
US President Donald 
Trump, in his first State of 
the Union Address to the 
country on Wednesday, 
set out the four pillars of 
his immigration program 
which incorporates of-
fering citizenship to 1.8 
million illegal migrants 
and putting an end to 
the visa lottery scheme. 

The other two pillars are 
building a barrier on the 
Southern border and thus 
putting a stop to the chain 
migration.

“The first pillar of our 
framework generously 
offers a path to citizen-
ship for 1.8 million ille-
gal immigrants who were 
brought here by their par-

ents at a young age.”
“ The second pillar ful-

ly secures the border. ie 
building a wall on the 
Southern border, and it 
means hiring more heroes 
like CJ to keep our com-
munities safe”

“The third pillar ends the 
visa lottery -- a program 
that randomly hands out 

green cards without any 
regard for skill, merit, or 
the safety of our people.

“The fourth and final 
pillar protects the nuclear 
family by ending chain 
migration,” said Trump.

These four stages will 
likewise help end opioid 
and drug addiction, includ-
ed the US President.

A mission that belongs to everyone 
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The biggest challenges to growth 
& employment generation 

are low credit offtake & 
ease of doing business. 
GST will help but what 
about fear among PSB 

chairmen to lend & 
unabated tax terrorism?

It is always special when 
an Indian sportsperson, 
after winning a laurel,  
waves the Tricolour. 
Those moments touch 

125 crore Indians!

Goodness, together 
with love, justice and 

solidarity, are not 
achieved once and for 

all; they have to be 
realized each day.

Milind Deora, Former Minister for Telecom

Pope Francis, Pope of the Catholic Church

quote

unquote

The Holocaust Museum is a 
profound reminder that we 
must speak up in the face 
of hate and racism in our 
world. We must never 
forget those who lost their 
lives, and we must honor 
their legacies with our actions. 
Tim Cook, CEO of Apple Inc.

Narendra Modi, PM of India

World Cancer Day
4 February

of the Week

NASA’s second spacewalk of 2018 delayed

NASA has delayed 
the second spacewalk 
of 2018, prior sched-
uled for January 29, to 
mid-February.

The spacewalk which 
is to be preceded with 
upkeep the maintenance 
work on the Internation-
al Space Station’s (ISS) 
robotic arm has been 
postponed subsequent to 
building up a software 
fix for a glitch that two 
astronauts had anticipat-
ed to be fixed amid the 
first spacewalk.

The spacewalk is to 
be performed by NASA 
astronaut Mark Vande 
Hei – who drove the 
first spacewalk on Janu-
ary 23 also – joined by 
Norishige Kanai of the 
Japan Aerospace Explo-
ration Agency (JAXA).

Their objective was 
to supplant one of the 
two “hands” on the end 
of Canadarm2 known 
as latching end effectors 
(LEEs) – which fills in 
as the grappling end of 
the ISS’s robotic arm – 
introduced during the 

initial spacewalk, NASA 
told space.com on Sun-
day.

As it powered up, the 
recently introduced LEE 
on the robotic arm did 
not respond as expected 
on its main communica-
tions channel yet it re-
sponded to its back-up.

Engineers with the 
Canadian Space Agen-
cy – which had given 
the station’s mechanical 
arm system – built up a 
novel software patch to 
fix the LEE’s communi-
cation issue.

Consequently, NASA 
replanned January 29’s 
spacewalk with Vande 
Hei and Kanai to in-
stall the new LEE in the 
place of the one that was 
removed.

The space explorers 
will now wander outside 
in mid-February to play 
out the tasks that were 
initially booked for their 
spacewalk which means 
Hei and Kanai won’t 
need to go outside and 
supplant the LEE on the 
robotic arm, NASA said. 

North Korea gained $200 mn from 
banned exports and trade: UN report

Merit-based immigration, end of 
visa lottery: Donald Trump’s vision 

in first State of the Union address
The report to a UN Secu-

rity Council sanctions pan-
el uncovered that North 
Korea had delivered coal 
to ports of Russia, China, 
South Korea, Malaysia 
and Vietnam, mainly use 
fake documents.

Sources said that North 
Korea had carried out such 
exchanges off its ports of 
Wonsan and Nampo and 
in between the Yellow Sea 
and East China Sea around 
October and January.

“The DPRK (North 
Korea) is as of now rid-
iculing the latest resolu-
tions by misusing world-
wide oil supply chains, 

complicit outside nation-
als, seaward organization 
registries and the global 
saving money frame-
work,” the UN screens 
wrote in the 213-page 
report. 

The 15-part committee 
has consistently helped 
authorizes on North Korea 
since 2006 of every an of-
fer to gag subsidizing for 
Pyongyang’s atomic and 
ballistic rocket programs, 
forbidding fares including 
coal, press, lead, materi-
als and fish, and topping 
imports of raw petroleum 
and refined oil based com-
modities.

FM reaches out to farmers, job-
seekers and the poor, but leaves 
the salaried class disappointed

Finance minister Arun 
Jaitley on Thursday read 
out long segments of his 
discourse in Hindi, un-
covered the political idea 
of his Budget. The inter-
est was basically to seg-
ments that make up the 
numbers at the hustings 
- poor people, agricultur-
ists, lower middle class, 
youthful jobseekers, se-
nior citizens. 

On the other hand, the 
much ‘heeled’ individ-
uals would be paying 
more income tax , in-
cluding cess, and more 
for the imported treats 
like mobile phones, TVs 
and top luxury cars. 
They’ll additionally 
check the taxman guar-
anteeing his cut of what 
they gain from successful 
punts on stock markets.  
The budget serves as a 
message of Modi gov-
ernment’s endeavor to 

promise the constituen-
cies that will be key for 
BJP’s fortunes in the state 
elections due this year 
and, more significantly, 
his re-election in 2019. 
It finishes the transfor-
mation of a government, 
which was viewed as 
pro-market when it came 
to office, into a promoter 
of welfarism. It is an aug-
mentation of the drive to 
‘image-correct’, most 

significantly displayed 
till now by demonetisa-
tion in 2016. 

The present year is 
evaluated to end with a 
shortfall of 3.5% of GDP 
against the objective of 
3.2% and next year’s ob-
jective is currently 3.3% 
instead of the 3% it ought 
to have been in accor-
dance by the administra-
tion’s government’s pre-
set ‘glide path’. 

This ambitious prom-
ise given to guarantee 
welfare, focus splurge 
on health, farming senior 
citizens and rural infra-
structure, all of which 
set up together would 
“construct a New India 
by 2022”, as indicated by 
the minister. The Budget 
numbers left a few ques-
tions hanging over how 
precisely these are to be 
funded.

Health gets a super pill, 
allocates insurance scheme 

each for 10 crore families

Healthcare emerged 
as the trendy topic of 
discussion of the 2018-
19 Budget, for the most 
part because of the an-
nouncement of the Rs 
5-lakh healthcare in-
surance scheme each 
for 10 crore families , 
yet the sector didn’t get 
mega portions. For one, 
the total budget of the 
health ministry remains 
at Rs 56,226 crore — an 
increment of 12% over 
last year.

The National Health 
Policy 2017 showed 
that health expenditure 
would increment to 
2.5% of GDP, however 
the objective is still far 
(it is 1.2% of the GDP at 
this moment).

For another, Na-
tional Health Mission 
(NHM) — the flagship 
scheme— has observed 
a decrease in alloca-
tion. While Rs 30801.56 
crore was spent on NHM 
in 2017-18, the current 
year’s designation is Rs 
30129.61 crore.

“Only Swasth Bharat 
can be a Samriddha 
Bharat. India cannot re-
alise its demographic 
dividend without its citi-
zens being healthy,” said 
finance minister Arun 
Jaitley before making 
what he later called “su-
per” health declarations.

Among these were the 
allocation of Rs 12,000 
crore for 1.5 lakh health 
and wellness segment. 
These focuses — the 
“foundation of India’s 
health system”— will 
give maternal and child 
health services and also 
free essential medica-
tions and diagnostics.

Going for one medical 
college for each three 
parliamentary constit-
uencies, government 
additionally declared 
plans to set up 24 new 
colleges and overhaul 
existing district health-
care facilities. It also 
designated Rs 600 crore 
for nutritional help to 
all tuberculosis patients 
at Rs 500 every month 
amid the treatment. 

Russian fighter jet comes within 5 
feet of US spy plane over Black Sea

The United States 
held a protest after a 
Russian Su-27 fight-
er jet intercepted a US 
Navy surveillance plane  
over the Black Sea on 
Monday.

Following the episode, 
the US called upon Russia 
to “cease” these unsafe ac-
tivity and “behave within 

international standards set 
to ensure safety”. How-
ever, Russia expelled the 
claim and said that all 
security safeguards were 
seen amid the interception 
attempt.

The incident unfurled 
while the US EP-3 Ari-
es spy plane was out on 
a mission in international 
airspace. It was later in-
tercepted by a Russian Su-
27, which flanked the US 
airplane for aroud 2 hours 
and 40 minutes, as per the 
US Navy’s statement.

As indicated by Russian 
defence ministry, a uniden-
tified aircraft was spotted 
on Monday over the Black 

Sea impartial waters, mov-
ing toward the Russian 
airspace. “A Su-27 fighter 
jet from air defense alert 
force was used to inter-
cept the target. The Su-27 
approached the aircraft to 
a safe distance and identi-
fied it as a US ЕР-3Е Aries 
II electronic warfare and 
reconnaissance aircraft,” 

the ministry was cited  
by Russia’s news office 
TASS.

The fighter jet returned 
to base after the US plane 
changed its flight course 
away from the Russian 
border, the ministry added.

“The Su-27 flight was 
performed in strict com-
pliance with international 
rule of airspace use, not in-
cidents were reported,” the 
ministry included.

Russian and NATO forc-
es both operate in interna-
tional air space over the 
Black Sea, and movement 
in the locality has warmed 
up since Russia added 
Crimea in 2014.

PG #3

President’s speech fuels speculation of 
early LS elections

Lower demands pushes apple to cut 
‘i-Phone X’ production by half

Team India Won ICC U-19 cricket 
World Cup 2018 PG #7PG #5

FACt

The 
population of 

the country 
is predicted 

to grow 
to around 

1.69 billion 
people by 

2050.

More humane & hygienic 
rules likely for poultry

The Center is planning to 
bring stricter guidelines 
under the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act for 
dealing with egg-laying 
hens and broiler chick-
ens. The move, prompted 
by Law Commission rec-
ommendations, is aimed 

for addressing worldwide 
concerns over unhygien-
ic states of poultry farms 
in India, which exports 
poultry items. With the 
commission a year ago 
bringing up the concern 
of eating chicken and 
eggs of a poultry where 

the chickens are kept 
in a cage is harmful to 
wellbeing, a qualification 
is probably going to be 
drawn between produce 
obtained from cage-free 
egg farming and that from 
battery-confine (control) 
farming.

Anirudh Soni

Anirudh Soni
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“Change Beats” uses a musical method to give a 
platform to bringing together privileged and under-
privileged children on a worldwide scale.

With an end goal to overcome any issues between 
individuals under-developed world and bring them 
nearer, Smile Foundation launched a trade program 
associated with music (instrumental and vocal both) 
called ‘Change Beats’ for India. Smile Foundation has 
been facilitated a musical workshop for youthful mu-
sicians from the Netherlands, Tanzania and India to 
create a music album as a major aspect of the Change 
Beats venture 2010. The initiator for the undertaking 
includes the Dutch joint effort of five development or-
ganizations called Change for Children.

Music is an exceptionally successful tool of com-
munication and touches numerous hearts in spite of 
contrasts in language and region. Priti Kalra, Senior 
Manager, Smile Foundation stated, “Change Beats  is 
yet another attempt to change the mindsets and per-
ception of youngsters living in developed world about 
their counterparts living in other parts of the world 
with the help of music.” The kids from The Neth-
erlands will blend music samples and beats which 
they got from children of India with their own mu-
sic to make a powerful new melodic proclamation for 
spreading brotherhood over the world, she said.

The music will be a grandstand of learning within the 
group of youngsters – a depiction of what are the dif-
ferent possibilities that can be explored for kids world-
wide for advancement of their life and understand their 
dreams.

EditorialNEwsoNdot 
Vision Budget 2018-2019

A Budget more often 
than not, endeavors to 
strike a fine harmony be-
tween the government’s 
quick political focuses 
and its endeavor to im-
pact overall economic 
development. By that 
measure, the Narendra 
Modi government’s last 
full Budget has tilted 
intensely for its politi-
cal priorities. This is a 
Budget essentially with 
an eye on the follow-
ing general decision. 
India’s anxious rustic 
economy was the focal 
point of consideration 
in finance minister Arun 
Jaitley’s speech. The 
arrangements he pro-
posed, nonetheless, were 
straight out of the play-
book of his forerunners 
–, for example, ensured 
support costs for crops.

On the positive side, 
the Budget perceived 
India’s learning crisis 
and proposed ventures 
to improve education 
benchmarks. Another ad-
mirable measure was the 
emphasis on healthcare. 
Monetary deficiency, the 

hole amongst expendi-
ture and income which is 
spanned through loans, 
is a measure of the ju-
diciousness with which 
government deals with 
the economy. There was 
a slight shortfall in 2017-
18, with an extent of 
GDP at 3.5% as against 
the targeted on 3.2%. 
Next financial related 
year’s objective is 3.3%, 
higher than what was an-
ticipated a year back.

The slippage is justi-
fiable as it incorporates 
transition cost of GST. 
Be that as it may, differ-
ent signs are troubsome. 
To show, NDA’s essen-
tial apparatus to help 
farmers is a “pre- de-
termined principle “ of 
fixing support cost for 
kharif crops at one-and-
a-half times the product 
cost. This is to be supple-
mented by endeavors to 
expand scope of farmers 
who can benefit them-
selves of it. Product costs 
differ and are affected, in 
addition to other things, 
by international crude 
prices. Politically, it will 

wind up noticeably in-
tense for governments to 
move far from this sort 
of liberal guarantee. It 
can lead to an unsafe cir-
cumstance in an adverse 
environment.

For the working-mid-
dle class, there is little 
to cheer. Another cess 
of 1% was added to the 
current levy so as to fund 
government’s education 
and healthcare spend-
ing. This offset potential 
gains up by presenting 
a standard deduction on 
taxable income for sal-
aried individuals. For 
citizens in higher high-
er slabs, the net effect 
will be an expansion in 
tax incidence. The other 
negative aspect was the 
introduction of 10% long 
haul capital gains tax 
impose on equity, equi-
ty oriented mutual funds 
and a distribution tax on 
income from equity ori-
ented mutual funds. This 
will chill value markets 
which have worked so 
far to somewhat balance 
the credit slowdown of 
beleaguered banks.

chANge BeATS
By change For children

Shadow on Naga polls as BJP, 10 other parties join boycott camp
Casting a shadow on 

elections of the assembly 
in Nagaland one month 
from now, 11 noteworthy 
parties, including the rul-
ing Naga People’s Front 
(NPF), its ally BJP and 
Congress, on Monday 
chose not nominate any 
candidate in the polls until 
the Center checks the de-
cades-old Naga issue.

Peace negotiations ha-
ven’t made any progress 
between the Center and 
Naga militant groups ever 
since the marking of the 
Naga ‘Framework Agree-
ment’ within the sight of 
PM Modi in Delhi in 2015.

The 11 parties marked a 
‘joint statement’ reporting 
that they won’t nominate 
any candidates for the Feb-

ruary 27 polls. Aside from 
NPF and the state units of 
BJP and Congress, oth-
er parties who signed the 
declaration are Nagaland 
Democratic Progressive 
Party, National People’s 
Party,  AAP, NCP,  JD(U), 
LJP, Nagaland Congress 
and United Nagaland 
Democratic Party.

To send a solid message 
to the Center, the Core 
Committee of Nagaland 
Tribal Hohos and Civil Or-
ganizations (CCNTHCO) 
has called a ‘bandh’ on 
Thursday, a day after the 
EC will announce a notifi-
cation for the election. The 
signing of the joint decla-
ration was declared at a 

media session after a gath-
ering of political parties, 
Naga Tribal Hohos (pin-
nacle bodies), NSCN(I-M) 
(which was one of the sig-
natories to the ‘Framework 
Agreement’) and six other 
Naga militant groups.

“We have no option but 
to hit the streets to impose 
a total bandh on Thursday. 
The course of our agitation 
depends on how the gov-
ernment of India reacts to 
the call of Naga NGOs for 
the solution (of the Naga 
issue), and not the elec-
tion,” said CCNTHCO 
convener Theja Therie. “It 
is up to the government of 
India to take a final call on 
the election and the Nagas 
are hoping for the best,” he 
included.

INS Karanj, Indian Navy 3rd Scropene 
class submarine launched

The Indian Navy on 
Wednesday launched INS 
Karanj, India’s third Scor-
pene class submarine, in 
Mumbai on Wednesday at 
the Mazagon Dock Ship-
builders Ltd (MDL). Na-
val chief Admiral Sunil 
Lanba was the chief guest.

INS Karanj is the third 
Scorpene class submarine 
produced by MDL un-
der the Project 75 plan of 
the Indian Navy. On the 
whole, six such subma-
rines are being indigenous-
ly , built in Mumbai. Each 
of the six are designed by 
French maritime defence 
and energy organization 
DCNS.

The first of these, INS 
Kalvari, was dispatched 
in Mumbai earlier in De-
cember. The second, INS 
Khanderi, is going through 
sea trials. All submarines 
are expected to be enlisted 
gradually into the Indian 
Navy by 2020.

Every one of the six die-
sel-electric assault subma-
rines will be outfitted with 
an anti-ship missile, which 
has a proven record in ac-
tion with other advance 
weapon system.

The best in class high-
lights of the Scorpene 
submarines incorporate 
superior stealth with the 
capability to launch devas-
tating assaults with preci-
sion-guided weapons.

The attack can be done 
with torpedoes both while 
submerged or at surface — 
in all war theaters, includ-
ing the tropics, giving it an 
unmatched advantage.

The submarine has a 

length of 67.5 meters and 
height of around 12.3 
meters. The frame shape, 
fin and hydroplanes are 
particularly designed to 
create least underwater re-
sistance.

Keeping with Indian 
naval convention, INS 
Karanj is also a reincar-
nation of an earlier sub-
marine that was in active 
duty from 1969 to 2003. 
It served the nation for 
almost 34 years and was 
a part of various missions 
in 1971. Wednesday’s oc-
casion denoted the resur-
rection of the submarine 
in a new avatar, the Indian 
Navy tweeted.

central Information commission asks ec to 
organize a special drive for 2,000 pending RTIs

Leader of kidnapper gang posing as Dial 100 response cops busted in Panna forests

The Central In-
formkation Com-
mission (CIC) has 
asked the Elec-
tion Commission 
(EC) to dispatch 
a unique drive to 
dispose of around 
2,000 Right to In-
formation (RTI) 
inquiries and first 
appeals awaiting 
a reaction for long time.

The headings of the CIC 
come in light of appeals 
filed by a many appellants 
whose RTI questions and 
first appeals recorded with 
the EC were not replied.

Amid the hearing, the 
EC told the CIC it had not 
received any RTI query re-
corded on the online RTI 
portal government of India 
in 2013. The backlog of 
these ‘unclaimed’ RTI in-
quiries has achieved 2,000 
in number

“Due to communication 
gap, the DoPT presumed 

that the Election Commis-
sion is ready to allow filing 
of RTI by public on their 
online RTI portal and gave 
Election Commission’s 
link on their website,” the 
EC said.

In any case, the CIC 
witnessed that the EC has 
not settled any due date to 
assemble their own RTI 
portal and requested that 
it present the most recent 
developments of the same.

The CIC observed that 
in spite of claiming to have 
not received RTIs recorded 
online by general public, 

the EC took no measures 
to issue a notice asking in-
dividuals to not document 
RTIs on the online RTI 
portal.

It additionally solicited 
the EC to guarantee dis-
posal of the pending RTI 
queries and first appeals by 
organizing special drive, 
as non- disposal of the RTI 
in time-bound way pulls 
in penal proceedings un-
der the RTI Act. The CIC 
additionally requested that 
the EC give the informa-
tion looked for by Dhingra 
within a 30 day timeframe.

UP Home Guard Director 
vows to build Ram temple in 
Ayodhya, stokes controversy

Uttar Pradesh Home 
Guard Director General 
Surya Kumar Shukla has 
stoked a controversy by 
taking a vow for building 
the Ram temple in Ayod-
hya. Amid an occasion at 
Lucknow University on 
Thursday, Shukla pledged 
alongside some Muslim 
leaders.

The person who man-
aged the pledge was Mus-
lim Karya Sewa Manch 
president Azam Khan, 
who has been vocal for the 
construction of Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya since Yogi 
Adityanath-drove Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government was elected in 
Uttar Pradesh.

While addressing media 

personal, Shukla changed 
his position saying Ram 
temple ought to be con-
structed with accord. “The 
Supreme Court has said 
that Ram temple should 
be constructed by peaceful 
means with consensus of 
members of all religions. 
This should be followed 
for the construction,” he 
said.

Shukla is an official  of 
the Indian Police Service 
of 1982 batch. He has 
apparently been in the 
race become the Director 
General of Police in Uttar 
Pradesh.

The Supreme Court 
started its final hearing 
of the historical Ram 
Janmabhoomi-Babri Mas-

jid dispute on December 
5, 2017. The case recent-
ly came back in the news 
after Art of Living author 
Ravi Shankar’s mediation, 
has the history that goes 
back to the 15th century. In 
November2017 Shia Waqf 
Board suggested that Ram 
Mandir be constructed in 
Ayodhya while the mosque 
can be built in Lucknow.

The mosque originally 
dates back to 1528. It was 
erected in Ayodhya by 
Mir Baqi – a command-
er of Mughal ruler Babur 
– thus the name Babri 
Masjid. A report by the 
Archeological Survey of 
India suggested the pres-
ence of a tenth century 
temple at the site.

With CCTV, Wi-Fi, Railways Seeks 
a Major Technology Overhaul

Railway Minister Piy-
ush Goyal on Thursday 
said the national transport-
er this year would empha-
sis on technology to guar-
antee safety and security 
on its network.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley apportioned Rs. 
2,025 crore for upgrading 
the the signalling and tele-
communication network 
of the Indian Railways in 
2018-2019. Rs. 11,450 
crore has been reserved for 
track restoration.

The lion’s share of the 
push will be on enhancing 
the signalling framework 
through ETCS II, Mr Goy-
al said.

“When ETCS II, which 
is the most modern ra-
dio-based signalling sys-
tem in the world, comes 
into force ...say in Mum-
bai, the frequency of trains 
will reduce to two minutes 
from three to four minutes 
at present,” he said.

“The focus will be on 
technology, in everything. 
I have to give people se-

curity. If I try and provide 
personnel on every train 
and in every coach, it will 
be very expensive. My tar-
get is to have CCTV cam-
eras and Wi-Fi in all trains 
and all coaches,” he said at 
a press briefing.

Mr Goyal said the ag-
gregate expenditure antic-
ipated on safety, including 
Rashtriya Rail Sanrak-
sha Kosh (RRSK), is Rs. 
73,065 crore in 2018-19. 
It was Rs. 68,725 crore in 
2017-18.

The RRSK will have 
Rs. 5,000 crore from Cap-
ital (Budgetary Support), 
Rs. 5,000 crore from the 
Railways revenue and 
Rs. 10,000 crore from the 
Railway Safety Fund.

“The key imperatives  
would be to focus on le-
veraging technology and 
private sector involvement 
in effectively and efficient-
ly meeting mobility expec-
tations of its different cli-
ent segments,” says Bharat 
Salhotra, Vice President 
ALSTOM, Asia Pacific.

Not feasible to double farmers’ 
income by 2022: Manmohan Singh

Previous Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh on 
Friday said it isn’t con-
ceivable to twofold farm-
ers’ income by 2022 until 
the point when the agri-
cultural growth is 12%.

“The government says 
farmers’ income will be 
doubled by 2022. But 
it’s not possible until 
the agricultural growth 

is 12 per cent. Until we 
achieve that ... It is just 
a hollow assurance,” 
Congress senior member 
Ghulam Nabi Azad quot-
ed Manmohan Singh as 
saying after a meeting of 
opposition parties here. 
“The dinancial shortfall 
appears to have expand-
ed,” the former prime 
minister said.

Devraj Singh, the head 
of the gang that kid-
napped a girl from 
a village in Madhya 
Pradesh's Panna region 
a week ago by acting 
like policemen with a 
Dial 100 police response 
van, was captured after a 
brief encounter and pur-
sue in Panna forests as 

his gun broke down.
 Singh, who carried a re-
ward of Rs 25,000, and 
three policemen were 
injured in the encounter 
and pursue that occurred 
around 2.30 am on Fri-
day night and stretched 
till Saturday morning.
On January 27, Singh, 
and four associates ab-

ducted a girl from 
her home in a re-
mote village in Pan-
na district, posing 
as cops. They used 
a Dial 100 van and 
police uniform that 
they stole from po-
licemen earlier  who 
was in charge of the 
van.



Portraying the Na-
tional Health Protection 
Scheme (or Modicare, 
as some are calling it) 
as the forerunner to uni-
versal health coverage in 
the country, NITI Aayog 
said it will require 12,000 
crore annually to cover 
100 million poor houses 
(and 500 million people 
individually).

The plan is probably 

going to be rolled out 
on Independence Day, 
August 15, or on Gandhi 
Jayanti, October 2, this 
year.

“Around ₹2,000 crore 
has been allocated for 
the scheme, but eventu-
ally, the states will have 
to implement it with help 
from the Centre. The 
Centre will bear 60% of 
the cost, and 40% will be 

borne by the states,” said 
J P Nadda, Union health 
minister.

The extra Rs 11,000 
raised from expanding 
the education and health 
cess from per cent to a 4 
per cent will be addition-
ally used to fund NHPS.

“NHPS is expected to 
reach 50 per cent bene-
ficiaries in the first year 
based on the states’ ac-
ceptance, for which it 
will need a budget of Rs 
6,000 crore in 2018-19,” 
said Alok Kumar, advi-
sor, NITI Aayog.

A premium between Rs 
1,000 and Rs 1,200 for 
every family will give 
a coasting cover of Rs 5 
lakh. The recipients for 
the scheme have been 

distinguished based on 
the socio-economic caste 
statistics 2011.

“We will start drawing 
in with the states from 
one week from now,” said 
Dr Vinod Paul, Member 
(Health) NITI Aayog.

“It’s an initial step and 
the states with ready-
made plans will profit 
promptly in light of the 
fact that they can move 
it out rapidly. The last 
mile will take four to 
five years as the test 
will be to move it out in 
underserved states with 
couple of doctor’s fa-
cilities and specialists,” 
said K Sujatha Rao, pre-
vious secretary, Union 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare.
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Malaysia bans Padmaavat, says 
it might hurt Muslim sentiments

Bollywood’s Contro-
versial film ‘Padmaavat’, 
prior titled ‘Padmavati’, 
which has released in In-
dia after a difficult battle, 
is currently banned from 
opening in silver screens 
in Malaysia over concerns 
in regards to “sensitivi-
ties of Islam”. Malaysia’s 
National Film Censorship 
Board (LPF) has banned 
movie producer Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali’s ‘Pad-
maavat’ from being re-
leased in the nation.

LPF director Mohd 
Zamberi Abdul Aziz said 
in an announcement that 
the storyline of the movie 
itself is of grave matter of 
worry as “The storyline 

of the film touches on 
the sensitivities of Islam. 
That in itself is a matter 
of grave concern in Ma-
laysia, a Muslim-majority 
country”.

In light of sixteenth 
century poet Malik Mu-
hammad Jayasi’s lyric 

‘Padmavat’, the film was 
caught in succession in 
India after challenges 
from a Rajput equip Shri 
Rajput Karni Sena over 
allegations that the mo-
tion picture manupilates 
authentic historical facts 
and gouges the pride of 

the Rajput people group. 
The film was in the long 
run released in India on 
January 25.

Post-discharge, the film 
has had different reviews. 
It has been scrutinized by a 
few sections for glorifying 
not only Jauhar and fur-
thermore to show Alaud-
din Khilji as an evil spirit 
like figure. The distributor 
in Malaysia will appeal to 
the LPF’s decision to an 
independently constituted 
Film Appeals Committee 
on Tuesday. Malaysia has 
a background marked by 
restricting release of mov-
ies that are broadly dis-
tributed at the other parts 
of the world.

President’s speech fuels 
speculation of early LS elections

President Ram Nath 
Kovind’s pitch for concur-
rent Lok Sabha and assem-
bly polls in his address to 
the joint sitting of Parlia-
ment on Monday — a sub-
ject over and over raised 
by PM Narendra Modi — 
revived speculation of the 
2019 elections being pre-
sented to line up with the 
get assembly polls due by 
the end of 2018.

In his first deliver to Par-
liament, Kovind contend-
ed that frequent polls affect 
the economy by forcing a 
gigantic weight on human 
resources while the ‘model 
code of conducts’ hinders 
advancement exercises. 
The President said a “ 
sustained debate is need-
ed regarding the matter of 
simultaneous elections and 
every single political par-
ties needs to build a base 
on this issue”.

The buzz was further 

strengthened at a gather-
ing of NDA leaders where 
Modi repeated the point, 
saying leaders could be-
gin debating the issue and 
make a positive air for the 
proposition. As before, 
the PM underlined the 
requirement for holding 
polls at the same time, 
saying a ceaseless cycle of 
elections hurt progress and 
pose a tremendous finan-
cial strain on the nation.

‘Empowerment, not ap-

peasement of minorities, 
is Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s mantra’, says Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind

While Modi has regu-
larly upheld simultaneous 
polls, the restrictions lev-
ied by the Congress has 
been cold to the thought 
up until this point. Truth 
be told, when the Election 
Commission decided to 
delink the polls in Him-
achal Pradesh from Guja-
rat, Congress leaders ad-

dressed how it compared 
with Modi’s push for si-
multaneous polls. The op-
position has been careful 
about simultaneous polls, 
suspecting this may be a 
plot to cover the incum-
bency of BJP governments 
in significant states like 
Rajasthan, MP and Chhat-
tisgarh, where the polls are 
due toward the end of the 
year by subsuming state is-
sues with a bigger national 
choice on the Modi sarkar.

‘Modicare’ will give Rs 1,100-1,200 per family every year

10 years on, Rs 70,000cr sub venture still stays stuck

India is yet to get break-
ing on its long-pending 
task to fabricate six ad-
vance stealth submarines, 
with land-attack cruise 
missile and air-autono-
mous propulsion for more 
prominent submerged en-
durance, over 10 years af-
ter the underlying approval 
from the defence ministry.

Defence sources, in-
deed, say the ‘acceptance 
of necessity’ (AoN) for the 

around Rs 70,000 crore 
($10.9 billion) diesel-elec-
tric submarine project 
called “Project-75 India” 
will lapse again on Febru-
ary 6 without “any solid 
progress” being made to 
choose the Indian shipyard 
and the outside collabora-
tor for it.

Despite the fact that the 
AoN for the project, which 
was first signed back in 
November 2007, would 

have to extended, it must 
be recalled that it will take 
another seven to eight 
years for the first subma-
rine to be build after the 
final contracts are really 
finalized.

This is yet another in-
auspicious indication of 
the sheer absence of long 
term defence planning 
and execution to assemble 
military capacities tuned 
in to the nation’s grow-
ing strategic objectives. 
No real “Make in India” 
venture in the defence has 
really commenced over 
the most recent four years, 
with no less than six mega 
plans worth over Rs 3.5 
lakh crore stuck at various 
stages.

Undertaking 75 India, 
which has been stuck in 
usual politico-bureau-

cratic issues and a series 
expert committees and 
other teams, obviously is 
yet to be even finished. 
Four ship-builders, Naval 
Group-DCNS (France), 
ThyssenKrupp Marine 
Systems (Germany), Ro-
soboronexport Rubin De-
sign Bureau (Russia) and 
Saab Kockums (Sweden), 
have reacted to the request 
for information (RFI) is-
sued for the task in July a 
year ago.

Be that as it may, the 
RFI is yet to waitlist the 
Indian “strategic partner” 
or shipyard is yet to be 
even issued. Therefore, 
the “marriage” or the 
inevitable down-deter-
mination of the Indian 
shipyard with the foreign 
collaboratoris still no 
place not too far off.

Jet Airways beat Air India in being tardy 
last year with 1/3rd of flights late

Domestic carrier Air In-
dia has been awfully un-
reliable especially when 
it comes to punctuality, 
however that title has now 
gone to Jet Airways in 
India. It has recieved the 
tag of being the most no-
ticeable bad on-time per-
former in the eight months 
of the year 2017, with up-
wards of third of its flight 
operations delayed. 

Jet Airways and Jet Lite 
flown 20.7 million nation-
al travelers in 2017. Jet’s 
poor dependability record 
has turned flyers includ-
ing businessmen, repre-

sentatives, industrialists, 
corporates and other long 
standing customers into an 
agony. 

In the previous half year, 
scores of regular travellers 
ended up killing time at 
airport terminals, missing 
important meetings and 
engagements. At 10.40am 
on Monday, the display 
screen at Mumbai terminal 
showed the Jet’s flight 9W 
307 to Delhi was on time 
for 11am. “At that point 
they all of a sudden report-

ed it’s been postponed to 
12.45pm because of oper-
ational reasons,” said a Jet 
platinum card member. 

Air India to a great ex-
tent had the most exceed-
ingly bad on-time perfor-
mance (OTP) till March 
2017. In April and May, 
Jet Airways tumbled to the 
bottom most spot, howev-
er it recovered by a slight 
margin in June. From 
there on, Jet has unshan-
kenbly stayed at the bot-
tom through 2017 with a 
70% OTP for its domestic 
flights. 

Air India (72%) was 

slightly superior to Jet, 
however not superior to 
Vistara (76%). The three 
together make up India’s 
whole reserve of full-
fledged airlines, the main 
carriers that offer frequent 
flying customers with ben-
efits like zero cancelation 
and rebooking charges. 

Jet fared superior to 
Air India in international 
flights. Jet (66.2%) is at 
85th rank and Air India 
(60.2%) at 98 by UK air 
travel survey organization.

Rural, OBC students 
more competent, finds 

NCERT’s National 
Assessment Survey

An across the nation 
study directed by the 
government to survey 
the standard of education 
in Classes 3, 5 and 8 has 
revealved that students in 
rural regions perform no-
ticeably better  to those 
in urban zones; girls out-
shines boys in English 
and mathematics; and, 
students in the belonging 
to other backward class-
es (OBC) perform better 
comparitively than all 
others. 

All things considered, 

the general numbers 
paint an surprising pic-
ture: Only 64.3% in Class 
3 could answer a math 
question meant for Class 
3 students effectively; 
the extent went down to 
54.14% in Class 5 (for a 
question meant for Class 
5 students); and 42.07% 
in Class 8. 

The comparing num-
bers in English were not 
too great either: 67.7% 
in Class 3; 58.43% in 
Class 5; and 56.7% in 
Class 8.

Jallikattu: SC 
refers plea to 
Constitution 

bench
The Supreme Court on 

Friday took up the mat-
ters of bull- taming sport 
Jallikattu to a Constitu-
tion bench.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra and 
Justice RF Nariman en-
circled five inquiries to 
be settled on by the Con-
stitution seat.

“We have formulat-
ed five questions for the 
Constitution bench,” Jus-
tice Nariman said while 
pronouncing the order.

The apex court on De-
cember 12 previous year, 
had said that it would 
refer to a five-judge con-
stitution bench batch of 
pleas challenging Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra 
laws permitting Jallikattu 
and bullock cart races.

The court, while re-
serving its order, had 
said the larger bench 
would choose wheth-
er states have the “leg-
islative competence” 
to form such laws on 
grounds, including that 
Jallikattu and bullock 
cart racing fell under the 
social rights cherished 
under Article 29(1) and 
can be secured constitu-
tionally.

news Digest

The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corridor, which 
was strip down in 2016, is set to make a re-
turn with a new avatar - Express Bus Service.
The city got its first BRT corridor in 2008 
between Moolchand and Ambedkar Nagar 
during the Congress administration. This 
6-km stretch resulted in enormous traffic 
jams driving Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) to 
scrap the whole project.

BRT version 2.0 likely from east Delhi 
to Mori Gate

Shruti Vinod Shrikhande, 22, and last year 
student of Indian Law Society (ILS) Law 
College, is the national topper among girls 
in Combined Defense Services examination 
directed by the Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC).

Shruti Vinod Shrikhande, from Pune 
tops UPSC exams

50 shops destroyed in fire at 
Madurai’s Meenakshi temple 

Almost 50 shops were destroyed late on Fri-
day night in a significant fire at the Meenak-
shi Amman temple in Tamil Nadu’s Madu-
rai, police said.
Fire service authorities combated for two 
hours to douse the fire, which suspected to 
have been started off by an electrical short 
circuit.  Veera Raghava Rao, Madurai district 
collector later assured the media personnel 
that there was no damage to the temple.
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PReM WATSA
chAIRMAN AND ceO , FAIRFAx 
FINANcIAL hOLDINgS
 Prem Watsa was 

born in 1950 in 
Hyderabad, In-
dia and was or-
phaned as a boy. 
He shined in 
school despite his 
misfortune, and 
later was able to 
enroll himself to 
study chemical 
engineering at the 
Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT). For business school he migrated 
to Canada to join his brother (with $8 in his pocket, 
say some reports)and joined the University of West-
ern Ontario’s MBA program.
He made his way through school life by selling ap-
pliances door-to-door. After a stint as an investment 
analyst, Watsa in 1984 decided ventured out on his 
own. He began tying up insurance companies, mod-
eling his business after the success of his idol: War-
ren Buffett. 
Watsa is a hard core fan of the value investor. He 
also named one of his kids after famed value man 
Ben Graham.
Watsa, who founded financial services firm Fairfax 
Financial Holdings in Toronto in 1985. At age 68, he 
is still going strong as chairman and CEO of the com-
pany. This publicly-listed firm has decentralized in-
surance and reinsurance programs in the US, several 
countries of Europe and Latin America, even Africa 
and Asia. Fairfax now has properties with casual-
ty insurance and reinsurance interests whole across 
four continents and also holds stakes in numerous 
companies including phone maker BlackBerry and 
IBM. He also owns a stake in Fairfax India.
After founding Fairfax Watsa’s own legend grew to 
a high level. He precisely predicted the 1987 crash, 
1990s Japan’s crash and most recently the global 
financial crisis - though he might have been a tad 
little early on that one.

h. M. BhARUKA
KANSAI NeROLAc PAINTS, MD

Kansai Nerolac 
Paints began its 
voyage in 1920 
as Gahagan Paints 
and Varnish Co. 
Ltd. at Lower 
Parel in Mumbai. 
In 1930, three 
British organiza-
tions converged 
to formulate Lead 
Industries Group 
Ltd. In 1933,

Mr. H. M. Bha-
ruka, Managing Director of Kansai Nerolac has been 
the main thrust behind the high- accelerated develop-
ment of the organization. He has been instrumental in 
building and situating the Company as a main player 
in the paints business. Today, Kansai Nerolac has built 
up itself as the pioneer in the industrial paints segment. 
Mr. Bharuka was selected as the Managing Director of 
the Company in April 2001. Subsequent to joining the 
Company in 1985, Mr. Bharuka has had the experience 
of working in different departments, spreading over, for 
example, Accounts, Finance, sales and Marketing. He 
is likewise in charge focussing on Marketing and Infor-
mation Technology at Nerolac thus driving the organi-
zation towards giving better products and services to its 
clients. With a several achievements in this portfolio, 
Mr. Bharuka has been the face behind the company’s 
budgetary strenghts. Mr. Bharuka is a qualified AICWA 
from the Institute of Cost and Works Accountants of In-
dia and has done B.Com from the Mumbai University.

KNP has faith in innovations at product level and 
has been the precursor in propelling new products 
and technologies for the advantage of our customers. 
In future as well, we would launching numerous new 
products and offering different range of finishes. We 
are dedicated on investing in brand building. “Our ex-
pense on Marketing is around Rs390mn annually and 
for the products we have full fledged in-house R&D 
setup for support. we have access to their World Class 
technology and research. We are, therefore, in a posi-
tion to offer world class products and solutions to our 
customers.” he included.

Reducing corporate tax to 25% is a major initiative towards creating a competitive 
environment for doing business in India : Amit Shah, President of BJP

In Parliamentary language, the Sensex just placed a solid 800 point No 
Confidence Motion against budget : Rahul Gandhi, President of Congress

Delhi-based Leaf Wearables, a unit 
of Leaf Innovation is a brilliant - Smart 
Jewelry startup that designs unique 
pendants, ornaments, bracelets and key 
chains that have a little round device at 
their heart called SAFER. At any point 
when user double taps the gadget, it 
triggers its app is notified about a po-
tential danger. Further, after receiving 
the alert, the app triggers an alarm to 
the client’s network.

Leaf Wearables’ first product ‘Safer’ 
is a jewelry that can be worn as a pen-
dant. To ensure that the jewelry looks 
appealing, the device is made up of a 
rust-resistant, non-corrosive stainless 
steel with stylish crystal stones and 
diamond-cut glass that have the safety 
system underneath it. Priced at R2499, 
the jewellery needs just 15 minutes to 
charge for a whole week of use.

SAFER’s GPS work goes about be-
ing the user’s close companion and 
allows their friends and family to be 
aware about their location at each 
moment of the day or night. The user 

simply needs to include her destination 
and the time she is leaving, and the 
user’s network can monitor her move-
ment the whole time. Alongside this, 
it also includes a map showing all the 
hospitals and police stations close to 
the client’s area.

Leaf Wearables have received dif-
ferent awards all over the globe even 
before its products were launced in the 
market, including the Ericsson innova-
tion award in 2015. It was one of the top 
10 innovative new companies in India 
department of science and technology 
in 2015 and its establishing group went 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on his visit to Silicon Valley to take 
an part in the first India-US Startup 
Konnect that year. In December 2015, 
it raised $250,000 up in seed funding 
from Mumbai Angels and others. The 
start-up is currently int the process of 
raising Series A funding of $ 2.5-3 mil-
lion. Since its debute, Leaf Wearables 
has sold more than 8000 units, and has 
an online presence all over the globe.

the ultimate gift to keep your loved ones safe

startup watch Leaf Wearables

Business
Indian Oil aiming to invest Rs 3,400 crore 
in Assam to expand operations

Tech giant Dell Technologies Inc, on Friday said it 
will explore public offering of common stock or a asso-
siation with business software maker VMware Inc, its 
publicly held subsidiary.

Dell, the world’s biggest privately held technology 
company, is experiencing pressure to boost profitability 
after its debt-laden acquisition of data storage provider 
EMC Corp for $67 billion in 2016 ceased to meet finan-
cial related targets, hurt by volatile price rivalry.

Debt-laden Dell says it will consider 
IPO or merger with VMware

India’s top online grocer BigBasket raised $300 mil-
lion in a funding round driven by China’s Alibaba, giv-
ing it more capability to rival US contender Amazon.

Bengaluru-headquartered BigBasket, assessed by 
analyst Forrester, accounts for around 40 percent of In-
dia’s $750 million online grocery supply market, rivals 
with SoftBank-supported Grofers and Amazon’s India 
unit for a greater cut of the market.

Alibaba drives online grocer BigBasket in a 
$300 million fund-raisingIndian Oil Corporation is aiming to invest Rs 3,400 

crore in Assam throughout the next five years to grow 
its operations by setting up new units and also upgrad-
ing existing ones, a senior IOC official said on Saturday.

The company will sign a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with the Assam government to 
this  proposition at the two-day ‘Advantage Assam 
- Global Investors Summit 2018’ in Guwahati, the 
authority said.

Buzz

Motorsports, auto gam-
ing field and autonomous 
vehicle exhibitions will 
be among the key attrac-
tions at the 14th edition 
of the Auto Expo, as per 
industry body SIAM.

“There are many events 
happening for the first 
time, including Mo-
torsports, auto gaming 
arena, future decoded 
(virtual reality zone) and 
autonomous vehicle dis-
play which will show 
what the future would be 

like,” says SIAM Presi-
dent Abhay Firodia.

The expo, from Feb-
ruary 9-14, will see 24 
new launches and un-
covering of more than 

100 vehicles. Moreover, 
there will be 12 new 
companies taking part in 
the event, the larger part 
being in the electric ve-
hicle space.

 BMC has increased its budget to boost 
a slew of infrastructure projects

The BMC has expand-
ed its budget by 8% 
this year, essentially to 
kickstart a number of 
infrastructure projects, 
however it has left mu-
nicipal taxes unaltered, 
selecting to dip into its 
own reserves for the 
first time for the city’s 
development.

The commissioner of 

the nation’s wealthiest 
municipal body, Ajoy 
Mehta, on Friday intro-
duced a financial plan 
of Rs 27,258 crore for 
Mumbai for the finan-
cial year 2018-19, an-
ticipating an expansion 
of more than Rs 2,000 
crore (more than 2017-
18), yet at the same time 
shy of the Rs 37,000 
crore figures were de-

clared on the previous 
year.

Among key activities 
specified in the proposi-
tion are a 39-km cycling 
track along the Tansa 
water mains, floating 
barriers to keep trash 
out of the city’s water-
ways and rivers, and 
an public-private asso-
ciation model for civic 
schools.

Union Budget 2018: what’s cheaper or 
more expensive from Cars to Cellphones

Mobile phones, motor-
cycles and cars, perfumes, 
fruit juices and footwear 
are among the few items 
that will end up being cost-
lier after Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley on Thursday 
increased the customs du-
ties on them in Union Bud-
get 2018-19.

Select things, for exam-
ple, imported raw cashew 
nuts, solar tempered glass 
and raw materials and 
adornments of cochlear 
implants will wind up be-
ing cheaper with the gov-
ernment decreasing import 
duties on these things.

Here’s a rundown of 
imported things that will 
wind up plainly costlier:  
Cars and motorcycles, Mo-
bile phones, Silver, Gold, 
Vegetable, fruit juices in-
cluding orange and cran-
berry, Sunglasses, Miscel-
laneous food preparations 
other than soya protein, 
Perfumes and toilet wa-

ters, Sunscreen, suntan, 
nail treatment, pedicure 
preparations, Preparations 
for oral dental cleanliness, 
dental floss, Pre-shave, 
shaving or facial cleanser 
preparations,, Deodor-
ants, shower gels, per-
fumery, Scent sprays and 
comparable toilet sprays, 
Truck and Bus radial tires, 
Silk Fabrics, Footwear, 
Colored gemstones, Di-
amonds, Imitation jew-
ellery, Smart watches/
wearable gadgets, LCD/
LED TV boards, Furniture, 
Mattresses, Lamps, Wrist 
watches, pocket watches, 
clocks, Tricycles, bikes, 
pedal cars, wheeled toys, 
dolls’ carriages, dolls, toys, 
puzzles of different sorts, 

Video game consoles, Ar-
ticles and gear for sports 
or outdoor games, swim-
ming pools and paddling 
pools, Cigarette and other 
lighters, candles, Kites, 
Edible/vegetable oils, for 
example, olive oil, ground-
nut oil, Here’s a rundown 
of imported things that 
will wind up plainly less 
expensive:, Raw cashew 
nuts, Solar safety glass or 
Solar tempered glass uti-
lized for manufacture solar 
panels/modules, Raw ma-
terials, parts or accessories 
utilized as a part of making 
cochlear implants, Select 
capital merchandise and 
gadgets, for example, ball 
screws and linear motion 
guides.

Economic Survey: 7.5% growth in 
2018-19; focus on jobs, farmers, education

The Economic Sur-
vey released on Monday 
proposed that the Indian 
economy was in the pink 
of well-being, yet was 
mindful about risk emerg-
ing from tireless high 
costs of the crude oil or a 
sharp rectification in stock 
exchanges over the medi-
um term and from climate 
change as time goes on.

The notice on climate 
change was especially dis-
turbing since it proposed 
that agricultural incomes 
could drop by as much 
as a quarter if the effects 
of global warming isn’t 
checked in time.

Around 500-page offi-
cial economic report card 
this year, shaded pink to 
mirror its focus on gender, 
contended that boosting 
private venture, exports 
and investments would 
remain the two crucial 
methods for managing 
development. It likewise 
required an emphasis on 
creating employments 
opportunities, patching 
up education and raising 
farming efficiency, rec-
ognizing these as the key 
difficulties in the medium 
term.

Displaying the GST 
Council as a one of a kind 
model of cooperative 
federalism, it focused on 
stretching out this mod-
el for settling the state 
water crises and in mak-
ing pan-India markets 
for agricultural produce 
and electricity. It like-
wise called for states and 
metropolitan bodies to 
accomplish more as far 
as raising tax revenues of 
their own.

The study designated a 
whole chapter to itemize 
the advantages of GST as 
far as broadening the tax 
base, including through 
deliberate compliance. It 
additionally mined GST 
information to feature that 
the informal sector did not 
exactly rule the non-farm 
economy to the degree by 

and large accepted.
Taking note of gender 

discrimination in India 
had gone down to 14 
from 17 parameters in 
the last 10-15 years, the 
study said that the cor-
relation with expanding 
economy was more crit-
ical in India than other 
nations. Thus, it saw, 
there was justifiable and 
motivational reason to be 
hopeful about further im-
provements as the econ-
omy hits a high develop-
ment path.

While striking a self-sal-
utary note on the change 
in India’s simplicity of 
working and doing busi-
ness rankings, the survey 
recognized legal logjams 
as an obstacle for support-
ing improvements on this 
front.

Auto Expo: Autonomous driving, 
gaming zone key attractions

Anirudh Soni



CII seeks better GST compliance 
procedures in Budget

Slower-than-antici-
pated deals have pushed 
Apple to cut iPhone X 
manufacturing by 50% 
for the January-March 
period - to 20 million 
units from the prior ar-
ranged 40 million units, 
the media revealed.

As indicated by a report 
in Nikkei Asian Review 
on Tuesday, the Cuper-
tino-based company has 
informed suppliers that 
it has opted to cut the iP-
hone production by half 
due to sluggish-than-an-
ticipated sales in Europe, 
the US and China.

“With components de-
liveries delayed, Apple 
had struggled to keep 
up with demand for the 
iPhone X immediately 
after its launch. Rising in-
ventories appear to have 
pushed the company to 
sharply slow production,” 
the report added.

“Looking forward, the 
lacklustre sales could re-
sult in a delay to the com-
pany’s plans to introduce 
OLED screens in other 
iPhone models,” the re-
port stated.

South Korean rival 
Samsung that presently 
gives OLED display to 
the $999 iPhone X will 
likewise be hit as its de-
mand will likewise be in-
fluenced.

The production cuts 
for iPhone X, said the re-
port, will have a domino 
impact on producers that 
supply high-quality parts 
for the handset, with the 
joined effect anticipated 
to cost around billions 
of dollars for the Janu-

ary-March quarter alone”.
Last month, an analyst 

related with Taiwanese 
business firm KGI Se-
curities said that more 
languid slower-than-an-
ticipated demand may 
lead Apple to suspend the 
original iPhone X around 
mid-2018 as the next-gen 
model will be launched 
later in 2018.

As indicated by Ming-
Chi Kuo, the most well 
known analyst of KGI 
Securities with regards 

to Apple, the Cuper-
tino-based mammoth 
won’t offer iPhone X at 
a slashed down price as 
it will hurt its other prod-
ucts in the low-cost pre-
mium segment.

“We expect iPhone 
X will go to end of life 
(EOL) around mid-2018 
and that total life cycle 
shipments will be around 
62 million units, lower 
than our previous fore-
cast of 80 million units,” 
the analyst said.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin laughs 
off Washington`s `Kremlin list`

SpaceX rocket launches Luxembourg’s 
communications satellite for NATO

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket launched from Florida on 
Wednesday conveying into orbit a Luxembourg-made 
communications satellite designed partially to expand 
NATO’s surveillance reach and its ability to prevent cy-
ber assaults on alliance members.

The lift-off at 4.25 pm EST (2125 GMT) from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station after a technical glitch that 
incited a 24-hour flight delay.

Indian-American CEO sacked for 
attempting to bribe Detroit city official

President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday laughed off a US 
rundown of Russians tapped for conceivable authoriza-
tions, joking that he was offended as his name was not 
part of it, but rather marked it an “unfriendly act”

The US Treasury on Monday released the hotly antici-
pated list of Russian authorities - drove by Prime Minis-
ter Dmitry Medvedev - and business persons singled out 
for sanctions under a law intended to punish Moscow 
for its charged interfering in the election that conveyed 
Donald Trump to power.

Parimal D Mehta, 54, A former Indian-American 
CEO of an IT company situated in the US city of 
Detroit has been sscked for alleged role in arranging 
a scheme to bribe a city authority to get benefits, the 
Department of Justice has said.

Mehta is also alleged to have employed Dodd’s 
family members at FutureNet and its subsidiaries. 
Dodd previously pleaded guilty to bribery on Sep-
tember 27, 2016.
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Ahead of the Budget, 
business chamber CII has 
looked upon to redress 
the issues identified with 
GST compliance includ-
ing matching of invoices, 
filing of returns and getting 
timely input tax credit.

As indicated by the 
chamber, simplification of 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) compliances would 
bring about higher number 
of returns filed, expanded 
collection of revenues, and 
less demanding working 
capital management by in-
dustry and trade. The GST 
Network (GSTN) working 
and return filing formats 
could be changed to guar-
antee acknowledgment of 
invoices, it included.

CII emphasized the re-
quirement for planning 
a secure and successful 
return filing framework 
where consistent and faster 
input tax credit (ITC) can 
be availed by the beneficia-
ry, as against to the present 
need of filing three GST 

returns. In a statement, 
CII said it is in concur-
rence with the recommen-
dations introduced to the 
GST Council by Nandan 
Nilekani, previous chair-
man of the Unique Identi-
fication Authority of India 
and administrator, Infosys.

“If the buyer accepts 
supplier invoices on the 
GST System, this automat-
ically determines the input 
tax credit. In the proposed 
model, there will be no 
mismatch or reversal,” the 
statement cited Nilekani as 
saying.

“Currently, the buyer is 
responsible for ensuring 
tax payment by suppliers 
to avail ITC. Mismatch in 
invoices due to filing er-

rors leads to funds being 
held up. A successful mod-
el should align with the 
natural business process,”  
Nilekani included.

He additionally recom-
mended that the proposed 
procedure will offer dif-
ferent channels for transfer 
and acceptance of invoices 
and filing of returns.

Low taxpayer citizens 
with no robust account-
ing systems can see and 
acknowledge pending 
invoices specifically on 
the portal, and SME tax-
payers with some level 
of automation can utilize 
Excel-based offline tool to 
download, compare and 
accept pending invoices. 
He said.

Lower demands pushes apple to 
cut ‘i-phone X’ production by half

Hamas leader designated as terrorist by US State Department
The US State Depart-

ment said on Wednesday it 
had assigned Ismail Hani-
yeh, leader of the Islamist 
Palestinian group Hamas, 
as a terrorist.

The State Department 
said in a statement that 
Haniyeh, alongside two 
Islamist group operating 
in Egypt and one in the 
Palestinian regions, were 
also designated in the list 
as global terrorists.

It cited Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson as saying the 
designations “target key 
terrorist groups and leaders 
– including two sponsored 
and directed by Iran – who 
are threatening the stability 
of the Middle East, under-

mining the peace process, 
and attacking our allies 
Egypt and Israel.”

The three groups desig-
nated by the State Depart-
ment are:

- Harakat al-Sabireen, as 
the statement said is spon-
sored by Iran, works in 
Gaza and the West Bank, 
and launched rockets into 
Israel;

- Liwa al-Thawra, which 
it said has claimed respon-
sibility regarding assassi-

nating an Egyptian armed 
force general in Cairo in 
2016 and a bombing in 
2017;

- Harakat Sawa’d Misr 
(HASM), which it said 
was responsible for exe-
cuting an Egyptian securi-
ty officer and some other 
attacks.

The State Department 
designations deny Hani-
yeh and the three groups, 
entry into the U.S. finan-
cial system.

“Time to give peace with India a chance”: 
Pakistan Army General Qamar J. Bajwa

General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, Pakistan’s head of 
armed force staff, has made 
proposal of how to con-
struct his clout, especially 
finished the non-military 
work force establishment. 
Various are discussing 
about a “Bajwa Doctrine”. 
His announcement con-
veyed that Pakistan won’t 
search for resumption of 
US help as Islamabad feels 
“deceived” should to be 
found in this light.

For more than 70 
years, the Pakistan armed 
force has been seeking a 
low-power confined war 
against India at the Line of 
Control (LoC), clearly to 
complete what it calls the 

“incomplete motivation of 
the Partition” — the merg-
er of Jammu and Kashmir 
with Pakistan.

But keeping up a vast 
part of a-million military 
to turn away ghost threats 
has exhausted Pakistan’s 
exchequer and hampered 
its financial progression. 
The standard state of mind 
in GHQ Rawalpindi is that 
India speaks to an exis-
tentialist risk to Pakistan. 
The GHQ is in the view 
that keeping India engaged 
with countering cross- 
fringe, State- supported 
based oppression is an in-
significant effort, high pay-
off option to incapacitate 
and destabilize India.

India can’t ignore US corporate 
tax cuts: Arvind Subramanian

India would need to re-
act in kind to the pattern 
of developed countries, for 
example, the US, bringing 
down their corporate tax 
rate to guarantee that it 
remains an appealing des-
tination for foreign capital 
and keep the disintegration 
of competitiveness of lo-

cal companies, said chief 
financial adviser (CEA) 
Arvind Subramanian.

The corporate tax rate 
was cut to 21% from 35% 
after the US implement-
ed the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act in December, aimed at 
influencing businesses to 
contribute locally and to 

boost and repatriate profits 
held abroad.

“Nobody is preventing 
us from responding to it. 
If you want to be inves-
tor-friendly, you need to 
have policies to do that,” 
Subramanian said reacting 
to a query on the effect of 
the US tax cut on invest-
ments in India.

In a meeting, two days 
before the introduction of 
the fifth and final whole 
year budget plan of the 
Narendra Modi-driven 
government, Subramani-
an said India can’t simply 
sit and watch as different 
nations, particularly Euro-
pean economies, react in 

kind.
Subramanian said that 

once GST revenues settle, 
the government will be in 
a superior position to cut 
corporate tax rates. He, in 
any case, declined to re-
mark on whether Budget 
2018 may offer any course 
regarding the matter.

In his 2017-18 budget, 
Jaitley lessened the tax 
rate for companies with 
annual income of under 
Rs50 crore a year and for 
new manufacturing com-
panies to 25% from 30%. 
The thought is to carry 
bigger companies into the 
lower tax section step by 
step.

Anirudh Soni

Amazon’s global loss 
reaches $2bn in Jan-Sept
Amazon’s losses from 

its global business now 
remain at $2.1 billion for 
the initial nine months 
of 2017, compared with 
nearly $800 million in 
the relating time frame 
in the earlier year, as in-
dicated by an introduc-
tion made to the organi-
zation’s investors. These 
misfortunes have been 
developing exponentially 
on the back of the inter-
net giant’s overwhelming 
interests in India.

The online business 
behemoth has been force-
fully propelling its best 
worldwide products here 
at a cut down price to ad-
vance beyond rival Flip-

kart. Most as of late, the 
firm implanted Rs 1,950 
crore into its fundamen-
tal India entity, showing 
how important it is to the 
local market here. The 
e-commerce retailer has 
pumped $3 billion into 
India through Amazon 
Seller Services, which 
runs the online commer-
cial center in India.

Amazon has addition-
ally made noteworthy 
investments in different 
arms of its Indian oper-
ations in the region of 
logistics, payments and 
wholesale distribution, 
among others. After an 
underlying venture deal 
of $2 billion, Amazon’s 

founder and CEO Jeff 
Bezos expanded the as-
signment for India by an-
other $3 billion of every 
2016.

Certainly, exact misfor-
tune figures for the India 
market are not known as 
Amazon does not uncov-
er them independently for 

every country.
An email sent to Am-

azon’s worldwide repre-
sentative did not inspire 
any reaction. In the quar-
ter ending September 30, 
2017, Amazon saw its 
global business timing an 
unequaled high of near 
$1billion.

UN chief ‘went too far’, 
says Venezuela at the 

Guyana border dispute

Venezuela on Wednes-
day said that UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres “went too far” 
by alluding a century-old 
border issue with Guyana 
to the International Court 
of Justice.

Venezuela has been 
squeezing a historic claim 
to Guyana’s Essequibo re-
gion, which incorporates 
66% of the then British col-
ony since US oil compoany 
Exxon Mobil found oil off 
its coast in 2015.

Guterres sent the case 
yesterday to the ICJ fol-
lowing an unsuccessful 
UN-supported attempt that 
aimed at handling a settle-
ment amongst Venezuela 
and Guyana before the end 
of 2017.

“Guterres went too far” 
by trying to sidestep the 
Geneva Agreement, a 1966 

border dispute agreement 
that Venezuela came to 
with then- colonial power 
Britain, Foreign Minister 
Jorge Arreaza said.

Guyana’s foreign min-
istry yesterday said, that 
it accepted Guterres’ deci-
sion, including that the ICJ 
is the “appropriate forum 
for the peaceful and defin-
itive settlement of the con-
troversy.”

Guyana maintains that 
the legitimate land borders 
were drawn in 1899 by an 
arbitration court decision, 
which Venezuela has never 
perceived.

The announcement of a 
crucial discovery of high 
quality oil in May 2015. 
Guyana is squeezing ahead 
with plans to bore for oil in 
the disputed waters, with 
production anticipated to 
start in mid-2020.

China harasses 
companies over 
‘problem maps’ 
which left out 
their claimed 

disputed islands
The Chinese govern-

ment has extended its 
harassing of nations 
that have claimed to 
have printed or shown 
‘problem maps’ of its 
territory. It has issued 
notices, warnings and 
imposed fines on eight 
organizations that sup-
posedly published maps 
that excluded Chinas as 
its own - like Taiwan, 
the South China Sea is-
lands and the Senkaku 
Islands.

This most recent 
round of governmental 
action on maps are sim-
ilarly close on the heels 
of targeting over for-
eign companies in Chi-
na. US hotel network 
Marriott, Delta Airlines 
and the clothing firm 
Zara have all faced in-
convenience recently.

China’s Nation-
al Administration of 
Surveying, Mapping, 
and Geoinformation 
(NASMG) gave out 
the warning, notices 
and fines to eight or-
ganizations, including 
Japanese brand-less 
retailer Muji and Chi-
nese news portal ifeng.
com. Chinese media 
have referred to this as 
a ‘shame list’.

These eight instances 
of ‘problem maps’ were 
altogether found to 
have ‘seriously harmed 
the sovereignty and in-
terests of the nation’. 
How did they accom-
plish this? They ex-
cluded either the South 
China Sea Islands, the 
Diaoyu Islands, Chiwei 
Island or Taiwan. 
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Ways to keep your partner permanently in love with you !!5 One thing which seems hard in a relationship, is continually keeping the affection and warmth of the individ-
ual you love. Despite the fact that it might appear to be troublesome, it’s certainly feasible. I jump at the 
chance to believe that “if there’s a will, there’s a way.” If you really have the need of something enough and 
you’re willing to work for it, you’ll have the capacity to achieve it. This is also true even for love.

Hence, through different experiences and much contemplating, I have arrived at the conclusion that steady 
consideration is required to find the little elements that will enable your better half to go ‘gaga’ for you 
every day. Here I share five focuses to enable you to keep your partner totally infatuated with you:

1

5

2

3

4

Believe in yourself

Be fun

Be confident

Be thoughtful

Make yourself understood

There’s something so alluring about a lady 
that doesn’t question herself, her excel-
lence, her confidence or her beauty. Ac-

knowledging how incredible you are will 
guarantee that your partner clutches you 

in every circumstances. In any case, more 
critically, he will respect your quality and 
mental clearness during the time of need.

Recognize the fact that you don’t know everything and yet you can even laugh at yourself. This will in-
fluence him to love you more consistently. Trust me, your lovely smile will illuminate the darkest days 
and unwind distressing circumstances. So take a gander at the splendid side of everything and enable 
him to do likewise, consistently. Take him to an unforeseen date or surprise him with a pleasant touch 
and let him know that despite the fact that you are his stone, you can likewise snicker together.

At the point when desire tries to admin-
ister the relationship, it’s best to exile the 

feeling. Demonstrate to your better half 
that you believe him and that he can be-

lieve you, as a faithful accomplice, as well 
as a lady who can be somebody to swing 

to in the midst of fear, insecurity and even 
disappointment.

To comprehend somebody you should be 
“all eyes and ears.” Listening is the best 
way for understanding a person. Prevent 

grumbling and free yourself from the 
need to distinguish and judge your life 

partner’s errors. Evade the chance to crit-
icize. Doing as such will prove him that 
you are his significant half, as well as a 

companion in whom he can trust.

As specified above, to understand, you have 
to know how to tune in; yet you likewise need 

to know how to communicate in order to be 
understood. Talk without yelling, without 

edginess. Try not to pick at second thoughts, 
don’t wind your words, don’t “put it all on the 
line;” be honest and direct. False impressions 

are surely going to cause various problems. 

'Padmaavat' collects more than Rs 110 crore @ box-office
Sanjay Leela Bhansa-
li's artful culmination 
'Padmaavati', featuring 
Deepika Padukone, Sha-
hid Kapoor and Ranveer 
Singh has overcame all 
hurdles and turn out to be 
successful in the cinema 
world. The film that con-
fronted various obstacles 
leading up to its release 
and even had its screen-
ing obstructed in specif-
ic states, went ahead to 
enter itself into the 100 
crore club in its first week 
of release.
As per the report on Box-
officeIndia.com, the film 
earned around Rs 30 
crore on Sunday, in this 
way making a grand total 
of Rs 110 crore, approx. 
The film's aggregate ac-

cumulations incorporate 
profit over the 3 day long 
Republic Day weekend 
and its paid preview earn-
ings on Wednesday and 
Thursday.
The film as reported, 
gathered around Rs 17.75 
crore on Thursday, which 
was trailed by a relentless 
ascent on Friday with an 
estimated earning of Rs 
31 crore. Also consider-
ing Saturday's accumu-
lation of arround Rs 27 
crore.
Everyone's eyes are cur-
rently are set on the 200 
crore mark as 'Padmaa-
vat', prior titled 'Padma-
vati', is performing well 
in Mumbai, West Bengal 
and South India regions.
'Padmaavat' is doing great 

in the US and also in Pa-
kistan. On the contrary, 
in Malaysia, the film has 
allegedly been taken off 
cinemas over "sensitivi-
ties of Islam" claims.
Driving woman Deepi-
ka Padukone started out 

early celebrations by din-
ing out and facilitating 
a media conference at a 
popular eatery. Talking 
about the contention en-
compassing the film and 
its box office run, Deep-
ika stated, "At this point, 

I am not thinking about 
the last three months. The 
last three days have been 
so overwhelming that 
nothing else matters. I am 
in a mood to celebrate. 
I am grateful for all the 
love and support."

Instead of detention, these students go through meditation
Into a room of cushions 
and lavender, a 5th grade 
school student strolls, en-
raged. He's simply been 
made fun of by his class 
mate, a squabble that 
swung to pushing and ver-
bally abusing. But instead 
of detention or the princi-
pal's office, his instructor 
sent him here, to Robert 
W. Coleman Elementary 
School's meditation room.
"I did some deep breath-
ing, had a little snack, and 
I got myself together," the 
boy recalled. "Then I apol-
ogized to my class."
He's one of numerous kids 
who cool off in what the 
West Baltimore elementa-

ry calls its "Mindful Mo-
ment Room," a brilliantly, 
warm, very well lit space 
strewn with purple floor 
cushions, yoga mats and 
the fragrances of essential 
oils.
Children here do yoga and 
practice profound relaxing. 
More vitally, the staff say, 
they build up a capacity 
to be careful and quiet. 
What's more, even with 
so much going on around 
them, some of these 
youngsters are winning out 
over the competition.
"When I get mad at some-
thing or somebody, I just 
take some deep breaths, 
keep doing my work and 

tune everyone out," said 
Dacari Crawford, 9. "It 
gives you good confidence 
when you need to do some-
thing important."
Students who are trou-
blesome in class are sent 
to the Mindful Moment 
Room by their teachers. 
There, the foundation staff 
individuals urge them to 
discuss what prompted 
their expulsion from class, 
and after that they take a 
seat for some breathing 
activities. They're told 
to close their eyes and 
breathe in and breathe out 
profoundly.
"When the kids come 
down here, they're all row-

dy and goofing around,"-
said Dacari, a third-grader 
who has been utilizing the 
Mindful Moment Room 
since it was built up in the 
school three years back. 
"When they leave the 
room, they're peaceful and 
quiet and ready to do their 
work."
In spite of the fact that a 

meditation room is not 
the 'miracle cure' for chil-
dren's strife, those at the 
school say it's done mir-
acles for their learning 
environment and produc-
tivity, Principal Carlillian 
Thompson said. " I hardly 
sees students for disci-
plinary problems any-
more" she added.

Performer Varun Dha-
wan, who is caught up 
with preparing for his 
next film 'Sui Dhaaga', 
turned into the second 

on-screen character after 
Amitabh Bachchan to 
have a wax statue at Ma-
dame Tussauds in Hong 
Kong.

The actor, alongside his 
family, traveled to Hong 
Kong to reveal his statue. 
He also had a chat with 
the fans present there.

Varun Dhawan unveils his wax 
statue at Madame Tussauds

Alia Bhatt and Anushka 
Sharma have both been 
dominating our hearts 
with their astonishing 
style collections re-
cently. On the event of 
International Customs 
Day, the two Bollywood 
beauties shared the stage 
together at an event 
in Mumbai giving us 

real ethnic mold goals. 
Both Bhatt and Sharma 
graced the show wearing 
delightful Anita Dongre 
creations. 
The Pari star was found 
in a bright yellow 
Anarkali full of silver 
gota pati work. Com-
plementing her brilliant 
clothing was a grayish 

dupatta with compara-
tive gota themes.
Keeping her look quite 
elegant yet simple, styl-
ist Allia Al Rufai chose a 
two-tier golden jhumkas 
and pearls and diamond 
studded bangle detailing 
for Sharma, also from 
designer Donger’s jew-
ellery line ‘Pinkcity’.

Alia Bhatt, Anushka Sharma's set ethnic 
fashion goals with Anita Dongre outfits
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It appears Ajinkya Ra-
hane’s great tour in the 
Johannesburg Test and 
media’s condemnation 
of captain Virat Kohli 
for discarding him in the 
first two Tests has done 
real good  for the Mum-
bai batsman.

On the eve of the ODI 
arrangement against 
South Africa, the In-
dia captain stated, “We 
have explored many 
options in the last few 
months. We don’t have 
too many series and too 
much time left before 
the World Cup, we want 
to explore all the options 
before the World Cup. 

I had said earlier that 
Ajinkya will be looked 
at as a third opener, but 
that situation can change 
because he has batted at 
No. 4 in a World Cup 
before. These condi-
tions are such that you 
get to play fast bowling 
throughout the innings 
so he becomes a strong 
candidate for No. 4.”

The No. 4 position 
has been hard to fill 
ever after Yuvraj Singh 
left casing. India have 
tried numerous choices, 
including previous cap-
tain MS Dhoni there, 
however none have  
appeared.

IPL auction 2018 - Never expected such amount: 
Jaydev Unadkat after Rajasthan Royals deal

“If I told you I expect-
ed such a bid, I would be 
dumb.”

Those were the prin-
cipal words, included 
with some apprehensive 
laughter, from Jaydev 
Unadkat when asked in-
formation about the re-
cord bid amid the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
auction which closed up 
on Sunday.

Unadkat turned into the 
most highest bid Indian 
bowler in the historical 
backdrop of the league 
when he was bought for 
~11.5 crore by Rajasthan 
Royals.

Unadkat portrayed the 
his feelings in the home 
towns of Porbandar and 
Rajkot, where he is re-

hearsing for the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy.

“When people saw the 
news at home, everyone 
froze for a moment. In 
my sister’s house in Ra-
jkot, they were jumping 
and dancing with joy,” 
said Unadkat

In the 2017 IPL , Un-
adkat took 24 wickets 
at an average of 13 for 
Rising Pune Supergiant. 
The left-armer had a few 
noteworthy moments, 
also including a hat-trick 
in a last over which was 
likewise a maiden against 
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

The 26-year-old pro-
ceeded with his awesome 
run in the three- match 
T20 series against Sri 
Lanka in December 2017 

where he snatched four 
wickets at a rate of 4.88.

“I was going through 
the grind in domestic 
cricket. As I was doing 
that, I started to gain con-
fidence. When I did well 
in the IPL last year, it was 
the turning point. The 
confidence increased as 
well,” said Unadkat.

Unadkat will play un-

der Steve Smith, who was 
additionally his captain at 
Rising Pune Supergiant. 
Alongside Smith, Rajas-
than Royals likewise ac-
quired England all-round-
er Ben Stokes for ~12.5 
crore, the most costly 
player in the auction and 
Ajinkya Rahane.

“Smith is equally good 
like Virat Kohli, MS 

Dhoni when it comes to 
captaincy strategy. What-
ever resources he had last 
year, he utilised them 
very well” he said.

Unadkat believes that 
India have a possibility. 
“The way India bowled 
in the Tests, the way they 
won the small battles, 
there are plenty of posi-
tives,” he said.

Novak Djokovic has ‘small 
medical intervention’ on elbow

Former world number 
one Novak Djokovic on 
Friday uncovered that he 
has experienced “a small 
medical intervention” 
while trying to cure his 
long-standing right el-
bow injury.

The 12-time tennis 
Grand Slam title victor 
admitted that he had 
been deluged with con-
flicting medical advice, 
however settled on the 
procedure after rest and 
recovery failed to cure 
the issue.

“Truth be told, there 
were many different opin-
ions, different diagnoses, 

different suggestions,” 
the 30-year-old wrote on 
his official website, no-
vakdjokovic.com.

“It was not easy for 
me to choose which way 
to go and what to do. I 
took six months off last 
season hoping to come 
back fully recovered, 
but unfortunately I still 
felt pain.

“I really missed com-
peting, it’s in my blood 
and I had to give it a try 
at the Australian Open. 
Anyhow, I agreed with 
my team that I would try 
different methods after I 
finish in Australia and a 

few days ago I accepted 
to do a small medical in-
tervention on my elbow.”

Djokovic, who had set 
out to the Czech Repub-
lic for the surgery, had 
issues with his elbow 
issue as he crashed out 
in the fourth round of 
the Australian Open a 
month ago to South Ko-
rea’s Chung Hyeon.

“It seems like I am on 
the good road now to 
full recovery. It’s quite a 
journey this one, I have 
to say,” added Djokov-
ic, who did not uncover 
when he would return to 
the tour.

Is Shubman Gill the new ‘Yuvraj’ from Punjab?

A potent blend of silken 
grace and brute control 
has constantly defined the 
players of Punjab school 
of batsmanship and the 
most latest to have ris-
en up out of that stable is 
18-year-old Shubman Gill.
With a total of 341 runs 
in the U-19 World Cup, 
the young player from the 
town of Fazilka in Pun-
jab’s Firozpur region has 
been the focal point of 
consideration, significant-
ly more than the highly 
praised captain Prithvi 
Shaw.
Tying with strong wrists, 
Shubman’s energizing 
strokeplay has earned him 
eyeballs and no big sur-
prise he joined the Kolk-
ata Knight Riders with a 
bid of Rs 1.8 crore at the 
current Indian Premier 
Leauge sell off.
10 days prior when India 

were playing their second 
gathering class session 
of the World Cup against 
Zimbabwe at Mount 
Maunganui, Shubman 
pulled rival pacer N Nun-
gu for a six over profound 
mid-wicket.
“Obviously, the more he 
plays quality bowling, he 
will improve. He will play 
in different conditions, go 
through phases where he 
would know how to score 
runs in difficult conditions. 
But make no mistake. I 
have seen 18-year-old 
Yuvraj Singh from close 
quarters, Shubman is as 
talented as Yuvraj,” Har-
bhajan gave a reasonable 
appraisal about the young 
player.
Much the same as Prith-
vi Shaw, Shubman has 
scored huge amounts of 
runs in age- group crick-
et yet unlike Prithvi, who 

was followed by the Mum-
bai media from the age of 
12, Shubman just picked 
up unmistakable quality 
after an successful U-19s 
tour of England with the 
India.
Most don’t have a true 
idea that Shubman has 
twice been awarded BC-
CI’s ‘Best Junior Cricket-
er’ (U-14 and U-16) award 
in 2013-14 and 2014-15 
yet compared to Mumbai, 
where it is guaranteed that 
their talented young men 
are known to the national 
media, the coverage of the 
upcoming youngsters isn’t 
as extreme in northern half 
of the country.
While Prithvi is a result 
of Mumbai’s splendid 
cricket system, Shubman 
is a result of a lively fa-
ther’s fantasy to see his 
child representing the 
nation. 

Arsenal’s Premier League in 
woes, lose 1-3 to Swansea City

Arsenal endured an-
other painful Premier 
League defeat as Swan-
sea City exploited some 
glaring mistakes to win 
3-1 on Tuesday, boosting 
their survival trusts and 
destroying the visitors’ 
main four chances.

Swansea’s Sam Clucas 
struck either side of Jor-
dan Ayew’s strike to give 
Swansea the points after 
Arsenal had led the pack 
through full back Nacho 
Monreal. 

The visitors scored 
following 33 minutes 
however their favorable 
position only lasted sec-

onds as Mesut Ozil gave 
the ball away and Clucas 
evened out for the Welsh 
side. 

More terrible was to 
come for Arsenal in the 
second half as keeper Petr 
Cech stopped an endeav-
ored clearance, leaving 
Ayew to kick home fol-
lowing 61 minutes before 
Clucas, right-footedly 
finished to get his sec-
ond of the night with four 

minutes remaining. 
The thrashing leaves 

Arsenal in 6th place, 
eight points far of Liv-
erpool in fourth after the 
Merseysiders won 3-0 
at Huddersfield Town, 
and they were left lick-
ing their injuries after 
one win in their last five 
league games. 

Ozil’s wonderful ball 
over the defence discov-
ered Monreal sliding in at 
the back post to score his 
fourth goal of the season. 
That lead was wiped out 
in a blaze, nonetheless, 
as Ozil went from legend 
to villain, giving the ball 

away under pressure to 
Alfie Mawson, who slid 
it through for Clucas to 
score. 

Arsneal defender Shko-
dran Mustafi rolled the 
ball back to the keeper 
however he made a wreck 
of his clearance howing a 
gift for Ayew to score be-
fore Clucas wrapped up 
the win by firing home 
after another heavenly 
run from Ayew.

Team India Won ICC U-19 cricket World Cup 
2018, cash rewards for victorious team

The Supreme Court-des-
ignated Committee of 
Administrators (COA) on 
Saturday declared cash 
rewards for the victorious 
team India that won the 
ICC U-19 cricket World 
Cup in Mount Maunganui, 
New Zealand, beating 
Australia in the final.
While head coach of the 
group Rahul Dravid will 
receive Rs.50 lakh, all in-
dividuals from the Indian 
team will awarded Rs.30 
lakh each. Members from 
the support staff will like-
wise recieve Rs.20 lakh 
each.
“I congratulate the U-19 
team who have made the 
country proud. Head coach 
Rahul Dravid played his 

cricket with sincerity and 
it was pleasing to see the 
boys uphold the value. 
They have been fantastic 
athletes and even better 
ambassadors. The boys 
have done so well, and I 
am sure they will work 
hard and climb the ladder 
and represent the senior 
team in the future,” COA, 
which drives the Board of 
Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI), chairman Vi-
nod Rai said.
An unbeaten India tri-
umphed Australia by 
eight wickets to win a 
record fourth ICC U-19 
cricket World Cup. The 
Prithvi Shaw-drove team 
knocked down Australia 
for 216 within 47.2 overs. 

They chased down 216 
runs in 38.5 overs with 
eight wickets left.
Opener Manjot Kalra 
scored an unbeaten cen-
tury because of which he 
was named Man-of-the-
Match while vice-captain 
Shubman Gill was named 
Man-of-the-Series.
“The consistent perfor-
mance is a testimony to 
the fact of BCCI’s initia-
tive in nurturing the talent 
and providing an environ-
ment to the youngsters 
and perform to their po-
tential. I congratulate Ra-
hul Dravid and his team 
for returning home with 
the glittering ICC World 
Cup,” COA member Diana 
Edulji said

French defender Aymeric Laporte 
signed by Manchester city 

Manchester City made 
a club record deal for 
Athletic Bilbao defend-
er Aymeric Laporte on 
Tuesday in a move by 
Pep Guardiola to sup-
port the English Premier 
League leaders’ fight for 
the title run-in.

City tweeted the decla-
ration of the £57 million 
($80 million, 65 million 
euros) deal along with 
the message: “Defen-
sive reinforcements ac-
quired!”

The 23-year-old 
Frenchman is Guardi-
ola’s 6th signing of the 
2017/18 season and has 
participated in a deal un-
til 2023.

“I am very happy to 
be here,” Laporte said. 

“ Laporte said. “City are 
a club with a lot of am-
bition and they are one 
of the best teams in 
Europe.

“I am look-
ing forward 
to working 
under Pep 
G u a r d i o l a 
and trying to 
help the club 
to achieve suc-
cess.”

Txiki Begiristain, 
City’s chief of foot-
ball, stated: “We are 
delighted to have signed 
Aymeric. We have as-
sessed defensive options 
and he is a player we 
have admired for a long 
time.”

“With his quality and 

ability to play out from 
the back, we feel 
Aymeric will fit in 
perfectly with Pep 
Guardiola’s playing 

style.”

India vs South Africa: 
Injured AB de Villiers retiers 

from the first three ODIs

South Africa suffered 
huge blow ahead of 
the six day ODI series 
against India after star 
batsman AB de Villiers 
was on Tuesday ruled 
out of the first three 
matches because of fin-
ger injury.
South Africa did not 
name the substitute for 
the former captain and 
look forward to see him 
completely fit for the 
last three games.
“De Villiers sustained 
the injury to his right 
index finger during the 
third Test against In-

dia and will require 
up to two weeks to 
make full recovery,” 
CSA said in a media  
discharge.
“The CSA medical team 
is hopeful De Villiers 
will recover in time for 
the fourth `Pink` ODI at 
the Bidvest Wanderers 
Stadium on Saturday, 
February 10. The selec-
tors have opted not to 
name a replacement,” 
the releaseincluded.
The first match of the 
series is going to takes 
place in Kingsmead on 
Thursday.

Ajinkya Rahane ‘strong 
candidate’ for No. 4 instead of 

opening, says Virat Kohli

cK Vineeth’s last-
efforts stunner places 
Kerala Blasters to win 

over Fc Pune city
C K Vineeth scored a 

last-pant goal as Kerala 
Blasters beat FC Pune 
City 2-1 in an exciting 
Indian Super League 
(ISLe) on Friday.

Kerala Blasters head 
coach David James had 
said that his team will 
have to win each game 
left in the season to stand 
any shot of making into 
the semi-finals and his 
players duly delivered, 
on account of goals from 
Jackichand Singh and 
Vineeth.

While Jackichand’s 
goal had class written 
on top of it in the 58th 
minute and gave Kerala 
the lead, it was Vineeth 
who snatched the spot-
light with a goal in the 
injury included time af-
ter Emiliano Alfaro had 
drawn level for the hosts 
in the 78th minute.

It appeared that the 
match will finish in a 
draw until Vineeth came 
up with a blinder of a 
goal. Even after loos-
ing the match, Pune (22 
points from 13 match-
es) will still remain in 
the play-off spot zone, 
however three points for 
Kerala Blasters means 
they proceed into fifth 
position with 20 points 
gained from 14 matches.

Anirudh Soni
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