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Happy Mothers Day!

President Pranab Mukher-
jee on Friday approved 
the ordinance to amend 
the Banking Regulation 
Act 1949, giving more 
powers to the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) to 
deal with non-performing 
assets, according to mul-
tiple news channels.

This comes after 
the Union cabinet on 
Wednesday approved the 
proposal to amend Sec-
tion 35 of the BR Act and 
sent the ordinance for the 
President’s approval. The 
stressed loans resolution 

package prepared by the 
government will empow-
er the central bank to di-
rectly intervene in settling 
bad loan cases.

The central bank can ef-
fectively ask banks to sit 
down with defaulters and 
reach a settlement as part 
of the package, aimed at 
accelerating a resolution 
of the Rs. 9.64 trillion in 
bad loans, choking the 
banking system. The NPA 
problem is, to a large ex-
tent, confined to 50 large 
loan defaulters.

RBI gets more power 
to deal with NPAs

Page4

Ramdev’s Patanjali to 
start Restaurant Chain

Ayurveda is based on 
a belief that health and 
wellness depend on a bal-
ance of mind, body and 
spirit, and can include the 
use of herbal compounds 
and special diets.

 “Patanjali has broken 
the stranglehold of mul-
tinational companies and 
want India to be free of 
the hold of foreign com-
panies”, said Baba Ram-
dev. 

The company has taken 

on the likes of Unile-
ver with it’s natural and 
ayurveda nutrition and 
personal-care products 
and plans to enter the 
restaurant business in 
India and compete with 
the likes of McDonald’s, 
KFC and Subway QSRs. 

The company, based in 
Uttarakhand, is working 
on “an extensive plan” to 
start a restaurant chain, 
said Baba Ramdev.
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Swiss scientists have 
come up with an innova-
tive way to help respond 
to the climate change is-
sue. 

In particular, the aim is 
to come up with a way to 
protect the Morteratsch 
Glacier in Switzerland, 
which is losing around 
100 to 130 feet in length 
every year. 

The Morteratsch Gla-
cier is a famous tourist 
spot. It is the only glacier 
that can be reached with 
the help of a wheelchair.

Utrecht University 
Professor, Johannes Oer-
lemans told media that 
Morteratsch Glacier is 
one of the most frequent-
ly visited glaciers in the 
country and is receding 
at very fast rate. After 
having discussion with 
Dr. Felix Keller of Swit-
zerland’s Academia En-
giadina, he proposed that 
one way to slow-down 
the melting of glacier can 
be deployment of snow 
machines.

Swiss deploy ‘Snow 
Machines’ to save Glacier
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Good news for the can-
cer patients as the newly 
introduced virtual reality 
(VR) therapy will help in 
reducing their pain.  

A 21-year-old engi-
neering graduate from 
Bengaluru, Pushkar V 
Kulkarni went through a 
surgery few months back 
to get a two-inch cancer-
ous growth near his hip 
scooped out. After that 
he was asked to do phys-

iotherapy which involved 
painful exercises. To 
manage pain his medi-
cal advisers prescribed 
him VR and not a bunch 
of painkillers. Kulkari 
said “I strapped on the 
VR headset and watched 
some videos”. 

Pushkar Kulkarni did 
the VR therapy twice a 
day and within two weeks 
saw remarkable improve-
ment.

Indian doctors use VR 
to reduce Cancer Pain

INSIDE STORIES

The Prime Minister, 
Shri Narendra Modi up-
loaded the Integrated 
Case Management In-
formation System on the 
Supreme Court website, 
which marks the intro-
duction of digital filing – 
a step towards paperless 
Supreme Court.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Justice of 
India, Shri Justice J.S. 
Khehar, recalled the Ses-
quicentennial Celebra-
tions of Allahabad High 

Court on 2nd April this 
year. He said that on that 
day, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had made a 
strong case for introduc-
ing technology to ease 
the working of courts. 
Explaining the benefits of 
the digital filing applica-
tion, the Chief Justice of 
India described this ini-
tiative as the biggest leap 
towards introducing latest 
technologies in the judi-
cial system.

Supreme Court introduces 
‘Digital Case Filing’ 

ISRO successfully launches GSAT-9; 
‘India’s Priceless Gift’ to South Asia
India successfully 

launched the South Asia 
Satellite, built by the Indi-
an Space Research Organ-
isation (ISRO) that will at 
once boost its “neighbor-
hood first policy” as well 
as help it carve a unique 
place for itself in space di-
plomacy by becoming the 
rare example of a country 
to “gift” a satellite to its 
neighbors.

India’s GSAT-9, the 
South Asia Communica-

tion Satellite that will 
boost connectivity 
among nations in the 
region, was sched-
uled to be launched 
at 4.57pm on Friday, 
reported PTI.

According to ex-
ternal affairs ministry 
spokesman Gopal Ba-
glay, the launch of the 
Rs. 450 crore satellite 
from Sriharikota, off 
the coast of Andhra 
Pradesh, is a dimen-

sion of the “Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vi-
kaas” (collective 
effort, inclusive 
growth) concept es-
poused by PM Nar-
endra Modi. 

In attendance to 
witness the lift-off, 
dignitaries present 
at the breathtaking 
moment were the 
honourable Ambas-
sadors of Maldives, 
Bhutan and Bangla-

desh, while other coun-
tries were represented by 
other diplomats.

Initially, it was to be 
named “SAARC Satel-
lite” but its name was 
changed to South Asia 
Satellite after Pakistan 
refused to join the proj-
ect. It was to have been 
launched in December but 
got delayed and was final-
ly launched as the South 
Asia Satellite.

Page3

PM Narendra Modi re-
viewed progress of key 
infrastructure sectors in-
cluding petroleum and 
natural gas, power, re-
newable energy and hous-
ing. The review meeting, 
which came soon after the 
review of connectivity-
related infrastructure sec-
tors in the last week of 
April, was attended by 
top officials from PMO, 
NITI Aayog and all Infra-
structure Ministries of the 

Government of India. 
It was noted that remark-
able progress has been 
made in several sectors, 
including generation of 
renewable energy, afford-
able and rural housing, 
LED bulbs etc.
The Pradhan Mantri Ujj-
wala Yojana has benefited 
1.98 crore BPL house-
holds so far. The contribu-
tion of gas to the primary 
energy mix has risen to 

8%. 81 cities are being 
covered under City Gas 
Distribution networks.
The PM called for great-
er emphasis on ethanol 
blending, and evolution 
of mechanisms so that 
farmers can benefit the 
most from this process. 
He said that setting up of 
2nd generation bio-eth-
anol refineries should be 
expedited, to utilize agri-
cultural residues for this 
purpose.

The rural electrification 
programme is proceeding 
swiftly, with over 13,000 
villages electrified out of 
a total of 18,452, and is 
on track for completion 
within the targeted 1000 
days. Over 22 lakh rural 
BPL households were 
electrified in 2016-17, 
and over 40 crore LED 
bulbs were distributed in 
the same period. The total 
inter-regional transmis-

sion capacity has been 
significantly enhanced, 
with 41 GigaWatts trans-
mission capacity being 
added from May 2014 to 
April 2017.
The total renewable 
generation capacity has 
crossed 57 GigaWatts, 
with an increase of 24.5% 
being registered in the last 
fiscal year. The capacity 
addition in solar energy in 
FY17 was the highest-ev-
er, at 81%. Solar and wind 

tariffs have now achieved 
grid parity, with rates well 
below 4 rupees per Kilo-
watt-Hour. 
The PM also called for 
establishment of some 
model solar cities, where 
the power requirement is 
fulfilled solely by solar 
energy. A similar effort 
can be made to make cer-
tain localities kerosene-
free, he added.

PM calls for setting up 
‘Model Solar Cities’ in India
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The Indian Ocean is 
warming at a fast pace 
than all other oceans in 
world as it is surrounded 
by the Asian landmass. 

The Director of Na-
tional Centre for Antarc-
tic and Ocean Research, 
M Ravichandran said, 
"We are very much wor-
ried, because the Ocean is 
warming much faster than 
all other oceans. That is 
one of the questions that 
we ask – as to why this is 
happening? We don't have 
an answer as of now. But 
the uniqueness of Indian 
Ocean is that it is land-
locked on the northern 
side". 

Ravichandran mention-
ing his studies said “The 
heat that is put in the wa-

ter is stagnating and goes 
on building up. That is 
one of the reasons we 
believe for high rate of 
warming of Indian Ocean 
waters."

A study conducted by 
Indian Institute of Tropi-
cal Meteorology, Pune in 
2014 has proved that the 
western tropical Indian 
Ocean has been warming 
for more than a century 
and that too at a rate faster 
than any other region of 

the tropical oceans.  
Ravichandran also said 

"The main thing is that 
when extreme events in-
crease, the effect is seen in 
the Polar Regions. There 
is another consequence 
of heavy precipitation. 
Whenever there is rain-
fall, heat is released in the 
atmosphere. The heat then 
moves to the polar region 
and gets submerged in the 
poles and increases the 
pace of melting”.

Indian Ocean warming more 
rapidly than other Oceans

In a meeting with 
the CEO of Noida and 
Greater Noida Authori-
ties, Amit Mohan Prasad, 
builders association have 
assured that they would 
hand-over 25,000 resi-
dential units by Decem-
ber this year, adding that 
a road map for the same 
will be submitted within 
a week. The meeting was 
headed by Geetamber 
Anand, president of Con-
federation of Real Estate 
Developers Association 
of India (CREDAI).

This meeting was held 
after many homebuyers 
met Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister, Yogi Aditya 
Nath last month (April). 
Additional CEO of GN-
IDA, Mr. Janardan said 
that they have reviewed 
the status of around 16 
group housing projects. 

He added that builders 

will have to submit a de-
tailed report of each proj-
ect including the number 
of units, number of book-
ings, probable posses-
sion date and whether 
they have applied for the 
project settlement policy 
which is effective till June 
15, 2017.

Developers have also 
assured that at least 
12,000 residential units 
will be delivered within 
one year to homebuyers 
by the Amrapali group. 
The builders themselves 
were very much con-

cerned about the negative 
sentiments in the sector 
because of the long de-
lay made in handing over 
residential houses.

CEO of GNIDA has 
also been informed about 
number of flats already 
delivered and those ready 
for delivery in this year, 
said RK Arora, CMD, Su-
pertech group. The com-
pany has delivered around 
22,000 flats in Delhi-NCR 
and adjoining states in the 
last three years and will 
deliver 15,000 more units 
by year end, Arora added.

Gr. Noida builders assure 
delivery of 25000 flats by Dec.
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The Government of In-
dia is considering lower-
ing the income tax for sin-
gle women. It has planned 
to introduce Aadhaar-
linked health cards for ba-
sic free health check-ups 
for women and cashless 
medical service for ex-
pecting mothers.

A group of ministers 
headed by Foreign Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj have 
framed a national policy 
for women. It suggests 
low rate of income tax 
for single or unmarried 
women. There has been 
an increase of about 39 
percent in this category in 
between 2001 to 2011. 

The centre has also pro-
posed tax exemption on 
all ‘menstrual hygiene 
items’ to ensure its easy 
and affordable accessibil-
ity. Moreover survivors 
of gender-based brutality 
will be given free medical 
and legal help and shelter.

The policy will also 
provide a health card that 
will take care of check-
ups for anaemic and can-
cer patients, a complete 
health insurance for criti-
cal illness and a cashless 
service for pregnant la-
dies.

Govt to lower I-T slab, free 
health checkups for women

The National Consumer 
Disputes Redressal Com-
mission (NCDRC) has 
said that unregistered 
consumer organisations, 
trusts, residents' welfare 
associations, cooperative 
societies or associations 
of flat or plot buyers will 
not be able to file a case 
for one or more con-
sumers or on behalf of a 
group. The order which 
was passed on 06 May 
2017 will end uncertainty 
on who can approach the 
consumer forum under 
Voluntary Consumer As-
sociation (VCA) category.

In the past, there were 
many cases when the 

trusts or unregistered en-
tities had filed cases in the 
NCDRC seeking relief for 
consumers. Section 12 of 
the Consumer Protection 
Act stipulates that besides 
individual consumers, 
only ‘recognised consum-
er organisation’ can file a 
case in the consumer fo-
rums. 

NCDRC and the Su-
preme Court have ruled 
that a group of consumers 
with common interest can 
come together without 
making any association to 
file a case in the NCDRC 
and can qualify under the 
threshold limit of Rs. 1 
crore or more claim. The 

forum will take up cases 
directly where the claim 
is Rs. 1 crore or above. 
And if the claim is less, 
then consumers will file 
case in the state commis-
sion or district forum.

The national convenor 
of Fight for Real Estate 
Regulation Act (RERA), 
Abhay Upadhyay wel-
coming the order, said 
that ‘This has cleared un-
certainty and will help the 
ongoing cases by recog-
nised VCAs. It will also 
encourage troubled home 
buyers in getting justice 
through collective effort 
against builders by form-
ing such associations’.

Only registered bodies can file 
cases, says Consumer Court
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E-governance is easy, 
effective and economical. 
It is also environment 
friendly. Paperless 

offices will benefit the 
environment.

Narendra Modi, PM

I hope to see Kashmiri 
friends out in large 
numbers to mourn one of 
their own & stand up for 
martyred soldiers’ rights 
as they do for their own.

Barkha Dutt, TV Journalist

Facilitating ‘24x7 
Affordable Clean Power 
for All’ mission, India 
set to become the 3rd 
largest solar market in 
2017 itself.

 Piyush Goyal, Minister of Power

Former AAP Minister said 
CM Arvind Kejriwal took 
money from another 
minister. Shouldn’t 
Kejriwal resign on moral 

grounds?
Manoj Tiwari, BJP President

Winning election by 
tempered EVMs is mother 
of all corruption cases 
we have ever witnessed 
and is treacherous on our 
constitution too.

Somnath Bharti, AAP

QUOTE

UNQUOTE

“There you go. 
Seems like we 
have another CM. 
Jai de-mockcrazy.”

Kamal Hassan, TN Politician 

Proud to officially launch 
VVS FOUNDATION, to 
provide quality education 
& opportunities to 
deserving kids & budding 
sportspersons.

VVS Laxman

Union Minister for Law 
and Justice, Shri Ravi 
Shankar Prasad appreci-
ated the Supreme Court for 
this digital innovation. 

In his remarks on the oc-
casion, the Prime Minister 
greeted the gathering on 
the occasion of Buddha 
Purnima. He also recalled 
that 10th May also marks 
the anniversary of the be-
ginning of India’s First 
War of Independence in 
1857.

The Prime Minister re-
called the Chief Justice 
of India’s appeal at Al-
lahabad on 2nd April, for 
the higher judiciary to take 
up hearings of cases on at 
least some days during the 
vacation. He said the ap-
peal was inspirational, and 
he has heard very encour-
aging news in this regard 
from the Supreme Court 

and the High Courts. He 
said this spirit brings about 
a positive change, and en-
genders a sense of respon-
sibility. He added that it 
also creates trust among 
the common people, which 
is the key to a ‘New India.’

The Prime Minister said 
that technology can only 
be embraced collectively 
within an institution. He 
said paperless initiatives 
save the environment, and 
are therefore a great ser-
vice for future generations.

Speaking of the benefits 
of technology, the Prime 
Minister recalled the re-
cently organized “Hack-
athon,” where 400 issues 
across Ministries in the 
Government of India were 
identified, and 42,000 stu-
dents from Indian Univer-
sities spent 36 hours in an 
attempt to solve them. He 
said that Ministries were 
adapting many of the out-
comes of this exercise.

The PM expressed confi-
dence that the combination 

of “IT” and “Indian Tal-
ent” would create “India 
Tomorrow.” Dwelling on 
the theme of technology, 
the Prime Minister spoke 
of the implications and 
possibilities that “Artificial 
Intelligence” could bring 
about.

The PM mentioned sev-
eral occasions in the recent 
past, when people from 
various walks of life had 
come forward to help the 
poor. In this context, he 
recalled the success of the 
“Give-It-Up” movement to 
give up LPG subsidy. Sim-
ilarly, he mentioned the 
initiative taken by doctors 
across the country to treat 
poor pregnant women free 
of cost on the 9th of every 
month. In the same vein, 
he urged lawyers to come 
forward to provide pro-
bono legal aid to the poor 
and needy.

PM inaugurates Supreme Court’s 
‘Paperless’ case filing initiative 
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CT scans, blood tests 
and X-rays will be done 
free of cost in all govern-
ment hospitals in Assam 
except those located in 
medical colleges. 

State Health Minister, 
Himanta Sarma informed 
the assembly that Chief 
Minister Sarbananda So-
nowal will launch the new 
plan on 11th May. He fur-
ther explained that “the 
service will be outsourced 
to a private organisation 
but the cost will be borne 
by the government”.

In the first stage, free X-
ray service will be avail-
able in 35 hospitals and 

later will be extended to 
500 hospitals and health 
care centres. In total, 60 
types of blood tests will 
done free of cost in the 
government hospitals. 

Sarnma also said "The 
quality of the service will 
be as good as in private 
nursing homes and the 
test results of the day will 
be delivered in the eve-
ning itself”. 

However, opposition 
complained that Gauhati 
Medical College and 
Hospital (GMCH) was 
turning away ICU pa-
tients due to insufficient 
beds.

Free Medical Tests For 
Patients In Assam

Kerala will soon pro-
vide free internet facility to 
around 20 lakh poor fami-
lies in the state. Chief Min-
ister, Pinarayi Vijayan said 
that the plan will be imple-
mented under the new op-
tic fibre pathway known as 
'Kerala Fibre Optic Net-
work' (K-FON). 

The CPI (M)-led LDF 
government is also plan-
ning to distribute free cell 
phones to poor families un-
der the same scheme. The 
government had already 
mentioned about the pro-
posal in its election policy 

and state's draft IT policy. 
However, the finance for 
the project is yet to be al-
located. 

Finance Minister, T M 
Thomas Isaac in the 2017-
18 budget had made the 

proposal to give 20 lakh 
free of cost internet con-
nections to as many de-
prived families as possible 
and also internet services at 
a very low rate for the other 
people.

Kerala to provide ‘Free Internet’ 
to 20 lakh Poor Families The Gujarat assembly 

on Tuesday (09 May) has 
passed the state Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
Bill in a special-one day 
session held in Gandhi-
nagar. Gujarat Value Add-
ed Tax (Amendment) Bill 
and Gujarat Local Author-
ities Laws (Amendment) 
Bill were also passed by 
the state assembly. Last 
month the Parliament had 
passed four legislations 
paving the way for coun-
trywide roll-out of the 
GST from July 1.

The ruling BJP gov-
ernment and opposition 
Congress legislators had 
a long debate over the 
bill before finally passing 
it with a voice vote and 
two other related legisla-
tions. Congress leader, 
Shankersinh Vaghela ap-

plauded the previous UPA 
government for bringing 
the idea of uniform tax 
structure in the country in 
2006. He alleged the op-
position BJP at that time 
for opposing it when it 
was tabled for discus-
sion in 2011. Vaghela 
said “Though we brought 
the GST Bill in country’s 
interest, the BJP did not 
approve it and repeatedly 
disrupted the Lok Sabha 

proceedings. 
Gujarat has now joined 

other states including 
Goa, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand 
in passing the state GST 
bill. Deputy Chief Min-
ister Nitin Patel said “the 
State mainly engaged in 
manufacturing activities 
will lose some tax income 
after the rollout of new 
indirect tax regime under 
the GST”.

Gujarat assembly passes GST Bill

Britain is offering tech-
nical assistance to Punjab 
police to fight drug men-
ace, showing keen interest 
to expand business rela-
tions with the north Indian 
state. 

Punjab police have 
been under pressure from 
several quarters due to 
unsolved cases like Maur 
terror attack, Nabha jail-
break, 18 broad daylight 
gang wars, etc., forc-
ing Captain Amarinder 
Singh’s government to 
adopt urgent new police 
reforms. 

The announcement was 
made by Punjab CM Am-
arinder Singh on Tues-
day (09 May) following 
a meeting with British 
Deputy High Commis-
sioner to India, Andrew 
Ayre. During the meet-
ing, British officials also 
discussed law and order 
problems and financial 
crisis in Punjab with the 
Chief Minister.

The British have also 
offered assistance to Pun-
jab in the modernisation 
and training of the police 
force as well as handling 
cyber crime issues. The 
two sides agreed to ex-
plore mutual cooperation 
in various other areas 
including law and order, 
agriculture, dairy farming 
and industrial develop-
ment. 

Ayre has invited Singh 
to visit Britain to meet the 
entrepreneurs for attract-

ing investments to the 
state. The British envoy 
said “we are looking to 
raise Punjab to the high-
est category in terms of 
business cooperation, for 
which the two sides could 
identify several important 
areas”. 

Meanwhile, Singh sug-
gested working together 
in the field of civil servic-
es, transportation in big 
cities and urban manage-
ment in areas of mutual 
interest.

UK offers technical assistance to 
Punjab Police to fight ‘drug menace’

DINESH KUMAR 
GAUTAM
Founder, Dristhi 
Foundation Trust

Dinesh Kumar Gautam, 
born in Jhajjhar district of 
Haryana, completed a ma-
jor part of his schooling 
from Delhi and obtained 
his Diploma in Journal-

ism from National Institute of Mass Communication, 
Delhi. 

He started teaching underprivileged children in his 
teenage days and today heads Drishti Foundation 
Trust, an NGO working for education of children, 
women empowerment, and dental care for the under-
privileged in five Indian states. Today, Drishti Foun-
dation manages two slum schools in Ahmedabad and 
one in Delhi. These are street after-schools managed 
entirely through collaborations. Drishti also organis-
es free dental camps in five states, including Gujarat, 
Rajasthan, Delhi, Haryana, and Uttarakhand, and has 
a started a treatment clinic in Gurgaon.

Having worked with over 15,000 children till date, 
Dinesh is now planning to start MobiShala – a cam-
paign to teach people from underprivileged back-
grounds how to use technology. The organisation is 
entirely volunteer-driven with over 1,000 volunteers 
who are otherwise engaged in full-time professions.

The Rajasthan Cabinet 
will make some changes 
in the ‘prison rules’ to in-
clude remuneration days 
in the parole term. The 
move comes with an aim 
to provide some relief to 
the prisoners who have 
shown good conduct dur-
ing their term. 

The state’s Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, 
Rajendra Rathore said 
“prisoners are entitled for 
a parole on the basis of 
good conduct as per the 
jail manual under which 
two days of remuneration 
is given every month”. 

He further told that “in 
the conference headed by 
Chief Minister Vasund-
hara Raje, it was decided 
that the Rajasthan Pris-
oners Release on Parole 
Rules will be revised to 

include the remuneration 
days”. The cabinet also 
informed that ‘Prisoner 
Shortening of Sentences 
Rules, 2006’ will also be 
amended. 

The parole amendment 
will bring down the remu-
neration term of four year 
to two and a half years for 
prisoners who have been 
given life time imprison-

ment and have already 
completed more than 14 
years. 

Rathore also told “Ear-
lier, there was a provision 
of release before time, if a 
convict had completed 14 
years and had four years 
of remuneration, but it 
was not possible as one 
could not accumulate the 
four-year remuneration”.

Rajasthan amends Prison Rules to 
include remuneration in Parole term

According to a state-
ment from the Department 

of BT (biotechnology), 
IT (information technol-
ogy) and Tourism, the $ 
1.5 Million grants to the 
startups were disbursed 
the under ‘Idea to Proof 
of Concept (Idea2POC) 
Grant Scheme’ - part of 
the broader Karnataka 
Startup Policy 2015-20. 

The fund is dedicated 
to startups in the fields of 
agriculture, tourism and 
technology and will be 
given in the form of grant-
in-aid but it will be lim-
ited to a one-time grant 

of Rs. 50 lakh. Minister 
of Department Priyank 
Kharge said, “The scheme 
is designed to identify, 
guide and fund innova-
tive biotech startups in 
the state who can create a 
deep social impact on the 
lives of people here”. 

The Karnataka gov-
ernment had also funded 
eight tourism startups be-
tween Rs. 5 lakh to Rs. 50 
lakh this year. Karnataka 
has launched this scheme 
to develop 20,000 startups 
by 2020. 

Karnataka grants $1.5 Million 
to 26 Biotech Startups

MP has asked the Cen-
tral government to pro-
vide them helicopters for 
carrying out anti-naxal 
operations in various parts 
of the state. 

As per the state govern-
ment, nine districts that 
include Balaghat, Din-
dori, Umaria, Mandla, 
Sidhi, Singrauli, Shah-
dol, Anuppur and Seoni 
are naxal-hit. The state 
Home Minister Bhoopen-
dra Singh Thakur said, 
“a 'hawk force' team has 

been formed and the 
team will be trained at the 
Greyhound training centre 
situated in Hyderabad.” 

He also urged the Cen-

tre to provide financial as-
sistance for implementing 
development work such 
as construction of roads in 
the naxal-hit areas.

Madhya Pradesh seeks Helicopters 
from Centre for Anti-Naxal Ops

NEWS ON D   T
SATURDAY, 13TH MAY @ 6 PM

RAJIV CHOWK METRO STATION 
NEAR CHAAYOS, INNER CIRCLE

CP, NEW DELHI

this mothers day, 
share a rose
with stranger 

mommy 
and say

thank you, 
mommy!
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India gifts Rs. 450 Cr. satellite to neighbours
The benefits of the sat-

ellite will be in the areas 
of mapping of natural re-
sources, tele-medicine, 
education, IT connectiv-
ity and people-to-people 
links. 

According to news re-
ports, the satellite will 
provide a significant capa-

bility to each of the partic-
ipating countries in terms 
of DTH (direct-to-home), 
besides linking among the 
countries for disaster in-
formation transfer. 

Each South Asian coun-
try will get access to 
one transponder through 
which they could beam 
their own programming 

and there could be com-
mon “South Asian pro-
gramming” as well. But 
each country will have to 
develop its own ground 
infrastructure, though In-
dia is willing to extend 
assistance and know-how.

 “There should be coop-
eration of our neighbors 
and there should be de-

velopment of our neigh-
bors too. The benefits 
of this satellite will go a 
long way in meeting the 
developmental needs of 
countries participating in 
the project,” the PM said, 
adding that the project is 
a significant step towards 
promoting cooperation 
with entire South Asia.

People living in east 
Delhi will have to wait for 
another 9 months to enjoy 
peaceful movement be-
tween Khajuri Khas area 
and Outer Ring Road that 
leads to NH-1 as well as 
adjacent areas. This is be-
cause the much-delayed 
‘Signature Bridge Project’ 
will not be complete at its 
earlier mentioned dead-
line i.e. September 2017. 

The delay is due to a 
difference between Delhi 
government’s two depart-
ments i.e. Public Welfare 
Department (PWD) and 
Delhi Tourism and Trans-
portation Development 
Corporation (DTTDC) 
over financial issues. The 
project is now resched-
uled to be completed by 

March next year.
DTTDC claims that the 

construction work has 
been moving at a very 
slow speed due to lack 
of finances since Febru-
ary. An official from the 
department said that "the 

contractors and labourers 
are refusing to work due 
to non-payment of dues. 
If  we had received money 
on time, we would have 
completed a major part of 
the project". 

PWD has to pay around 

Rs. 350 crore as its initial 
cost of Rs. 631 crore was 
twice revised. At first, it 
was increased to Rs. 1,131 
crore and later revised es-
timate of Rs. 1,594 crore 
was cleared in November 
last year.

Signature Bridge project set to 
miss September 2017 deadline
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The policy is also con-
sidering increasing wom-
en in the workforce by 
50 percent by 2030, with 
certain measures like full 
registration fee waiver 
for women appearing in 
competitive / entrance ex-
aminations conducted by 
government, free training 
and more hostels in cities 
for working women.

The policy further em-
phasizes the role and is-
sues related to NRI wom-
en. It notes the role and 
responsibility of women 
in preservation, protec-
tion and propagation of 
country's varied culture 
with respect to women.

 It will also take up mat-
ters such as NRI women 
affected by matrimony 
related clashes such as 
domestic violence, deser-
tion and forceful retention 
of children's custody and 
difficulty faced by such 
women due to jurisdiction 
issues. 

The role of women will 
also be considered in top 
leadership posts at both - 
national and international 
levels maybe as a media-
tor, diplomat or negotia-
tor.

Govt to lower 
I-T slab, free 

health checkups 
for women

Page1Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) has in-
creased the ticket fare for 
the first time in eight years 
after the DMRC board 
approved recommenda-
tions of the Fare Fixation 
Committee's (FCC). The 
prices were last increased 
in 2009, few days before 
the Noida line became op-
erational.

DMRC Director Fi-
nance, K.K. Saberwal 
said that the fare revision 
will be done in two phas-
es i.e. from 10 May and 
1 October. A total of six 
fare slabs will be there as 
against the current 15 fare 
slabs. The minimum fare 
for the commuters will be 
Rs. 10 and maximum fare 
will be Rs. 50-60. DMRC 
will continue providing 
a 10% discount on fares 

for its smart card users. 
Fares on the Airport Ex-
press Line will remain the 
same. It has introduced 
special tourist cards for 
– 1 day and 3 day for just 
Rs. 200 and Rs. 500 only.

Earlier this year, gov-
ernment's think tank - 
NITI Aayog had asked the 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi to increase ticket 
fares on the Delhi Metro. 

According to media 
reports, NITI Aayog's 
vice-chairperson, Arvind 
Panagariya had written a 
letter to the Prime Min-
ister's Office, saying that 
"at the current level, the 
metro fares are inade-
quate for the provision of 
high quality services and 
maintenance and hence 
need to be increased im-
mediately".

Delhi Metro increases fare; 
Maximum Fare set at Rs. 50 

The Central and Delhi 
governments received notic-
es from the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) over the 
chemical gas leak from the 
Tughlakabad Container De-
pot in which over 450 school 
children were hospitalized. 

The NGT also issued a 
‘show cause notice’ to Con-
tainer Corporation of India 
(CCI) asking as to why the 
Tughlakabad unit cannot be 
shifted to some other place.  
The Tribunal bench headed 
by Justice Swatanter Kumar 
took a suo-moto notice of 
the incident and then issued 
notices to the Delhi Gov-
ernment, Delhi Pollution 
Control Committee, Union 
Environment Ministry and 
the Container Corporation of 
India Ltd. 

According to reports on 
Saturday, toxic fumes leak-
ing from chemical drums 
which were imported from 
neighbouring China caused 
illness to over 450 students 
of two girls’ schools in South 
Delhi. The students from 
Government Girls Senior 
Secondary School, Number 
2 and Rani Jhansi Sarvodaya 

Kanya 
Vidya-
l a y a 
w e r e 

later rushed to hospitals. The 
schools were next to the Tu-
ghlakabad unit. The chemi-
cal had leaked from four 
drums that contained Chloro 
(Methyl) Phenylsilane and 
was on the way to Sonepat 
in Haryana. Each drum has 
over 220 litres of chemical 
used in the manufacture of 
pesticides.

Delhi Gas leak; NGT issue notice 
to Centre, Delhi Governments

STANDARD INCLUSIONS

1KVA POWER BACKUP

DESIGNER DOUBLE BED WITH 
MATTRESS (3)
DOUBLE DOOR WARDROBE
ONE 3 SEATER SOFA SET 
DINING TABLE

FURNITURE

3 SPLIT ACS
COOKING PLATE
TELEPHONE INSTRUMENT
32 INCH LED TELEVISIONS (3)
GEYSERS (3)
R.O. WATER
REFRIGERATOR
WIFI & DTH PORT

ELECTRONICS

VITRIFIED TILES UPTO FALSE 
CEILING WITH GRANITE COUNTER
ANTI SKID VITRIFIED TILES
LOW VOC ACRYLIC EMULSION 
PAINT FALSE CEILING
HARDWOOD FRAME WITH 
FLUSH DOOR WITH BOTH SIDE 
LAMINATED FINISH
UPVC FRAMED SINGLEGLAZING 
WITH FROSTED GLASS 
SANITARY FIXTURES AND FITTING 
JAQUAR OR EQUIVALENT

TOILETS

SS HANDRAIL WITH LAMINATED 
TOUGHENED GLASS
ANTI SKID VITRIFIED TILES
EXTERIOR GRADE PAINT

BALCONIES/
TERRACE

FEATURESAPARTMENT

MODULAR KITCHEN
WALL TILE UPTO 2’-0” ABOVE THE 
COUNTER 
ACRYLIC EMULSION IN BALANCE 
AREA
ANTI SKID VITRIFIED TILES 
UPVC FRAMED

KITCHENETTE

ROOMS

LOW VOC ACRYLIC EMULSION PAINT
LAMINATED WOODEN FLOORING 
OR VITRIFIED TILES
LOW VOC ACRYLIC EMULSION PAINT 
DESIGNER WOOD PANEL CEILING
HARDWOOD FRAME WITH FLUSH 
DOOR
UPVC FRAMED 
CURTAINS

LAND SCAPE GARDEN
FREE CAR PARKING

1 YEAR FACILITY MAINTAINANCE 
Residential Investment

Commercial Returns

FULLY FURNISHED 3 BHK LUXURY VILLAS
All inclusive price R 35 Lakhs *

it’s all happening 
in amritsar

EMIs starting from 
R 30,000/- onwards

Get possession by 
just paying 50% EMIs

Corporate Office
SG PROJECTS CONSORTIUM PVT. LTD.

405, Arunachal Building, Barakhamba Road
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001 India

Site Office
PLATINUM KEYS

Tarn Taran Road, Amritsar -143401
Punjab, India

87.438.25000
Contact

sales@theplatinumkeys.com

Bengaluru-based bone 
cancer specialist Pramod 
Chinder has been using the 
VR therapy in the treatment 
of cancer for more than a 
year now and treated pa-
tients numbering close to 
400. 

Chinder further elaborat-
ed that the therapy is done 
by wearing a particular VR 
goggles and watching light 
or calm videos that helps in 
reducing the pain. The treat-
ment has also reduced pain 
in patients by 40 per cent. 

The VR therapy as well as 
the augmented reality (AR) 
technologies is successfully 

being used by doctors, drug 
makers and hospitals in the 
country to help in treatment, 
surgery, marketing and 
spreading medical aware-

ness. Moreover, the therapy 
saves time and money and 
the patients can get physio-
therapy done at their home 
itself.

Virtual Reality Therapy goes popular in 
reducing Cancer Patients’ pain
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The Delhi University (DU) 
has finalized the under-grad-
uate (UG) admissions policy 
for the academic year 2017-
2018 on the basis of sports 
quota. As per the new policy, 
60 percent weightage will be 
given to sports trials and 40 
percent to students certifi-
cates. The admission dates 
are not yet finalized.

The students will not have 
to give any ‘fitness test’, 
which is the qualifying test 
for sports quota but sport-
specific fitness test trials 
have been introduced.

All the students will now 
be eligible for the trials. The 
trials will consist game or 
sport specific fitness, fun-
damental skills and students 
overall playing ability. A stu-
dent will be eligible for ad-
mission, if he or she scores 

at least 30 out of 60 marks.
There will be two catego-

ries for the admissions - di-
rect and trial based. Students 
who have represented their 
country in mentioned sports 
will be eligible for direct 
admission. They then have 
to upload a self-attested 
copy of their highest sports 
certificate. Whereas un-
der trial-based admissions, 
only those certificates will 
be valid which were issued 

between 1st April 2014 and 
31st March 2017.

DU will also issue a list 
of the certificates or events 
which will be considered 
valid. In addition the online 
application procedure will 
allow the student to select 
the contests or competitions 
for which he/she has been 
certified. The DU Sports 
Council has also created a 
matrix for marks given to 
various certificates.

DU finalizes admission policy on 
basis of Sports Quota
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Why should Aadhaar 
be singled out as a 
reason for the law? 

The biggest privacy 
risk that you have is 
your smartphone.

Nandan Nilekani
Ex-Chairman, UIDAI

This scheme makes whole-time surveillance 
- from cradle to the grave - possible. The 

entire architecture of Aadhaar is 
worthless as far as information 
security is concerned and 
perhaps it’s the worst project 
possible under our constitution.

Shyam Divan
Sr. Advocate, Supreme Court

In the eyes of citizens, 
all state authorities 
are State anyway and 

there is no absolute right 
to informational self-
determination.
Arghya Sengupta
Founder & Research Director, 
Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy

The Aadhaar Act has 
strong privacy provisions. 
I am a great believer in 

privacy of data and I think 
India in future needs to 
move towards a strong 
Privacy Act.

Amitabh Kant
CEO, Niti Ayog

Defence Minister hints incentives to encourage domestic 
manufacturing of combat planes, ships and submarines.

-Anand Mahindra-Arun Jaitley

Delighted to see that @ProKabaddi is on its way to becoming 
a fixed and huge part of India’s sporting landscape...

AMIT JATIA
CEO, Westlife Dev. Corp. 
& Hardcastle Restaurants 

Amit is the Vice-Chair-
man of Westlife Devel-
opment (WDL) and the 
Vice-Chairman & CEO of 
Hardcastle Restaurants Pvt. 
Ltd (HRPL). 

Amit has over 25 years of 
experience in the QSR industry; he was responsible for 
various aspects of the establishment and operation of 
McDonald’s restaurants in Western and Southern India. 
He has been instrumental in creating the essential orga-
nizational infrastructure to develop and run the chain of 
McDonald’s restaurants in west and south India. Amit 
has steered Hardcastle Restaurants to the next level to 
become a master franchisee for McDonald’s in the re-
gion. He has been instrumental in putting in place the 
building blocks of McDonald’s in India. His efforts 
have yielded visible results for McDonald’s brand in 
India, over the last 18 years. 

McDonald’s India (West & South) has been blazing 
a trail in the Quick Service Restaurant space over the 
past 21 years, starting from a situation where there was 
no supply chain, to creating one, setting it up to inter-
national standards. Today, McDonald’s India (West & 
South) is a force to reckon with, with 245 restaurants 
across 33 cities in 10 states of India, and a plan to take 
the restaurant footprint to 450-500 by 2022. 

He has been recognized for his achievements with 
several awards – ‘Young Achievers Award’ by the 
Indo- American Society, Business World’s ‘Most Re-
spected Company’ award for the food sector, for three 
consecutive years, as well as Images ‘Retailer of the 
Year’ award.

Amit has a degree in Business Administration from 
the Marshall School of Business at University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles. He has attended sev-
eral sessions of the YPO/Harvard President’s Program 
at HBS.

AAKASH 
CHOUBEY
Partner, 
Khaitan  & Co.
Aakash Choubey graduat-
ed from the National Law 
Institute University, Bho-
pal. He joined Khaitan & 
Co. in 2004 and was made 
a full time partner of now 

India’s top law firm in 2011. At the time, the company 
had a 15 lawyer strong team and attracting top talent 
and cream clientele was a huge challenge for the firm. 
He worked under the tutelage of Haigreve Khaitan, the 
founder of Khaitan & Co. 
Akash personally believes that strategic thinking, 
judgement, anticipation, people skills and integrity 
differentiates good corporate lawyers from great ones. 
He yearns to learn from ‘Young Lawyers’ on how to 
remain ‘relevant’. He often adapts to the change they 
would bring to the practice of law with their fresh ideas 
instead of colouring them with his advice.

He has a theory on talent retention that he calls the 
‘EE2’. It stands for ‘Everyday Experience’ and ‘Equal 
Equity’. In his view, if people look forward to come 
to the office every day and have great working experi-
ence, they will be around for a longer time. Profession-
als at the same level with similar capabilities and drive 
should have equal opportunity and be rewarded alike.

He personally feels that government should facilitate 
entry of international law firms to come and practice in 
India. Indian corporates have benefitted from liberalisa-
tion and entry of international firms will most definitely 
improve practice of law in India. Recently, he made it 
to the ET Hottest Business Leaders under 40 and is one 
emerging Business Leader we will watch out for !

Is India ready to follow the 
Digital Route towards Medicine?

 Suppose, if ‘X’ who 
manufactures the best 
dairy products in New 
Delhi, wants to send the 
fresh products to Ben-
galuru, he will confront a 
nightmare in terms of the 
cold chain logistics and 
transportation. Instead 
if ‘X’ wants to consult a 
doctor in Bengaluru for 
acute chest pain, the doc-
tor can converse with him 
on a video call and ask for 
the reports online.

With a map app, the 
doctor can then direct him 
to the nearest diagnostic 
lab. When the tests are 
done, before ‘X’ puts on 
his clothes the doctor can 
see the test reports online, 
reassure him that his heart 
is fine and prescribe a pain 
killer.

When you hear that 
someone is unwell, 99% 

of the time a sick person 
doesn’t need an opera-
tion. Technically, 99% of 
illnesses can be treated 
online. Online healthcare 
just needs images and 
data to reach from point 
A to point B, which can 
be done from anywhere in 
the world virtually free. 

Today hand held devic-
es can check blood pres-
sure, pulse, saturation, 
ECG and sugar at home. 
Diseases like diabetes, 
hypertension, obstructive 
lung diseases, chronic 
heart failure, skin dis-
eases, routine cold, cough 
and fever can easily be 
managed online. 

Patients with psychi-
atric problems, in fact, 
prefer online consultation 
as it enables them to hide 
their identity. The family 
pediatrician needs to see 

the child if required once 
in few months. The rest 
of the time, such things as 
seasonal cold and cough 
can easily be managed on-
line, which is convenient 
for both, the child and the 
mother.

Online healthcare can-
not blossom without ad-
vanced electronic medi-
cal records (EMR) which 

will prevent doctors from 
making mistakes and give 
them real time feedback. 
Geographical barrier is a 
major limitation for doc-
tors who want to expand 
their practice. Online 
healthcare will allow them 
to treat patients in any part 
of the world. However, if 
Indian doctors decide not 
to adopt technology, it is 

a matter of time before 
doctors from Bangladesh 
or Pakistan will fill the 
vacuum.

Some changes are, 
therefore, urgently neces-
sary. The Medical Coun-
cil of India should adopt 
regulations permitting 
doctors to offer virtual 
consultation and legalise 
virtual prescriptions. Ac-

cording to Indian law, a 
doctor’s advice to patients 
even on telephone – a 
common practice today 
– is illegal unless it is a 
medical emergency.

Second, the govern-
ment should define the 
standards for EMR de-
velopment – respecting 
data privacy but not fol-
lowing the expensive 
HIPPA compliance so 
that start-ups can create 
technologically advanced  
doctor-friendly EMR on 
a dynamic cloud platform, 
unlike the billion dollar 
US EMR which doctors 
hate.

Through a digital shar-
ing economy, India can 
become the first country 
in the world to dissociate 
healthcare and other es-
sentials of life from afflu-
ence.

India gets a tougher Banking Regulation 
Act to rein in Large Loan Defaulters

The government ordi-
nance involves amending 
Section 35 of the Bank-
ing Regulation Act, which 
currently deals with pow-
ers of inspection for RBI. 
The cabinet approved an 
amendment and sent an 
ordinance to President 
Mukherjee for which, he 
gave his assent.

RBI will create a time-
line of, say, 6-9 months 
for banks to deal with 
their big bad-loan ac-
counts. The scheme will 
kick off with banks being 
told to resolve the top 40-
50 cases, the two people 
cited above said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

If banks aren’t able to 
find a solution to the prob-
lem by the specified time, 
the central bank will step 

in directly to settle such 
loans. RBI will also get 
punitive powers to ensure 
that banks act quickly on 
these bad loans.

Protection of commer-
cial decisions from vigi-
lance inquiries has been 
a key demand from bank-
ers, especially after the 
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation arrested former 

officials of IDBI Bank 
Ltd, including a former 
chairman, for sanctioning 
loans worth Rs. 950 Crore 
to Kingfisher Airlines Ltd.

This fear has prevented 
lenders from sacrificing a 
part of the amount due to 
them and pushing through 
sales of stressed assets to 
turnaround specialists and 
private equity firms.

Famous menswear brand 
‘Manyavar’ owner, Ved-
ant Fashions has joined 
in talks to discuss a pos-
sible acquisition of ‘Soch’ 
– ethnic ladies wear brand 
valued at over Rs. 1,000 
crore. The Kolkata based 
company is tapping some 
private equity share-
holders and investors to 
achieve the biggest con-
solidation move in the In-
dian fashion industry.
The takeover would give 

Vedant Fashions a big 
presence in the ladies-
wear market. The com-
pany has also been trying 
to launch it’s own brand 
named ‘Mohey’ in the 
segment. 
Vedant Fashions, one of 
the most money-making 
Indian fashion compa-
nies, has an income of 
around Rs. 550 crore 
while Soch has about Rs. 
350 crore. The Bangalore 
based MD Retail – the 

parent of Soch has been in 
parallel discussions with 
the Vedant Fashions and 
private equity investors 
for a share sale. 
Three investors - West-
bridge Capital, CX Part-
ners and L Catterton are 
trying hard to buy a con-
trolling stake in Soch. 
However, Soch CEO, Vi-
nay Chatlani rejecting the 
reports of possible stake 
sale declined to give any 
comments on the matter.

After conquering Men’s Ethnic Wear, 
‘Manyawar’ eyes women brand ‘Soch’

‘Indian print publica-
tions has seen an increase 
in its daily circulation of 
around 2.37 crore copies 
during the period from 
2006 to 2016’, as per 
data released by the Au-
dit Bureau of Circulation 
(ABC). The average num-
ber of copies circulated on 
daily basis has increased 
to 6.28 crore from 3.91 
crore in 2006, record-
ing a Compound Annual 
Growth Rate (CAGR) of 
4.87 per cent. The North-
ern region has shown the 
highest growth at 7.83 per 

cent followed by South at 
4.95 per cent.

Chairman of ABC, I. 
Venkat has called it a sig-
nificant growth for print 
at a time when most of 
the nations are facing a 
decline in the print. ABC 
as we know is a non-profit 
organization that reviews 
circulation of newspapers 
and magazines. 

The bureau in a con-
ference in Mumbai high-
lighted that 23.7 million 
copies have been added to 
the circulation of Indian 
newspapers and maga-

zines in the past 10 years. 
ABC data also shows that 
big contributions in the 
growth are Hindi, Telu-
gu and Kannada being 
the top three local lan-
guage publications with a 
CAGR of 8.76%, 8.28% 
and 6.40% respectively. 
While the English lan-
guage publications grew 
at a CAGR of 2.87% in 
that same period. The 
Bureau has predicted that 
the revenue from print 
media advertising will 
increase at 8% CAGR to 
Rs. 29,600 Crore by 2021.

Print circulation in India Bucks 
Global Trend; grows by 4.87%

Software giant Micro-
soft is set to challenge 
Amazon’s widely used 
‘Echo Smart-Speaker’ 
for a spot on the kitchen 
counter with the help of 
a device from Samsung 
Electronics that will en-
able phone calls. The ‘In-
voke’, which will debut 
this fall, is coming two 
years after the release of 
Echo.  It also will com-
pete with Alphabet's 
‘Google Home’, which 
was released last fall.

Made by Samsung's 
Harman Kardon unit, the 
voice-controlled speakers 

will also use Microsoft's 
Cortana digital assistant 
to take orders. On the oth-
er hand, Apple is believed 
to be working on a smart 
-speaker gadget that will 
use its Siri digital assis-
tant, while Samsung has 

its own voice-activated 
virtual assistant named - 
Bixby. 

The device can inte-
grate with ‘Skype’ - an 
internet-calling service, 
which none of the other 
rivals have.

Microsoft’s Cortona-powered speaker 
‘Invoke’ to challenge Amazon’s Echo
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Mrinal Pai and Mughilan Thiru Ra-
masamy, both mechanical engineers 
from RV College of Engineering, Ban-
galore never thought that what started 
off as a sheer fascination with the 
concept of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
will become a booming startup with 
several marquee clients and a versatile 
lineup of products. 

But their story is nothing like those 
movies—it’s one of grit, determination 
and an unflinching faith in the strength 
of their design. Skylark Drones Pvt. 
Ltd. traces its roots to a small college 
project and lots of passion, the secret 
ingredient that is common to all suc-
cessful ventures.

“When in college, we did not think 
of winning competitions or coming up 
with a startup. We just built drones out 
of passion. We used to have a small 
workshop in college, where 10-20 of 
us would sit through the night to build 
a drone and fly it in the morning,” says 
Pai.

And all that midnight oil did bear 
fruit when, in 2013, the duo won the 
‘NASA Systems Engineering Award’ 
for the Best Drone Design. 

 “We saw a huge gap between hobby 
and defence, another major application 
area. [That was] something of huge 
value and nobody was really capitaliz-
ing on that value or the market, so we 

decided to completely focus on that,” 
he explains.

A few months later, Skylark bagged 
its first customer—the very prestigious 
Indian Army. The project was to man-
ufacture a drone that could function 
as a night-vision camera. Next up was 
Bangalore Police, whom they helped, 
monitor traffic on the 2015 New Year’s 
Eve. Skylark’s drone offered the police 
real-time surveillance and a live video 
feed of the traffic.

The startup is currently working 
with Karnataka’s Highway Depart-
ment on a road-widening project. It is 
doing pre- and post-construction anal-
ysis of the entire road for the contrac-
tor, the government and the designer.

In all, Skylark has worked on close 
to 50 projects over the last 10 months.

Currently, there is no single leader 
in the drone enterprise space. In the 
hobby space, Chinese technology firm 
DJI has 80% market share, says Pai.

“Companies find it difficult to com-
pete with DJI because of its technol-
ogy and costs. We hope that drones be-
come a commodity, so that we are not 
just manufacturers of drones. We’re 
not competing the way the Chinese 
are,” he explains. Skylark wants to ex-
pand to agriculture next and, in future, 
aims to become a one-stop shop for all 
enterprise drone solutions.

Indian Startup lines up Marquee 
Clients like Tata & the Indian Army 

STARTUP WATCH SKYLARK DRONES

BUSINESS/ECONOMY

India has surpassed Chi-
na in becoming world's 
biggest market for the 
two-wheelers. Reports 
say that 17.7 million two-
wheelers were sold in the 
country last year (2016) 
that means around 48,000 
units every day.
Officials from the Soci-
ety of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers (Siam) 
and data from China As-
sociation of Automobile 
Manufacturers told that 
Beijing was on the sec-
ond number with 16.8 
million units sold. One of 
the main reasons for the 
increase in sales has been 
the rise in the number of 
women commuters in the 
country. 
The Chinese market has 
been declining over the 
past few years possibly 
due to fast-paced increase 
in car sales there and gov-
ernment restrictions on 
petrol two-wheelers in 
big cities. 
The Chinese market has 
been going down from the 

highs of 25 million or so, 
reached a few years back. 
Although, the electric 
two-wheelers sales have 
been on rise in China.
Indonesia is now follow-
ing India & China as the 
third-largest two-wheeler 
market. Its yearly sales 
are estimated at 6 million 
units. 
A senior official from 
Hero MotoCorp, India’s 
largest company, said 
that the growth in infra-
structure in non-urban 
areas and small cities is 
increasing the demand. 
The official added that, 
"The massive government 
spending in rural pro-
grammes and large road-
construction projects is 
leading to a pick-up in 
volumes in smaller towns 
and villages". Whereas in 
metropolitan and bigger 
cities, two-wheeler sales 
are also increasing due to 
the choked infrastructure, 
as people are preferring to 
buy two wheelers instead 
of cars.

India overtakes China, 
becomes worlds biggest 

two-wheeler market

The Prime Minister em-
phasized that manufactur-
ing of solar equipment 
should be given priority, 
to drive employment gen-
eration, and derive maxi-
mum benefit from the re-
newable energy drive.

Under Pradhan Man-
tri Awaas Yojana, remark-
able progress has been 
achieved in rural areas. 
IT and space-based ap-
plications are being ex-
tensively used to monitor 
progress of the scheme. 
Over 32 lakh houses have 

been completed in rural 
areas in FY17. The PM 
enquired about the train-
ing and skills being given 
to rural masons involved 
with this scheme.

Seeking a consolidat-
ed approach to various 
schemes, the PM called 
for a focused approach on 
the 100 worst performing 
districts in each case. He 
directed future reviews to 
be focussed on problems 
at the district-level, so 
that the progress of poorly 
performing districts can 
be better monitored.

India shines in key 
Infrastructure Sectors
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Global businessman and investor Warren Buffet recently spoke on a 
range of topics, including the nature of business and markets in India. 
The second wealthiest man on Earth said, “Will invest in India if a good,  
large and valuable company is for sale.” However, he said that there is a 
huge divide in income in India and per capita income has to go up in the 
country. “India is a huge and enormous market for anyone to ignore,” he 
said highlighting India’s expanding global footprint.

WARREN BUFFET GAZES AT INDIABUSINESS BUZZ
Snapdeal’s largest investor SoftBank may finalise Snapdeal’s merger 
with Flipkart by next week, according to reports. Besides Snapdeal 
is also close to finalizing a cash infusion of more than $1 billion into 
Alibaba-backed digital payments firm Paytm (One97 Communications 
Pvt. Ltd)—leader in the fintech sector—giving it a more direct say in 
that group too.

Media reports 
have separately 
linked Soft-
Bank to a tie-up 
between gro-
cery delivery 
group Grofers, 
in which it has 
invested rough-
ly $70 million, 
and rival mar-
ket leader Big-
Basket.

SOFTBANK MAY FINALISE SNAPDEAL – 
FLIPKART MERGER VERY SOON

MASAYOSHI SON
Founder & CEO, Softbank

Myntra.com is close to signing up two sub-franchisees to manage 
Mango stores in India, according to people familiar with the matter. 
Myntra, which took over the offline and online franchisee rights for the 
Spanish fashion and lifestyle brand in India earlier this year, is likely 
to appoint Samarth Lifestyle and G&B Fashion as the sub franchisees.

MYNTRA TO SUB FRANCHISE MANGO 
STORES IN INDIA

Indian CEO’s hold “Underwater Conference” 
to raise awareness on Global Warming 

The Grove beach of 
Kovalam, Kerala, wit-
nessed a unique kind of a 
conference recently when 
the CEOs of five Indian 
IT and Hospitality com-
panies participated in a 
conference held underwa-
ter. The intention behind 
this act was to raise public 
awareness around the is-
sues of marine life protec-
tion and global warming. 

The meeting went on 
for 35 minutes and was 
held on the floor of the 
Arabian Sea, where the 
participants pledged to 
protect marine life and 
fight against increasing 
pollution in the waters of 
Indian Ocean.

Bond Safari, an under-
water adventure compa-
ny, in collaboration with 

Hotel Udaya Samudra, 
conducted this confer-
ence, and the participants 
were Hema Menon, Cen-
tre Head of UST Global, 
Dinesh P. Thampi, Vice 
President and Delivery 
Centre Head at Tata Con-
sultancy Services, Rony 
Thomas Zachariah, CEO 
of Avon Mobility Solu-
tions, Shyam Kumar, 
Content Manager for 
Neologix, and Rajagopal 
Iyer, CEO of UDS Group 
of Hotels.

Jackson Peter, Manag-
ing Director of Bond Sa-
fari, in a chat with India-
times said,

“Through this unique 
event, we also wanted to 
bring the attention of in-
ternational and national 
policy makers on the in-

creased risks and conse-
quences of global warm-
ing and marine pollution 
on the planet. Many are 
unaware that oceans serve 
as the world’s largest 
source of protein. These 
water bodies represent 99 
percent of the living space 
on the planet.”  

Representative from 
Tata Consultancy Servic-
es Dinesh P. Thampi told 
Indian Express, “It is up 
to each one of us to help 
prevent the ocean from 
degrading over a period 
of time”, he added. 

The event was titled 
‘Ocean Love’ by the or-
ganisers, and it had an ob-
jective of bringing about 
a long-term plan draft for 
the protection of marine 
life in Indian Ocean.

Patanjali to enter Food 
Retailing in India; challenges 

McDonald’s, KFC and Subway

With a ready-made cli-
entele because of Baba 
Ramdev’s vast follow-
ing, Patanjali will in-
crease competition in an 
already crowded food 
retailing space in India. 
Even a strong player like 
Dominos is struggling for 
growth in the Indian unit 
of Domino’s Pizza Inc. 

Food accounts for about 
57 percent of India’s to-
tal retail business and 

the market is expected to 
more than triple to 71 tril-
lion Rupees ($1.1 trillion) 
by 2025, according to In-
dia Food Forum, a retail-
exhibition platform.

Patanjali Ayurved has 
the ability to generate 
buzz initially, though it 
probably doesn’t have a 
sustainable competitive 
advantage in the Quick 
Service Restaurants 
space, which requires 
high capital expenditures. 

Ramdev aims to wean 
Indians off what he con-
siders unhealthy and 
expensive food being 
served in foreign multina-
tional fast food restaurant 
chains. The company’s 
turnover was 105 bil-
lion Rupees in 2016-17, 
Baba Ramdev declared 
on Thursday. It has the 
capacity to make products 
worth 300 billion Rupees 
and plans to double that 
figure by next year.
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The Government of In-
dia attaches the highest 
priority to job creation. 
India suffers from a lack 
of reliable, timely data on 
employment which has 
made it difficult for pol-
icy makers and indepen-
dent observers to assess 
the extent of employment 
generation at different 
points of time. Some data 
is collected and published 
by certain agencies in-
cluding the Labour Bu-
reau, but the coverage is 
very small. 

The Labour Bureau data 
covers only a few sectors 
and the methodology is 
not based on updated pan-
el of survey respondents. 
The net result has been 
that both policy making 

and analysis are conduct-
ed in a data vacuum.

The PM’s Office and 
concerned Ministries will 
come up with a solution 
to fill this long standing 
gap in the country’s sta-
tistical architecture. Ac-
cordingly, a task force 
has been created under 
the chairmanship of the 
Vice Chairman, NITI 
Aayog Dr. Arvind Pan-
agriya with Labour Sec-
retary Ms. Sathiyavathy, 
Secretary Statistics Dr. 
T.C.A. Ananth, Prof. Pu-
lak Ghosh of NITI Aayog 
and Shri Manish Sabhar-
wal (Member RBI Board) 
as members. Solutions  
will be recommend that 
can be implemented in a 
time bound manner.

PM forms Special Task Force 
to track employment data

World famous Czech 
car maker ‘Skoda’ is now 
planning to ride on the 
parent Volkswagen’s part-
nership with the Tata Mo-
tors for a bigger partici-
pation in India’s compact 
vehicles sector.  

Skoda is trying to make 
a comeback into the high-
volume small car group, 
while driving in a mini-
SUV and an entry sedan. 
The cars will run on In-
dian roads from 2019 and 
are a result of the joint 
product strategy formu-
lated with the Tata group. 

The development stems 
from MoU inked between 
Volkswagen and Tata Mo-
tor’s in March 2017 to 
explore a strategic coali-
tion opportunity for mu-
tual product development. 
Skoda will be leading the 
project for the Volkswa-
gen brands. Skoda has 
constantly been work-
ing for restoration of its 
Indian operations in the 
last few years. It wants 
to solve issues like - poor 
service quality and declin-
ing customer confidence.  

MD of the company, 

Sudhir Rao refused to 
say anything about the 
product strategy but told 
that “the company is now 
planning to enhance its 
portfolio and moving be-
yond “re-haul of opera-
tions".  He also said that 
“service quality and cus-
tomer experience at deal-
erships were important 
elements for the company 
and needed attention. We 
have worked diligently 
to solve issues around 
this area and are now set 
to move ahead with the 
product strategy”.

Skoda-Tata Motors planning JV to 
launch multiple products in India

SKODA COMPACT CROSSOVER SUV BASED ON VW TAIGUN
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WORLD THIS WEEK

A golden sand beach that was washed away over 
30 years ago has reappeared on Achill Island in 
Ireland. The beach, near the village of Dooagh, 
disappeared in 1984 when storms washed away 
all the sand and left it with nothing but rock pools. 
Meanwhile, Sean Molloy, at Achill Tourism, told 
ITV News: “Before it disappeared, the beach had 
been there for as long as living memory, almost 
continuously, until 1984-85.

Vanished Irish Beach Reappears 
Overnight after 33 Years

For the first time since leaving office, President 
Barack Obama has addressed his landmark health-
care legislation in a speech, reminding supporters 
of the courage and integrity of junior Congressmen 
that it took to pass the bill. Speaking at the John F 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, he said: 
“Because of that vote, 20 million people got health-
care, which didn’t have it before.

Barack Obama in Debate to 
defend his Healthcare Reforms

At 39, Former investment banker Emmanuel 
Macron became promised France’s youngest-ever 
leader but faces a huge challenge to enact his 
programme while trying to unite a fractured and 
demoralized country. The Pro-EU Centrist leader 
promised to heal France’s divisions after crushing 
far-right leader Marine Le Pen in a pivotal presi-
dential election. 
As the extent of his resounding victory sank in, 
Macron told sea jubilant supporters waving French 
flags outside the Louvre Museum in Paris: “To-
night, France won.”

Emmanuel Macron Becomes 
France’s Youngest President

Emma Watson wins first 
Genderless Award for 
“Beauty and the Beast”

For world’s super-rich, a pink 
diamond is forever

Emma Watson recently won the first ever gender-
less Best Actor award for her role in Beauty and the 
Beast at the MTV Movie & TV Awards. She beat 
actors including Hugh Jackman to win in the award 
category, which featured nominees from both gen-
ders. Further, Stranger Things actress Millie Bobby 
Brown won the Best Actor in a (TV) show award.

The “Pink Star” diamond, the most valuable cut 
diamond ever offered at auction, is displayed at a 
Sotheby’s auction room in Hong Kong.

World’s two powerful 
nations, Japan and China 
are set to strengthen their 
economic as well as fi-
nancial ties, said Japanese 
Finance Minister, Taro 
Aso on Saturday after 
observing US President 
Donald Trump's contin-
ued protectionist stance 
and tensions with North 
Korea affecting Asia's 
trade growth outlook.

Chinese Finance Min-
ister, Xiao Jie, who could 
not attend a trilateral 
meeting with his South 
Korean and Japanese 
counterparts on Friday, 
held talks with Japanese 
Finance Minister, Aso 
seeking to dismiss specu-
lation that his absence 
had any diplomatic impli-
cations. Aso later told re-
porters that "we actively 
exchanged views on eco-
nomic and financial situa-
tions in Japan and China 
and our cooperation in the 
financial field”.

The two countries have 
also agreed to conduct a 
joint research on issues 
of common interest and to 
report its outcomes in the 
next meeting, which will 
be held in 2018 in China. 
It must be noted that rela-
tions between China and 
Japan have been disturb-
ing due to territorial rows 
and Japan’s occupation of 
parts of China in World 
War 2.

The two countries un-
derstand the need to re-
spect free trade, which is 
very important for Asia's 
trade-dependent econo-

mies. The finance depart-
ment officials from China, 
Japan and South Korea 
have also agreed to defy 
all forms of protection-
ism. 

It must be noted that 
Beijing has positioned 
itself as ‘free trade sup-
porter’ following the US 
President’s calls to put 
America's interests at top 
and pull out of joint trade 
agreements. On the other 
hand, Tokyo has taken a 
more considerate stance 
towards America’s fight 
that trade should be free 
as well fair.

China, Japan and South Korea Pledge 
to Expand Trade at Joint Meeting

The US Defense De-
partment is set to finalize 
a lease regarding a pri-
vately owned building in 
New York’s Trump Tower 
for the White House Mili-
tary Office. The aim is to 
provide convenience to  
President Donald Trump 
but without providing any 
benefit to him or his orga-
nization. 

The Military Office 
safeguards a device 
named ‘football’ that 
contains the top-secret 
nuclear launch codes. 
The device is needed by 

the President to order a 
nuclear attack and also to 
provide him secure com-
munications wherever he 
is.

Defense Department of-
ficial James MacStravic 
in a letter to the Repre-
sentative Jackie Speier 
said “the apartment is 
‘privately owned’ and 
lease negotiations have 
been with the owner’s 
representatives only.” 
MacStravic, who is “tem-
porarily performing the 
duties of the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Ac-

quisition, Technology and 
Logistics,” mentioned 
that any acquisition of 
leased space with “an an-
nual rental exceeding $1 
million in costs, should 
be first approved by my 
office.” 

The official “approved 
this action” after having 
consultations with the 
White House Military Of-
fice and other senior offi-
cials, he said. The officials 
have refused to reveal the 
total cost of the lease or 
identify the owners of the 
apartment.

US to lease privately-owned Trump 
Tower for ‘Nuclear’ Football

The world famous Turk-
ish Airlines has now start-
ed providing laptops to its 
business-class passengers 
after Britain and America 
have barred big electronic 
devices in flights from 
certain countries. The US 
has banned all electronic 
devices that are bigger 
than a cell phone on di-
rect flights to the country 
from 10 airports in seven 
Middle East nations and 
Turkey. The Britain has 
also made a similar ban 
for five nations in the 
Middle East, Turkey and 
North Africa.

But Turkish Airlines 
said they would provide 
passengers with a solution 
and so have started pro-
viding laptops to its busi-
ness-class travellers on 
US-bound flights. They 

will also offer the same 
service for its UK-bound 
business-class travellers 
from May 12. The Airline 
mentioned that laptops 
will contain full security 
and protect the users' pri-
vacy by ‘automatically 
erasing’ all personal data 
after being shut down.

The Turkish Airlines has 
also started implement-
ing methods to keep its 
travellers’ electronic de-
vices safe during flights to 

America and Britain after 
the ban was introduced. 
The Airlines CEO, Bilal 
Ekşi said "The electronic 
devices will be received 
by an airline officer dur-
ing the last check-in be-
fore boarding the aircraft 
and will be placed in spe-
cial durable luggage after 
being wrapped in foam 
covers. We guarantee that 
passengers' devices will 
not be damaged or lost" 
Ekşi added.

Turkish airlines offer in-flight 
laptops to travellers

Syria has rejected the 
idea of international 
forces patrolling the four 
so-called De-escalation 
regions which will be 
established under a deal 
signed by Russia, Tur-
key and Iran, emphasiz-
ing that Damascus will 
agree only to Russian 
armed forces that are 
already on the ground. 
Syrian Foreign Minister, 
Walid al-Moallem told 
media that the country 
will follow the agreement 
signed in Kazakhstan few 
days back adding that 
it was quite early to say 
whether the deal would 

be successful or not. Al-
Moallem vowed that the 
government forces will 
answer ‘decisively’ to any 
infringement by the reb-
els. 

On the other hand, the 
UN’s Syria diplomat, 
Staffan de Mistura said 
that there are plans to 
start the talks in Geneva 
between Syrian President 
Bashar Assad's govern-
ment and opposition lead-
ers on May 16. Russia 
and Iran which have been 
supporting Assad gov-
ernment and Turkey that  
supports the rebels may 
deploy armed forces to 

secure the four so-called 
‘de-escalation zones’ . 
The UN Security Coun-
cil President says Russia 
wants a vote early this 
week on a decree support-
ing the deal. While Uru-
guay's envoy, Elbio Ros-
selli said discussions are 
going in this regard, US 
Defense Secretary, Jim 
Mattis said “Washington 
would closely review the 
proposal for ‘safe zones’ 
in Syria but added that 
the plan poses several 
unanswered questions, in-
cluding whether it would 
be effective to implement 
such a high cost plan”.

Syria rejects presence of 
International Forces in Safe Zone

Afghanistan and Paki-
stan have mutually decid-
ed to conduct a geological 
survey on Monday (08 
May) at the Chaman bor-
der to determine the cor-
rect territorial boundaries 
on both the sides. The de-
cision was taken during a 
flag meeting held between 
the Pak-Afghan represen-
tatives at Bab-e-Dosti. 
The two sides stressed 
that the correct determi-
nation of border limits 
is necessary and will be 
ensured by the geologi-
cal experts from both the 
countries with the help of 
Google Maps and Google 
Earth.

It must be noted that 
tensions between the 
two countries continues 
as Bab-e-Dosti remains 
shut for the fourth con-
secutive day after the 
Afghan forces attacked 
Pakistan. The Afghan 
transit trade, North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organisation’s 

(NATO) supply line and 
the pedestrian locomo-
tion between Kabul and 
Islamabad have also been 
suspended. Around 2,000 
facility camps have been 
made for the people who 
were forced to leave their 
houses after the attack by 
the Afghan forces.

Pak-Afghan to conduct joint 
survey to settle territorial borders

Prof. Oerlemans ex-
plained that “we have 
explored various ways of 
trying to keep the glacier 
frozen, but the only possi-
bility we see that may be 
feasible is to try and keep 
it covered with snow dur-
ing the summers”. He fur-
ther added that “because 
you can make snow much 
faster than it melts, we 

think we can keep it cov-
ered with a white surface 
throughout the summer 
— with the snow simply 
protecting the ice to keep 
it from melting.”

The benefit of artificial 
snow is that it will help 
in reflecting sunlight and 
give the glacier a possibil-
ity to grow back. It must 
be noted that the project 
was recently presented at 

the annual meeting of the 
European Geosciences 
Union at Vienna in late 
April 2017. 

According to plans, the 
technology will first be 
tested on a small artifi-
cial glacier at the bottom 
of Diavolezzafirn glacier 
and if this works, only 
then Keller’s and Oer-
lemans initiative will be 
implemented.

Snow Machines to help rebuild 
Swiss Glaciers

Page1

The Million Dollar baby “Fidget Spinner”
After creating a thresh-

old of a demand in the 
global markets, the inven-
tor of the massively famed 
toy ‘Fidget Spinner’ is not 
at all earning monetary 
benefits as Catherine Het-
tinger couldn’t afford the 
patent on her most valu-
able creation.   

As the inventor of the 
original fidget spinner – 
the ubiquitous new toy 
that has quickly become 
a craze in playgrounds 
around the world – Cath-
erine Hettinger should be 
enjoying the high life.

But the Florida-based 
creator is not making a 
penny off her genius in-
vention, even as global 
sales of the gadget she 
envisioned two decades 
ago as a way to entertain 
her seven-year-old daugh-
ter soar into the tens of 
millions and suppliers 
struggle to meet massive 
demand. Hettinger held 
the patent on finger spin-
ners for eight years, but 
surrendered it in 2005 be-
cause she could not afford 
the $400 (£310) renewal 
fee. “I just didn’t have the 

money. It’s very simple,” 
she said.

Now, while the manu-
facturers and retailers 

who are selling the mod-
ern-day versions of the 
toy rack up huge profits, 
Hettinger, 62, is downsiz-

ing from her tiny house to 
a cheaper condo, wonder-
ing whether to get her dis-
connected telephone line 
reinstated, and figuring 
out how to afford “a car 
that truly works”.

Hettinger accepts that 
had she been able to af-
ford to keep the patent, 
she would now likely be 
sitting on a sizeable for-
tune. “I wouldn’t have any 
problem. That would have 
been good,” she said.

The toy manufacturing 
giant Hasbro, who had 
been testing the design, 

decided not to proceed to 
production – effectively 
leaving the project to 
wither and eventually die 
with the lapse of the pat-
ent in 2005.

Undeterred, Hettinger 
is currently working con-
tract engineering jobs to 
earn income while help-
ing advise others at meet-
ings of the Inventors’ 
Council of Central Flori-
da, and also has plans to 
manufacture and sell her 
original spinner design if 
a Kick starter appeal can 
raise enough funds.
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These ‘Mompreneurs’ are an 
Inspiration to the Country

It is said that there is always a woman behind every successful man. Well, it is 
not just a phrase but in itself is a quantifying statement that derives the roles of a 
friend, wife, sister and a mother in a woman. However, the new era of entrepre-

neurship is witnessing an evolution that is breaking the mindsets of the conserva-
tives and proving that a woman can adhere towards all the righteous duties as a 
mother and still can pursue the hard steps towards being a spot on entrepreneur.  

Below are a few identities, which have followed the hard trail of entrepreneurship 
while creating a sheer balance with their personal life and are shining at the peak.

UPASANA TAKU
Co-Founder, Mobikwik

The 42 year old London School of 
Economics alumnus was just flipping 
through the pages of a fashion magazine mo-

ments after giving birth to her second child in Lon-
don. It was the moment when she found out the ex-
clusivity that current e-commerce websites couldn’t 
offer and intrigued her to investigate further. Ardent 
research led her to an impertinent gap which laid 
the foundation of LimeRoad. Being a mother of two 
children and leading a team of 450 people wasn’t an 
easy spot to achieve, however Mukherjee believes 
that an entrepreneur needs a fighter gene to succeed 
and should be ready to face failures. LimeRoad is 
an online marketplace which connects buyers and 
sellers. It posts 4000 new styles every day on its 
platform from sellers across the country and bids to 
become the 16th century digital Grand Trunk Road. 

FALGUNI NAYAR 
Founder & CEO, Nykaa

The 36 year old post graduate 
from Stanford was work-
ing with PayPal as a senior prod-

uct manager when she realized that her 
work was getting too easy for her and 
she wanted to come back and give some-
thing to the society. Taku met Bipin 
Preet Singh (Now her beloved husband), 
founder, Mobikwik through a mutual 
friend and observed the zest to start up. 
Taku helped Singh initially and joined the 
startup as its co-founder after 5 months 
and has not looked back since then. Taku, 
who handles hiring, sales, and business 
operations, also strikes strategic alliances 
with retailers, banks and other financial 
players. Taku’s involvement helped Mo-
biKwik stay bootstrapped all the way 
to profitability in its first three years; in 
2013, the company raised $5 million in 
its first major funding round. Currently, 
the MobiKwik wallet is used by around 
45 million users, and a million merchant 
establishments accept payments via its 
platform. 

GARIMA SATIJA
 CEO, PoshVine

SUCHI MUKHERJEE
CEO & Founder, LimeRoad

RASHMI DAGA
Founder, FreshMenu

Born and raised in Mumbai, Nayar 
started her career as a management 
consultant right after getting out 

from business school. Proving her ability 
in the banking sector for two decades, 
Nayar realized the urge that she had 
been keeping inside to move on towards an 
entrepreneurial level but she had observed 
that there will be a huge gap in the beauty 
space and people will buy things online. In 
April, 2012, Nykaa was inaugurated as a 
multi brand online beauty retailer and has 
extended its presence through a mobile app 
and offline stores. Nykaa sells more than 
35,000 products from 650 brands both in-
ternational and Indian, luxury and mass, 
and is constantly adding new labels to its 
stock. The company’s revenue has grown 
350% in the last two years. 
In 2016, it raised a total of Rs. 104 crore 
from investors and the company hopes to 
break even by the end of this summer. An 
initial public offering is planned for 2020 
and the current valuation of the company is 
Rs. 280 crore.

When Garima Satija gave up a 
cushy HR job at 26 to set up a 
concierge service for experiences 

ranging from fine dining to adventure sports 
in 2011, she was trying to fill in a 
gap for such information that many 
of her friends had told her about.

"PoshVine started from our own need to 
discover unique foodie experiences in our 
leisure time. We started by aggregating pre-
mium restaurants and chefs willing to cre-
ate unique activities, and later extended to 
other categories as well” she says.
Now the site, which has been extended to 
six more countries besides India, helps 
people and companies to create experien-
tial packages directly on the site. However, 
when her daughter Aria was born 14 months 
back, Garima faced the real mompreneurial 
challenge.
"Now I have to enforce a few rules to ensure 
that I spend quality time with my child. It is 
a demanding schedule, especially when our 
company is on an upswing, and the team 
is growing," she says. She sets meticulous 
daily planning so that she can be back home 
by 7.30 in the evening and switch off from 
work till her baby sleeps.

It would have been just a dream 
for the IIM Ahmedabad Alum-
nus if she wouldn’t have dealt 

with the problems faced when her 
family moved from Frazer 
Town to Sarjapur, Banga-

lore. The mother of a three year 
old could not find a solution as the 
nearest food joint was miles away 
and dining out frequently was not a 
fair option. All this led her to think 
of starting a company that would 
deliver tasty, fresh food prepared 
by chefs and with an affordable 
price tag. For Daga, it was impera-
tive that the menu was not repeti-
tive too. The plan was to target the 
people who want fresh food, de-
void of greasy, oily preparation. At 
the same time, they also look out 
for options that are different from 
the regular meal options and in-
spired from global cuisine. Fresh-
Menu is based out of Bengaluru 
and now has expanded to Mumbai, 
Gurugram and Delhi with 26 op-
erational kitchens. 

Priyanka made this atypical debut at 'Avant-Garde' themed Met Gala for which, her 
team took real pains. (The trench dress required four hands to get out of the lobby 
of her hotel room!) She aptly opted for a top-knot-bun that went perfectly with her 
popped out collar and metallic make-up. The vintage boots from Azzedina Alaia, 

neverthess, stole the show! The Khakhi color was too pretty on her skin. 
To contour- She simply robbed the red carpet! 

How 'Avant-garde' was 
Priyanka's look?

Priyanka chopra’s 
head-turning Trench 

Coat by Ralph Lauren 
made strong waves of 

whispers - some says she 
rocked it, while others 
mocked her for terrible 
taste and drained make-

up look! 

When it comes to grand entrances, our desi girl tops the list! 

Hand in Hand: 
Jennifer Lopez & Alex Rodriguez 

Jessica Chastain in pastel lime Rihaana be so cheeky red

Style corridor at Met Gala 2017 
Beyonce looking chic
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