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Amitabh Bachchan has 
been appointed as the 
Goodwill Ambassador 
for Hepatitis by the World 
Health Organisation in 
South-East Asia region to 
spread awareness about 
the disease. Bachchan 
said,”As someone who 
has suffered or is still 
suffering from Hepati-
tis due to a blood trans-
fusion, and as someone 
who was detected with 
the disease many years 
later, I have realised that 
how disabling it can be if 
it is not detected in time 
and is not timely cured. 

The message of how this 
can be detected and cured 
was unknown to me.”

“When I did find out 
through various effi-
cient people in this re-
gion connected with this 
campaign, I felt I must 
work towards not entire-
ly uprooting it but atleast 
making people aware of 
what Hepatitis is,” said 
Mr Bachchan, who was 
hit with the virus after 
Amitabh was infused 
with the blood of about 
two hundred donors post 
the accident on the sets of 
‘Coolie’.

This is the first for-
mal association between 
World Health Organi-
staion and Bachchan, 
who served as Goodwill 
Ambassador (UNICEF) 
for Polio in India. 

As World Health Or-
ganistaion Goodwill Am-
bassador for Hepatitis in 
the region, the star hopes 
for Hepatitis free India. “I 
wish the day would come 
when I would stand along 
with the WHO and make 
a statement, that today In-
dia is Hepatitis free. That 
would be a huge achieve-
ment of this campaign.”

WHO appoints Big B as goodwill 
ambassador for hepatitis

On the charges of al-
leged benami deals, the 
Income Tax (I-T) depart-
ment raided various prop-
erties linked to Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) Chief 
Lalu Prasad Yadav in 
National Capital Region 
(NCR) on Wednesday.

Tax agencies hasve 
raided 22 locations in 
Gurugram and New Del-
hi on the charges of bena-
mi land deals exceeding 
in worth over Rs 1,000 
crore. Properties of RJD 
MP Misa Bharti and se-
nior RJD leader Prem 
Chand Gupta were also 
raided in New Delhi. The 
private property of Gup-
ta, which Lalu uses as his 
Delhi residence, was also 
searched by the I-T de-
partment.

I am not scared at all 
and will continue to 
fight against the "fascist 
forces", said Lalu. Lalu 
called up his advocates 
and senior leaders of the 
party for a meeting in his 

house and the gates of his 
Patna house were closed 
and only the select few 
were allowed to go in. 
Principal Deputy Advo-
cate General Chitranjan 
Sinha, Lalu's counsel in 
fodder scam case, was the 
first person to meet Lalu 
after the news. When 
queried about his visit, 
Sinha said, that he was 
there for the matter re-
garding the fodder scam 
and not of the I-T raids. 

Raghuvansh Prasad 
Singh, senior RJD leader 
arrived at Lalu's doorstep 
and termed the raids as 
the central government's 
attempt to finish off op-
position parties. Other 
party leaders too visited 
Lalu and offered their 
support in the favor of 
the leader. The visiting 
party leaders said that 
Lalu Yadav is not ruffled 
much about the issue and 
has instructed for further 
party strategies on other 
subjects.

On Tuesday, Anshu 
Jamsenpa of Arunachal 
Pradesh wrote the histo-
ry by becoming the first 
Indian woman to scale 
the Mount Everest for 
the fourth time. She is 
also planning to attempt 
a double ascent to the 
world’s highest peak to 
make it a total of five suc-
cessful climbs.

To unfurl the National 
Flag, Jamsenpa, a mother 
of two, started her climb 
at 1:45 am on May 13 and 
reached the Everest top at 
9 am on Tuesday.

 On April 2, 2017 the 
Dalai Lama flagged off 
the mountaineer’s double 
ascent expedition from 
Guwahati in Assam.

Jamsenpa after scaling 
the Mount Everest twice 
in May 2011 again scaled 
the peak on May 18 in 
2013.

If Jamsenpa successful-
ly completes her double 
ascent this time, she will 
set a record five climbs of 
Mount Everest.

After 38 days of accli-
matization at the Everest 
Base Camp from April 4 

to May 12, she started the 
summit expedition.

Her spokesperson said, 
“The good news is that 
she is absolutely well and 
fine and shall attempt a 
double expedition.”

After unfurling the tri-
colour and clicking tes-
timonial photos at the 
world’s tallest peak, Jam-
senpa spoke to officials at 
the Everest Base Camp 
and in Kathmandu over 
satellite. She is descend-
ing now to the base camp 
and her health is stated to 
be perfectly fine.

I-T dept. raids Lalu’s 
NCR properties

Jamsenpa unfurls the tricolor 
for the fourth time at Everest

The LoC in Balakote 
sector of Jammu and 
Kashmir was violated by 
Pakistan Rangers who 
openly fired at the for-
ward post on Wednesday.  

In a comment a defence 
spokesman said, “Pa-
kistan army resorted to 
firing on forward posts 
along the LoC in Bala-
kote sector from 0050 
hours on Wednesday.”

Also on Tuesday night 
Pakistan troops fired on 
forward posts of the LoC 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Rajouri district. Civilian 
areas were also target-
ed alongside, added the 
spokesperson.

The Pakistan army 
started extensive firing of 
82 mm and 120 mm mor-
tar shells, small arms and 
automatic weapons from 
1830 hours on Tuesday 
night along the LoC in 

Nowshera sector.
The forward areas 

and civilian belts along 
the LoC in three belts 
of Rajouri district were 
too fired by the Pakistan 
Rangers on the midnight 
of May 15 and 16. Also, 
the shelling and firing 
from across the border 
has affected over 10,000 
people.

Rajouri Deputy Com-
missioner Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary said, “Shell-
ing started at 2255 hours 
night of May 15 and 16 
in Ans Bhandhaar areas 
of Nowshera in Rajouri. 
Kalsian and Lam areas 
were also affected.”

Around 1700 people 
have been evacuated 
from the LoC hamlets hit 

by shelling from Paki-
stani side and shifted to 
relief camps.

According to a reply by 
Home Ministry to an RTI, 
23 security personnel 
were killed in the two-
year period. Also, Paki-
stan violated the ceasefire 
along the LoC 449 times 
in 2016 as compared to 
405 violations in 2015. 

Pak violates LoC in Balakote sector of J&K

For its post-graduate 
programme in food and 
agri-business manage-
ment (PGP-FABM), the 
Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM), Ahmed-
abad has been ranked 
number one globally for 
the year 2017. A Par-
is-based ranking agency 
Eduniversal — specialis-
ing in higher education, 
ranked it as the number 
one programme.

The chairperson of the 
programme, Debjit Roy, 
attributed the success to 
cross-functional man-
agement exposure of 

students who come from 
diverse backgrounds such 
as engineering, agricul-
ture and food sciences, 
life sciences and biotech-
nology. Roy said, “The 
programme prepares the 
students to take up chal-
lenges in this sector-fo-
cused problem-solving. 
The alumni from this 
programme are playing 
a vital role in shaping up 
policies and addressing 
the needs of this sector.”

The agri-business man-
agement courses offered 
by France’s ESSEC 
Business School, USA’ 

Corness University, Aus-
tralia’s University of 
Melbourne and Argenti-
na’s University of Bue-
nos Aires, were ranked 
second, third, fourth and 
fifth respectively.

Apart from agriculture, 
IIM-A’s PGP-FABM 
which is a two-year 
full-time residential pro-
gramme, covers allied ar-
eas such as food process-
ing, commodities, rural 
development sector, and 
rural infrastructure. A to-
tal of 46 students are se-
lected for the course ev-
ery year said the institute.

PGP-FABM programme of IIM 
Ahmedabad tops Global Rankings
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it makes perfect sense

The Urban Development De-
partment of the Delhi government 
has issued a notice favoring a land 
pooling policy that was stuck for 
almost two years after the approv-
al of Lt. Governor Anil Baijal. 
The government declared 89 vil-
lages in the city as urbanized, on 
Wednesday.

The DDA will now acquire 
these lands for infrastructure proj-
ects and in return villagers will get 
certain piece of land to develop 
projects. Locals of urban villag-
es can pool their land and hand it 
over to DDA for building the ba-
sic infrastructure like roads, under 
this policy. A percentage of land 
then will be returned to the own-
ers by DDA.

Local people are happy with the 
decision as they believe that now, 

their land will have an increased 
value along with the development 
of basic amenities and infrastruc-
ture in the area. 

Vijender Gupta, leader of oppo-
sition, too welcomed the policy 
stating that it would plug Delhi’s 
infrastructural shortfall, which 
had led to cropping up of illegal 
colonies. He said, “Serious about 
successfully reaching the target 
of ‘Housing For All by 2022’, 
the Centre has announced 89 ru-
ral areas as urban areas in NCT of 
Delhi under the land pooling pol-
icy. This historical decision will 
speed up the process of providing 
affordable housing to over 20 lakh 
families planning to reside perma-
nently in Delhi.” DDA intends to 
build 25 lakh housing units, under 
the Delhi Master Plan 2021.

Delhi receives L-G’s nod 
for Land Pooling Policy

ISRO to 
launch GSLV 

Mark-III
Elated with the suc-

cessful launch of the 
South Asia Satellite, the 
Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) is 
now busy preparing for 
the maiden launch of its 
heaviest rocket - Geo-
synchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle-Mark 
III, the 640-tonne (GSLV 
MK III).

Eminent aspect of the 
GSLV Mark-III is the 
bigger and main cryo-
genic engine that has 
been developed by space 
scientists in Chennai and 
will be powering the 
rocket for the first time.
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The International Court 
of Justice(ICJ) stayed the 
execution of Kulbhushan 
Jadhav and upheld India’s 
right to diplomatic access 
to the former naval officer 
on Thursday. 

Judge Ronny Abraham 
said, “The court finds in 
favour of India’s plea that 
no execution of Jadhav 
should be admitted until 
it has disposed the case.” 

 Taking the arguments 
into account, the court 
said that rights invoked 
by India are reasonable. 
It also acclaimed that 
The Vienna convention 
doesn’t expel those found 
guilty under terror and 
spying. 

The court finds that the 
charges fall within Article 
36 of Vienna Convention 
and the conflict was about 

consular access. The cir-
cumstances of Jadhav’s 
arrest remains disputed, 
said the Judge Ronny 
Abraham. 

ICJ is the United Na-
tion court for resolving 
disputes between nations, 
and its decisions are con-
cluding and binding. Still, 
it has no means to enforce 
its rulings and they have 
occasionally been ig-

nored. 
The last time in 1999, 

India and Pakistan took 
a dispute to the ICJ was 
when Islamabad protest-
ed against the shooting 
down of a Pakistani Navy 
plane that killed 16 peo-
ple.

The tribunal decided it 
was not adequate to rule 
in the dispute and had 
closed the case.

Don’t hang Jadhav till final verdict: ICJ

The Indian Army is 
all set to draw its first 
heavy ordnance in three 
decades, as the first two 
guns out of the 145 M777 
ultra-light artillery guns it 
ordered from the US, are 
expected to arrive over 
this weekend, said a com-
pany statement.

A BAE Systems spokes-
man said, "In attainment 
of the USs' Foreign Mil-
itary Sale of 145 M777 
ultra-light weight small 

guns to India, we are hap-
py to confirm that the first 
two weapon systems will 
land in India ahead of 
schedule over this week-
end. We continue to back 
the US government in in-
tegrating this new weap-
on system with the Indian 
Army's artillery moderni-
sation program.” 

India signed the LOA 
(Letter of Agreement 
and Acceptance) with the 
United State to purchase 

145 M777 ultra-light ar-
tillery guns, through the 
Foreign Military Sale 
route on November 30, 
2016. The $737 million 
contract has a 30 per 
cent offset clause worth 
around $200 million.

With maximum range 
of 30 km, the air portable 
155mm/39 calibre gun, 
is manufactured by BAE 
Systems.

BAE will deliver 25 
guns out of 145 guns and 

rest 120 will be assem-
bled in India by Mahin-
dra.

The ultra-light guns 
are being purchased to 
deploy on mountains in 
eastern border with China 
to cater the much-needed 
fire power to the Indian 
Army in the region.

The much-contentious 
Swedish Bofors guns in 
mid-1980s were the last 
artillery guns that India 
had purchased.

M777 ultra-light artillery guns 
to reach India this weekend
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I congratulate the popular 
CM of MP, my friend @
ChouhanShivraj for initiating 
a spectacular mass 

movement in the form 
of #NarmadaSevaYatra.

Nitish Kumar should 
re-think if he can 
he run govt along 
with people who are 
embroiled in scams & 

corruption.

The Left Front govt. 
in West Bengal wants 
to use violence to 
suppress growing 
support for BJP and 
RSS in the state.

Cotton,most comfortable 
fabric to wear in 
summers. It’s my personal 
choice too. Lets wear 
cotton & support Indian 

Cotton Industry.

Narendra Modi, PM

Sushil Modi, BJP

Amit Shah

Suresh Prabhu

Our view of 
nationalism is inclusive 
and accomodative- 
taking the entire 
nation along with us.

Shashi Tharoor

QUOTE

UNQUOTE

I wear the pride of my 
country on my face ...!
Proud to be an 
Indian..!!!

Amitabh Bachchan

Preparation is the 
key to success! 
Happy to co-create 
Quaker Oats+Milk 
with @PepsiCoIndia 
to give ur mornings a 
headstart.

Sachin Tendulkar

India on Sunday skipped 
China's Belt and Road fo-
rum to oppose the (CPEC) 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, Islamabad and 
Beijing’s contentious eco-
nomic route.

In a clocked reference to 
India, which is against the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor as it goes through 
Pak-controlled Kashmir; 
Nawaz said the issues of 
CPEC must not be politi-
cized. While opening the 
two-day Summit, Chinese 
President Jinping said "all 
countries should respect 
sovereignty" and Pakistani 
PM Sharif said CPEC had 
no geographical perimeter.

Also, Xi Jinping pledged 
about additional 14 billion 
dollar for the construction 
of the Belt and Road proj-
ect, of which CPEC is the 
chief component.

This grand project aims 
to connect Africa, Asia 
and Europe through a net-
work of sea links, railway 
lines and roads.

New Delhi has made 
its intentions clear about 

skipping the event after it 
had been non-committal 
about attending the forum 
despite repeated offers by 
Beijing.

"No country can accept 
a project that ignores its 
core concerns on sov-
ereignty and territorial 
integrity," said India's 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson on Saturday.

The China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) 
has emerged as a thorny 
issue between China and 
India, whose ties have 
been under strain over 
issues including Tibetan 
spiritual leader the Dalai 

Lama's visit to Arunachal 
Pradesh in northeast India 
and Beijing blocking New 
Delhi's bid for the Nuclear 
Suppliers Group. Beijing, 
which was keen on New 
Delhi joining the connec-
tivity event, certainly felt 
the absence of India, with 
references to India crop-
ping up at many stages.

"All countries should 
respect each other's sover-
eignty, dignity and territo-
rial integrity, each other's 
development paths and 
social systems, and each 
other's core interests and 
major concerns," conclud-
ed the Chinese President.

India opposes CPEC, skips 
China’s Belt and Road Forum

Worldwide companies 
are bracing for even more 
fallout from the massive 
cyber-attacks that shook 
the entire world, as their 
employees head back to 
the office.

The biggest ransom-
ware attacks that start-
ed Friday evening have 
locked people out of their 
desktops and demanded 
huge amount from the 
users before they could 
regain control of their 
systems. The cyber-at-
tacks utilise a vulnerabil-
ity in outdated versions 
of Microsoft Windows 
that is basically tricky for 
companies that don't au-
tomatically update their 
systems.

According to the Eu-
ropean Union's law en-
forcement agency Eu-
ropol, the virus has hit at 
least 150 countries and 
claimed 200,000 vic-
tims. Universities, hos-
pitals, manufacturers and 
government agencies in 
the China, Russia, U.K., 

Spain and Germany have 
all been affected.

Experts say the range of 
the problem could expand 
as people return to work 
and fire up their desktops.

Europol director Rob 

Wainwright said, "We 
will get a decryption tool 
eventually, but for the 
moment, it's still a live 
threat and we're still in 
disaster recovery mode.” 
He added that the agency 
is still analyzing the virus 
and has yet to identify 
who is guilty for the at-
tack.

The CEO of the cyber-
security firm Bufferzone 
said, "Once it infects 
one desktop within a net-

work, it can spread to all 
the computers in that net-
work within seconds.”

The U.K.'s National 
Cyber Security Centre in 
a statement on Sunday 
said, "It is important to 

understand that the way 
these attacks work means 
that compromises of ma-
chines and networks that 
have already arise may 
not yet have been de-
tected, and that existing 
infections from the mal-
ware can spread within 
networks.”

Affected institutions 
list is expected to grow 
as more become aware of 
hacks or if more alterna-
tives spread infections.

Security experts warn of 
Second Wave of ‘WannaCry’ 

Nitish Kumar on Mon-
day said PM Narendra 
Modi was holding the 
post of Prime Minister of 
India because the people 
of our country found PM 
Modi capable of holding 
the position.

Bihar CM’s decision to 
back the Narendra Modi 
government on topics 
such as GST and Demon-
etisation was recognized 
in some circles as indica-
tion of dilution of his op-
position to the PM, a po-
litical competitor he did 
not see eye to eye with, 
for years. The observa-
tion of Bihar CM Nitish 
Kumar on PM was seen 
more as a statement of 
fact, rather than explana-
tion of his own attitude.

“I am not in the race to 
be a PM candidate in the 
next general elections, 
due in 2019. It pains me 
when people wrongly 
project me as a claimant 
for the Prime Minister’s 
post,” said Nitish Ku-
mar.  Also he added that 
he wanted to work for 
the development of Bihar 

state, for which he had 
the popular mandate. 

Several months ago Ni-
tish Kumar’s name boost-
ed as a possible Prime 
Ministerial candidate 
against PM Narendra 
Modi in 2019, when Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
chief Pawar described 
him to be ‘PM material’.

Nitish Kumar acknowledges 
Modi as capable & people’s PM

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD) 
announced that the South-
West monsoon over the 
Kerala coast is likely to 
reach by May 30.

Usually the southwest 
monsoon advances over 
the Andaman sea around 
May 20 with a slight de-
viation of about a week, 
but recent formations of 
cyclonic circulation over 
the sea have sped up the 
monsoon. The dawning 
of southwest monsoon 
over Kerala signals the 
arrival of monsoon over 

the Indian subcontinent. 
It marks the beginning of 
the rainy season.

As a result this marks 
an early onset of mon-
soon in parts of southeast 
Bay of Bengal, Andaman 
and Nicobar islands.

According to an IMD 
report, “An indigenous-
ly developed statistical 
model with a model er-
ror of 4 days is used. 
The model uses the fol-
lowing six predictors 
which includes minimum 
temperatures over north-
west India, pre-monsoon 

rainfall peak over south 
peninsula, outgoing long 
wave radiation over south 
China Sea, lower tropo-
spheric zonal wind over 
southeast Indian Ocean, 
upper tropospheric zonal 
wind over the east equa-
torial Indian Ocean, and 
outgoing long wave radi-
ation over the south-west 
Pacific region.”

So far the forecasts of 
the monsoon onset issued 
during the past 12 years 
(2005-2016) were proved 
to be correct for all years 
except 2015.

On Tuesday, the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) 
Bill was approved by the 
Andhra Pradesh Assem-
bly, joining the group of 
select States which have 
already approved the leg-
islation that will concret-
ize the way for roll-out of 
a single and unified tax 
system in the country.

Amidst the lone opposi-
tion YSR Congress Party 

resorted to slogan shout-
ing demanding discus-
sion on the chilli farmers’ 
issue, the Bill was ratified 
during the bitter scenes. 
Also, the Opposition did 
not take part in the dis-
cussion in relation to the 
Bill.

“The proposed leg-
islation, opened on the 
instructions of the GST 
Council which circulated 

a draft of the State GST, 
would confer powers on 
the State government 
to levy goods and ser-
vices tax on the supply 
of goods and services or 
both which take place 
within the State, said Fi-
nance Minister Yanama-
la Ramakrishnudu while 
announcing the Andhra 
Pradesh State Goods and 
Services Bill 2017.

Monsoon to kiss Kerala on May 30

GST Bill passed in Andhra legislature
Parkash Singh Badal, 

former Punjab Chief 
Minister, defined the first 
two months of Congress 
government in Punjab as 
the “summer of broken 
promises, failures, law-
lessness, sacrilege, mur-
ders and vendetta against 
political rivals.”

Badal asserted that 
three dozen farmer sui-
cides and a sacrilege (in-
cident) every other day is 
the feature of this period 
during which the govern-
ment has already thrown 
all its words into the dust-

bin. 
Badal added, “No one 

expected the current 
government to perform 
wonders which they had 
promised to perform, but 
failing so miserably and 
soon and with such ad-
mission of helplessness 
too was not expected.”

“Have they controlled 
drug menace beyond 
what we had done? 
Where is ‘Karza kurki 
khatam’ and ‘Fasal di 
poori rakam’ and where 
is “Ik parivar, ik rozgar? 
Why are violations on the 

increase? Can they name 
even one thing on which 
they have even tried to 
perform seriously to ful-
fill their promises? In fact, 
they have even stopped 
talking about these now. 
Punjab already looks like 
an abandoned state, by 
not having received any 
crucial development yet,” 
he added.

Badal said the only 
thing that can be seen in 
these two months is an 
ugly power struggle and a 
shameless war of cycle in 
the ruling party.

Ex Punjab CM satires the ruling govt.

Kerala based train net-
work has become the first 
company in India to offer 
work to transgenders.

The new initiative will 
help encourage the wid-
er community to interact 
with the local transgen-
ders and will help un-
derstand the community 
better, hopes the Kochi 
Metro Rail Corporation.

Rashmi CR, spokesper-
son, Kochi Metro says, 
“We want the metro to be 
not just a means of trans-
port, but also a livelihood 
improvement project for 
the neglected community. 
They live away from so-
ciety, they are not given 
jobs and their rights are 
not respected. We want 
them to enter into the 
mainstream by ensuring 
that people interact with 
them in every sphere.”

Kochi Metro has em-
ployed 23 transgenders 
as ticket collectors and on 
housekeeping teams.

“It is a huge achieve-
ment for us. Kochi Metro 
Rail is the first company 
in India to accept us,” 
says Vincy (recently em-
ployed by the company). 
“If I work in an office, 
the other workers for ex-
ample will make fun of 
how I walk like a wom-
an. I will be the laughing 
stock,” added Vincy. She 
hopes other companies 
take notice of the Kochi 
Metro initiative and start 
hiring trans people as 
they are usually restricted 
from applying for jobs in 
most sectors as a lot of 
them have criminal re-
cords because they have 
no choice but to do sex 
work,” said Rashmi CR.

Kochi Rail Metro becomes first 
to employ transgenders

PRATHEEK D’SOUZA

YOUNG ACHIEVERS

For the first time in more 
than a decade, the Goan 
student attained top score 
in Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics, individually, 
at the Goa Common En-
trance Test (GCET) 2017.
Earlier too, he beat the pre-
vious best score from Goa in 
the IITJEE (main) exam.

The Supreme Court has 
asked WhatsApp to ex-
plain the change in their 
privacy policy after the 
company was acquired by 
Facebook in 2016.

Headed by Justice Dipak 
Misra, a five-judge Bench 
asked WhatsApp on the 
first day of hearing, “Why 
did you change the policy 
and what is the purpose for 
sharing the data?”

Expressing his concern 
over sharing of user data, 
Justice AK Roy – who is 
one of the judges on the 
Bench – said, “What is 
bothering us is that the 
earlier policy was a trans-

action between the user 
and WhatsApp. Now, you 
create a mega data base to 
exploit it commercially.”

WhatsApp can share all 
its subscribers’ data with 
social networking plat-
form Facebook under its 
new policy. The petitioners 
have asserted WhatsApp’s 
privacy policy on the 
ground that it violated us-
ers’ fundamental right to 
communicate freely.

Advocate Siddhartha Lu-
thra denied the allegations 
on behalf of WhatsApp 
saying that its pre-2016 
policy didn’t include 
data sharing and asserted 

that the company never 
snooped on messages or 
shared users’ content. 

Luthra said, “What is 
shared is the identification 
number of the device, the 
phone number of the user, 
last access of the service, 
and user’s registration de-
tail.

The court said, 
“WhatsApp was thought to 
have a route for communi-
cation, which was safe and 
trustworthy and the policy 
change has taken the trust 
away. You may not be 
sharing the name but at-
tributes of the identity are 
shared,” it added.

SC quizzes WhatsApp over policy change

Thousands of travellers 
were stranded in Tamil 
Nadu as transport work-
ers unions began an in-
definite strike from Su 
day, demanding a higher 
wages compensation and 
perks to combat rising 
inflation. Most of the 
long-distance inter-state 
public transport services 
crippled as very few staff 
members arrived for duty 
at the bus depots.

Students who had to ap-

pear for an examination 
at 10 a.m. faced inconve-
nience as their daily trav-
el took around two hours, 
on Monday. Students 
waiting at the Koyambe-
du bus stand requested to 
the union leaders to allow 
buses to ply as other-
wise they would miss the 
exam.

Workers went on 
strike after four rounds 
of talks with the gov-
ernment failed. Private 

transporters were 
overcharging the 
public, at least 
double the regular 
fare, as the gov-
ernment-run buses 
were largely off the 
road.

M.R. Vijay-
abhaskar Transport 
Minister said that 
the government 
would take strict 
action against pri-

vate transporters, who 
were overcharging. He 
said that the government 
had roped in the retired 
bus drivers and conduc-
tors and efforts were be-
ing made to run as many 
buses as possible.

Further on request, 
the railways have begun 
running several special 
trains, local and long dis-
tance ones, to deal with 
the crisis.

Transport Union goes for 
indefinite strike in Tamil Nadu
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Dr. Vibha 
Krishnamurthy
Founder, Ummeed NGO

Dr. Vibha Krishnamur-
thy was working at Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Boston 
as a Developmental Pedi-
atrician, when the idea of 
Ummeed, Child Develop-
ment Center (NGO), was 

born. According to the quoted idea on Ummeed’s 
website there are over 52 million children in India 
with developmental disabilities and over 650,000 in 
Mumbai alone. Out of these, not even a quarter have 
access to quality care. 

The resources available at the hospital and com-
munity in Boston brought home to her the lack of 
facilities available for children with developmental 
disabilities in India.

Upon the relocation of Dr. Vibha to India in 1998, 
she worked with a number of nonprofit organizations 
as well as Jaslok Hospital, Mumbai, while Vibha 
reflected on how best to provide the range of spe-
cialized services required for children with special 
needs. She maintains that recognizing and treating 
disabilities in children makes for a healthier society 
at large in the long run. With the help of her husband, 
Ashish Karamchandani, a partner of the Monitor 
Group, on November 5, 2001, she founded Ummeed 
with an initial staff of three.

Ummeed, provides specialized care for most de-
velopmental disabilities and has moved into areas of 
advocacy, research and training. As India’s leading 
NGO, it is much respected for its work in the field of 
supporting children in overcoming their disabilities 
through direct clinical services and helping families 
in their journey towards acceptance and empower-
ment.

The Anti-Corruption 
Branch of the Delhi gov-
ernment will question the 
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) officials in 
connection with its probe 
in an alleged PWD scam.

Six PWD officials were 
quizzed on Sunday, while 
the anti-graft body called 
more officials on Monday 
for questioning.

They will be probed 
on whether there was 
pressure on them to clear 
the bills and if the due 
process was followed to 
clear the bills.

A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n 
Branch had last week 
registered three separate 
FIRs in the scam, includ-
ing one against the com-
pany of Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal's late 
brother-in-law Surender 
Kumar Bansal.

The registered FIR’s 
were filed on the basis 
of a complaint by Rahul 
Sharma founder of Roads 
Anti-Corruption Organi-
sation (RACO), alleging 
irregularities in the grant 
of contracts for roads 

and sewer lines in Delhi 
(2015-16).

The probe has come in 
the backdrop of allega-
tions made by axed Del-
hi minister Kapil Mishra 
against Arvind Kejriwal. 
Roads Anti-Corruption 
Organisation (RACO), 
an organization which 
claims to monitor con-
struction projects in 
Delhi, had alleged that a 
company linked to Ban-
sal was involved in fi-
nancial inconsistency in 
building a drainage sys-
tem in north-west Delhi.

It had alleged that the 
bills sent to the PWD for 
the works, which were 
incompleted, were fabri-
cated and false.

Sharma had alleged, 
that all the invoices (sup-
posedly obtained through 
an RTI application by 
RACO from the PWD) 
connected to the project 
were sent to the Sales Tax 
department for verifica-
tion. The department had 
informed in writing that 
the bills sent to the PWD 
were fabricated and false.

Delhi ACB probes 
officials in PWD Scam

On Monday, The CBI 
(Central Bureau of In-
vestigation) investigated 
ex-Haryana Chief Min-
ister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda in connection with 
an alleged land scam in 
Gurgaon, where farmers 
were threatened with ac-
quisition of land, prompt-
ed a panic sale of land to 
private builders at very 
low prices. It is stated 
that farmers lost Rs. 1500 
crores in the sale.

Bhupinder Singh Hoo-
da is one of the main ac-
cused in this case, which 
involves several bureau-
crats as well, said the of-
ficials.

The CBI had started 
a probe in the matter in 
2015 and conducted raids 
in September last year in 
Panchkula, Rohtak, Del-

hi, Gurgaon and Chan-
digarh, including the 
premises of a few private 
companies, UPSC mem-
ber Chattar Singh, who 
was former additional 
private secretary to Hoo-
da, and residence of Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda.

CBI had recovered 
documents related to 
bank transactions worth 
Rs 1.15 crore conducted 
by former Haryana CM 
Hooda and his family, as 

well as several properties, 
during the raid.

Hooda was questioned 
about possible conspira-
cy with private builders, 
who purchased around 
400 acres of land from 
farmers in Lakhnoula , 
Manesar and Naurang-
pur in Gurgaon district 
at very low prices, after 
the land owners had been 
made to believe their land 
would be acquired for a 
government project.

Ex-Haryana CM Hooda investigated 
by CBI in alleged land scam

By winning four of the 
seven civic bodies that 
went to the polls on May 
14, the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) continued 
its political dominance in 
West Bengal.

TMC not only swept 
Pujal, Raiganj and Dom-
kal in the plains, but also 
won the Mirik Notified 
Area in the Darjeeling 
hills. In the last three de-
cades this is for the first 
time that a political party 
from the plains has been 
able to score victory from 
the hill parties that have 
dominated the political 
arena in the hills.

Of the nine wards in 
Mirik, the Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM) 
won three, whereas TMC 

won six wards. The GJM 
also won three other civic 
bodies in the hills of Ka-
limpong, Darjeeling and 
Kurseong. 

None among the BJP, 
the Left Front and Con-
gress was able to put up 
any defiance to the TMC 
in the polls. Surprising-
ly, a Congress councilor 
switched sides and joined 
the TMC, after winning 
the Domkal Municipality.

Opposition also raised 
allegations of irregulari-
ties and violence in Dom-
kal, Raiganj and Pujali. 
Seeking the cancellation 
of the elections in the 
three civic bodies, the 
Congress has approached 
the Calcutta High Court 
for a re-election.

TMC sweeps 4 out of 7 
WB Civic Body polls

With Haryana “resum-
ing” supply of Delhi’s 
share of water from the 
Yamuna, the water short-
age in the national capi-
tal significantly eased on 
Wednesday.

“This will come as a 
relaxation to 
the people 
of north and 
central Delhi, 
severely hit 
by the short-
age. Haryana 
has already 
released some 
water and the 
situation will 
improve from 
now on,” said 
a senior Delhi 
Jal Board (DJB) official. 

Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia, tweeted 
that the Haryana Chief 
Secretary has “assured” 
the city government that 
water supply in Yamuna 
would be “back to nor-
mal” by Wednesday af-

ternoon.
Also, on Wednesday 

morning Sisodia threat-
ened to move to the 
court against Haryana for 
“withholding” Delhi’s le-
gal share of water and had 
also desired the interven-

tion of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO).

Out of the 900 MGD 
(million gallon per day), 
around 550 (almost 60 
per cent) comes from 
Haryana and the rest from 
Uttar Pradesh.

The Lutyens’ Bungalow 

Zone, which comes under 
the New Delhi Munici-
pal Council, and houses 
the Rashtrapati Bhawan, 
the PMO, and residences 
of several bureaucrats, 
Union ministers, judges 
and Army officers among 

others was affected by the 
shortage.

Roughly every sum-
mer, Haryana and Delhi 
quarrel over water-shar-
ing with each claiming 
that the other’s demand 
exceeds the stipulated 
quantity.

Delhi’s water crisis eases 
as Haryana resumes supply

Bennett, Coleman & Co 
Ltd (BCCL), the parent 
company that owns Times 
Now, has filed a com-
plaint against Republic 
TV channels Co-founder 
and MD Arnab Goswa-
mi and journalist Prema 
Sridevi for intruding its 
copyright in connection 
with a Lalu Prasad-Sha-
habuddin audio tape and 
alleged conversations 
between Prema Sridevi 
(former news reporter of 
Times Now) and the late 
Sunanda Pushkar and 
their househelp Narayan 
-which were played on 
Republic TV on May 6 
and May 8, 2017 respec-

tively.
BCCL has stated that 

Goswami and Sridevi 
have purposely and with 
knowledge used the 
aforesaid intellectual 
property of Times Now. 

It said that both the jour-
nalists have accepted and 
claimed on-air that the 
audio conversation in the 
Sunanda Pushkar case 
were in their control for 
the last two years.

Times Now files police complaint 
against Republic’s Arnab Goswami

While serving out a 10 
year sentence in Delhi's 
Tihar jail, former Hary-
ana Chief Minister Om 
Prakash Chautala, at the 
old age of 82, has passed 
his higher secondary ex-
amination in the first di-
vision.

Younger son of Chauta-
la and senior INLD lead-
er Abhay Singh Chauta-
la said that Chautala is 
now planning to pursue 
a BA course. Chautala, 
who was convicted in 
the teachers' recruitment 
scam case is seems to be 
determined for his stud-
ies.

Abhay said, "He ap-
peared for the Class XII 
examination conducted 

by the National Institute 
of Open Schooling at the 
centre set up for prison-
ers at Tihar Jail. The last 
examination was held on 
April 23. He was out on 
parole during that time, 
but as the examination 
centre was inside the jail 
premises, he went back to 

jail and appeared for the 
examination.”

"He has been captive for 
the last four-and-a-half 
years. My father thought 
of putting his time to best 
use and pursue his stud-
ies," added Abhay.

According to him, due 
to family compulsions, 
the Indian National Lok 
Dal president was forced 
to discontinue his studies 
during his school days. 

"The family conditions 
made him to leave his 
studies in between and 
the responsibility to edu-
cate his younger siblings 
also fell on him. Later, 
he entered politics and 
found little time to pursue 
his studies," said Abhay.

At 82, Chautala clears class XII exams

India will soon evolve 
10 heavy water nuclear 
reactors, which according 
to the government will 
create 33,000 jobs and 
would entail an invest-
ment worth Rs. 70,000 
crores.

Union Minister Piyush 
Goyal said that the cabi-
net cleared the plan today 
after attending meeting 
chaired by PM Narendra 

Modi.
Currently the country 

is generating 6,780 MW 
nuclear power. Build-
ing capacity for another 
6,700 MW is in the pipe-
line. For years, India had 
been pushing to develop 
indigenous technology in 
nuclear power.

Heavy water reactors 
are more adequate and 
get more output for the 

same quantity of uranium 
than one using normal 
water.

Amongst India's 20 
operational nuclear reac-
tors, 18 use heavy water, 
which is water composed 
of hydrogen isotope deu-
terium. But most of the 
reactors have lower ca-
pacity. The new reactors 
will generate 700 MW 
power each.

India to build indigenous Rs. 70,000 
Cr. Heavy Water Nuclear Reactors

The report of 
the survey, re-
leased by Railway 
Minister Suresh 
Prabhu in Delhi 
on Wednesday, 
stated that the 
Jammu railway 
station is on third 
position, while 
the New Delhi 
station positioned 
at 39 among the 
busiest stations.

The Quality Council 
of India carried out the 
survey and according 
to which the Darbhanga 
railway station in Bihar 
was the dirtiest among 
the busiest stations.

Some of the criteria for 
judging railway stations 
for cleanliness included 
dustbins at stations, hy-
gienic toilets at platforms 
and clean tracks.

As part of its 'Swachh 

Rail' campaign, this was 
the third survey on clean-
liness done by the rail-
ways to keep a tab on rail 
premises.

Prabhu said, "We want 
all stations to be clean 
and hygienic. There are 
many stations which have 
improved their cleanli-
ness ranking as compared 
to the last time.”

The Anand Vihar rail-
way station was placed 

on 5th postion, while Old 
Delhi and Nizamuddin 
stations were placed at 
24th and 23rd position 
respectively. The Vara-
nasi railway station, Lok 
Sabha constituency of 
PM Modi, was ranked at 
14th position.

Total 407 stations were 
surveyed, out of which 75 
are in the A-1 category or 
busiest stations and 332 
are in the A category.

Visakhapatnam tops survey: becomes 
the ‘Cleanest Railway Station’ 2017

K. Sivan, Di-
rector, Vikram 
Sarabhai Space 
Centre (VSSC), 
said, "Our 12 years 
of labour is expect-
ed to bear fruit this 
June. Preparation 
for the June launch 
of GSLV MK III 
rocket carrying 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
satellite GSAT-19 
is on at Srihariko-
ta.” The GSLV 
Mk-III will make 
its maiden voy-
age during the first 
week of June, he 
said.

GSAT 19 is the 
heaviest satellite 
with around 3.2 
tonnes of weight 
which is to be lift-
ed by an Indian 
rocket and it has 
already reached 
the Sriharikota 
rocket port.

The inputs of the 
2014 mission en-
abled ISRO reduce 
the load on the 
rocket by around 
20 per cent, “said 
Mr Somanath, who 
was earlier Project 
Director for the 
GSLV Mk-III.

ISRO prepares to launch India’s 
heaviest satellite till date
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On Wednesday, Noor- 
ur- Rehman Barkati 
disputed Muslim cler-
ic, was expelled as the 
shahi imam of Kolkata’s 
Tipu Sultan mosque after 
months of controversy 
over a series of fatwas 
and refusal to give up the 
red beacon.

According to reports, 
a meeting of the trust-
ees of the vital mosque 

announced that Barkati, 
thought out to be close 
to Mamata Banerjee, was 
removed for objection-
able and inflammatory 
remarks against the coun-
try. 

Barkati courted fuss in 
January when he circu-
lated a fatwa against PM 
Narendra Modi. Other 
conspisious names to 
have drawn his annoy-

ance include author Sal-
man Rushdie, Canadian 
columnist Tarek Fateh 
and Bangladesh-born 
writer Taslima Nasreen. 

Barkati headed the 
mosque for 28 years and 
fell out of support with 
Bengal Chief Minister 
Banerjee last week after 
he warned of a ‘jihad’ if 
at all India was declared 
a Hindu.

Kolkata’s Shahi Imam warns of ‘Jihad’; 
expelled from the mosque board
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We are always checking where we stand: 
Roland S Folger, MD and CEO, Mercedes Benz India

POINT-COUNTER-POINT

Don’t 
politicize 

triple talaq 
issue
Narendra Modi

Prime Minister

Netas backing 
Muslim Law 

Board on #TripleTalaq 
are writing Chapter 2 of 
Shah Bano story. 
Will haunt them like 
that did. Barkha Dutt

TV Journalist

PM 
Modi’s 
stance 

on ‘triple talaq’ 
communal.

Sitaram Yechury
Leader, Communist Party

Besides 
triple talaq, 
Modi should 

speak about the 
other problems of 
Muslims women.

Mohd. Azam Khan
SP Leader

Ajaypal Singh 
Banga
CEO and President, 
MASTERCARD
MasterCard on April 
12, 2010, announced 
Ajay Banga, previous-
ly MasterCard’s Pres-
ident and Chief Op-
erating Officer, as the 
company’s President 
and CEO, effective 
from July 1, 2010. 

Starting his business career with Nestle in 1981, he 
spent the next 13 years working in jobs spanning mar-
keting, sales, and general management. He later joined 
PepsiCo and was involved in the launch of its interna-
tional fast food franchises in India.
Banga was a board member of the National Urban 
League and Vice Chairman of the board of trustees of 
the New York Hall of Science. He earlier was a busi-
ness sponsor of Citi’s African heritage network -NYC. 
Having keen interest in social development issues, and 
over the period from 2005 to mid-2009, Banga has 
spearheaded Citi’s strategy in the microfinance sector 
across the globe.
Being a regular speaker at various Leadership and fin-
tech conferences, Banga appeared on the Mad Money 
show hosted by Jim Cramer in 2014.
Barack Obama named Ajay Banga to serve as a Mem-
ber of the President’s Advisory Committee for Trade 
Policy and Negotiations in 2015.
Banga was awarded the civilian honour of the Padma 
Shri in 2016, by the Government of India.
Currently, Banga is also the Chairman of the U.S. - In-
dia Business Council (USIBC) representing more than 
three hundred of the largest international companies 
investing in India. He is also a member of the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations, member of International 
Business Council of the World Economic Forum and 
member of board of directors of the Dow Chemical 
Company.

BHAVISH 
AGGARWAL
Co-founder and 
CEO, OLA CABS
An Indian entrepre-
neur and co-founder 
of Ola Cabs, Bhavish 
Aggarwal was born 
on August 28, 1985 in 
Ludhiana, Punjab.
Beginning his career 
at Microsoft Research, 

Bhavish in two years filed two patents and published 
three papers in international journals. But he soon 
got tired of the 9 to 5 routine and so went on to set 
about trying to use technology to solve a problem that 
annoyed urban Indians i.e. commuting. The solution 
Bhavish gave was a technology that links cab owners 
and commuters through the Internet, mobile phone or 
a telephone app. Just a few months into embodying 
Olacabs in January 2011, Bhavish raised angel funding 
from Kunal Bahl, founder of Snapdeal, as well as in-
vestors including Anupam Mittal and Rehan yar Khan. 
In 2015 Bhavish Aggarwal and Ankit Bhati, co-found-
er Olacabs, were the youngest to be included in that 
year’s list of richest Indians.
As now Ola has grown big, Bhavish wonders about 
the starting-up days. There were times when he took 
all the customer calls and even drove a customer to the 
airport. He now has operations people to do that now 
as he spends most of his time looking at the big picture 
ideas. What could those be? Bhavish mentions policy 
and growth mediation. Distinguished to peers, tech-
nology is the support system and his key differentiator 
today. The demon, instead, will be in the details-reli-
ability, service and customer-driver interaction—and 
these are what he will have to keep in his line of sight.

Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari, with the aim of 
promoting ecofriendly 
environment, said that 
the government will be 
ready with its electric ve-
hicle policy by December 
2017.

 Niti Aayog in a joint 
report with Rock Moun-
tain Institute said that 
increased adoption of 
electric and shared vehi-
cles could save $60 bil-
lion in diesel and petrol 
costs while cutting down 
as much as 1 Gigatonne 
of carbon emissions for 
India by 2030.

“A number of Indian 
companies have shown 
their interests to invest 
in electric vehicles and 
the related infrastructure. 
A group of ministers, es-
tablished to prepare the 
draft plan for the electric 
vehicle policy, have sub-
mitted suggestions to the 

cabinet secretary and is 
now preparing the draft 
plan,” said Gadkari.

Gadkari added, “The 
policy will include both 
heavy and light weight 
electric vehicles like cars 
and buses. The pilot of 
electric vehicle trans-
portation is ready to be 
launched in Nagpur on 
May 26, which will in-
clude 200 electric taxis 
and an electric bus which 
may be cloned by other 

cities.”
On being queried upon 

the problems arising in 
lack of infrastructure for 
charging such vehicles, 
he said that a charging 
station was being elevat-
ed there and it was not a 
problem.

According to a report, 
at current oil prices, this 
would imply a net usual 
fuel cost saving of ap-
proximately Rs. 3.9 lakh-
crore by 2030.

Electric Vehicle policy by Dec: Gadkari

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Tuesday said 
that 91 lakh people have 
been added to the tax 
payer list since the last 
demonitisation that took 
place in November 2016.

After completing the 
six months of note ban in 
India, this can be seen as 
the reason to celebrate for 
the government.

“The daily share of 
PAN numbers has also 
risen to 2-3 lakh. Before 
the notes ban, the figure 
drifted around one lakh a 
day,” said Jaitley.

“We want to change the 
habit from non-tax com-

pliant to tax compliant. 
We are now focusing on 
those who evade tax,” 
said Mr. Jaitley amidst 
the 50 raids that took 
place across the country 
that included some top 
leaders like Lalu Prasad 
Yadav and P. Chidam-
baram.

 Mr. Jaitley said that 
we are launching a new 
website on 'Operation 
Clean Money', where we 
are focused on bringing 
illegal wealth on books. 
He added that around 18 
lakh people have been 
found through data min-
ing of bank deposits and 

other transactions after 
the notes ban, where the 
transactions didn’t appear 
to be in line with the tax 
payer's cash profile.

According to the offi-
cials, the new tax por-
tal designed by Central 
Board of Direct Taxes 
will help identify those 
who have made huge de-
posits or purchases and 
the source of these was 
not clearly known or ver-
ifiable. The portal will 
help the compliant tax 
payers and make things 
difficult for those who are 
non-complaint and try to 
evade taxes.

91 Lakh new taxpayers since 
demonetization: Jaitley

Mukesh Ambani, chair-
man Reliance Industries 
leads the Forbes list of 
‘Global Game Changers’ 
who are into transforming 
the industries and helping 
change the lives of bil-
lions of people around the 
globe.

Second Annual Global 
Game Changers list of 
Forbes includes 25 fear-
less business leaders who 
are not satisfied with the 
present business scenario 
and are into transforming 
industries and changing 

the lives of billions of 
people around the globe.

Referring to Ambani’s 
company mobile net-
work operator Reliance 
Jio, Forbes said, “Oil and 
gas tycoon entered the 
nation’s telecom market 
with a smack, offering 
speed internet at really 
cheap prices. He was able 
to acquire over 100 mil-
lion customers in a record 
six months and set off a 
wave of consolidation in 
the market.” Also, Amba-
ni ranks top in the list for 

his game changing efforts 
to bring the internet to In-
dia’s masses.  

“India cannot afford to 
be left behind, anything 

and everything that can 
go digital is going dig-
ital,” quoted Forbes as 
saying of Mr. Ambani. It 
said that the 25 innovator 

on the list are re-imagin-
ing endless facets of ev-
eryday life, from health 
to sending money to rel-
atives abroad.

“While plenty of corpo-
rate functionaries make 
headlines for successful 
turnarounds or record 
profits, we sought to 
identify true movers and 
shakers who are deter-
mining the course of the 
future for more than just 
their own shareholders or 
employees,” it said.

Forbes list includes the 

likes of Deputy Crown 
Prince of Saudi Arabia 
Mohammed bin Sal-
man, American global 
investment management 
corporation BlackRock 
co-founder Larry Fink, 
founder of home appli-
ances company Dyson, 
James Dyson, social me-
dia company Snap co-
founder Evan Spiegel, 
African retail tycoon 
Christo Wiese, Chinese 
ride sharing giant Didi 
Chuxing founder Cheng 
Wei, among others.

Mukesh Ambani leads the Global Game Changer list by Forbes

After receiving the fi-
nal approval from the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), Paytm is now all 
set to commence its Pay-
ments Bank operations 
from May 23. 

The founder of One97 
Communications that 
owns Paytm, Vijay Shek-
har Sharma, will trans-
fer his wallet business, 
which has over 218 mil-
lion mobile wallet users, 
to the newly incorporated 
entity ‘Paytm Payments 
Bank Ltd’.

They said, “Paytm Pay-
ments Bank Ltd (PPBL) 

has finally received the 
license from the Reserve 
Bank of India and would 
commence its banking 
operations on May 23, 
2017.”

If the consumer is not 
willing to move his/her 
account from Paytm wal-
let to PPBL, then they 
have to convey this to 
Paytm and in turn Paytm 
will transfer the wallet 
balance to the consum-
er’s bank account once 
such details are shared. 
Also, the consumer has to 
communicate this before 
May 23.

PPBL can accept de-
posits from small busi-
nesses and individuals up 
to Rs 1 lakh per account. 
Also, in case if the wallet 
is not been used for the 
last six months, the trans-
fer to PPBL will only oc-
cur after the consumers 
consent.

Vijay Shekhar Shar-
ma will hold the larger 
share in PPBL, with the 
rest being held by Aliba-
ba-backed One97 Com-
munications. Also, the 
Chinese body will not 
have a direct sharehold-
ing in the PPBL.

Paytm Payments Bank to kick 
start operations from May 23

Over 17 million user 
records have been stolen 
from the food-tech com-
pany Zoamto’s database, 
which suffered a huge da-
tabase rupture. The stolen 
database has the informa-
tion of email addresses 
and hashed passwords of 
customers. 

A user by the name of 
"nclay" claimed to have 
hacked Zomato and was 
willing to sell data be-
longing to 17 million reg-
istered users on a popular 
Dark Web marketplace, 
as per the information 
from Hackeread.com. 
The vendor also pub-
lished data and evidence 
to prove it was genuine, 
added Hackeread. This 
included emails and pass-
word hashes of registered 
Zomato users with the 
price set for the whole 
package at $1,001.43 

(Bitcoin 0.5587). 
The hashing turns an au-

thentic password into an 
uneven set of characters, 
bringing down the pos-
sibility of it being easily 
transformed back to plain 
text. Zomato is encourag-
ing its users to change the 
password if used for any 
other services despite in 
theory the password may 
still be safe. 

According to a blogpost 
by the company, amid 
the news of the leak, no 

payment information or 
credit card data has been 
stolen so far.  It states, 
“Payment related infor-
mation on Zomato is 
stored solely from this 
(stolen) data in a highly 
secure PCI Data Security 
Standard (DSS) compli-
ant vault.

The company will re-
portedly work towards 
plugging further security 
gaps - if any - in its sys-
tems, over the next cou-
ple of weeks.

Made in India tag soon 
could be find on the Ap-
ple iPhone devices. Wis-
tron, Taiwanese contact 
manufacturer would be 
making Apple iPhone at 
their plant in Bengaluru.
Phones made during the 
trial run will be in stores 
in two weeks of time. 
However, full-scale pro-
duction will take more 
time. The global tech 
major rooted the produc-
tion at the sole facility in 
India.

 In an email, Apple 
said, “We are starting ini-
tial production of a small 
number of iPhone SEs 
in Bengaluru. We’ll start 
shipping the product to 
domestic customers this 
month.” 

IT Minister of Karnata-
ka Priyank Kharge said, 

“the decision shows that 
the Bengaluru ecosys-
tem is able to attract the 
world’s best companies. 
We need to encourage 
manufacturers to gradual-
ly increase local sourcing 
if we want Make-in-India 
to fluorish.” 

 The dip in iPhone sales 
in developed markets like 
China and US has made 
India a major focus for 
Apple. As India’s craving 

for expensive flagship de-
vices is still small, Apple 
continues to produce its 
four-year-old iPhone 5S 
to compete with Motoro-
la, Samsung, Xiaomi and 
others in the mid-level 
market.

 Experts said producing 
devices locally will help 
the company save 12 per 
cent in taxes, which as a 
result might lower the de-
vices market price.

17 million user records stolen 
as Zomato gets hacked

Buy ‘Made in India’ iPhones soon

According to the re-
cently released Nomura 
report, “The new series 
for industrial production 
and wholesale prices sug-
gest that the GDP num-
bers for financial year 
2016-17 could be revised 
up from 6.7% to 7.4%.

Changing the base year 
to 2011-12 (from 2004-
05), the Central Statisti-

cal Office (CSO) revised 
India’s Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) and Indus-
trial Production (IP) se-
ries last week.  

WPI is used as a defla-
tor for deriving real Gross 
Value Added values from 
nominal data while In-
dustrial production is an 
input in estimating Gross 
Value Added (GVA) for 

the unorganized manu-
facturing sector. 

In a research note 
Nomura said, “We esti-
mate that GVA growth 
will be revised up to 8.2% 
(from 7.8%) for 2015-16 
and to 7.4% (from 6.7%) 
for 2016-17. 

The GDP numbers are 
scheduled to be released 
on May 31.

GDP numbers expected to be revised higher: Nomura

Starting vehicle assembly in India is an important step 
for us: Håkan Samuelsson, President & CEO, Volvo
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We examined many options, but resolved the increased investment 
originally planned for India would not deliver the returns of other 
significant global space. It would also not help us achieve a leader-
ship position or fascinating, long-term profitability in the domestic 
market: Stefan Jacoby, GM Exec. VP & President, GM Intl.

GM TO STOP SELLING CARS IN INDIA BUT 
ITS NOT A COMPLETE PULLOUTBUSINESS BUZZ

The mid-premium cookie section has grown by 23% last year which 
clearly indicates Indian consumers are upgrading to indulgent 
cookies. They now wanted more unique and richer cookies, so we 
launched Good Day Wonderfulls in premium cookie market: Ali Har-
ris Shere, vice president, marketing, Britannia.

INDIAN CONSUMERS DEVELOP LIKING FOR 
PREMIUM COOKIES

Everyone in Lloyds is acutely conscious of the debt we owe to the tax-
payer for having put the money in to rescue the bank. And it’s been an 
objective to make sure we can pay the taxpayer back: Lord Blackwell, 
Chairman, Lloyds Banking Group.

BLACKWELL SPEAKS OF ‘GREAT PRIDE’ AS 
BANK RETURNS TO PRIVATE HANDS

HDFC (Housing De-
velopment Finance Corp. 
Ltd), one of the India’s 
largest mortgage lenders, 
cut down the interest rates 
on home loans of up to 
Rs. 30 lakhs by 15 basis 
points for new 
borrowers, to 
benefit from 
the momen-
tum created 
by the govern-
ment’s support 
for affordable 
housing.

HDFC cut 
the interest 
rate to the 
lowest being 
offered and on 
par with the 
rates offered 
by State Bank of India 
(SBI), LIC Housing Fi-
nance Ltd. and ICICI 
Bank. The home loan rate 
is now 8.35% for female 
borrowers and 8.40% for 
others, for loans up to Rs. 
30 lakh, a basis point is 

one-hundredth of a per-
centage point.

Also, HDFC kept in-
terest rates unchanged at 
8.50% for loans up to Rs. 
75 lakhs.

ICICI Bank slashed 

it’s interest rate on loans 
up to Rs. 30 lakhs by 30 
basis points to 8.35% for 
salaried female borrowers 
and 8.40% for others.

Earlier this month, SBI 
was the first to reduce in-
terest rates on home loans 

of up to Rs. 30 lakhs by 
25 basis points, to which, 
LIC Housing Ltd. in-
troduced a new product 
offering loans to female 
borrowers at 8.35%.

Since the government 

introduced incentives 
for home buyers in the 
form of interest subsi-
dies, Banks have shown 
great interest in promot-
ing loans business in the 
affordable housing seg-
ment.

HDFC and ICICI slash home loan rates

The AIOVA (All India 
Online Vendor's Associ-
ation) has written a letter 
to the MCA (Ministry of 
Corporate Aaffairs), over 
the concern of the pro-
posed sale of the plagued 
e-seller Snapdeal.

The vendors have asked 
for the ministry's inter-
vention in resolving seller 
disputes before clearing 
the sale to Flipkart. AIO-
VA has about 2,000 sell-
ers as members, wrote the 
letter addressing MCA 
secretary Tapan Ray, stat-

ing that, "We would like 
to inform you through 
this email that around 500 
sellers have complained 
to us regarding unsettled 
financial matters with the 
management of Snapdeal. 
We had composed and 
submitted a small list to 
the management of Snap-
deal informally in March 
itself but they never acted 
upon it since long,” stated 
the letter.

As per the seller asso-
ciation, they already are 
facing significant losses 

from Askmebazaar’s re-
cent winding up of op-
erations and losing mon-
ey on their dues from 
Snapdeal would in turn 
be unfavorable for their 
business. 

"Payments to sellers 
are made as per pre-de-
fined payment sphere and 
these are continued to 
be made. Payments are 
made only as per contrac-
tual commitments and in 
accordance with seller 
policies," said a spokes-
person of Snapdeal.

AIOVA writes to MCA on 
Snapdeal, Flipkart deal

Maruti Suzuki today 
launched its all new DZ-
ire, a compact sedan with 
smooth styling, more 
comfortable and roomy 
interiors, superior overall 
looks and advanced safe-
ty features. 

Specially designed for 
India when it was first 
launched in 2008, DZire 
has been India’s best-sell-
ing sedan through most of 
the last decade. The sales 
has clocked of over 1.38 
million cars so far. This 
3rd generation new DZire 
takes the brand to a whole 
new level – designed for 
the young and aspiration-
al Indian customer.

The petrol variant of 
the sedan delivers a fuel 
efficiency of 22.0 kmpl 
whereas the diesel variant 
delivers a fuel efficien-
cy of 28.4 kmpl, which 

makes it India's most fuel 
efficient car, the company 
said in a release.

Through many up-
grades and relaunches 
through the years, this is 
Maruti's third generation 
DZire sedan launch. The 
company has also de-
cided to drop the 'Swift' 
tag from the DZire and 
therefore, from now on 
the new sedan will be re-
ferred to as just the DZ-
ire.

The company released 
the model at an introduc-
tory price of Rs 6.45 lakh 
for the diesel variant and 
Rs 5.45 lakh for the pet-
rol version, ex-showroom 
Delhi. Maruti Suzuki’s 
all new DZire is available 
with an auto gear shift 
(AGS) technology in all 
the six variants in both 
petrol and diesel.

Maruti Suzuki launches 
all new DZire 2017

Xiaomi has launched 
the Redmi 4 in India, the 
successor of Redmi 3S 
Prime ten months after 
its launch. Redmi 4 has 
tapered edges, is slimmer 
and has more contempo-
rary design. The speaker 
is been allocated from the 
back to the bottom of the 
phone and the metal and 
aluminum meet in clean-
er anodized high-gloss 
aluminum lines.

From inside, both the 
phones are largely the 
same. There is the same 
13 megapixel f2.0 camera 
on the back with PDAF, 
5.0-inch 720p LCD on 

the front, a 5 megapixel 
f2.2 camera on the front, 
and 4100mAh battery 
that the company claims 
gives two days of usage. 
The significant change 
that has taken place is 
that the Snapdragon 430 
on the Redmi 3S Prime 
has been upgraded to 
Snapdragon 435 on the 
Redmi 4. It comes with 
the storage of 2GB, 3GB 
and 4GB memory config-
urations and is available 
in three variants with 
16GB, 32GB and 64GB.

The phone will be avail-
able on May 23 at noon 
on Mi.com and Amazon.

Xiaomi launches 
Redmi 4 in India

JSW Steel reported a 
173.3% (y-o-y) jump in 
its standalone net profit at 
Rs 1,003.4 crore during 
January-March quarter 
on the back of a 59.7% 
(y-o-y) jump in revenue 
to Rs. 16,952 crore. Both 
the top and the bottom 
line of the company beat 
Bloomberg consensus an-
alyst estimates. 

Both its crude steel sales 
and steel productions 
during the quarter, at 3.96 
MT and 4.1 MT respec-
tively, were the highest 
ever, said the company. 
Despite weak domestic 
demand, the jump in sales 
comes due to the effects 
of demonetisation which 
was offset via exports. 
For the full year, exports 
jumped by 153% (y-o-y) 
to 3.83 MT and assumed 
for over 25% of the com-
pany’s yearly sales.

JSW Steel’s taxes, 

depreciation, earnings 
before interest, and am-
ortisation (Ebitda) was 
nonetheless, under a bit 
of pressure during the 
quarter with the Ebit-
da margin shrinking by 
about 50 bps. Coking 
coal prices were exces-
sively elusive during the 
quarter, thereby putting 
burden on margins, said 
Seshagiri Rao, Joint MD 
and Group CFO of JSW 
Steel. He added that steel 
prices have revised a bit 

since their peak in Feb-
ruary but the company 
will ensure that margins 
remain unharmed.

The company will incur 
Rs. 26,800 on capital ex-
pense in the three years 
to FY20, to increase ca-
pacity, enrich the product 
mix and lower operating 
costs, said Rao. He add-
ed, “Roughly Rs. 15,000 
crore of this will be lift-
ed via debt while the rest 
will be through internal 
accruals.”

JSW Steel Q4 Net Profit crosses Rs. 1,000 Cr

National capital was covered in a 
thick blanket of toxic smog, in No-
vember last year, because of the in-
creasing pollution. The increasing 
dust, burning of the waste, pollution 
from the crackers and increasing num-
ber of vehicles made it difficult for 
Delhi to breathe afresh.

From PM 2.5 to air quality index, 
every parameter to measure pollution, 
went off the charts. According to the 
World Bank, the cost of air pollution 
globally is at $5.11 trillion in welfare 
losses and predicted 3 million deaths a 
year are linked to exposure to outdoor 
air pollution. TERI says 35% of the 
total pollution in Delhi is due to refuse 
burning, vehicle tailpipe emissions 
and road dust. The above mentioned 
figures are fearsome but if Graviky 
Labs has its way, pollution from vehi-
cles can be a thing of the past. 

Graviky Labs, Director, Team Lead 
and Cofounder, Anirudh Sharma said, 
“Air Pollution Soot combines the fine 
black particles, majorly composed of 
carbon, produced by incomplete com-
bustion of fossil fuels. The common 
trait of soot particles is that they are 
extremely minute, 2.5 micrometers or 
smaller in diameter.” His research has 
been around grabbing this soot/pollu-
tion and re-purposing it to consumer 
safe inks.

Kaalink was implanted at the Fluid 

Interfaces Group, MIT Media Lab, 
Boston and first presented at INK 
Conference 2013. The startup started 
working on air pollution sensing, con-
trol and capture as a tailpipe retrofit by 
2014. 

Anirudh further adds, “In 2016, 
Graviky Labs was incorporated and 
we began our real world pilots. We 
began the Air-ink campaign held in 
Hong Kong in association with Ti-
ger. Environmentalists and artist from 
around the world supported our idea.” 
The first video was launched and it be-
came frenzy with 2.5 million views in 
10 days. 1,000 plus commercial enqui-
ries were soon handled by the startup.

The startup uses proprietary tech-
nology, Kaalink, to capture soot dif-
fused from vehicles through a device 
backfitted to the exhaust pipe of vehi-
cles to seize the outgoing pollutants. 
This does not alter the vehicle/engine 
performance. The collected Soot un-
dergoes various proprietary processes 
to eliminate heavy metals and carcin-
ogens. The end commodity is purified 
carbon based pigment. The carbon is 
taken through another chemical meth-
od in the final stage, to make differ-
ent types of paints and inks.” Anirudh 
Sharma, Nikhil Kaushik and Nitesh 
Kadyan the founder of Graviky Labs, 
Bengaluru, have raised Rs. 80 lakh 
from Mohit Goel, CEO, Omaxe Ltd.

Converting air-pollution to ink, 
the all new motive of Graviky Lab

STARTUP WATCH GRAVIKY LABS

INVENTOR ANIRUDH SHARMA WITH HIS AIR INK TECHNOLOGY

The Income Tax De-
partment on Thursday 
published names of five 
entities who owe over Rs 
10 crore in taxes, as part 
of its strategy to “name 
and shame” the big de-
faulters.

 The department pub-
lished its latest list of cor-
porate tax and income tax  
defaulters, all based in 
Delhi, along with details 
like last known address 
and assessment range, de-
faulted amount of tax and 
PAN card number in an 
advertisement issued in 
leading national dailies.

Thc notice stated the to-

tal taxes due by these five 
defaulters is cumulative-
ly pegged at over Rs. 10 
crores.

Sumit Sales Corpora-
tion (Azadpur) worth Rs 
3.49 crore, Sunila Ch-
habra (Shalimar Bagh) 
worth Rs 1.96 crore, Hri-
day Nath Kapoor (Mod-
el Town) worth Rs 1.00 
crore, Vinod Gaur (Shas-
tri Nagar) worth Rs 2.67 
crore and Oso Traders 
(Azadpur) worth Rs 1.15 
crore are the names of the 
5 defaulters.

The notice issued by 
the Principal Chief Com-
missioner of Income Tax 

(New Delhi) said, “The 
entries in the list are par-
ticular to the tax arrears 
and assessment year 
mentioned. The tax de-
faulter’s business, share-
holding, management 
and address may have 
changed.” 

The full page adver-
tisements stated that the 
defaulters are advised to 
pay tax debt immediately. 

Starting last financial 
year, the department, had 
decided to “name and 
shame” all taxpayers who 
have a default of Rs 1 
crore and above and this 
is a step in that direction.

I-Tax department names top 
10 defaulters; all from Delhi
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WORLD THIS WEEK

A naked mole rat is found out as an amazing crea-
ture who can survive without oxygen by convert-
ing itself into the plant. This amazing creature can 
survive 18 minutes by powering their cells through 
Fructose (as in plants). This backup system to pro-
vide oxygen protects heart and brain.

A naked mole rat can survive 
18 minutes without oxygen

A recently proposed drone with eight blades is 
supposed to cross Saturn’s moon Titan. This drone 
would reach the multiple sites exploring the flow 
of methane and ethane fall from the sky as rivers 
and lakes. This drone will take an advantage of low 
gravity of Titan and visit multiple sites.

Dragonfly Drone ready to 
explore Titan

The reminiscent of the Death Star from Star Wars 
has found to be working. The scientists have re-
cently developed a laser, amplified one, that can 
become a superweapon in near future by convers-
ing multiple laser beams into one destructive beam.

Death Star Laser out of Star 
Wars actually works

Google ‘OWL’ to curb out 
Fake News in its searches

Google’s new Search Engine feature will tackle 
fake news, hate comments and outrageous infor-
mation about particular topics and curb it out from 
the search results.  Code named as ‘Project Owl’, 
it will allow consumers new ways to address the 
issues of search results.

Kim Jong Un, North 
Korean leader, autho-
rised a test of the new 
long-range missile after 
his engineers launched a 
new kind of intermedi-
ate-range ballistic missile 
system capable of car-
rying a huge size heavy 
nuclear warhead, with the 
US in striking range .

Launched on Sunday 
morning, the missile 
appeared to show sub-
stantial progress towards 
developing an intercon-
tinental ballistic missile 

that can reach the main-
land United States, said 
U.S. rocket scientists.

John Schilling an aero-
space engineer who spe-
cializes in rockets said, 
“North Korea's latest 
successful missile test 
represents a level of per-
formance never seen 
before, from them. He 
added, this means North 
Korea might be only one 
year away from having an 
ICBM, rather than the ex-
pected five years earlier.

The White House called 

North Korea a "flagrant 
menace" and urged allies 
to impose stronger sanc-
tions. South Korea and 
Japan also condemned 
the launch.

It was a "new ground-
to-ground medium long-
range strategic ballistic 
rocket" that it called 
Hwasong-12, said North 
Korea's state media.

The Korean Central 
News Agency reported, 
that it used a re-entry ve-
hicle capable of deliver-
ing a warhead to a target.

North Korea tests new 
Long-Range Missile

Nepalese today voted 
in the country's first lo-
cal-level polls in two de-
cades as the nation took a 
crucial step towards ce-
menting democracy amid 
political turmoil.

The Election Commis-
sion said, "First phase of 
local poll passes peace-
fully with estimated 71 
per cent turnout." Some 
instances of violence re-
ported from a few polling 
stations, though the vot-
ing process was by-and-
large peaceful.

The poll body said, that 
the first phase of the lo-
cal elections took place 
peacefully at 281 local 
units out of 283 in prov-
ince 3, 4 and 6. 

Where first phase of 
elections were scheduled, 
out of the 283 local bod-
ies, voting was held in 

281 bodies as candidates 
were elected unopposed 
in two units, said the poll 
body. Two rural munic-
ipalities, one in Manang 
and other in Dolpa dis-
tricts, unanimously elect-
ed their representatives 
without voting.

As per the poll body 
spokesperson, authori-
ties have registered 71 
percent voter turnout. In 
total, 4.9 million voters 

were eligible to exercise 
their right in the first 
phase of elections. 

Around 50,000 candi-
dates were contending 
for the position of ward 
chairman, mayor, deputy 
mayor and ward mem-
ber in 281 municipalities 
across the country.

On June 14, the second  
and conclusive round of 
polls in provinces 1, 2, 5 
and 7 will take place.

Nepal contests first local 
elections in 20 years

Asif Ali Zardari, former Pakistan President, on Sun-
day said he stood for good relations with Pakistan’s 
neighbouring countries. He criticised the Nawaz Shar-
if led government for creating disharmony along the 
lines of what he perceives to be an American foreign 
policy.

While addressing a rally in Peshawar, Zardari said 
that while he was in power, Pakistan’s relations with 
India and Afghanistan were good and there was peace. 

Zardari added,” We should be friends with our neigh-
bouring countries, Nawaz has the same thought pro-
cess as the Americans when it comes to waging wars. 
We will not let this war happen.

Will not let Pak war against 
neighbors: Zardari

Donald Trump has said 
that his administration 
will "recognise" that 
women get the best pos-
sible medical facilities, 
besides taking care of 
paid family leave for both 
mothers and fathers.

Trump in a statement 
issued on the occasion 
of Mother's Day, which 
is also the beginning the 
Women's Health Week, 
said, “I am committed to 
working with Congress 
to help mothers —and 
fathers have paid family 
leave so that childcare 
is accessible and afford-
able. We will invest in the 
comprehensive care that 
women receive at com-
munity health centres.” 

Observing that women 
today are living longer, 
healthier lives than their 
mothers, Trump said the 
number of women dying 

from heart disease and 
cancer have been declin-
ing for decades.      

Donald Trump said, 
"Thanks to new breast 
cancer treatments, our 
health care profession-
als have saved lives and 
have succefully improved 
the quality of life for mil-
lions of women. We must 
continue to foster an en-
vironment that rewards 
these needed advances in 
research.”         

The US President fur-
ther said,” Studies show 
that women are often the 
primary health-care de-
cision-makers for their 
family and they deserve 
better options.” 

He added, through 
health-care reforms and 
his ‘‘Pro-Women’’ 2018 
Presidential Budget, his 
administration will en-
able access to the criti-
cal health-care services 
women need. 

Trump asserts best medical 
facilities for women

Vladimir Putin, the 
Russian President, on 
Monday blamed the Unit-
ed States for developing 
the refined hacking tools 
used in the worldwide 
cyber-attack, crippling 
desktops worldwide, 
along with those used by 
Russian law enforcement 
agencies.

Russian President Putin 
told journalists that Rus-
sia had nothing to do with 
the ‘WannaCry’ virus, 
which accordingly used 
infiltration techniques de-
veloped by United State 
intelligence agencies.

Previously, the Unit-
ed States hacking codes 
were released in a leak by 
an online hacking collec-
tive that identified itself 
as Shadow Brokers. Al-
though, it was suspected 
that Russia was backing 
Shadow Brokers, but no 
proof so far has emerged 
to support the claim.

Putin said that with 
regards to the source of 
these viruses, he believes 
that Microsoft has spoken 
directly about this issue. 
“They said that the very 
first sources of this virus 
were the US intelligence 
agencies. Russia has ab-
solutely nothing to do 
with this,” he added.

The virus first hit late 
Friday and has spread to 
more than 150 nations, 
but global financial mar-
kets did their best to 

avoid major problems in 
the first full day of trad-
ing. The virus, known as 
Ransomware, locks com-
puter files and posts a de-
mand for payment in the 
online currency Bitcoin. 

The cyber-attack is 
under control at the mo-
ment but the malware is 
a highly serious threat 
and could lead to copy-
cat attacks. It has ruffled 
governments world wide, 
given the unprecedented 
enormity of the attack.

Edouard Philippe, a 
little-known centre-right 
mayor, is named as the 
new Prime Minister of 
France by the new French 
President, Emmanuel 
Macron. 

The 46-year-old mayor 
and MP of the northern 
port of Le Havre, Philippe 
comes from the moderate 
rightwing Republicans 
party and is looked upon 
as a pragmatist.

Like President Macron, 
Edouard Philippe is an 
output of France’s elite 
ENA College for senior 
public servants and has 

worked in the private sec-
tor also.

The former investment 
banker, who won the 
elections from far-right 
leader Marine Le Pen in 
the May 7 presidential 
run-off, said he aimed to 
restore France’s wrecked 
self-confidence on the 
very first day of his work.

“I would help rebuild 
the flagging European 
Union,” said the restless-
ly pro-European Macron.

Philippe is the Ger-
man-speaking father of 
three, who writes crime 
novels in his spare time, 

was the Mayor of Le 
Havre, his home town, 
since 2010 and was elect-
ed to parliament in 2012.

The very first task of 
the Philippe will be to 
help Macron finalize his 
cabinet choices. Macron 
has said he wants a mix 
of new blood and experi-
ence in his cabinet.

Edouard Macron wants 
a parliamentary majori-
ty to get through his en-
ergetic plans to loosen 
France’s strict labor laws, 
reduce class sizes in 
harsh neighborhoods and 
boost entrepreneurship.

Putin accuses USA for the 
recent global Cyber-Attacks

Edouard Philippe named 
as the new French PM

Nepal’s 44-year-old Lhakpa Sherpa holding the Guinness World Record 
certificate for breaking her own world record for the most Everest summits 

by a woman after scaling the world’s tallest peak for the eighth time.

Edouard Philippe (right) has been named as France’s new Prime Minister

To resolve a six-year 
conflict that has killed 
more than 320,000 peo-
ple, a new round of Syr-
ia peace talks re-opened 
on Tuesday, by the latest 
United Nations push.

After the five earlier 
rounds of UN talks, as-
sisted negotiations have 
failed to yield desired re-
sults and hopes for a ma-
jor breakthrough remain 
cloudy.

Bashar al-Assad, the 
Syrian President, has en-
hanced his status on the 
ground, with the oppo-
nents reeling from a ma-
jor setback in the capital 
Damascus.

President Assad has 
also recently called the 
Geneva process ineffec-
tive, saying that it had 
become simply a meeting 
ground for the media.

Assad has given more 
credit to an isolated dip-
lomatic track underneath 
Kazakhstan's capital As-
tana, which is being led 
by the associate countries 
Iran and Russia along 
with opposition supporter 
Turkey.

Staffan de Mistura, the 
UN's Syria envoy, has 
ousted suggestions that 
the Astana negotiations 
were overshadowing the 
Geneva track.

A new constitution, 
governance, elections 
and combating terrorism 
are the main concerns of 
the UN negotiations.

The High Negotiations 
Committee (HNC) will 
be led by Nasr al-Hariri 
and Mohammad Sabra 
and the Syrian regime 
delegation is being head-
ed by United Nations am-
bassador Bashar al-Jaa-
fari.

“The increasing interest 
by the US administration 
in finding de-escalation 
has encouraged for the 
increasing engagement  
in the issue, said De Mis-
tura on Monday.

UN restarts peace talks with Syria
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18 Year Old Designs Breast Cancer Detection Bra
After nearly losing his 

mother to breast cancer, 
a Mexican teen decided 
to invent something to 
help women detect the 
disease during its early 
stages. “When I was 13 
years old, my mother was 
diagnosed for the second 
time with breast cancer,” 
Said Julián Ríos Cantú in 
a company video for his 
new invention. “The tu-
mor went from having the 
dimensions of a grain of 
rice to that of a golf ball 
in less than six months. 
The diagnosis came too 
late and my mother lost 
both of her breasts and, 
almost, her life.” 

This experienced 
pushed the now 18-year-
old entrepreneur to design 
Eva, an auto-exploration 
bra, that helps women 
detect breast cancer ear-

ly than other 
d i a g n o s t i c 
procedures . 
Ríos Cantú 
is currently 
the CEO and 
C o - f o u n d -
er of Higia 
Technologies, 
a company 
he established 
with three 
close friends 
when he was 
17.

On Satur-
day, the breast cancer 
detection bra won the 
top prize at the Glob-
al Student Entrepreneur 
Awards finals competi-

tion, which hosted 56 stu-
dent entrepreneurs from 
56 countries.

Eva uses tactile sensors 
to map the surface of the 
breast and monitor tex-
ture, color and tempera-
ture. The invention was 
designed particularly for 
women who have a genet-
ic predisposition to breast 
cancer, and users can use 
a mobile or desktop app 
to review their condition. 

The entrepreneur’s 
invention is only a pro-
totype, and he estimates 
it’ll be two years before 
it will be certified for use, 
according to Mexican 
newspapers.

Noyonita Lodh, Miss India 2014, walked the ramp as show 
stopper for Monte Carlo Fashion Show held recently at 
The Great Indian Place Mall, Noida, wearing an appeal-

ing black dress from Monte Carlo’s collection and Mr India Arry 
Dabbas swayed in a Red Nehru Jacket, complementing it with a 
Red shirt and Black trouser.
When it comes to summer, simple and comfort clothing is the 
idea, people look for.  Monte Carlo show thus, exhibited a range 
of exclusively crafted summer wear for casual, formal and out-
door settings. The summer collection 2017 showcased a prolific 
assortment of t-shirts, tunics, denims, shorts and other summer 
wears in ranging colour palettes and design schemes.Ms. Monica 
Oswal, Executive Director, Monte Carlo explains that the collec-
tion is designed with an idea to create a perfect combination of 
summer fashion & comfort.

Carve ‘fashion statements’ this summer 
with Monte Carlo’s 2017 Summer Collection!

FASHION

There are many forms of yoga. 
Some forms of yoga deal with con-
trolling the bodily functions. In our 
body we have two currents. We have 
the motor currents and the sensory 
currents flowing through our bodies. 
The motor currents keep us alive, by 
controlling our involuntarily body 
functions, such as the growth of our 
nails and hair, our breathing, and our 
blood circulation. 

In meditation on the inner Light 
and Sound, one does not practice the 
control of the motor currents for tran-
scending the body. The motor cur-
rents are allowed to go on by them-
selves so that the process by which 
we survive in this world is not tam-
pered with. Instead, we withdraw the 
sensory currents. The sensory cur-
rents give us sensation in the body. It 
is the sensory currents which make us 
aware of the sense of sight, hearing, 
smell, taste, and touch. If we with-
draw our sensory currents from the 
outside world, and collect them at the 
eye-focus, we will be able to travel to 

the realms within.
Meditation is, in reality, a process 

of concentration. It is so simple and 
natural that it can be practiced by 
a young child or the elderly, by a 
healthy person or someone with a 
physical disability. Meditation does 
not require any asanas or difficult 
postures or any rigorous physical 
activity. It is a nondenominational 
technique that has been practiced by 
people of all religions and faiths, cul-
tures, and backgrounds, as a science. 
It is open to one and all, and has been 
offered as a free gift by the Spiritual 
Masters, who have come throughout 
the ages. It is up to us whether we 
wish to merely read about the realms 
beyond, or experience them. The 
saints tell us that  being made of mat-
ter, the physical body deteriorates, 
decays, and is finally destroyed. But 
our true self, which is our spirit or 
soul, is eternal. It lives on and on. 
By connecting with our soul, we will 
have access to the answers of what 
awaits us beyond.

-Sant Rajinder Singh Ji Maharaj

Yoga and Meditation

Amir’s Cuts, forever creating buzz! 

Amir’s spiked hair became instant 
trend after this evergreen movie, 
‘Dil Chahta hai’ which the youth 
of today can still relate to!

Flat hair, standing ears 
and popping green eyes- 
PK created niche aui-
dence for this hairstyle!

Amir Khan as an amnesiac in ‘Ghajini’ movie inspired 
almost every age group to go for the cut.

The Mangal Pandey dramatic look 
book –shoulder length hair and 
thick moustache, came out as nat-
ural as his face glow. Minus those 
moustache and you’ll get ‘DJ’  
from Rang de Basanti!

Amir’s latest eye-grabbing look , 
said to be his avatar for upcoming 
muti starrer, ‘Thugs of Hindostan’.

The ‘Taare Zameen Par’  look still is, utterly, youngsters’ 
choice! As an art school teacher , Amir’s choice of hair-
style was unconventional, totally matching his bounty 
character in the film. 

As you start aging, the skin gets sag 
and you may experience a flat face. 
One trick to reverse it is to use high-
lighter (light) on cheekbones, and un-
der the eyebrow for a face lift.
Do not apply too much blush. A little 
could be applied but make only up-
ward strokes and not downward, for a 
more lifted face.
For a softer look, apply brown-black 
eyeliner instead of pure black.
To lift your eyes up, you can go sharp-
er with your eyeliner flick (winged 
eyeliner) instead of straight line over 
the eyes.
Ageing skin tends to be drier. Use a 
hydrating liquid moisturizer to give 
adequate feed to your skin.
The lips started losing collagen as our 
body ages, thus making the lips go out 
of shape. Make sure to highlight the 
cupids bow to lift up the lip and makes 
it look fuller.
Dark under eye is an indicator of 
age. By applying the right under-eye 
cream, you can get an instant youthful 
look.
Use moisturizer before applying foun-
dation, so that it can moisture the fine 
lines on your face and thus prevent 
cracks over the foundation.
To lift up your eyebrows, draw on an 
upward arch with eyebrow pencil and 
fill your brows with lighter strokes.

Seen your first grey hair lately?  
Time to read these 9 handy hacks 

to make you look young again!

A look into Amir’s look book...

The rugged wrestler 
look with ruffled 
short hair, Amir 
Khan researched for 
a few months before 
he agreed to this look 
he created for his 
character in movie 
‘Dangal’. His ‘Dan-
gal’ look has become 
a very popular with 
the youth wrestlers 
of the country.
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