “The residual 
amount of high currency notes, i.e., 
Rs 15,800 billion - Rs 13,324 bil-
lion, which equals to Rs. 2,476 bil-
lion may have been printed by the 
Reserve Bank of India but not sup-
plied in the market.”

Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK)’s top leader, Kim 
Jong-Un, remarked that Pyongyang 
has prosperously pushed forward 
the establishment of its nuclear 
force  despite  the  difficulties  they 
have been facing over the times.

According to a news agency in 
Korea, during a meeting of the rul-
ing Workers & Party of Korea, the 
commander stated that the DPRK 
had thoroughly implemented its 
polices of independence in politics 
along with self-support in the econ-
omy and self-reliance in defense, 
in spite of troubles such as supply 
shortages and other difficulties.

Reportedly, this is the third time 
in as many weeks that Kim Jong-Un 
has highlighted the achievements 
of the DPRK’s nuclear and missile 
programs, in the thick of tensions 
on the Korean Peninsula.

The DPRK has already detonat-
ed a hydrogen bomb and  test-fired 
ballistic missiles in 2017 along 
with three intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles that drew sanctions by 
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil as well.
The “Hwasong 15” well test-fired 

by the Korea last month was be-
lieved to be able to hit the whole of 
the United States.
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The Income Tax (IT) Depart-
ment has recently revealed un-
disclosed income of Rs. 7,961 
crore after demonetisation in 
November last year. PM Na-
rendra Modi had announced 
demonetisation of Rs. 500 and 
Rs. 1,000 notes on November 8 
last year with the view to keep a 
check on the black money, fake 
currency, and the increasing 

level of corruption.
Pon Radhakrishnan, Minister 

of State for Finance, informed 
in a written reply to the Lower 
House of Parliament that since 
demonetisation the department 
has conducted searches on 
more than 900 groups, where 
they have been able to recover 
over Rs. 900 crore and undis-
closed incomings of Rs. 7,961 

crore.
According to data available 

from National Crime Record 
Bureau, a huge amount of 
around Rs. 19 crores Fake Indi-
an Currency Note has also been 
seized since November last year 
by the state police departments.

Mr. Radhakrishnan further 
added that a total of about 1,700 
crore pieces of Rs 500 denom-
ination note were printed till 
8 December which bought a 
cost of almost Rs. 5,000 crore 
on its production. The Minister 
also informed that the Reserve 
Bank of India printed nearly 
366 crore pieces of Rs 2,000 
denomination notes, the cost 
of which amounted to about Rs 
1,294 crore.

In addition, Rs 523 crore has 
been disbursed on the printing 
of nearly 180 crore pieces of Rs 
200 denomination notes.

IT Dept got hold of Rs. 7,961 Crore 
since Demonetisation

Yogi Adityanath ready 
to break ‘Noida jinx’

1.5 bn tonne of coal output 
expected by 2022

No ‘Aam Aadmi’ in Gujarat

PM Narendra 
Modi became 
emotional and was 
thereafter given a 
standing ovation 
as the BJP’s top 
officials met for 
the first time after 
election victories 
in Gujarat and Hi-
machal Pradesh.

The Prime Min-
ister of India told 
the BJP MPs that 
this was a big vic-
tory as they are 
now ruling in 19 states. 
He added that even for-
mer PM and veteran 
Congress leader Indira 
Gandhi she was in pow-
er in 18 states. PM Modi 
elaborated the journey of 
the party which won just 
won seats in 1984 to now. 
He was seen in tears as he 
remembered the past and 
present leaders of the saf-
fron party and its prede-

cessor Jana Sangh, who 
gave his hand in building 
the organisation in his 
home state.

PM Modi went on to 
share how former PM 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee con-
gratulated him at the time 
when the party performed 
immensely well in a Lok 
Sabha election from Gu-
jarat, even though he 
was fresh and not widely 
known in the organisa-

tion during that time. The 
Prime Minister also men-
tioned about his partner-
ship with Party President 
Amit Shah.

The Amit Shah-led 
party has retained Guja-
rat for the sixth consecu-
tive term and also ousted 
Congress from Himachal 
Pradesh, thus, taking its 
total tally of states to 19, 
including the five others 
that it rules with allies.

PM Modi gets emotional in 
BJP top leaders meet

NGT removes Ban on 
Vintage and Classic cars

Airlines have decided 
to not charge the flat Rs. 
3,000 cancellation fee for 
cheaper tickets after they 
received a note from the 
industry regulator Direc-
torate General of Civil 
Aviation. This has come 
as a huge relief to domes-
tic travelers around the 
country.

The DGCA had issued a 

letter to the local carriers 
after it came to notice that 
airlines were charging a 
flat Rs 3,000 in case of 
cancellation of cheaper 
air tickets.

A recent report stated 
that the DGCA has or-
dered these companies 
that cancellation fee must 
not go higher than the sum 
of the base fare and fuel 

surcharge. In response 
to the letter, the airlines 
have said they are going 
to charge Rs 3,000 only 
for cancellation of tickets 
now, whose base fare and 
fuel surcharge together 
sum up to Rs 3,000.

As per the rule of ‘Re-
fund of Airline Tickets 
to Passengers of Public 
Transport Undertakings’, 
implemented on August 1 
2016, the issue of refund 
of tickets has become a 
major source of worry 
amongst airline passen-
gers. Expectedly, a large 
number of complaints 
from airline passengers 
have been received by the 
civil aviation authorities.

The National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has de-
cided to permanently ex-
empt vintage and classic 
cars from the 15-year- old 
vehicle ban. The news 
came as a relief to all 
the vintage car and bike 
enthusiasts. The NGT 
decided to withdraw the 
previous order which said 
all vehicles that happen to 
be older than fifteen years 
old were to be discarded 
in the Delhi-NCR region.

The ban was, however, 
opposed by several own-

ers alike because of the 
historical importance of 
the banned vehicles. The 
order further stated that 
the vintage and classic 
cars registered under the 
Motor Vehicles Act are to 
be used for exhibitions, 
different rallies and also 
for maintenance will be 
permanently removed 
from the ban.

The ban affected over 
10,500 vintage vehicles 
in the country that came 
from the period 1886 to 
1987 and had an uncer-

tain future. Around 1,200 
vehicles of the concerned 
category belonged to the 
Delhi- NCR region alone.

The ban was brought 
into effect as the result of 
the increased air pollution 
concerns in the national 
capital and its surround-
ing areas. Since the ban 
was announced in the ear-
ly part of this year, own-
ers started taking special 
permission from the green 
court to roll out these vin-
tage vehicles on public 
streets.

Airlines to stop charging flat 
Rs. 3,000 cancellation fee

In a shocking report, a Bhara-
tiya Janata Party leader raised 
question over the patriotism 
possessed by Indian cricket 
captain Virat Kohli and Bolly-
wood actress-producer Anush-
ka Sharma.

BJP MLA from Madhya 
Pradesh, Pannalal Sakya, ac-
cused as to why would Virat 
and Anushka not marry in India.

The MLA forwarded a state-
ment: “In India where Ram, 
Krishna, Vikramaditya, and 
Yudhisthira got married, you 
people should also have married 
in this country. No one among 
us went abroad like he has 
gone. He earned all his money 
and fame in India and took all 
of it to marry abroad. This is 
anything but Rashtra bhakti”

Congress leader Randeep 
Surjewala took a dig at the BJP 

MLA by telling the youth of 
the country to take his ap-
proval before deciding their 
wedding venue and food 
menus.

The couple will host their 
wedding reception ceremo-
ny in New Delhi on Decem-
ber 21 and in Mumbai after 
five days on December 26.

The couple recently en-
joyed their honeymoon in 
snowcapped mountains with 
the actress sharing a beauti-
ful selfie with her husband.

Virat and Anushka’s mar-
riage was attended by close 
family members only in 
Tuscany, Italy on Decem-
ber 11. It took place at the 
luxury heritage resort Borgo 
Finocchieto, which is a lit-
tle over 100 km away from 
Florence.

BJP MLA accuses Virat Kohli of not
being Patriotic for marrying in ItalyHow influencial is PM Modi’s forte to wave 

the saffron flag in 19 major states?

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is back in power 
for the sixth consecutive 
term in Gujarat and also 
swept Congress away 
from Himachal Pradesh. 
The saffron party stands 
strong in 19 out the 29 
states, the most ever by 
a political party. The last 
time any party domi-
nated in India was In-
dira Gandhi’s Congress 
which ruled in 18 states.
While people rejoice 
the historic win, most 
of this success is being 
rightly credited to PM 
Modi who has been the 
face of the party since he 
came to power in 2014. 
Prior to the Lok Sabha 
elections, BJP was 
in power in only five 
states –Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, MP, Nagaland, and 
Chhattisgarh. But the 
‘Modi-wave’ has been 
able to wash away Con-
gress from major states 
since then. The victo-
ries have established 
PM Modi as the most 
dominant person with 

a country-wide appeal, 
thus, transforming the 
country’s political land-
scape. The paradigm of 
Indian politics which 
existed since Mandali-
sation has been changed 
with Modi collaring the 
love of crore of Indians 
with both hands as the 
country continues to 
move fast on the path of 
development under his 
leadership.
The thing that worries 
his opponents is the 
fact that PM Modi has 
appeared to crack any 
code to secure enough 
support to win elections 
on a consistent basis. 
Though he holds the ad-
vantage of being backed 
by a formidable political 
machine with networks 
on the ground to get its 
caste arithmetic right 
and obviously, a war 
chest no peer can match.
The opposition parties, 
especially Rahul Gand-
hi-led Congress, have 
to rethink and rebuilt 
the team to match the 

calibre of PM Modi. 
While Congress yielded 
their dominated space 
to amalgamate with 
extremists groups in 
various states and paint 
themselves into the cor-
ner, Modi has been clev-
er to varnish himself 
into the vacated space. 
PM Modi didn’t take 
time to identify himself 
to the new aspirational 
India, but Congress has 
always carried out their 
patronising approach 
from old times. 
Congress was assured 
of PM Modi taking a hit 
for his demonetisation 
move as they kept say-
ing the poor had been 
affected by it, not con-
sidering that voters are 
literate enough to make 
a judgement. It is a sui-
cidal move to criticize 
PM Modi before huge 
masses, therefore, they 
have to come up with 
new young faces who 
will rewrite the story 
that needs to be told to 
the voters.

YODDHAS
RAHUL YADAV, FOUNDER

Woody Allen once said: “In case you want to make 
God laugh, don’t forget to tell him about your plans.” 
But for Rahul Yadav, it was different as there was 
very little laughing to be done when a tragedy struck. 
He recalled his past as it was back in August of 2013 
when he was 28 years old and was doing very well 
with work as he joined Society Generale and had re-
cently tied the knot with his childhood sweetheart.

But then one day he just fell sick. It got worse and 
eventually diagnosed with Cancer. In the very same 
month, he was informed to be suffering from Multi-
ple Myeloma, a rare form of Blood Cancer.

As a result, he resigned from the job and left for 
Delhi for treatment purpose. Rahul Yadav initiated 
Yoddhas in 2014 to form a platform to assure the 
necessary support and community empowerment 
that he missed the most at the time of his own re-
covery. When he had to name his startup, he went 
ahead with ‘Yoddhas’. Rahul explained: “Yoddhas 
is a Hindi word for ‘warriors’. That is exactly how I 
perceive myself and all the others who are fighting 
cancer. I chose the Hindi word for significant rea-
sons that we are focusing more on building a support 
group with special focus on Indians fighting cancer.”

“We are basically a patient-to- patient support 
group. We have numerous mediums of connecting 
with each other. For instance, social networking 
sites like Facebook, Whatsapp groups and Website 
Support forums. People post their fears, questions 
and progress on fighting the disease. This way we 
support each other emotionally and share personal 
experiences and information.”

Yoddhas has also an international tie-up with In-
ternational Myeloma Foundation. It received the 2nd 
prize in 800 social start-ups & the ‘Most Popular 
Choice’ award and got acclaim from United Nations 
Educational,Scientific and Cultural Organization.
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Coal Secretary, Su-
sheel Kumar, projected 
that India would achieve 
coal production of ap-
proximately 1.5 billion 
tonne by the year 2022. 
One billion tonne of out 
the total 1.5 will be con-
tributed by Coal India 
and the remaining will be 
handed over by private 
producers and also Sing-
areni Collieries.

However, earlier this 
year the government had 
announced to achieve the 
coal output of 1.5 bil-
lion tonne by 2020. The 
target of 1 billion tonne 
by 2019-20 was set by 
the coal ministry to cut 

imports and increase the 
scope of dry fuel to surge 
the growth percentage in 
the country.

Mr. Kumar stated: “We 
are hoping that by 2022 
the production of domes-
tic coal should be around 
1.5 billion tones, out of 
which about 1 billion 
tonne will be produced 
by CIL, 0.4 billion tonnes 

would be produced by 
private producers and the 
remaining portion will be 
done by Singareni Col-
lieries.” 

Besides he also added: 
“The estimation may, 
however, increase till 
the year 2030 to around 
2 billion tonnes but we 
must have some faith 
in Carbon Capture and 
Utilisation (CCU) based 
technology.”

According to the recent 
reports, the government 
has already assigned a 
task force to assert that 
Carbon Capture and 
Utilisation is working as 
planned.

The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) lost all the 29 
seats it contested for in 

the Gujarat Assembly 
elections.

However, after the re-
sults were declared on 
Monday, the Party ques-
tioned as on what ground 
the VVPAT slips were 
not being counted and 
also claimed to expose 
the BJP exposed soon.

AAP MLA Saurabh 

Bharadwaj accused that 
the BJP was not true 
in the election and was 
hiding something by not 
accepting to count the 
VVPAT slips. He quot-
ed: “BJP has no reason 
for not counting VVPAT 
slips. They’re hiding 
something and will be 
exposed soon.”

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath is willing to break 
the Noida ‘jinx’ that has scared 
most of the state’s top officials 
from visiting the satellite city in 
the NCR region for nearly three 
decades. Ms. Mayawati being the 
only Chief Minister to have ven-
tured to Noida back in 2011 when 
she came from Lucknow in a chop-
per to launch a Rs. 685-crore me-
morial park project.

After she lost the succeeding 
assembly elections, her successor, 
Akhilesh Yadav, believed in the 
superstitions that have survived in 
Uttar Pradesh’s politics for decades 
that a Chief Minister who makes 
a visit to Noida will be written off 
from returning back to power.

Although Mr. Yadav didn’t visit, 
yet he lost in this year’s election 
that was swept-off by the saffron 
party.

Yogi Adityanath has planned to 
travel to Noida on December 25 
for the inauguration of the Noi-
da-Kalkaji Metro line. He will also 
receive PM Narendra Modi who 
will be present to wave the green 
flag.

The BJP noted that this was proof 
that the UP Chief Minister wasn’t a 
superstitious person.

BJP spokesperson Chandramo-
han commented: “Even though the 
UP Chief Minister was a deeply re-
ligious man, he did not subscribe to 
superstitions as he is only inspired 
by development and welfare of the 
people of the State.”
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India’s ASEAN ties not influenced by 
any third Country, refers to China

Shah Rukh Khan wires Rs. 5 lakh to
forgotten boxer Kaur Singh

Captain Kohli dethrones Bollywood
superstar Shah Rukh Khan

RBI Governor Urjit Patel raises 
concern over Rising Oil Prices

After results were de-
clared on Monday, a 
study by Association of 
Democratic Reforms and 
Gujarat Election watch 
revealed that as many as 
47 newly-elected mem-
bers from the Gujarat 
Assembly elections have 
criminal cases pending 
against their name.

The study added that 
18 per cent of elected 99 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
MLAs and 25 per cent 
out of 77 Congress party 
MLAs have been under 
criminal cases radar for a 
while.

It further revealed that 
the number of MLAs 
with criminal cases has 
reduced as compared to 
2012, but the number 
of rich MLAs, i.e., ones 
with assets of more than 
Rs. 1 crore, has relative-
ly increased. The aver-
age assets recorded of 

the newly-elected MLAs 
are a whopping Rs. 8.46 
crore.

The 81 MLAs who 
got re-elected this year 
showed an average 
growth in their assets 
from 2012 to 2017 to be 
45 per cent, the disclosed.

During the previous 

assembly election in the 
state, there were approx-
imately 31% of MLAs 
who criminal cases pend-
ing against them, while 
this year the number of 
such MLAs is 47, which 
accumulates to 26 per 
cent of the 182-member 
legislature.

47 newly elected lawmakers in
Gujarat face criminal charges

Rajasthan to provide 1% reservation to 
Gujjars, 4 other communities

Sachin Tendulkar’s debut speech
interrupted by MPs

Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s ‘Padmavati’ will 
not release before March

The Cabinet gave a green signal to the govern-
ment’s decision to grant Gujjars and four other 
communities 1% reservation within the 50% limit. 
After this, the community will be able to seek ben-
efits in various educational institutions and also 
while applying for jobs. The allotment of one per 
cent reservation to the five communities sums up 
the 50% limit for reservations in the State.

Cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar’s debut speech 
in Rajya Sabha was duly interrupted by Congress 
MPs who demanded an apology from PM Modi 
over his recent remarks on former PM Manmohan 
Singh. Sachin was given the chance to speak at 2 
pm after an early adjournment but after the inter-
ruption, he was left smiling and waiting for the 
next 10-15 minutes. He was about to cover sports 
issues in the country like Central Health Guaran-
tee Scheme for international medal winners.

The Central Board of Film Certification is plan-
ning to appoint a new panel of historians to give a
verdict on the movie ‘Padmavati’. This comes 
after the movie makers gave an ambiguous dis-
claimer that the movie is based on historical ver-
ity in its application for certification. The film 
was sent back earlier for keeping the column for 
stating if it’s fictional or historical blank. A source 
at the censor board also stated that the film is not 
likely to release before March.
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Bollywood actor Shah 
Rukh Khan gave Rs. 5 
lakh to forgotten box-
ing legend from Punjab, 
Kaur Singh, who has 
been struggling to pay his 
medical bills. The film 
superstar saw the news of 
1982 Asian Games gold 
medallist Kaur Singh be-
ing seriously ill and un-
able to pay his medical 
bills on a media channel 
coverage and was quite 
moved by it.

The veteran boxer is 
suffering from a seri-
ous cardiac disease and 
spends minimum Rs. 
8,000 per month on his 
treatment and medicines.

Shah Rukh Khan de-
cided to give the mon-
ey through his Kolkata 
Knight Riders & team.

In a recent interview, 
the Bollywood superstar 
stated: “Sportspersons 
always bring pride to a 
country and therefore, it 
is our duty to look after 
them as a society. Af-
ter noticing about Kaur 
Singh, we, team KKR, as 
a sporting unit, felt the ur-
gent need to stand by our 
legendary sportsman and 
also urge everyone else to 
do the same in their own 
way. We wish Mr. Kaur 
Singh a very speedy re-
covery and a healthy life 
thereafter.”

Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers wired the money to 
Kaur’s account in his 
home place Khanal Khu-
rd in Sangrur. The 52-
year- old actor further 
reported that he was not 

only passionate about 
cricket, but also took in-
terest in other sports in 
the country as well. He 
quoted: “We, Knight Rid-
ers, are very passionate 
about sports, which not 
necessarily are limited to 
cricket.”

A day earlier, the Box-
ing Federation of India 
also chipped in with Rs. 1 
lakh to help Kaur Singh’s 
cause. Mr. Singh has been 
overwhelmed by the re-
sponse from the country. 
He said: “After receiving 
so much of support from 
all over the country, I 
feel like I am reliving the 
glory of the past. I want 
to thank everyone who 
came out and extended 
help.” He has, additional-
ly, received the Rs. 2 lakh 
from Punjab chief min-
ister Captain Amarinder 
Singh. Deputy Commis-
sioner of Sangrur visited 
Singh and handed him 
the cheque of the Chief 
Minister.

Interestingly, the for-
mer national champion is 
the only Indian boxer to 
have entered the boxing 
ring in a match against 
legendary boxer Muham-
mad Ali.

India, in a strong state-
ment, remarked that the 
level of engagement it 
has shown with ASEAN 
was driven by the oppor-
tunities for cooperation. 
It also pointed that the 
engagement was never 
influenced by any third 

country, a discernible 
reference to neighboring 
country China.
Raveesh Kumar, the 
spokesperson of Minis-
try of External Affairs, 
stated that Myanmar acts 
as a bridge with ASEAN 
countries as a result of 

which India has initiated 
the Kaladan Multi-Modal 
Transit Transport Project 
in the recent times. The 
Project includes the In-
dia-Myanmar- Thailand 
tri-lateral highway and 
will greatly benefit Indian 
farmers and traders to sell 
their products in coun-
tries of Southeast Asia.
Mr. Kumar, without nam-
ing China, quoted: “When 
India and ASEAN come 
together for concurrence 
it is because of the reason 
that there’s a lot to coop-
erate and not because of 
any third country.” Ku-
mar further elaborated 
India and ASEAN are 
working to revise the visa 
process to make travel for 
citizens simpler.

Four top officials suspended 
after Delhi Metro crash

176 Non-Performing officers 
asked to retire: Govt

Max Hospital Shalimar Bagh
resumes operation after 11 days

Railway Ministry plans to 
re-hire retired employees

The Delhi Metro sus-
pended four officials 
along with the in-charge 
of the Kalindi Kunj depot 
as an empty train crashed 
into a wall last Tuesday 
while it was been taken 
for washing purpose.

Managing Director of 
Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration, Mangu Singh, 
later approved the orders 
of suspension after going 
through an inquiry done 
by three Executive Di-
rector.

The four officials that 
were suspended include 

one deputy general man-
ager who was the depot 
in-charge, one assistant 
manager, an assistant 
section engineer, and a 
junior engineer.

DMRC spokesperson 
stated: “The incident re-
port of the inquiry dis-
closed that the incident 
was solely attributable 
to failure by a human as 
proper procedures were 
not followed by the con-
cerned individuals.”

Reportedly, the brake 
of the train was not work-
ing properly when it was 

being taken for washing. 
The reason being, as 
per DMRC’s laid down 
norms, when a train en-
ters a depot, the train 
brakes are decommis-
sioned in order to assist 
the people responsible 
for checking the train 
systems including the 
brakes. Due to the lack 
of attention, the opera-
tor brought the train at 
the ramp. Thereafter, the 
train started rolling in the  
backward direction, got 
derailed and eventually, 
hit the wall.

The Lower House of 
Indian Parliament, Lok 
Sabha was informed that 
a total number of 176 
government officers were 
urged to retire in public 
interest for being casual 
workers or non-perform-
ers.

Jitendra Singh, Minis-
ter of State for Personnel, 
wrote a note stating: “Ac-
cording to the available 
information, provisions 
under Financial Rules 56 
(j) and identical provi-
sions under service rules 
have been recommended 
in case of 53 officers be-
longing to Group A and 

123 Group B officers of 
central civil services, 
during the time period 
from July 1, 2014, till 
October 31 this year.”

The Financial Rules 56 
(j) states provision for a 
service review of any 
government employee. 
The review is conducted 
twice, the first one after 
15 years of service, and 

again after 25 years of 
accomplishment of qual-
ifying service.

Mr. Singh had earlier 
mentioned that the re-
cords of about 12,000 
Group A officers, includ-
ing approximately 3,000 
from all India services 
like Indian Administra-
tive Service, the Indian 
Police Service, and the 
Indian Forest Service, 
have been under scrutiny.

In addition to that, the 
service records of around 
20,000 Group B officers 
were also evaluated to 
eliminate the non-per-
formers and the corrupt.

Max Hospital in Shali-
mar Bagh has resumed its 
operations on Wednesday 
after remaining closed 
for 11 long days. This 
comes after the court of 
financial commissioner 
kept on hold the State 
government’s order of 
canceling the hospital’s 
licence.

The order stated: “The 
operation of the im-
pugned order has stayed 
until the next hearing on 
January 9.”

The State government 
of Delhi had earlier can-
celed the private hospi-
tal’s licence on December 

8 after a probe proved it 
guilty of repeated negli-
gence including the false 
declaration of a newborn 
being dead.

One hospital represen-
tative remarked: “Max 
Hospital in Shalimar 
Bagh has resumed its op-
erations from today, after 
a stay order issued by 
the appropriate appellate 
authority to whom an ap-
peal was made.”

However, the state-
ment resulted in a war of 
words between the ruling 
AAP govt and the lieu-
tenant governor’s office 
as the former blamed the 

latter of tempting the de-
cision of the authority in 
its first hearing.

AAP spokesperson 
Saurabh Bharadwaj said: 
“The finance commis-
sioner, responsible for 
staying the Delhi govern-
ment’s decision on Max 
Hospital, is appointed 
by the L-G and manag-
es powers delegated to 
him by the L-G himself. 
It is by working on these 
delegated powers that the 
official has influenced to 
shield Max Hospital.”

Later, L-G Anil Bai-
jal, however, denied any 
such allegations. 

Until the railway minis-
try resolves to undertake 
a full-planned recruit-
ment scheme, the retired 
railway employees will 
be re-appointed for filling 
up the existing vacan-
cies in the technical and 
operations departments. 
Around 1,000 posts in the 
South Eastern Railway 
(SER) Division are re-
quired to be filled.

A source close to the 
railway ministry re-
vealed: “In a design for-
warded by the Railway 
Board, the age limit has 
been extended from 62 
years to 65 years in order 
to re-engage the retired 
employees.

Divisional Railway 
Managers will be able to 
empower re-engagement 
of the staff that are com-
petent and suitable to take 
over the vacant posts.”

However, the remuner-
ation for all the re-hired 
employees would be cal-
culated after deducting 
the pension sum from 
their last basic pay drawn 
and then adding the re-
quired percentage of DA. 
The officials have been 
directed internally to 
make sure that the remu-

neration for such people 
is less than the last pay 
that they drew. Mean-
while, it won’t be neces-
sary that the employees 
would get re-engaged in 
the same position as they 
tired.

Asit Chatterjee, a re-
tired SER employee, stat-
ed: “We are happy to con-
tribute towards the better 
functioning of the railway 
system. I retired from 
service last November 
and the idea of resuming 
my service is getting me 
much excited. However, 
the only thing that con-
cerns me is the post that 
I will be offered. Also, 
taking orders from junior 
employees may not be as 
easy but I could definitely 
contribute by providing 
inputs.”

Senior officials from 
the railway department 
are of the common opin-
ion that this proposed 
procedure will not only 
benefit the retired em-
ployees who have come 
from economically weak-
er backgrounds but also 
save a huge amount of 
time as the recruitment 
process for freshers takes 
nearly two years.

Indian Cricket team 
captain Virat Kohli has 
dethroned Bollywood 
Badshah Shah Rukh 
Khan to be India’s top-
ranked celebrity brand.

Captain Kohli, accom-
panied by Bollywood 
young actors Deepika 
Padukone, lead the as-
cent of the millennials to 
the top of the rankings.

In its third edition of 
a yearly study of Indian 
celebrity brand values, 
titled ‘Rise of the Millen-
nials- Most Valuable Ce-
lebrity Brands in India’, 
the global valuation and 
corporate finance advisor 
stated that the recently 
married batsman is the 
first choice of brands to 
attract consumers.

Varun Gupta, Duff 
&amp; Phelps, MD and 
Region Leader of India, 
Japan, and Southeast 
Asia stated: “It is the 
first time since we started 
our rankings, Shah Rukh 
Khan has dropped from 
the top ranking and been 
replaced by Captain Vi-

rat Kohli. He is now the 
first choice of brands to 
attract consumers, helped 
by his dominant on-field 
performances and off-
field charisma.”

Mr. Gupta further add-
ed: “Along with Kohli, 
other aspiring celebrities 
of the country like Alia 
Bhatt, Varun Dhawan 
and badminton champion 
PV Sindhu have either 
got a boost in the rank-
ings or made a debut in 
our top 15 list, fuelled by 
noteworthy performanc-
es in their respective 
fields and even stronger 
endorsement signings 
during the past year.”

29-year- old Kohli 

topped the list with a 
brand value worth $144 
million. Shah Rukh Khan 
had to take the second 
spot this time for $106 
million, followed by 
beautiful Deepika Padu-
kone at $93 million and 
Akshay Kumar at $47 
million. Actor Varun 
Dhawan made his de-
but at the 10 th position 
along with Badminton 
star PV Sindhu at num-
ber 15.

Additionally, Vi-
rat Kohli recently was 
ranked above the Barce-
lona football legend Li-
onel Messi as one of the 
most-valuable brands in 
the sports field by Forbes.

Governor of Reserve 
Bank of India, Urjit Patel, 
has made concerns over 
the rising oil prices and 
the uncertainties over the 
fiscal and external fronts 
in the meeting of Mon-
etary Policy Committee 
which left key policy 
rates unchanged earlier 
this month.

Viral Acharya (Depu-
ty Governor) along with 
Executive Director Mi-
chael Debabrata Patra, 
who is part of the panel, 
raised the issue of infla-
tion in petroleum prod-
ucts, as per the minutes 
of the MPC meeting re-
cently held on December 
5 & 6.

In this month’s mon-
etary policy review, the 

Central Bank has kept the 
interest rate same as be-
fore at 6% on concerns of 
a possible price rise but 
left the door unlocked for 
any rate cut in the future.

According to recent re-
ports, Mr. Patel remarked 
in the meeting that the 
macro-economic situa-
tion has remained broad-
ly unchanged since its 
last MPC meeting in two 
months ago in October.

Urjit Patel, during the 
voting in favor of status 
quo in the policy rate, 
further stated: “However, 
the recent rise in crude 
oil prices has emerged as 
a source of concern. Also, 
numerous uncertainties, 
especially on the fiscal 
fronts, still persist.”
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World Food Prize winner Akinwumi Adesina will use his prize 
money to provide grants to African youth: Bill Gates

Congress will build an alternative narative based on fairness, 
equal opportunity, jobs for the youth: P. Chidambaram

Back in 2015, Dheeraj Jain and 
Ashwani Duggal started their re-
search by examining what is nec-
essary to learning and development 
of a student. The duo noticed that 
learning is a step-by- step approach 
with concepts building on each oth-
er. Both learning and development 
require the essential support of the 
friend-circle, teachers, and parents. 
After learning this, they examined 
the present scenario in the education 
space to understand how learning 
and development were taking place.

Dheeraj stated: “We came to know 
that learning happens only when 
teachers invoke curiosity in their 
students and they come back with 
doubts, thus, forming a continuous 
cycle of inquiry and resolutions.”

Based on their research, the duo 
decided to connect teachers, stu-
dents, schools, and parents on a net-
work and combine it with user-gen-
erated content that would help them 
to stimulate learning. Thus, Mappr, 
which is a cloud-based technolo-
gy platform that aims to establish a 
secure learning commune by seam-
lessly connecting schools, teachers 
along with the parents and students 

in an online environment, came into 
existence.

Mappr also enables personalised 
attention without increasing the 
teacher’s load at work. It ensures 
proactive parental engagement and 
focuses solely on multi-dimensional 
development of the student.

Most homegrown edtech products 
tend to focus on providing refined 
content or generic assessments to 
teachers and their students. Even 
though this approach added certain 
value, it failed to give a solution for 
the core of the problem. Students 
tend to learn enormously from their 
peers apart from their teachers and 
parents.

At present, Mappr has are several 
schools, colleges, and coaching cen-
tres as paid customers. It also has an 
integrated in-house app called Trak-
kr which helps schools and parents 
track down their students’ school bus 
in real-time.

Dheeraj Jain said: “We felt that by 
connecting everyone on one secure 
platform and facilitating proactive 
communication and collaboration, 
we would generate a tremendous 
amount of benefits for each party.”

Your Learning Commune
STARTUP WATCH Mappr

BUSINESS
3 new more powerful bikes unveiled 

by Hero MotoCorp

India’s second-largest private sector lender –HDFC 
Bank– has planned to raise a mammoth Rs. 24,000 
crore of capital, after the bank’s board clearly the pro-
posal unanimously. HDFC will infuse Rs. 8,500 crore 
from its parent entity –HDFC, while the remaining 
balance will be raised through issue of shares, con-
vertible securities, depository receipts pursuant to 
a QIP/ADR/GDR. The bank will hold a substantial 
general meeting with its shareholders on January 19 
to seek their approval.

Hero MotoCorp aims to consolidate its position in 
the motorcycle market as it unveiled three new bikes 
on Thursday -125cc Super Splendor, 110cc Passion 
PRO, and 110cc Passion XPRO. The trio comes with 
bold styling and more power. Hero MotoCorp has 
been a dominant player in the 100-125cc segment 
with its popular brands. The launch of the three new 
bikes with start next month in different phases and it 
will announce the ex-showroom prices at the time of 
commencement of the products to the dealership.

While the size of the smartphones are getting big-
ger, a UK-based company has launched the world’s 
smallest phone –Tiny t1 Zanco. Coming with a tiny 
0.49-inch OLED display, the phone is backed by a 
200mAh battery which will last for three days on 
standby. It is priced at $40 and will be available for 
shipment to any parts of the world from May next 
year. The company is currently running a Kickstarter 
campaign for the phone with a goal to reach $33,480 
by January 19,  2018

HDFC Bank to raise a whopping Rs. 
24,000 cr capital

World’s smallest phone priced at Rs. 
2,500 ($ 40)

BUZZ

Increase in import tax has 
made iPhones costlier

The government has 
decided to raise the im-
port tax on a handful of 
electronic products such 
as mobile phones and 
television sets to put a 
check on the supplies 
from out of the country 
and concentrate on build-
ing up the domestic in-
dustry.

With the rise in tax 
from 10 per cent to 15 per 
cent on handsets, it will 

result in making imports 
of phones, including Ap-
ple’s iPhone models, fur-
ther expensive. It comes 
at a time when the com-
pany’s revenue growth in 
the country is slowing.

President of the Indi-
an Cellular Association 
commented on the in-
crease that the tax hike 
will now boost manufac-
turers who are making 
about 500 million mo-
bile phones a year in the 
country to earn more than 
double the output three 
years ago.

Currently, Apple its 
iPhone SE models in In-
dia and imports the oth-
er models. In the recent 
times, Apple has sought a 
wide range of incentives 
and tax relief from the 
government in order to 
expand its manufacturing 
in India. In its reply, gov-
ernment officials denied 
any chances of making 
exemptions for Apple.

However, the increase 
in the tax imposition will 
impact mobiles phone 
companies, like Apple, 
which heavily rely on 
imports, according to 
Tarun Pathak, associate 
director at Counterpoint 
Research.

Mr. Pathak stated: 
&quot;It is bound to im-
pact on Apple the most 
as the company imports 
nearly 88 per cent of its 
devices into India. Either 
this may lead to increase 
in iPhone prices or force 
Apple to start assembling 
more in India.”

As predicted, Apple 
makers didn’t take much 
time to increase the price 
of all its models, except 
iPhone SE, in the coun-
try. The price of the latest 
iPhone X of 64GB model 
has been increased from 
Rs. 89,000 to Rs. 92,430. 
The other models have 
also seen an average in-
crease of 3.5% each.

Bharti Airtel agrees to acquire 
Millicom’s stakes in Rwanda

The second largest 
Telecom operator in the 
country Bharti Airtel has 
signed an agreement with 
Millicom International 
Cellular SA to procure all 
the stakes in its Rwanda 
operation, which drives 
under the brand name of 
‘Tigo Rwanda’.

The Telecom Operator 
reported that the com-
pany has come to a de-
finitive agreement with 
Millicom International 
Cellular SA (or Milli-

com) under which Air-
tel Rwanda Limited will 
acquire all the equity 
interest in Tigo Rwanda 
Limited.

As a result of this deal, 
Tigo Rwanda Limit-
ed’s around 370 million 
customers will join the 
network of Airtel Rwan-
da. The acquisition has 
certainly made Airtel 
Rwanda the second larg-
est operator in India with 
revenues of more than 
USD 80 million and a 

revenue market share of 
over 40 per cent.

A statement from the 
telecom operator read: 
“The consideration of the 
agreement is based on 
approximately 6x EBIT-
DA multiple, which is 
payable over the next two 
years. The agreement is 
still subject to regulatory 
and statutory approvals. 
Airtel currently operates 
in 15 African countries.

Chairman of Bharti 
Airtel, Sunil Bharti, stat-
ed: “Airtel and Tigo have 
merged their operations 
to form a strong via-
ble entity in the African 
country -Ghana. Now, it 
has taken another import-
ant step to acquire Tigo 
Rwanda which will help 
us to become a profitable 
and a strong challenger in 
the competitive market.”

EESL receives first batch of 
Tata Tigor Electric Vehicles

German EV startup to invest in India

Tata Motors has fi-
nally delivered the first 
set of electric vehicles 
to the state-run Ener-
gy Efficiency Services, 
i.e., EESL. This comes a 
week after the first batch 
of electric Tata Tigor se-
dans was uprose from 
Gujarat’s Sanand plant 
after the government took 
the initiative to take over 
10,000 Electric Vehicles.

The CEO and MD of 
Tata Motors, Guenter 
Butschek, delivered the 
keys of the Tigor EVs to 
the managing director of 
EESL, Saurabh Kumar, 
the delivery is considered 

symbolic as it happened 
on the National Energy 
Conservation Day. 

In an interview, 
Butschek reported: “The 
initiative of the Indian 
government to take over 
10,000 EVs is a bold 
initiative step in terms 
of promoting green and 
sustainable transport 
solutions. Tata Motors is 
very proud to be part of 
this project and will sup-
port the government’s 
transformational vision 
of auto electrification in 
the country.”

He further added: 
“With the Tigor EV, we 

now begin our journey in 
boosting e-mobility and 
will thereon offer a full 
range of electric vehicles 
to the customer in India. 
This tender has effec-
tively made the way for 
connecting our motive in 
the e-mobility space with 
the vision of the govern-
ment.”

Tata Motors won the 
tender floated by EESL in 
three months ago in Sep-
tember this year. For the 
first phase, Tata Motors 
has to deliver 250 Tig-
or EVs as per orders re-
ceived in a Letter of Au-
thority.

Magnum Pirex, a Ger-
man startup, is ready to set 
its foot on the Indian EV 
market and has planned 
to set up a manufacturing 
base in the southern state 
of Andhra Pradesh with 
an investment of over 
INR 100 Crore. Accord-
ing to recent reports, the 

startup from Germany has 
tendered to supply bat-
tery-powered sports cars 
along with family cars 
and small trucks of price 
range below $15,590, i.e., 
INR 10 Lakh.

Hubert Maencher, CEO 
of Magnum Pirex, recent-
ly came across Andhra 

Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 
to talk over the compa-
ny’s future plans to set 
up a manufacturing facil-
ity in the southern state. 
However, reportedly, Mr. 
Naidu has asked the CEO 
to submit a detailed report 
about the project.

Nishi Vasudeva is the 
first lady to be appoint-
ed as the Chairman and 
Managing Director of 
Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limit-
ed. This comes after 
a senior official of the 
company disparaged 
her that she would 
never go beyond mid-
dle level management. 
But to prove everyone 
wrong, Nishi Vasudeva 
now stands taller than 
any one.

With an experience of over 36 years in various fields 
like corporate strategy and Planning, Information Sys-
tems, and LPG Strategic Business Unit, Ms. Vasude-
va was always treated as an indispensable member of 
HCL. She was a key member of the Sundararanjan 
Committee which was constituted by the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas. It carried out a detailed 
analysis of the Petroleum sector and was instrumental 
in laying down numerous key reforms in this sector.
Daughter of a railway employee who migrated to India 
during Partition, Ms Vasudeva is an IIM graduate from 
Calcutta. Interestingly, she rejected a job offer from 
HPCL during her campus recruitment in IIM Calcutta 
for the reason that she wasn’t assigning the role she 
desired. Thereafter, she joined Engineers India Ltd in-
stead but after a year she went on to join HPCL.
Apparently, Nishi stands out from others as there are 
only few instances of women leading oil companies in 
the global level, making her one of the most powerful 
business people. Nishi also introduced an integrated 
margin management system, or IIM, back in summer 
2014. She quoted: “Normally, crude procurement peo-
ple would optimise purchases, refineries would opti-
mise their systems, and marketing-distribution setup 
would optimise their distribution separately. But once 
you integrate all three, you get much better value.”
Nishi Vasudeva has received several awards like 
‘CMO Council Top 25 Outstanding marketing leaders 
of India’, ‘CIO 100 Award’ for four consecutive years 
and many more such awards.

Ajay Banga is the 
Chief Executive Of-
ficer and President of 
MasterCard Inc. The 
successful executive 
from India has stud-
ied at Delhi Universi-
ty and is an alumnus 
of the Indian Insti-
tute of Ahmedabad, 
which is one of the 
country’s top busi-
ness schools.

57-year- old Banga 
began his career with 
Nestle in India as a 
management trainee 
and spent 13 years 
at the food and beverage company. He also spent two 
years previously with PepsiCo, where he played a vital 
role in launching its fast food franchises in India as the 
economy liberalized.

In 2014, he was the only Indian-origin person on 
Harvard Magazine’s annual best-performing CEOs in 
the world list. Later in February, the then US President 
Barack Obama appointed Banga as a member of the 
Advisory Committee for Trade Policy and Negotia-
tions, which is considered a key position in the admin-
istration.

Mr. Banga was awarded the Padma Shri Award by 
the President of India in 2016. Being a fellow of the 
Foreign Policy Association, he was awarded the For-
eign Policy Association Medal back in 2012.

Mr. Banga serves on the Executive Committee of 
the Business Roundtable and the Financial Services 
Roundtable along with vice chairman of the Busi-
ness Council. He is also an important member of the 
board of overseers of the Weill Cornell Medical Col-
lege along with being in the board of governors of the 
American Red Cross. Mr. Banga serves on the board 
of directors of The Dow Chemical Company.

Prior to Mastercard, Mr. Banga was a chief execu-
tive officer of Citigroup Asia-Pacific. During his time 
at Citigroup, he held a variety of senior management 
roles in the US, Asia Pacific region, Europe, Middle 
East area and Africa. He believes in order to be suc-
cessful it is very important to have a sense of urgen-
cy and balance and one should possess the courage to 
take thoughtful risks every now and then.
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Catalonians cast their votes in pivotal 
election for independence

Israel will not be driven from Jerusalem 
under any circumstances

Israel’s representative declared that his country 
would never be driven from Jerusalem as the UN 
states prepared to vote on rejecting Washington’s 
recognition of the Holy City as its capital. A draft 
resolution declining the US move was forwarded 
to the General Assembly after it was vetoed by the 
United States at the Security Council last Monday, 
even though all the 14 members of the council 
voted in favor.

India hits out at Pakistan and China for 
terrorism ideologies

Catalans gathered together to cast their votes for an 
election that could strip pro-independence parties of 
absolute control of the area’s Parliament as it’s unlike-
ly that the country’s worst political crisis in decades 
would end any time soon. Recent reports showed sep-
aratists and unionists running neck-to- neck, though 
there are still chances that the pro-independence 
camp may be able to form a minority government.

India has apparently hit out at Pakistan and China 
for failing to clearly perceive the common threat of 
terrorism due to their narrow political and strategic 
concerns. India further said that the terror networks 
operate across borders in terms of propagation of 
deceitful ideologies which are based in deep-rooted 
perceived grievances along with raising finances, 
procuring arms and also recruiting operatives.

WORLD
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WEEK
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332 cases of illness reported in
Royal Caribbean cruise

Afghanistan considers India most reliable 
regional partner, reports Pentagon

On Saturday hundreds 
of passengers suffered a 
gastrointestinal illness 
as a Royal Caribbean 
cruise returned to halt at 
Florida. According to re-
cent reports from Owen 
Torres, a spokesman for 
the Royal Caribbean, as 
many as 332 cases, which 
are almost 6% of the total 
5,000 passengers, of ill-
ness were reported during 
the five-night long cruise.

Mr. Torres further quot-

ed: “Those who are af-
fected by the short-lived 
illness were immediately 
treated by doctors in our 
ship with over-the- count-
er medication, and we 
pray all our passengers 
feel better quickly.”

However, the reason 
for the incident is still not 
known.

“It was simply terrify-
ing. It’s just the amount 
of passengers that were 
coming in at the same 

time with vomiting and 
diarrhea looked fright-
ful,” said Tracy Flores, a 
passenger whose 15-year- 
old son deboarded with 
illness.

In a strange WPLG 
report, however, it stat-
ed that a few passengers 
who were on the cruise on 
Saturday, firmly believed 
that the number of pas-
sengers who fell sick was 
much higher than what 
Royal Caribbean said.

The Pentagon reported 
to the US Congress that 
India is the most reli-
able regional partner as 
it received necessary eco-
nomic, medical, and civic 
support from the capital 
of India.

It reported: “India is 
Afghanistan’s most re-
liable regional partner 
currently and also the 
largest contributor of de-
velopment assistance in 
the war-torn region.”

This provided assis-
tance includes civil de-
velopment projects, for 
instance, the Afghani-
stan-India Friendship 
Dam and the Afghan par-
liament building, as per 
the report.

Meanwhile, India also 
provides immense train-
ing opportunities for Af-
ghan officers and enlisted 
personnel. India also fre-
quently offers to increase 
its burden sharing for 

Afghanistan. The report 
further added that around 
130 Afghans travel to In-
dia every year to attend 
various military and com-
missioning programmes.

According to the report 
of Pentagon, India has 
also donated four Mi-35 
aircraft as a part of limit-
ed security assistance.

“The recently devel-
oped South Asia policy 
highlights our relation-
ship with India and called 

on India to provide more 
help to all the internation-
al efforts in Afghanistan. 
The US whole-heartedly 
welcomes the additional 
Indian economic, civ-
ic, and medical support 
to Afghanistan. This is 
the just the first report 
of the Pentagon to the 
US Congress after Pres-
ident Donald Trump an-
nounced his Afghan and 
South Asia policy back in 
August this year.

Kaspersky Lab sues US 
Dept of Homeland Security

Pakistan Army 
Chief willing to 

make peace with 
India

Cyber-security firm 
Kaspersky Lab from Rus-
sia has chosen to sue US 
Department of Homeland 
Security because of its de-
cision to ban the Kasper-
sky products in federal 
agencies for the fear of 
data security.

Back in Septemeber, 
the DHS stated it was 
concerned about the ties 
between Kaspersky Lab 
officials and the Russian 
intelligence services, di-
recting their federal de-
partments and agencies 
to ban Kaspersky Lab 
products from their infor-
mation systems. Kasper-

sky Lab, however, denied 
that it has any ties to the 
Kremlin.

Kaspersky Lab has 
now lodged an appeal in 
a federal court under the 
Administrative Procedure 
Act to impose its consti-
tutional due process rights 
and poses a challenge to 
the Binding Operation-
al Directive prohibiting 
the use of the company’s 
products and solutions by 
government agencies in 
the US.

Eugene Kaspersky, 
Chief Executive Officer 
of the Russian Company, 
stated: “Since Kaspersky 

Lab hasn’t been provided 
a fair opportunity to speak 
against the allegations and 
no technical evidence has 
been produced to validate 
the DHS’s actions, thus, 
it is in the company’s in-
terests to defend itself re-
garding this matter.”

He further added: “Re-
gardless of the decision 
taken by DHS, we are 
going to continue doing 
what really matters, i.e., 
making the world safer 
from cyber-crime.” As 
per reports from a repre-
sentative of the compa-
ny, DHS’s actions have 
caused much damage to 
both the reputation of the 
company in the IT securi-
ty industry and its sales in 
the country.

52-year-old Eugene 
Kaspersky stated in an in-
terview: “It has not been 
fair to have called into 
questions the Kaspersky 
Lab’s fundamental prin-
ciples of protecting its 
customers and combatting 
cyber threats since its in-
troduction, regardless of 
their origin or purpose.”

Russia’s Presidential election to 
be held on March 18

The upper house of 
parliament or commonly 
the Russian Federation 
Council has set the date 
for country’s presidential 
elections on March 18 
next year. Speaker Valen-
tina Matvienko reported 
that the Russian senators 
approved the decision 
with any further queries.

Andrei Klishas, chair-
man of the Federation 
Council’s Constitutional 
Legislation Committee, 
said that with the dates 
effectively set, it will now 
be time to proceed with 
the election campaign.

Going further ahead, 
Xinhua news agency con-

fidently stated that cur-
rent President Vladimir 
Putin will only act as an 
independent candidate in 
the elections as 65-year- 
old Putin is almost certain 
of winning and continu-
ing for his fourth term.

VTSIOM, a Govern-
ment-owned research 

centre share the latest 
public opinion poll which 
showed that

Mr. Putin’s approval 
rating was 53.5 per cent 
as of December 10, it 
was 53 per cent a week 
before, thus, leaving all 
possible opponents quite 
far behind in the race of 

the Presidential seat.
However, as per rules, 

if any one wishes to con-
test as an independent 
candidate, he/she must 
collect at least 3 lakh vot-
er’s signatures by Febru-
ary 1 next year. And if the 
candidate runs from the 
framework of a political 
party, the concerned par-
ty must collect at least 1 
lakh signatures on behalf 
of the candidate.

Meanwhile, Ksenia 
Sobchak, a former TV 
star, is the country’s new-
est presidential candi-
date. Sobchak is known 
as Russia’s own Paris 
Hilton.

Terrorist Saeed promises 
to liberate ‘Kashmir’

Mastermind of 26/11 
Mumbai terror attack, 
Hafiz Saeed, expressed 
that he wants to free 
Kashmir from India to 
avenge the creation of 
Bangladesh after the In-
dia-Pakistan War in 1971.

On Vijay Diwas, which 
is considered as ‘Victory 
Day’ in Bangladesh, the 
Pakistan- based terrorist 
declared in Lahore: “We 
will surely avenge cre-
ation of Bangladesh by 
liberating Kashmir?”

On December 16, 46 
years ago, hundreds of 
people from Pak raised 
white flags in surrender 
to the Indian Army and 
Mukti Bahini, a moment 
which marked the end of 
the 1971 Indo-Pak war.

Minister of De-
fence Nirmala Sithara-
man accompanied by 

three service chief paid 
tribute to the martyrs of 
the third India-Pakistan 
War.

Hafiz Saeed leads the 
Jamaat-ud Daawa (JuD), 
a proscribed organisation 
and a front for the Lash-
kar-e- Taiba (LeT). Af-
ter he was released from 
house arrest in Pakistan’s 
Lahore recently, the US 
declared him as a ‘want-
ed terrorist’. The US has 
also warned Pakistan of 
repercussions on bilateral 
ties. The US said the the 
release of Hafiz Saeed 
sends a deeply troubling 
message about the com-
mitment of Pakistan to 
combatting international 
terrorism and thus, belies 
Pakistani claims that it 
will never provide sanc-
tuary for terrorists in its 
country.”

Iran warns French President Macron
not to blindly trust Donald Trump

French President Em-
manuel Macron was crit-
icized by Iran over his 
stiff stance towards Teh-
ran and warned him that 
it would not take long for 
Paris to lose its credibility 
at the international level 
if it continues to blind-
ly follow US President 
Donald Trump.

With rising tensions be-
tween Iran and France in 
recent months after Prez 

Macron stated that Tehran 
should be more peaceful 
in the Middle East, high-
lighting its involvement 
in the civil war in Syria.

Ali Akbar Velayati, who 
acts as the top advisor to 
Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
quoted in a news agency: 
“In order to sustain its 
international credibility, 
Macron should not blind-
ly follow the Americans, 

the French president 
is, however, acting as 
Trump’s lapdog.”

Mr. Velayati also crit-
icised Ambassador of 
U.S. to the United Na-
tions Nikki Haley, who 
last week presented 
pieces of an Iranian mis-
sile supplied to the Teh-
ran-aligned Houthi mili-
tia in Yemen. She further 
said that the objects show 
conclusive evidence that 
Tehran was violating UN 
resolutions.

Mr. Velayati added: 
“The claim shows that 
she lacks the basic scien-
tific knowledge and de-
cency. She is like her boss 
as he also utters baseless, 
ridiculous things. Iran has 
not supplied Yemen with 
any missile.”

WTO meeting scheduled for
February in New Delhi

Ministry of Commerce 
&amp; Industry, Suresh 
Prabhu, said that India 
will be hosting a meet-
ing of around 30-40 
World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) members 
in February next year to 
mobilize support for food 
security and other issues 
going on in the country.

At an event organized 

by AEPC, Suresh Prabhu 
said: “We are trying to 
assemble a meeting of al-
most 40 countries (WTO 
ministerial) in New Del-
hi in February next year 
in order to assist the 
multi-lateral problems.” 
Mr. Prabhu, however, re-
fused to give any further 
details about the meeting.

The aforementioned 

meeting would take place 
with the view to assem-
bling the developed na-
tions’ representatives, 
thus, forming groupings 
to prepare points for 
pushing investment fa-
cilitation, and preparing 
rules for e-commerce. 
The meeting would also 
look to evaluate ways to 
promote gender equality 

and reduce subsidy on 
fisheries in order to curb 
illegal and unreported 
fishing.

India has already ex-
pressed the various agri-
culture issues at the WTO 
and it has been raising its 
voice against bringing 
new issues, especially the 
ones which are not direct-
ly linked to trade.

Bill Gates hugely impressed 
by ‘Toilet: Ek Prem Katha’

With few days left in 
the calendar of this year 
and it’s time to reflect 
back on the year. While 
one experiences many 
ups and downs in a year, 
American philanthropist 
and business tycoon Bill 
Gates listed down six 
instances and articles 
from around the globe 
which inspired him the 
most in an otherwise 
tough year.

Bill Gates named 
Akshay Kumar and 
Bhumi Pednekar-starrer 
‘Toilet: Ek Prem Katha’ 
in his list of things which 
inspired him the most this 
year.

Bill Gates, in his tweet, 
said: “3/ “Toilet: A Love 
Story,” a Bollywood 
romantic movie about 
a newly-wed couple, 
educated audiences about 
sanitation challenge in 
the country.”

The movie is about a 
newly-wed couple who 
stay in a yet-to- be-
developed village and 
the problems starts when 

the bride, who belongs 
from the urban part of the 
state, finds no place for 
proper sanitation in her 
husband’s house, and she 
is expected to walk to the 
fields early morning to 
do her business. The film 
was hugely applauded 
for highlighting the 
sanitation problems 
that the country faces 
and was also supported 
by the government for 
successfully spreading 
the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan message. 
With a love story as its 
background, the film is 
inspired by true events 
and thus, created quite an 
impact on the country’s 
audience.
The 62-year- old 
businessman started by 
tweeting: “1/ There’s no 
denying that 2017 was a 
really tough year, yet it 
has also delivered some 
amazing moments of 
hope and progress. Here 
comes some inspiring 
tweets that you may have 
missed..”

Facebook brings 
updated feature
Facebook added a new 

feature in which people 
will know when their pic-
tures are posted anywhere 
on the leading social net-
work. Notifications will 
now pop-up in the users’ 
account when any of their 
images come up on the 
social network.

Joaquin Quinoero Can-
dela, Director of applied 
machine learning, stat-
ed: “If you’re present in 
a photo and also part of 
the audience for that post, 
we’ll get notified, even if 
you are not tagged in that 
photo.”

Facebook has also 
planned to soon apply 
the face recognition tech-
nology to the profile pic-
tures, to prevent people 
from being impersonating 
on the social network.

527 Indians in 
Pakistani jails

A recent report revealed 
that about 527 Indians, 
mostly fishermen, are in 
various jails in Pakistan.

Out of total 996 foreign 
nationals, 527 Indians, 
apart from fish, are al-
leged for being involved 
in various crimes like 
murder, drug smuggling, 
and so on. Among all the 
foreign prisoners, a Saudi 
national and two Chinese 
were also present.

Also, more than 9,000 
Pakistanti people were in 
prison in 100 countries 
around the world.

In a surprising move, 
the Pakistan army stated 
that it is prepared to back 
the initiative taken by its 
political leaders for nor-
malisation of relations 
with neighboring country 
India.

Army Chief of Paki-
stan General Bajwa re-
marked that the relations 
with all its neighbors had 
to be normalized for the 
betterment of the coun-
try. As per the comments 
of a couple of senators, 
General Bajwa requested 
the political leaders to try 
their best and improve re-
lations with India and also 
gave his assurance that 
their efforts will be fully 
supported by his Pakistan 
army.

Keeping in mind the 
allegations put by the In-
dians in the recent months 
that the Pakistan army 
has been blocking peace- 
making efforts since a 
long time, the general’s 
offer came as a very sig-
nificant sign of approach 
to make peace with the 
neighbouring country. 
However, he awaits for 
the move of his country’s 
political leaders.
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Three-times National Award winning actress Kangana 
Ranaut had to face several obstacles before making it big 
in the Bollywood industry and eventually become one of 

the highest-paid actresses. Ever she featured in a supporting role 
in the movie ‘Fashion’ in 2008, Kangana molded a huge fan base 
with her striking personality.
However, in a recent interview, she revealed that she was judged 
for her fashion sense in the initial phase of her career. The 31-
year- old beautiful actress from Himachal Pradesh 
stated that she groomed herself for years to fi-
nally get appreciation from the mass.
The ‘Queen’ actress quoted: “When I start-
ed out I was judged for my fashion sense. I 
was from the mountains, thus, I use to dress 
differently. If you’re not launched in a certain 
manner, if you are not groomed in a certain way, 
then your journey is very different from 
others. Initially, I too felt that I was a bit 
odd. I felt that myself. But then you 
have to educate yourself.”
“As an actor, you not only have 
to do research about the char-
acters but also people and their 
body language. There are a lot 
of studies that goes into it and ul-
timately you find your own space. I did 
the same,” says Kangana.

People judged me for my fashion 
sense:Kangana Ranaut

It’s time to bid adieu to 2017 and welcome the New Year with greet-
ings. While the current year may have been good for some and mid-
dle-of- the-road for the rest, the New Year brings you a whole new 

opportunity to make a change in your Lifestyle and go a level higher 
with your dreams.
You need to start with these simple and straightforward RESOLUTIONS 
which will surely make you better by the end of next year:

Stop Procrastinating:
Procrastinating is one of the main reasons for your 
failures this year. Decide not to procrastinate in 
2018 and witness the positive change in your life. 
Set your goals on a daily- basis and get it done in 
a flash.

Forgive all:
This year you may have got into bad-terms with one 
of your good friend. Life is too short to hold grudg-
es. Moreover, as it does no good to you. Forgive 
and forget. Get back to your friend and rejoice the 

reunion.

Enjoy little things:
Learn to enjoy the little things that come your way 
everyday. Life’s simplest pleasures are endured in 
the little things like looking at the stars at midnight, 
walking barefoot on your garden, appreciating na-
ture, appreciating a stranger, and so on.

Balance your work life:
You might have worked your heart out to impress 
your boss at work. Although it is considered neces-
sary, but don’t make the mistake of bringing your 
work home or sitting late hours at office. You have 

your own personal life. Try to balance it more this 
year.

Move to the next level in your career:
Along with balancing your work life with personal 
life, it’s time for you to think about the next level in 
your career. Make the coming year worthy of remem-
bering while going down the years later.

Keep your city clean:
One important resolution to make is to keep the city 
clean. You don’t think twice before picking up a scrap 
from your living room, then why hesitate to do the 

same while you walkthe streets. Bring the change with-
in you.

‘CALMNESS’ is the cradle of  power 

5 simple Self-Soothing
exercises to find ‘Calmness’

We often get upset or distressed in the long journey of life which tends to deceler-
ate our progress. We find it very demanding to transform the agitation and suffer-
ing into peace. Therefore, learning to soothe ourselves to create peace in our inner 
world is of utmost importance so that we can regain mental clarity and emotional 
wellness to move ahead in the race.
Here are 5 simple self-soothing practices we can do in such a 
situation in order to regain the state of inner harmony:

• Feel while we breathe. Pay attention 
how we inhale and exhale through our 
nose. Continue doing so until we reach 
a point where we feel relaxed and our 
consciousness stays undisturbed by 
mental chatter
•  Let’s place us on the bed or on 
the grass for a while until we feel 
to have regained the strength to 
act normal again. This will help us 
find balance and tranquility. 
• Slowly sip a warm cup of 
tea or coffee, being mindful 
of the sensations that arise 
within our body. This cup 
will bring us to the reality 
of the present, and stop 
our mind from worry-
ing about the past or 
fear about the future.

• We can indulge ourselves in activities 
which we love doing, be it Yoga, danc-
ing, swimming, taking a walk through 
nature, or traveling around the globe.
• We make a list of our emotional world 
in a private diary and strike-off each 

point promising not to allow it to get 
in our mind ever again, thus, making 
ourselves geared up to move on with 
our life.

These are the simple yet best 
ways to find calmness in a state 
of emotional distress. It doesn’t 
matter how harsh life has 
been to us, it’s in our hands 

to overcome such negative 
emotional influences 
that might be holding us 
back.

Miss World 2017
wishes to work with Aamir 

Khan
Miss World 2017 Manushi Chhil-

lar stated that she has no Bolly-
wood plans at the moment, but 

she would be tempted to do 
one with superstar Aamir 
Khan after few years. She 
feels the movies of the 
52-year-old actor connect 

to people in a positive manner.
After winning the crown in Chi-
na on November 18, Manushi 

became only the sixth Indian to 
win the coveted blue jade crown 
after Reita Faria, 

Aishwarya Rai, 
Diana Hayden, 
Yukta Mook-
hey, and Pri-
yanka Chopra. 
The Haryana girl 
received a grand welcome back 
home on November 25. She is 
currently on a tour to several 
states of the country.

Enrique Iglesias and wife Anna Kournikova welcomed twins 
Nicholas and Lucy this week. The news of pregnancy was kept 

under wraps by the singer and the former tennis player. 
Reportedly, the couple had already added a two-storey single 

family home to their residence along with 
proper baby-proofing measures around 

their swimming pool. The renovation, 
however, cost them around $600,000. 
They have been staying in that $26 mil-
lion waterfront Miami mansion since 
2013.
The new parents have been dating 
since the last sixteen years after meet-
ing on the set of the Hero singer’s Es-

cape music video. He introduced Anna 
as his beloved wife during a concert in her 
home country Russia in 2011.

Twins welcomed by singer Enrique    
Iglesias and Anna Kournikova

Movie Review-“Tiger Zinda Hai”

Ever wondered  how “SUNBURN FESTIVAL”
became the most anticipated event in the world ??

If you’re fond of electric mu-
sic, dance, and delicious food, 
Sunburn festival in Goa is the 
perfect place to be in. Being the 
biggest Electronic Dance Music 
Festival of the 
country, Sun-
burn attracts 
more than 
3.5 lakh 
p e opl e 
a n d 
sev-
er-
a l 
r e -

nowned 
a r t i s t s 
every year 
and it prom-
ises to be no 
less fun this year 
too on its 11th season.

In 2016, Sunburn celebrated 
its tenth anniversary. But did 
everything begin? How did it 
become the most anticipated 
event of the year, not only for 
the people of India but also for 

everyone around the globe?
Psytrance was long born in the 

‘60s in the United States. The use 
of drugs and psychedelics led to 
the wave of political interferenc-

es and several law 
e n forc e m e nt s 

which forced 
many hip-

pies to seek 
out for 

the US. 
Many 

lo oked 
Goa and 

its habit-
ants as a ref-

uge for free 
lifestyle and 

spirituality. Elec-
tronic music started spreading 
its magic in Goa in the ‘70s. 

The ability to keep a party 
going continuously without a 
break revolutionized the parties 
on the beach, thus, giving birth 
to a wave of technodelia in the 

early ‘80s. After a decade, Goa 
was considered as a global party 
destination by the likes of UK, 
Japan, France, Germany, and 
many more. 

With the onset of the 21st cen-
tury, the original genre, made 
better by the modernization of 
ancient shamanic rituals, fo-
cused to help dancers feel at one 
with their body through the use 
of hypnotic rhythms. 

In 2007, the events took the 
name of ‘Sunburn Festival’, 
brainchild by Nikhil Chinapa 
and Percept Entertainment.  Re-
nowned artists take the stage 
every year to feel the state with 
electronic vibes. The Festival 
also gives the visitors an oppor-
tunity to try meet like-minded 
people, try some delicious food, 
and go for a hippie shopping. 
The fun doesn’t stop there as 
one can choose to camp near the 
beaches, go for hot-air balloon 
rides, acrobatic, or a bungee 
jumping maybe.

Salman Khan-starrer ‘Ti-
ger Zinda Hai’ has hit the 
theatres this Friday. The 
movie is inspired by the 
real life incident of the 
rescue of Indian nurses 

held hostage in Iraq by terrorists and at the helm of affairs of the 
mission is Indian Raw Agent-Tiger (Salman Khan). The film de-
picts when Tiger Salman is around, there is nothing to fear, basi-
cally, the heroine and our Hindustan are all safe. Salman kept a 
straight face throughout to give competition to his heroine Ka-
trina. The script is below par, especially with its prequel ‘Ek Tha 
Tiger’ being such a hit in 2012.

Cast: Salman Khan,
Katrina Kaif, Angad Bedi, 
Paresh Pahuja, Ivan Rodrigues.
Director: Ali Abbas Zafar.
Rating:
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Last week, almost all the 
top-tier teams secured their 
respective three points to stay 
within reach of league lead-
ers Manchester City. Totten-

ham Hotspur failed to end the 
Citizens’ terrific run as they 
were overpowered by a 1-4 
margin. Gundogan opened 
the score sheet in the 14 th 
minute for City, followed by 
a brilliant strike from out-
side the box by Kevin de 
Bruyne to double the lead. 
The ever-reliable English-
man Raheem Sterling joined 

the party with a brace in the 
last ten minutes of the game. 
Christian Eriksen scored a 
consolidatory goal for the 
Lilywhites in the injury time.

In an earlier match, Mesut 
Ozil’s individual brilliance 
saw Arsenal win narrowly 
against Newcastle. The Gun-
ners were guilty of not con-
verting the chances they creat-
ed, one thing that may come to 
haunt them against big teams.

Chelsea left-back Marcos 
Alonso decided the outcome 
of the match against South-

ampton with a brilliant free-
kick in the first half injury 
time. With eight wins, one 
draw, and one loss in their 
last 10 matches, the Blues are 
certainly not giving up on the 
hopes of defending the title.

After much controversy 
last week, big Belgian Ro-
melu Lukaku finally found 
the net with a bullet head-
er against a struggling West 
Brom. Jesse Lingard scored 
off a counter-attack in the 35 
th minute to double the lead. 
West Brom scored one back 
through Gareth Barry in the 
77 th minute and threatened 
to come out with an equaliz-
er in the last few minutes, but 
United held their nerves to se-
cure the vital three points and 
maintain their second spot.

In-form Liverpool ham-
mered AFC Bournemouth 
4-0 with Egyptian Mohamed 
Salah finding his name in 
the scorecard once again. 
However, it was Brazilian 
Philippe Coutinho who was 

at his best once again. He 
scored the opener in the 20 
th minute. Lovren and Ro-
berto Firmino summed up 
the party away from home.

Christian Benteke, Wilfried 
Zaha, and Sako helped Crys-
tal Palace to get their first 
away win this season.

Leicester found them-
selves at the receiving end 
of an inspiring performance 
by the Eagles. In another 
match, Huddersfield’s Aar-
on Mooy scored a brace out 
of the four goals to cause an 
upset by defeating Watford at 
the Vicarage Road Stadium.

After defeating defend-
ing champions Chelsea and 
drawing with Arsenal,  Da-
vid Moyes-managed West 
Ham showed another daz-
zling performance to triumph 
over Stoke City. Mark No-
ble, Marko Arnautobic, and 
Diafra Sakho scored a goal 
each to go home as winners. 

City remains on top of the 
league table with 52 points.

A ruthless New 
Zealand bowled out 
West Indies just be-
fore tea-break on the 
fourth day to register 
a huge 240-run vic-
tory in the second 
Test at Hamilton to 
conclude the se-
ries with a 2-0 win.

New Zealand set a 

mammoth target of 
444 runs but West In-
dies made a mess of 
it right from the start. 
NZ bowlers never 
allowed the oppo-
sition batsmen to 
settle with Mitchell 
Santner taking wick-
ets on successive 
balls to end the tour-

ists’ second innings 
on 203 for 9. Sunil 
Ambris didn’t come 
out to bat after he 
was declared retired 
hurt when he broke 
his arm off a Neil 
Wagner Delivery.

In the second in-
nings, Trent Boult 
became only the sixth 

player from New 
Zealand to clinch 200 
wickets when he got 
Brathwaite caught in 
the gully. Ross Tay-
lor also registered 
his name in the re-
cord books when he 
joined Martin Crowe 
and Kane Williamson 
on 17 Test centuries.

Aussies takes an unassailable 
3-0 lead in the Ashes

India registers their biggest 
T20 International win

Aspiring Vidarbha 
will take on Delhi 

in the final

India registered a thump-
ing win against visitors Sri 
Lanka in the third and final 
One-day International at Vi-
sakhapatnam on Sunday to 
claim the ODI Series 2-1.

The series decider was 

dominated 
by the host 
for the 
most part 
of it and 
r e a c h e d 
the giv-
en target 
in just 
31.1 overs 

with 8-wickets remaining.
After the Lankans were 

put to bat by acting captain 
Rohit Sharma, they started 
positively and looked for 
a big score before Indian 
bowlers bounced back and 

rattled through their batting 
line-up. The Lankans were 
136/2 at one point and all-
out for 215 in 44.5 overs.

Upul Tharanga hit a doz-
en fours and three sixes to 
take the score past 200. Sad-
eera Samarawickrama as-
sisted him for a while with 
a well-made patient 42. 
Among the bowlers, spinners 
Kuldeep and Chahal bagged 
three-wickets each in their 
ten overs, while Hardik Pan-
dya got two wickets towards 
the end. Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
and Jasprit Bumrah contrib-

uted with one wicket each.
In its reply, India though 

lost last-match hero Rohit 
Sharma early on, played 
with caution. Dhawan and 
Shreyas Iyer constructed a 
huge 135-run partnership 
to make sure no casualties 
happen in the absence of Vi-
rat Kohli. Dhawan went on 
to make his first hundred of 
the series and Iyer showed 
his consistency with anoth-
er 65 runs off just 63 balls.

With this comfort-
able win, India bags an-
other bilateral series.

India thumped SL in final ODI, win Series

NZ goes ahead 
1-0 against WI

Romelu Lukaku finally finds the net as 
Man United defeats West Brom 

Mitchell Starc produced the 
‘ball of the century’

Brazilian legend Kaka retires 
from football at the age of 35

Indian Men’s hockey team
retains the sixth spot

IPL 2018 auctions to be held 
on January in Bengaluru

Though 
it’s too 
soon to 
declare, 

Austra-
l i a n 
spear-
h e a d 

Mitchell 
Starc may 

have pro-
duced the 
‘ball of the 

C e n t u -
r y ’ . 

I t 
w a s 

o n 
Day 4 
of the 

third test match of the ongo-
ing Ashes Series when Starc 
bowled a heck of a delivery 
to disturb the timber and send 
a set James Vince packing at 
the WACA, Perth.

The 27-year- old was bowl-
ing from round the wicket and 
delivered a length ball which 
pitched around the middle 
stump at a speed of 143.9 
kmph. After pitching, the ball 
deflected at an amazing angle 
of almost 4 degrees. England 
batsman Vince had less clue 
about the ball as he looked 
to clip it away with the an-
gle but completely missed it. 
Thus, the ball took the off-
stump out of the ground and 
Vince was left with a shock.

In the post-match confer-
ence, Vince said: “It’s very 
frustrating to get out, but it 
is easier to take this than the 
ones you feel like you are at 
fault yourself. If I would face 
that another 20 or 30 more 
times, it would get me out ev-
ery time. Let’s give him cred-
it there and sweep it under the 
carpet and move on.”

The ball of the 20 th cen-
tury belonged to Australian 
legendary spinner Shane 
Warne when he clean bowled 
Mike Gatting of England in 
the 1993 Ashes series at Old 
Trafford. Warne’s leg-spin-
ning ball pitched outside the 
leg stump and went on to hit 
the off-stump.

Former Brazilian and AC 
Milan midfielder, Kaka has 
announced his retirement 
from football this week on 
Twitter. He tweeted: “It was 
much more than I could ever 
imagine. Thank you. I am 
now ready for the next jour-
ney. In Jesus’ name, Amen!”

The 35-year- old had earlier 
announced that he would not 
continue with Orlando City 
next season, and that raised 

speculations about him get-
ting back to AC Milan, with 
whom he won the Champions 
League back in 2007.

Kaka played his last match 
for Orlando City in October 
and reports claim that he was 
immediately offered a direc-
tor role in the Milan team. He 
has achieved numerous feats 
in his long span of career, 
from winning Champions 
League, getting hands on the 

coveted Balon d’Or, and most 
precious of them all, a World 
Cup for his country in 2002.

He was at the peak of his 
creativity level on the pitch 
during the 2002 World Cup 
and continued his form till 
2009 with AC Milan. He el-
egant play earned him atten-
tion from Spanish giants Real 
Madrid who signed him for a 
then world record deal of £56 
million. After winning Copa 
del Rey title in 2011 and the 
league title a year later, he de-
cided to return to Milan after 
a series of serious injuries.

He left for Orlando City af-
ter playing for one season in 
Milan. He now hangs up his 
boots after years of dedicated 
and selfless service.

The Brazilian midfield-
er certainly leaves with the 
same grace he incorporated 
throughout his career.

India’s men hockey team 
remained in the sixth spot 
while the women’s team se-
cured the 10th position in 
the latest rankings revealed 
by the International Hockey 
Federation.

The men’s hockey team 
was at the sixth spot even 
at the beginning of this year 
and maintained it throughout 
the year. Though India won 
the bronze medal at the sea-
son-ending Hockey World 
League (HWL) Final last 
week, they failed to overtake 
fifth-placed Germany.

However, the women’s 
team started 2017 at the 12th 
spot but gradually jumped 

two spots to find themselves 
at the tenth position. The Asia 
Cup win last month helped 
them gain the two spots, thus, 
leapfrogging over Spain and 
Japan in process.

In men’s hockey, Australia 
knocked out toppers Argen-
tina for the very first time 
since the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
Number one, being a familiar 
place for the Australians, un-
til the Olympics in Rio, had 
been held since January 2014. 
The HWL Final title helped 
Australia finally topple the 
South American champions 
and 2016 Olympic gold med-
alists.

The third place was occu-

pied by Belgium, while Neth-
erlands and Germany remain 
unchanged at fourth and fifth 
spot respectively.

Spain would be happy with 
an improvement of one spot 
to move to eighth, thus, over-
taking New Zealand in the 
process.

In the women’s hock-
ey, Netherlands maintained 
their position at the top after 
they clinched the Sentinel 
Homes HWL Final title late a 
month ago. The second spot 
is booked by England, while 
Argentina remained in the 
third place following their 
participation in the Auckland 
competition.

The much-awaited auctions 
of the 11 th edition of Indian 
Premier League will be held 
on January 27 and 28 in Ben-
galuru.

A senior BCCI official in-
formed: “As the majority of 
the capped players will be 
back in auction, it will be a 
mega auction and will be held 
in Bengaluru on January 27 
and 28. Because Bengaluru 
has been hosting all the pre-
vious auctions, that was the 
choice of franchises for next 
year too.”

The 11 th edition will al-

low all the teams to have 
increased budget of Rs. 80 
crore, which was Rs. 66 crore 
in the previous editions. In 
all of the five players that can 
be retained by a franchise, 
two includes Right to Match 
cards. Subject to approval 
from Star India, the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India is 
likely to change the timings 
of the matches from next year 
proposing the 8 pm match 
game to begin at 7 instead. 

The 8 pm start often tends 
to end well past midnight 
which causes problem to all 

the fans present at the stadi-
um and to parents of kids at 
home.

Indian Premier League 
Chairman, Rajeev Shukla, 
stated: “We have just given a 
thought to start the game at 7 
pm and everyone welcomed 
it but then we need to speak 
to broadcasters and take their 
approval. We will work on 
modalities thereafter. There 
are centers where traveling is 
one major concern. All the is-
sues regarding this were dis-
cussed and we all thought to 
start the game bit early.”

Quality batting from New 
Zealand’s top order bats-
men helped the home side 
to a five-wicket win over the 
West Indies in the first of the 
three ODI matches. Kane 
Williamson won the toss 
and allowed the Caribbeans 
to bat first. Evin Lewis and 
Rovman Powell scored much 
deserving half-centuries to 
take the Indies score to 248/9 
in 50 overs. Coming after 16 
months, Doug Bracewell took 
4 vital wickets. He was lat-
er adjudged the Man of the 
Match. In response, NZ as-
sured no casualties and chased 
down the target with ease in-
side 46 overs with the loss of 5 
wickets. Ross Taylor remained 
not out at 49. For West Indies, 
captain Jason Holder and off-
break bowler Ashley Nurse 
bagged two wickets each, but 
the target proved to too small 
for the Black Caps.

After winning the Test and 
ODI series convincingly, In-
dia continued their dominance 
over the Sri Lankans in the 
first T20 match too as they 
cruised to a 93-run victory in 
Cuttack. The win became In-
dia’s biggest victory ever in 
T20 Internationals.

Opener KL Rahul started 
the Indian innings with a blis-
tering half-century as he went 
on to make 61 off 48 balls 

hitting 7 boundaries and one 
towering six. Though Shreyas 
Iyer steadied the batting in 
the middle overs, it was MS 
Dhoni and Manish Pandey’s 
quick-fire innings, of 39 runs 
and 32 runs respectively, to-
wards the end that helped the 
host to post a safe target of 
180 for the loss of 3 wickets.

Put in a target of 181 in 20 
overs, the Sri Lankan batsmen 
did not get the opportunity 

to settle themselves in. Yuz-
vendra Chahal led the Indian 
bowling line-up and bagged 
impressive figures of 4 wick-
ets in 4 overs with an econ-
omy rate of 5.75. Kuldeep 
Yadav supported Chahal well 
enough by taking 2 wickets 
for just 18 runs in his 4 overs.

Indian bowlers ripped 
through the opposition bat-
ting line-up as they could only 
manage to score 87 runs for 
the loss of all the wickets in-
side 16 overs. Upul Tharanga 
was the only player to cross 
the 20-run mark as he worked 
hard for his 23 runs. He hit 
one boundary and two well-
timed sixes.

Jaydev Unadkat, playing af-
ter a year, picked up his first 
T20 wicket when he got rid of 
opener Dickwella.    

After this win, India would 
aim to seal the three-match se-
ries when both the teams meet 
again in the second T20 Inter-
national to be played in Indore 
on December 22.

History has been created at 
the Eden Gardens as Vidar-
bha overcame all hurdles to 
reach their first Ranji Trophy 
final. They got the better of 
heavyweights Karnataka by 
just 5 runs on the final day 
of the second semi-final. Ra-
jneesh Gurbani, the hero of the 
match, with 12 wickets turned 
the tables around in his team’s 
favor. Karnataka falling short 
by 5 runs will certainly re-
mind them of their loss against 
Mumbai by six runs in the 
2010 Ranji final.

An aspiring Vidarbha will 
now take on Delhi in the fi-
nal on December 29. Delhi 
hammered Bengal in the first 
semi-final by an innings and 
26 runs. Gautam Gambhir 
stole the limelight again with a 
fantastic 127 runs to help Delhi 
post 398 on the board. Bengal 
could manage 286 in the first 
innings and a mere 86 in the 
second. Navdeep Saini bagged 
four vital wickets along with 
Kulwant Khejroliya.
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